Tas CONGASSTICHAL CHALLENGEs WhAT IT IS AND WaY IT JHOULD ET SUFPCRTED

Tae Miesissippl Freedom Democratic Party (MFLFP)

The 'FLP was formed in April, 1924, by those who realized that
newly gained votiag rights for Negrees In Mississippl would be meaning-
less unless Hegroes could actively participate in politics at the local,
state, and federal levels.

Tie MFLT 1s cedicated to the ldeals that in order both to
counter tue moves of serregetionists and to salve the social and economic
proolems of the Leep South, voters must be educated, local leaders found,
sympatletic candidates located and supported, and realistic platforms
and progrems developeds Hewly registered Negroes must have full-scale
involvement in the democratic processes {f meaningful changes in their
daily lives are to be made.

Toe NFDP, though predominantly lezro, i3 a political party
open to all, Unsuccessful attempts were made early in 1504 to integrate
the Mississippi Lemocratic Party. Participation in caucuses and con-
ventions at the local, county, and state levels was prevented, usually
illegally., The IFLF then organized its own conventions and ultimately
sent a delegation to tihe Democretic National Convention in Atlantic City
to challenge tie seating of the 'regular' Mississippi delegation. This
move securec tihe ruling that the 'regulsrs' would not be seated at the
next national convention unless the state Cemocratic Party is integrated.

Sxcluded from the State Democratic Party, the !FLP decided to
run its own candidates for Conzgress and some state offices. lowever,
tiieir candidates were arbitrarily excluded from the officizl ballot and
regictered Negroes had no alternatives to racist candidates, Therefere,
the NFLUP Lelc Freecom Jlectiens in which some 50,000 Mississippi Hegroes
voted, This led to the Congressional Challenge.

Tiie Congressional Challenge

Successful LFIF candidates in tihe Freedom Zlections filed
briefs in the Zouse challenging the validity of tihe Mississippi elections
2nd urged that tle seats of the Mississippl delegatinn be ceclared empty.
It was [urther argued that the Zouse should require Mississippl to
register its Negroes and hold open and lionest elections as 2 pre-condition
of regaining its representation. These briefs were filed with the
Clerk of the wouse on 4 December. On & January, when the louse convened,
140 representatives voted against temporary seating of the Kississippi
contingent pending tiue outcome of EEEEEEE§§Enge.

At the present time, statutory procedures for challenges of
elections are being followed. The noticeof Challenge which was served
on contested members on 4 December was answered by the liississippians
in 30 days. Tke IFDP then had 40 days in which to gather evidence and
take testimony with use of federal subpoena power. 5o did contestees.
(The MFOP lawyers took sworn testimony from about 700 Mississippi



Hegroes and sutmitted 15,000 pazes of depocitiens.) The material
collected has been suumitted to tie Clerk of the Louse, wio, with
attorneys from both sides, will decide wiuat material will be printed and
submitted to tie Sub~committee on Zlections and Privileges of the House
Administration Committee. Zach side then has 30 days to file a brief
based on the material. Then the Zub~-committee must consider the 1issue
and rcport out by 4 July, at tue latest, in the form of a simple resclution
that one party or another, or nelther, should be seated. This requires
& majority vote, Finally, the House as a whole must vote on the resol.
ution, It then has final say for it may either approva or reject the
resolution, The MFDP wishes to vold the election of 19.4 and secure a
resolution tnat free and open elections be held, following & period of
registration, before delegates from Mississippi will be seated.

Statutory basis of the Challenge

The elections in ¥isslasippi in 1504 were in violatinn of the

Constitution of tue United States and are therefore vold, liississippi

has blatantly viclated the 14th and 15th Amendments by mass disenfranchise-
ment of the Negro populations Iliississippl hes also altered voting
regulations in violetion of an 1570 feceral statute forbidding such

actions Well-known tactics have been used and condoned by both officials
and private citizens to prevent Negroes from challenging voting laws

and registration practicess At present, only about 25,000 Hegroes out

of a tntal of 450,00C eligible dare rcgistered to vote,

The MFUP merely asks the House to exercise its prerogdative to
cetermine its own membership and refuse to grant representation to a
state whose practice of discriminatjon i& Inconsistent with the democratic
ldeals of the United 3tates.

why the Challenge deserves our support

The two maln reagsons why rHouse members should unseat the

Mississippi delegation are;
(1) The Cuellenge has a sound legal and moral basis.

Electione in Nississippi cannot be considered democratic since both Negro
candidates end Negro voters are systematically excludeds The Con-
stitution specifically forbids what Las been precticed in pississippi.
The hLouse of Hepresentatives L:as tiue power to determine its membership
and there Is & basis in law for modifying or deaying the representation
of states which prevents eliglble citizeus from voting,

(2) Tie Challenpe 18 an especlally powerful, yet limited,
way of forcing the fedceral goverument to ensure Mississippl's Negroes
complete political freedom, It 1s a fact that Mississippl has done
everytilng in its power to resist de-segregations Zven after Negroes
are rogistered to wote, 1t is certaln that there will be continuing
harrassment by Mississippians to keep tiem from sharing political powers
Ttie Challenge is & means of curtailing officlal disobedience of federal
law. If the Challenge is successful, the state will have to demenstrate
that free elections are being held. These elections wil'l be the key to
increased political participation by the Negro. In holding these clections
iississippi will be forced to change its ways and will have to prove that
in fact It kas changed.



The Hew Voting Sill enc tle Challenge

It ls likely tiat a Voting 311l witii tue potential to enable
kuge numbers of Hearves in thie Ceep Soutis to register toc vote will soon
be passed. Tiie key ldce of the Challenge is to force lMissisaippi to
hold truly democretic elections imuediately, or lose representation in
the uouse. (It should oe noted that the Federal courts have alrxeady
estehlisi.ed the precedent of cutting short the terms of state office
holders in reapportionment cases, for exomple, in New York, Connecticut,
and Virginia.) Tie Voting 31lls in the Senate and Iouse at this time dao
not contain provisions for free elections following federally supervised
registration. Unless a Free Zlections amendment is added to the Voting
Bill, it is quite clear that ita passage does not render the Congressional
Challenge passe. It is almost certein that only tie Chellenge will
secure free elections immediately,

0w to gecure & favorable vote in the Zouse

The &nswer to this guestion is complicated, though the goal
is simple, namely securing a majority in support of tie Challenge in
the House nf Hepresentatives.

Individuals siould inform tlieir congrescman that Misaissippits
representatives must be unseated. This can be done by phone, telegram,
or letter, or by a visit when he is in the district.

Members of organizations which are involved with social issues,
like churches and labor unions, should attempt to interest members to
write letters. Attempts should bhe made to have state-widz and regional
conventions or meetings pass recolutlons supporting the Challenge.
Individuals in political perty orgenizations (countyand state central
comnittees, sState legisktures) should write letters and pass resclutions
alsa,.

To persuade proupe or influentisl individuals to support the

Cugallenge, duplicate this information and attempt the widest possible
distribution.

ACT HOWe TEZ ECUSE VCTI HAY COMEZ IN IATZ JUNE TC LATE JULY,
TIHXE 15 SEGRT. TRINE IN ToaMS COF T5Z WSOLZ STATE! A FAJCLITY IS
NZEDSD AND THZSZZ AR EARY VOTES FoM THE SOUTH TO OVIZCQNE.

For aid in planning a project write to MFDP, L3Spe-itmcol  N.W.
Washington, De Ce

in Iowat WMrs. 2oland hawkes, 925 First Avenue, Inwa City, Lowa
live Phillip Cummins, 402 3outh Lucss, Iowa City, Iowa
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