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SECTIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE IO~ DEl'DCRATIC CLUBS OF MfffiICJ\ 0£ spocial interest. 

ARTICLE II - MEMBmSHIP Section J, (a) ,A:ffiliation of Stato Unit~ shall be by Oi&1rtor to bo 
granted by tho National Committee of the Young Dvrnooratio Clubs o_f America upon pi·opor 
application £or Charter by tho Stllte Organization, 'With tho ilor:U"ication signaturo and 
authorization of tho stnto O:rgamzntion President and t'IIO of tho throe State Senior Party 
signatures, to-m.t, tho stnto Chair!nan, National Co11'1!1itteonan arid/err llntionnl CollVllittoc­
woman provided such appli~t:i.on shAll bo dolivorod to tho President of the Young .lloTllOoratic 
Clubs of Arne;rica on o:i-baforo thirty d~s p;rior to tho national Convontion; and proVidod, 
f'urthor, that s!lid ·a,{)Plioation shn:ll cot1tllin a iitate=t to tho effect that tho applicant 
is an aotivo state orgs,nizat:ion of Young Democratic Clubs wbich has hold a stato convention 
sinco tho l.ast National Convontion, i.nd 1>:rovided further thnt a charter shall bo granted 
only to those states and Ul1:l.ts whoso officers shall hove boon oloctod ct said stnto 0011'1011-

t.1.on by delegates reproson~ J.o~ organizntions vi t)lin tho state or oloctod by tho direct 
vote of GUCh roombors of said orgt.nization cna -which state grants co\U'lty and collogo clubs 
ropresontation e.n,d opportunity at said convention prov:idod that such clubs moot :i:-aquirornonts 
set i'orth by tho steto constitution, 

(b) No stato organiz.'ltion or coutorpro-t thcroof shall bo accrodit!ald by tho 
Credentials Oommittoo £or sonting at tho National Convention 'ldthout compliance with tho 
pro'Villions of Articlo ll, Soction J(a) oxcopt that, V a delegation doos not havo the 
required two out of th:roo state senior -Party signatures• pr if a dispute aris!)s end ono or 
lllOre of such signaturos is lac1<ing, tho coi:mnittee ,;nay recommend e.nd. iho convention may 
soat suoh a dologation, if arr:, of such sonior Party officers of said Statos failed to 
supper~ tba Der,iocrat:i.c Pros:l.dontial nolllinee in the J.ast propeding election, 

(c) kny dispute in regard to tho validity of ~o state Organization or its -
pharter may bo ;ippe..-Qod to tho National Committoo no J.ntor than '.)O dAys beforo oonvent.1.on, 
who shall act on tho prosantction of both or moro factions according to tho o.f:fioial 
Constitution and By-Uws. 

Sectioii. 5, Stato units e.nd. oach local organization a:££:!.liatod therewith shall 
permit mmnborship without regards to race, religion, or national origin aru;l said state 
units ruid all local inoml/\ll" units affiliated, thorew:lili shall not sogrogcto thoir lll!)mbars on 
tho l;>asis of race, religion, or national origin. 
BY-IJiWS 6. (b) sta·bc, Org<l,liizat;ions sh,.-u.J. bo cbartorod by tpo Young Democratic Cl$s Q.f 
/unor1ca upon receipt of a writton application :(or charter stlhm.ttod biennially With a $100,00 
charter foe, a copy o:C t..'10 State Constitution which _is compatiblCl with the National 
Constitution, a ll-at of Stato Officors and officers of a:l'lillatod groups suoh as county, 
ci, ty, or oollogo clubs, 

• * • 

smoR PARTY OFFICAU! lill\E msI..OYAL 

'nto l•lississippi D:>lllOcratic l'l\rty and i tl! offioial-s havo o'Vor and age.in dec),arod in" public 
spoeoh0s and print11d mnt·~or tnat they cro not a part of tho National. DemoCJ;"at.i.o Party, All 
rooont Governors boar this out, such as ;f'ormor Gover.nor J. l'. Coleman who said "This party 
has alwnys boon sOj>arato and distinct .from. tho .national party," (MLOXI-GOLFPORT OULY 
HWLD, l1ay 10, 1,963) lu1d Bichroll i.cla111, state D9Jll0cratic Chair=, has publicly announced 
th;lt ho was "through ldth the National DomPcratic. Party, Tho National J'.)Gm:)cratic Party 
.dll ruivo to get somoboqy olsv to oarry their banner," (?IJN1G01':EIRY AINERTISER, September 29, 
1962) Previously Adrur1 indioatod his loyalties by colllJllOnting thusly after Ross BarnottOs 
oloctiou as Ni.ssissippi Govornori "I want to say I'm tlutnkful to Clod that :Ross Bnrnott has 
savod l'll.s-sissippi,'• (TIME, Soptembor 7, 1959) .And since, Mr. Adal!l has lll!ldo it oJ.oar that 
ho did not support tho Dor,iocra.t.io Prosiiiential nominoo in our last election. In criticism 
of \fut Yorger, state R~blic.,m Chairman, Adllm Sllid "Not one word of praiso or tribute for 
Gov. Wallace and his heroic battles fought against Soiith-hators has boon utterod by Parry 
Howard's SWloossor .... Would you, !1r. Yer~or, go into tho booth on ol.ootion dny, nm Novem­
ber and voto for Gov. Wal.lace if his name appears on tho ballot as a Presidontial onndidl\te 
or would you ·put your political daggor into tho back of this champion of states•ri.ghts 
from Alabar.ia?" (.tcckson CLARION LEIDER, 5/18/64) Bi.diloll Adam supportod OoldwatOl', not 
LBJ. The JACKSOlq IYI.ILY NEl,IS of August 8, 1964 hoadlinod an article "Bidwell Loans to 
Barry But Not Tho GOP ... ,Ho said'laws proVide 'any oloctor can voto in tho J,ll"Osidontial 
oloction for an;y _poron of his choice i"or.prosident or Vice president of tho Unit8d statos 
Without regard to party linos and -without any peMJ.ty for s6 doing,r The nc:oct day the 
DULY NEWS said ·•E1rlior Wednesday, St/l.te .Dornocratic Chairman B!.dwoll Adam urged stato 
voters to cross party lines in tho Nov. J ganorel oloction." It is clear onough, but 
J\ckun wantod to make suro that pao_plo knev ho was for Goldwater, so So_ptOmbor 11, 1964 
JACKSON DI..ILY m,m repo:r'ts ho said "state l)ollX)cratio Ohairllllln Bidw().J.l ./lde.m discounts any 
reprisals against 1-ii.ssissippi Domocrata who support B!>rry Goldwator, "I.yndon Johnson ;is 
bidding fo:r eight yea.rs in tho Whi to H u.so, not four,• ho said. JI.dam said Johnson 'has 
aJ..road,y' out tho Koimed,y' cpron strings. Ho wants it to become the Johnson cable, 0 Ho said 
Johnson is a vary astute man in the fioJ.d of politics ••. nnd I apprehend no reprisals fioont 
the nation.al Democratic orgcrdz.ation or adnrl.nistra-tton ill the f'ut-ure, • Adam said Thursday 
he sees 'no sigl'I' 01" aey furtbor support in Mississippi .fo,; tho Jolmson-l!umphroy ticket, 
No doubt ono good roe.son wns Mt-. Adam's d1sloy11lty. In o·ctobor tho NcCOHB ENTERPRISE 
JOURNAL taid "Mississippi• s J:bmooratio ohairma.n says ho Will not lift a fingor :for tho 
D:>mocrctic ticket of Prosidont I.yndon B. Johnso!'\ and SE>n. Hubert H, Humphrey, Adam said 
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Snturd!ly ho will ncd. thor 51.1pport nor campaign on the behalf of tho natiot;1al party oandick-i'l.as. :J 

(this story wzis also on tho J\s;;ocie.tod Pi:-ass w.iras). Eva.ybody in MlS5iseippi kn01: t}U);i; 
Ad!:un Md tho regular l)3mocrat;!.c Ptll'ty supportod, Goldwatar, As the N'ovombor U CIJJl.ION 
LEmER put it, "Goldwator was .f'avorod tllnx>st .from tho start since he had tho imlil.•oct 
backing of Gov, Paul Johnson and tho stnto Damom·ntic Party macllinory, plus tho support of 
formm: Gov, Hugh 1-llu.to and tormar Gov, Ross &rnett," (J\dditional p;roof can be .found in 't:Jlo 
B1UEF SUBMITTED BY THE MISSISS!l'l'I rnEEIXJM W.OCM'l'IC PARTY to the Atlantic City Natj.onal 
I:emocrc.~ic Party Convent.men, propared by Joseph L, Rauh, Jr,, 11ssisted iq, &Ll>l\nor K, Hr;,llnos 
and 1!. klJ,los J~o) 

STA'!EMENT G!Vm BY RO!l.ERT OS\·l,'i!,D, FORH)!lR PRl!:SIDENT OF THE MJ:SSISSIPPT IutlN'J DEMOCRATS TO 
SPlwiC.ER OLD!ER, CHAIRMAN r:1r l'HE MBl-lBERS!W' Plt,\CTICES COhl!!T'l.'Ee OF THE YOtrffil l)EMOCRATIC c:r;uBS 
OF AMERICI\., l'HIS S'rATEMallT llAS GIVffi 'l'OESO\Y, MARCH 23, 1965 lN THE 0)"FICE OF SPL~CER 0LI­
vm. WI'i'NESS PRESENr Wi.S· Hrss GERI STOl:U'I, UATIONJ\L COr~J!T'l'EE)/0.MAH FRCH SOUTii DiKOTi,. 

' 
OSWALD: 1$' namo is Robert Oswald and I ll/ll a past prosodant of tno Ml.ssiss;i.pp.i Young 
D::imocro.ts, and ,a past socrotary of tho H:l.ss:Lssippi Young Democrats, ,,t tho p1·osont timo I 
ru:i sorvll1g es Chairm..m of tho .J"tckson CoW'lty Domoorati!.c &:ocutivo Collllllittoo -- a post 1-t:d.ch 
I hevo hold f'or tho pest tan yell.rs. In l1lf osp:ici ty ss Prosidentc and Soorotary for tho Yow,g 
Oimocrots, st no t.imo was I approached by any gro1!:;>o=' Negi-oos in 11Lssissippi 1'Jho sought to 
obtain o. ohartor ns a olu::i undor tha ~Jississippi Y.D. org,aniwtion, In tho ten years that 
I hnve sorvod as cou.,ty- chnu"lll!\n, I have never had aey Negro goupr con:a to me with a roquost 
for any info:rm.c'l.tion conoorning matters political ox: party lllAtters with th!> singular excep­
ions of the Kennedy oampai6)1 in 1960, rotd tho Johnson crunpaign in 1964< •,men sovl!lral No~oes 
cru:,e to n;v office and nskod for co.mpnign llk'\torial .md received it .Crom mo, and worlrnd 1,ith 
thoso of us J.n my county ~~o were what wo celled down thm-o "loyal dol:",Q'crats." I hsvo novor 
known of any of' tho so-called Freedom Demcrats, who aro actuaJ.zy functioning in, lJ.i.th a.nd 
around tho SNCC group end the COFO group, to have JllO&tings for party political purposes, 
We llllvo had theso groups :ictivo in my county Md my viows in my county h.avo baen quito well 
kno'Wn to tho ext.mt thr,.t rocrimina'tions have boon lll(ldo <1,gD.inst mo personally, and against. 
ll\ll' famil.y And 1tgllinst JiV 01'.ildl"o, and :,rot nonoo of "ta'>ese Nogl"o pooplo hl.tvo contncted me o.t 
an;sr timo with a request to pm-t.:i.<!ip.nto in ru,y ilann-n- w:ithin tho .CN\lllO'W'brk of tho regular 
Detnocra..tic Pro•ty or itl t..½in the frmnework of t..lio Young DolllOorats. Ln-st year, I did !',:>coivo 
several letters from individll.~l Negroos around tho stato asld.ng how to ~o .nbout ch.<trtoring 
a local Y.D. orgardl'.ntion. At that tim I ll!as no longer tho President nor offic:i.al of a:-iy 
type in the Jlii.ssissippi Y.D.' s and I rofar.red t.hont to tho gontlmillln who was :l'(Y suocos"or, 
end 1-mo he.ppanod to bo not a De:mocrat, but in fact, t1 DLxioorst o:r a Rc,publiean. T'.lo 
.Dl:x:ioc:re.ts h.nd ma"'"' " Al'i'.cu ~ .,:1; Ll,x,, t.iJ1I&, T wa" "loet<>d, to tako "pv\3!' th<1 h!:ssissippi Y.D.s, 
.,;., .,..,_., c1.v.-l,unct.e;, hm•:over,., in baing nble to dof-0at thnti offort,. N,ure O\'ants cnusod m!\.".\V 
of the staunch Y.D. mo.mbors in 11ississipj>i to hmro to dl'op out du.o to eoonomi.c rocriroina'.;.ion 
against thorn in thoir home towns, and tho ol;"ganir.ation booAlllO for nil practical. p!ll'peses a."1 
orgard~ation in nallle only. Not w:lthst,..mrl:i.ne t.bia, wo eontinnad to identify oursol.Vos 1nt...'1 
the 11:itional p:u-ty nnd with tho ideals and aspir.ntions nnd progr,\ns of th" nntionnl p,,.rt;ir 
OL...l'VE!t: Bob, did you eVO!' .know of ney instances in r.ny of tho othor clubs in tho st.-ito, 
'Whore No~oos we:,;-e kopt out or discrimin,~tei.l. 11gainst aey placa in your orgard.zation out .. 
sido of your hor.io county e"' aey other pJ.aco/" 
~LO: I would h:ivo to an= tlmt b>.7 Sc-iying no, becauso I nevor lo,u,ned of .uw o:t:fol"t­
baitJg mndo by- any Negro t;rour> or any individual ror t.l\at llll\ttor. to pro-t:icipato •ti.thin tho 
party, withor the Son:l.or Party oi' tho Y.D.•s 
!)LIVER: When ycu W<>t·e an off:l.our of tho. Youns Dt!llnOet-ats, i.n Mississippi, how many clubs 
did yon hnvo in tho state? 
Q~: Wo had about sevon er rlr;ht clubs thAt •..m:ro 1rl.dol,y scattered 1:Jwoughout tho stato 
!'roll! OJC:f"ord, thats tho Um.varsity olutpter up, at Clo M!.ss, down to Guli),ort imd Pe.sasgou.1a 
on the Gu.J..c Co;i.st. Tho orgnm.~t:i.on -- that was t.lte 1.Argei;t numbor that the org<i\ni~at:i.on 
over had for th'?.t [l]<,tter, and due to tho peculiar political climato th11.t Elri.Gted ill J.ii.ssis­
sippi, :it was very dif.f'iC'Ult to .roster clubs in the 'V'arious towns of -tho stato, I llii.gh·::. 
make this further obsorvi,tion you, Contrary to 'Whitt s01110 o.f tho Pross i«>uld have you 
beliovo, !lot all of the counties of ltbsissippi follo\.lod the so-oallod. Hississipp:i. pattOl"tl 
of" votar discrimin'<tion and like. In nu own county, for ox.'llnple, Jo w:, certain kno,tlod-;o," 
Nosrooo have bQM reg_istering wit'.~out tiny difi'ulty einco 1895, and not tj.thstanding ,w of 
tha various trpheavols that have occurod, tho:, havo had ho troublo whatsower :in going do·m 
to register, In fact, tho only- tilno '1;)1,!1.t there was ,my sort of a restraint or 1.:1.mtat.::i.on 
wns bf!ok dllrini; tho tense racial situation r. yoar or so ago whon it bo0<'UUO ncoossary to 
lilmt tpe nwn'ber that might be in the courthouso nt any particular time. This WI.\O duo, 
howovor, to certain local. o:i.rcumstanoes that existed tlutt woro unrwtecl to "2le r.icial 
problem, Md it became .n question of' hmr t\!.\cy -- >lhother you ~mntod to pack the cooridorG 
of the courtho\.lso, or whether you. wore going to havo An order~ procession of people going 
into tho REgist-arta offico, '.l!ho ,Judgo "'nd tho Shorii'i' daterminod that tho ordorl,y pro­
cos$ion was far bettor th:-m j1.1st j::unntl..ng tho rooplo up :!;n the corridors ~ so that rrystom 

. was f'ollawod. Bu.t 01..her thl)n tha, nnd I. po.rsof\l!,l.ly observoo. t.hoso ~gs• thoro 'lle.s novm· 
"l.lY instances of anyone being abused <'\'Id l:l'lory Noiµ-o who chose to rogi:1ter was registered, 
I •s truo thoy w;irc. :-(lquirod. to tako this lito.:-acy tost, but in :rq cOUllty, tho thl,ng is 
v-h-y gu!)orousiy inte~p. in favor of tho right to voto. Ahd, in in.:.tapcos ,..,J.iere ~te 
whito people h!\vo i'nilod ti) pe.ss tho tost, they h:>.vo been turnod <J.o,m on the sruno basis that 
,Negroes havo bc..n tu:."ll.od down A.,iil yot, wo }µvo ob:.El!'Vod that thore has baa,, no ,molosaJ.o 
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oi'i'ort 11Adc by tho ocroes to co!ro in nnd rogistGl". ~t foJJ.o,•s a !).'.lttcrn the".; e:j,ets i 1 
lo.rge areas o:f the nation, in that whi1~ thoy have the right to oome in, like n lot o:f whito 
peoplo, thoy {iiust don't bother to eol"ll9 ill and registm-, 
9.k!l[fill: Lot 1n<1 ask you about 'What happened to the Young Deoooratic organization_ o:f whioh ~ 

you were a -pa.rt. roo:. it still function? Is :l.t still in ax!.stt.inoa, or are '!'om..urts evident? 
Ofil..~: What h&pp0noo to the Y .D, • s after I ooas-0d to be President -- a gentlel\l!l?I by the 
na1110 of Al Necaiso, \Jho is an attorney in GuJ:t'port, who ·was n very o1os0 poJ.itj,cU t;nend 
of Ross B."\J:"nott and of Governor Pnul Johnsr:m, took over the rei.sn, and thoy have for all 
prn.otical purposes buried thoy Ml.ssissipµi Y.D. movement. Many o:f tho people 'Who OriginaJJy 
paT"tioipltted in tho £orn!B,tmon of tho Y, D, • s th ore, are still loyal to the concept, tliay (Ire 
faithful to tho ootional D=cratio party ,and thoy want to seo tho thing revitalized. 
But, they rooogni:z.e, :ts do I, that -wo aro conf'ronted With ono holl of a situation at the 
presont. It has no iLllnodinto nnswor to ti, and we rocogm.zo that at this time, MiV direct 
delibern.to p,i.,.~aipation in the stato of" ~l1ss.lssippi by tho National .Domocrotic Party is 
g_oint; to havo tho effect o:f croating "'-"1 all-Negro Jle1r,0cratic Pm-ty Within the State of 
Ml.s•siS-sippi. SolllO, At this tilno, they think that thats dosirablo, or may fool that such 
courso is justi.L'iad because or o century o:f ttbuso s~d so on, but at the srunG tilllO there 
aro t.housnnds of ,mite Ili.ssiss:1.-ppians ,.i:to w.nt to pArticipate in t.he Del!lClcratic Party, who 
do not j'ocl that coJ.or is ":rf/T bn.rrier, w.o are wlJHng to p,1rticipato in an integrated 
orcruuzntion, '!<ho arc loyal to tho Nat.-1.onal -Pn.rty as ovidenoed by tho :faot tlmt 52,000 did, 
in foot, go out and voto for th.o .Tohnson-Hu~ey tiokot the last tilne a:r:ound -- ru'ld thC!l.·c 
aron•t that ~'WY Hogro voters, thoro ro-o only about 2.5,000 regiuterod Negro voters i.n 
!!O.ssissippi. So you can s<>o tha-t thoro is support to tho ticket ru.though this l.e.st time 
sround, it was very insil,ni.ficatn :in tho tot:u. picture, -J3ut we don•t uont to see the \./bite 
support driven into a tot:,,lly sogrogatcd wbito l)Olitical orga.lti.11.ation that coul.d only 
beco!llO Republi= oriantod. lil'ld, 'llhilo it l1l!ly be, that te111pOrsril;y tho Ropublican Party 
1r.Ul coruo out ,ti. tai an ovot-n.11 li boral goa.1 of attracting the Nesi•o voters• in the final 
~~J..ysis I do11•t think that anyono in a positoin of resp,ms:i.bility ,,'tints to see 1-J;l.ssissip'pi 
or a~ other stato ch-iven out oi: the !lationetl Democratic Party ~lhilo thore is 1t roosonnble 
bn-s:ls to baliovo thD.t in timo to come, tho ~m:-ty oa.n be rebuilt alo~ o lino that is more 
oonaistant 'With t),.o Mtiore1 purposes o! the Duml;)cratio Porty, And .many of' us, thousands 
of us, in tho stl'.ltc rocognizc this onn be done, it s:buply cannot be done at this proGont 
t:.mo ,ti.th tho tons5.on thot 0 s i.n the nir thel;'o. 
Q).,TI]!B: Aro tho1:o ney proaont plans or 3l'ly pi-csont -pro:,pocts £01· the Young DJl!locrotio. Clubs 
in lli.ssissippi to attompt to be chartorod by the N::rt.iona;J. organization at the next national 
oonvonticn? 
OS'·lAtD: .No, :fuo Y ,_n, orgsniv.ation has boon o.f.footiveJ..y buried by Mr. l~ec~se, I think 
~n::. tho ChA~r, in t'aot 1 1ut.s oip;i.rod by virtue of the te;rlll.5 o:f the Consti-tut:1.on, '.Ancl, 
t?leo ~ bo. l!o o:!':rort- th:,t J: knc.W--o.f to r~nlizo it, Al though, thE;ro :ts s0111e interE1st 
in a coup.Lo o:1' tho collogos in tho state, p(lr'tioulm:-'.cy on an intogratod basis, but the pQiont 
i:i not to provo thnt wo cn.n l11o.<tkc intogr:ttion a .foot :tn lli.ssissippi and the Y,D. organization, 
I t..'iink that th'3 :bng rango viow that -wo have to consider is tho Qvex:all bel'\ef:i:t. to the Party, 
o:f s totru. l)el)locrat.io Pa1•ty, :tn the state of Ml.ssissippi that w.Ul be on an integrated b..<tids, 
that w.l.ll be wo:r~te to the national party in f'utlll:'e elections 
OIJ:Y]R: What do ypu think -.10uJ.d be the aUoct, both long range and presently, of the YilCli 
granting 1t charter 'tl) tho g;roup of Young Democrats that a}lPcared in J\tlantio City, -and are 
01epootod to appcnr age.in :tn Kansas City seelclng a oh."ll"ter? 
QID!:ALD: 'lb,e ult;i.In.; te rosult o.f :;uc.'1 n step =uld be to rnako the Domocratic Porty in 
Mississippi s totally Negro organization. Tho -teJJsion there is too great at this timo. 
I Ja,ow that peoplo r.x-ciwd tho nation M'o ti.red of ho.'lting the -words "lot• s h;:lve a J.i ttle 
patience on th:L thing'• but right now we•re on the verge o:f the greatest thing that ever 
happened, to the South. tald.ng pl11co -- that•s tliis Voting -Sill, and when the Negrees are 
given the right to vote, in all elections, throughout Mississippi. END OF .FIRST TAPE. 
OLIVER: .Bob, we voro talking about th.a o:f:fests of seating the Young Don,ooratic Organization 
that appe,,.r.od ;b Atlantic Cl.ty; and which we e:xpeot to appe{U' in Kans.is City or in Ne-w York 
to obtain the charter as a Young Demooratio Clubs of l!i.seissippi, and -would ycu tell us, or = you tell us, ;mat you lmow of this Qrgani1/4tion, and its o:xistence and how does it 
tunotion, and what dQ you think would be the effect ot the YDCA gr,inting such o chartE)r to 
'l:Jlom? 
OSWALD: WeU, I th:iJ'lk that uo have to rolato tho entire Nogro rnovamont politbally in 
1'J!.sQse,ipp1 in ordOl' properly to nnswar that question. Last yea:., we had a prooinct 
convent.ii.on which leads to tho county convention, and ao on up to the district and stoto 
cowontion and ultilll!\tely to tho nAtional convention. I know that in so1UO sections of 
lil.ss:l.ssl.ppi the Negroes were dep!1.ved of the right to participate ir, tboso oonventions by 
ono way or another, I la'lo,i, also howavor, oi no instance in Mississippi 'Wllore a majority 
or Nogroos appoarod to Plll'.tid.pate in any procinct convention. It•s truo that thoy did go 
to n number of the precincts in SOJ1l8 oi: the parts o:f the state, and they woJ:10 not successful 
in getting thmr pro_ple selected ;;s precinct delegates to the county dG1110cratic oonvontion. 
But I know in lJzy' county whoro Re have o Nogro population of probably J2 to 15 thousand, that 
not at a single precinct dld ono Nogro appOl.'.r, although tho fact of the holding of ,the 
prooinot convont:!.on w.s wo.U publlci:rnd in the local newSJ)apers, and in spite of tho fMt 
that at tho r0q11est of one of tho local newspapers, I hAd i.'rittel'l a det.."1lod ~tiolo that 
spelled out e;(!lctly how tho pn:rty 1111tch1nory functioned :from the _precinct oloction on up 
to tho state ooxrront.1.on, and I hc,d no inquir,r from My" Negro as to how1 or Yhnt thoy oou:Ld 
.do or should do, -what they wt.ntod to do -- although ~ pos-ltion as county ehrorman was 
,rell knolffi to all of thorn, and I h11ve -worked >1it-h numorous Nog:reos in pmit ;politicrol 

t o:unpaigns for tho n~tion.al parcy, Nono shom:d up i.n 11W county. Yot, we havi;, hnd the SNCC 
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grouµ and tho COFO group uhioh are prolllOters of tho F1lP -program or at least allies in any 
,ev-ont, active 'Within tho county, and nono of those people havo made any offort whatsoever 
to contact 1110. I don't :f'oel thnt I •hnvo any particular responsibility to go out and search 
them up. The,y-know :rrrs-o:rfico is loOl\ted right by tho Courthouse, they have no difficulty 
in finding out whero I am locatod and co1111ng down there to izy- office if thoy choose to. And, 
I don't think thnt they hllvo mnde a legitimate effort to participate in party affairs in 
m!uzy-"of tho sections of tho S'tllto. It was ob'Jious to mo -when I looked at tho lmttorn of 
thoo.r action in 1964 that they had solootod tho worst spots of the state for their activity 
'Which amounted to nothing mre than actually dOlllOnstrations. J\nd yet, wmm in those aroos, 
thoy 'did not tako do,m a Mjo.rity of people to participate in tho prom.net oo!lV'ention. In 
my county, f'or examplo, wo hll<:I somo deloagtes from somo 1>reroncts elected 'With no more 
then five poo_plo present at tho part.'i.cular procinot. it wuld have been no job for the 
Negroes, had they chos8l'I, to go do,m 'With ten 11oople and thoy wuld hnvo elocted tho delegate 
to tho county convention. Tho same thing is true in the nm.ghbor.l.ng counties to the west 
of ue 'lllrloh is RArrison County, 1,1horo Gulfport and BiloJd, Ml.sSiss:ippi arc loca.ted. I have 
talked to tho people in tho party ovor there, and they said tht1t a simil~.r situation e:xistod 
there. And :,rot, in e number of protlncts, jttst on " per head county, the Megro~s outnumber 
tho ~lhite pooi;>lo in tho preoil'tcts. So they could have taken over if they 11,-id wanted 
sll\cm-oly to participate in tho Party mD.ttors, ,9,nd not just try to got headJines. 
t,.ERI ST0!¥1: Whore ,u,o your precinct conventions hold1 
O~WAf,l): In Mississippi, th8,\' :1rl!l hold at thl!l actUAl voting place .. in most counties, It 
't11i,.y be a schoo, it -ma.y bo l1 church, it may bo tho courthouse, it may bo the City hall, soll!O 
-public bu:Uding :1s a genro,al rulo, In a fm1 aroos, there i"& s builaing that is usod for 
that a:xclusive purpose And, they ~o woll identified, they are centr~ J.ocated as .t 
gonoral i-ule, ample pe.rld.ng, the public knows 1there they ars. The:Y, have been, in n general 
rule, in tho s.;,no location for 11):)ey, m!ll'ly yos.rs 
~: Bob, lot mo ask -- did you hava any kno1,/ledgo of the gl'bup oi' Young Delll()crats that 
wntto i-tlant,ic City before they went? We,:o you in cont.act with them in aey way, o.r did 
you know any partioi})"llt!;? What l. 'WMt to knO\/, what tho Commit.too wonts to !<now is ~t 
.kno'w"lecl,ge you ha.ve of this orge.niz1.1tion, how it wns orgonizod., who organized it, ;who 
p,art,icipates in it, how oxtonsiva it is, nnd this sor of thing £or our particular informa­
ti<>n. If you would tell us what -you know about that. 
OSWAtll1 I ws nbt persowl:cy oone.tacted by any of them, as I think I mentioned earlier. I 
did receive several .letters ad,dressod to 11\& asking :for information on how to orgru:rl.:ze a Y .D. 
club in J.!i.esissippi. And those I replied to and. .idvisod of tho =e and address o.f. the 
party 'Whom ther should 001.1tact fqr that purpose. Jlnd this I did, bocuasc I had, no official 
status ldth tho Y.D. 0 s A £ar as tho aoti-vitJ:' that they hallie had, political w.i.sc, principally 
they hayo wrkod with, and as a part o:f the SNCC and COFO operation in }li,ssissippi. J\nd as 
fe.:r as having a political orgrorl.zntion or bei~g politically oriented in 'Whet th~ are doing, 
I l,ave 1,;.,,un nono of .:l:t, and I have lon=GC! o£ no such action on their pEll'ty within the s-µi.te 
'l'he b..~sic thing they hove been d.Qing has boon t:o work along, imd bring about denxmstl"ati:ons, 
snd they have not sought to got clown tq tho grea11sroots nnd 'IIOrk 'With the old lino established 
politict1l orgllniznt:1.on in the counties and in tho districts, Now, I ml.ght mako this obser­
vation to you, They ooy disagree \-/1th whttt is done, as I frequently disagree 1ti.th what is 
dono 'in my state, but at the Mlt\O tillle, I recognize that just because :r don't like who the 
co1.lllty clul:i.rman rna.Y bo a county or two a.my, I can't go in and say "Well, look the hell with 
him, J..ats just organize a now political party. Let's organize a new d.emocratic party there " 
So.in6times I -think that 110uld be highly appropriate on the state level, and yet there iia 
'<ray to go about Ws .• If 110 start tearinl! up all o.f. tl1e rules and 503'ing "0.K. we have a 
special i-eason hero to <:Ast .aside all the rules, then who can say but what some other 
group .five years or ·ten years 1:rom now can come along and say "0.l<. the rules don't work to 
suit us anyoore, so lets tsar them up, and let•s eat on a net1 course." You will moko new 
rules svfJry t:i.me you got a dissatisfied group. What I ~y is this. I think these people 
have a right to participate in everything that doei; on, politically, within Mississippi, 
but I think that they are obliged first. to ma.({o a isincero ei':fort to J)(lrtioipate in the 
various countieG of the state. If they would come into a number of the ceunties, they 
would not bo turned. asid.o, they would ba pormi.tt'.)d to participate in many of the areas, they 
would be welcome to pllrticipate, anq they haven't done this. I tlu,nk that they have some 
ol!lllgation in the lll(ltter, 
OIJY12l: Lot 1110 ask you, Bob. Ill.d this orgamz.nti.on ovary carry on any-of tho ~otivities 
tbAt a Young Democratic Club ususlly cloos. Did they ovr:n:y conduct. registration drives~ or 
hold moetil!lgs, or h.nve guoat speakers, or havo merubarshiJl drives, or i'ilnotion in .o.n:r way 
liko a Young Domoorntic Club, or did thay use l:.hamselvas principnlly as a civil rights 
advocates~ and nl,so, how ei.-tensive do you know t.,e1r Young Democratic organization to be, 
Not SNCC or COFO, but what thoy contend to be tho Young Demooratic organization in Mssissippi. 
QS\'1,lliQ: Well, the ~lholo point is - that there is no soporate Yomig Donocrat mov~m&nt, 
IVs all a p,.">rt ,:,£ tho m/CC-COFO oporetion down there, As ft\?" s,s wh,at they hnvo done 11.S 

proposed or wcs;pective Y.D. •s in Mlssi~s:l.ppi is oonoern,od, Votor Rogistt"ation Md tho like, 
I know' think you. can separnto it out, ~cauco it"'s n part of an. overall 1110Votnent, In. . .aw 
county and I keep ral'en-ihg to ey county because nnturl\lly I am !IIOl'e faml.liar with what 
happened pr;3cisezy- there, but they oamo in and pretended to have precinct olations, They 
did not l!l8et nt the precincts. They designated. where these ware to take place by an ad 
th!l.t they peaced in the newspaper, and they hald the rneet.ings in total dii;regard. of ~ of 
the statutes of the state, Their meotings 1-rore not in the morning, as the law prescribed, 
but were at nig)lt. They were at a Negro l·l!Lsonia Temple in. one instance, they were at a 
Negro church in another instc.nce, they wute always at night. ,\114, now this dos¢.ta the fact 
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thet thoy had made no affort Ul the county to participate in tho prooinot convootions tho.t 
had already been held, and although tho responsible Negro leadorship in the county wall knew 
the party le~dOl'l'l in tho county, they wall know that thoy could got cooperation any tilno 
they nskod for it, they l<ne.1 thnt they had hnd tho full etSsistr.i.noQ of the r.:ajority of the 
county Delmoorntio Col1llllittoo 'Whenever t?wy calle<;l upon it for holp. Jlnd, thoy si~ havo 
never in that county, been denied ru,y participation. Iho truth of tho matter 1s, they 
simply hnvo neve:;- sought to participato, 
OLIVER: Bob, wo havohad a rr..uilbEll' of inquires. ~lo d1d dul'ing tho oompa:l:gn, tho Democratic 
National Commi:ttee and tho ri.~tioooi offico o~ the YDCI\ has hiid inquiries •fi'om somo poo~lo 
5.n 11ississippi_c, Som9 young pooplp at Oro:v'3l3sitios nnd oth..r places who want to participat e 
in the Young D m.:>crets~ \./ho wnnt to orgrou.ze clubs, and I rooeived a phone call just the 
other d;;\y from an l!hgli&h professor nt the Um-varsity of Hi.ssissippi nrunod E. V. Truss \/ho 
wanted to orgruu'io a Youn,:; DOmocrntic club thr.11:"e,~nd they asked us how to go nbcut it, 

" how their young people can p;irticipate in Youne; D mocrntio organizations as affiliated nnd 
supported by the national. XTO\, 1-!•mt should wo toll those ~plo? Whore can they partici­
pate and how shouJ.d uo denl ~·l'.i.th this problem if we don•t have a chwuired. OZ'gnniw.t.ion 
do-om tJ\f,ro/ ,. 
OSWALD: Tho.:ie paOJJltl tlho ttro by inclinatc,pn, IJ'emocrats, are going to aonti.nuo to be such 
raga.rd.loss or p,.~rticull\r or peculiar nffilintion tl:ey- r1!n:f Jl.•we through an crgruu.zil.tion. 

END OF TJ\PE TW0 
~: 1-10 ~rcre discussini:; how :,roung paople could !)articipate in t,ho Young D3moc1'at1c party 
in 1,asm.ssippi ti there ;.s no IJX:/1 orgMnzntion. 
OSWJ\LD: You must beat• in mind thnt RQ h11vo no state sentor po.rt1 organizntion in the state 
whore nduJ.ts nnd older peopl.o Cl\n rnrticipate a.s far ns an nffilistion "1th the n!ttiolll\l 
party is ¢ono~ned. The stnto democrntic tll:lch:in~y is 1n the hands o:C people who nre not 
national demooraj;.s. Thay call thelllselves Mississippi IX>mocrats, you can cnll them a 
1):bd.eorat or a R1"publicen, and m.ther one of those shoos would fit. And what we nre in the 
proooss of doin<; nm,, is putting together, in various citi.os of the stP-te, n very small 
little group ,:,f peopl.e who ai,o nafd.onnl d~nts. We're not mooting with publicity or a 
~ant dool of fnnf:are, we l'.l'O nl:r1i_,concorncd with publicity at tho i:iomont, we are oonverned 
with tr;s,ing to lay the gr,undworlc ·for doing th<i job that llll.lSt bo done. And these younger 
people ~ll ha.vo An opportt.lriity to p~tioipat? in such organiutions as- thn.t; Wo•ve got 
to regain control of the Scato political machihory- as far e.s the Domocrat'i.c Party in Mtss:1.s­
&lppi in concerned. 'lbat•s what tte•re try-lng to do. We're includ:l.11g in tins group that rre 
mio working with, all segments of Nl.ssiss:ippi Society, ld.thout regard to i:-aso, color, or 
enything olse. It includes J..~bor, inol.udos tho pi,ofossions, poopl.e from a.li we.lks of 11£0. 
And we oan soo toot ne•vo got to fi$ht tho ba.ttlo out wi.tllin the frAm81mrk of what exists 
down thoro nou, !lut if we so about on$aging in wishful thinking, t-he job will nwer be i:1.ono. 
So "e're try.mg to J._.e1y the gro~1>:t<k no'h, and tboso younger pElOpl.e can work •.ti.th us, Wo 
have peo1,l.i nrcond Oxfo~ and other puts ot" 'tho state who will work w.ith thom, and halp 
ob,lll'..lol. their onthusiMm Along the, lino t!lat will bo bory helpful. in tho ~g-l'lln to tit& 
party. B1,1t at this stage of the izruiio, ti:, oroat an all-Negro Young Democratic movement.in 
}isd.ssippi, is going to spell tho de,,tb of the Young DeffiOoro.t l!lOVt>ltiont on along rang& 
basis as f,u- ns tho state o'f 1-ll.ssissippi -1-s concerned. And I th:Jnk it would be a loss to 
tho Y .D. • s n,itionally :!'or this 'to ooour. 
OLIVERi You said bet'orG> thnt this Young Democratic group oi' -wbieh we havo boert spoakl.ng W!l.s 
aff:l)iAted with SNCC ,md COFO, .do you !$ho•• any of these people? D:, you •]<now Mel.Vin Whit.field, 
or bow do you 1$1<16t1 -liliat '-t:hoso pooplo aru a.t'.filiatod w:ith these ~ups, and aren.•-t just 
yotmg !logroes •lho wnnt t6 partictp:.to in tho Young DelllOornts? Ib you hAv" any->av:i.donaa that 
tboy mi.ght be finAnced, or th.'\t they part.io;l.pnta completely in tho othot- groups7 Or are ;they 
just off-shoots, or ,mat/ 
OSW.J.,Dr All. of this i!il related time-<-ti.s~ ,md otharwi.so to the SNCC-COFO effort that began 
in f-!1.ssissippi.l No effort, as I doscribecl o;,.t-lior, was made by o.ny N'gro groups to pm-tici­
pate in II\\' county or in roly of the other oollrtti.es of which r hnvo knowlodgo, in tho poli­
tical stl'ucs:ho thoro. Evon though thoy know they wouJ,d have boon wolcomoo. The,•only thing 
thot did hA'ppon, wos tho scwornl lotte'.!!s that l received nsking ho\1 thoy wont about 
0rga.nizihg, Now, it is impossible f:01' r.ie to aonccxl.vo that s group of interested• sincere 
yoUl'l Negill'l>os who wanted to po1·tid..pato in tho Young ~crat movoment in MlssissiWi wou].d 
not 'have m11.d1> th811)sclvos knolm tq tho po9P1,e who have consincuoualy indantif';).ed thamseives 
with tho national D llX>Cral.o P'arty in Ml.pffissipPi for yea.rs, and yoor$ 3?).d y,ears and yenrs 
and -who bnvo hdrotoro1-.o, over A period of, years, worked m.th, e.nd cooperated with the 
Negro lGRdarsbip in Mississippi. There, has boon none of that displayod by tho so-o!'lled" 
movement, this prosont movoment, to get -\;Jlo chartei: f.or this Negro group in ~ssissippi, 
O;!JVER: Bob, liaving been aosiilant of tl111 lli.sa::i.ss:qlpi )'.oimg Damoorats a-l'l(i hoving att8l')ded 
ti notion11.l convention, you are ffllililiar with the procedure for cbnrtoring in the l'ECA. A.~d 
under the present circumstances, it soema thAt the Young Domoarnti.c grouO, t;be extensible 
Yo\ll'lg Dol:\Oarntio group tbnt nwoored e.t .Atlantio Cl.ty, wou1d colllj)ly \ilth. all. - substantially 
-- oor,ipl;y with ill tho roquiren:ents other than tliose of reced.ving the s-ign.'litures of: the 
NationnJ. Col1lllli ttman and CcrJmi ttscmwo.man nnd st,'\ ta Sam.or Pe.rt:, Ohairmnn, And those 
par..d.cular proVisimns, tho utter provisions r.:nn be wai-ved if they can slum eviden<;:e tha.t 
th~se people did not support tho Democrat:i.c )?arty nominees in the last general election. 
Ahd it is our underetand,ing at t.bis tuco, th1t they are gathering such ini'ormation and 
we expect them to ooite to Kansas City and to seek to be ohartered by our organization, and 
we feel that our org1,1niznt:i.on is emot.i.onally, nnd very syinpath&tic -with their general 
purposes, and certainly 1-lith the Civi.l Rights movement in the South. Under the clraumstances 
what recommendations would you make, whaj; do 10u tliirul: we should do under t.hese part.icular 
c:l.roumstancei!; it those people sook a charte,;- We rea.lly don't ,-iee any legal grounds that 
wo coulc! deny ·bhern on, expocially since ther!;l is no v.th,;,r group in Hississippi ;t.l)at is 
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... 
seeking a charter or is fuhction:l.ng as a Young D rnocratic orgrulizntion. Perh11ps :you see our 
delima. and what the situation is> and what would·you suggest that ..:e do? 
OSWl'.LD: Well, first I tm.nk that tho Voting Bill that is no'W pending is going to have such 
a profound effect and create suoh tensions on /I teJ:1POra.ry basis in lii.ssissippi and other 
Southern states, that there would be nothing to be girl.nod by furthor st:trring of an n.1.reaey 
bad si tuntion down there. I think that if ruiy chartering were si.Jlg,ly delayed until after 
tho Voting Bill is passed, 11nd some effort is begun to subside, and i'r~, I think that 
lll!!.l\1 of the basic motivating foroos behil\d those peoplo ,dll begin to disa_ppeiu-, as they 
begin to enjoy the right to vote in J.il.ssissippi. I can 11ppreciate the problem that the 
Committee is confi-onted with; I thin.le that the Committee could -well ask itself a question. 
Wl\at effort has been made by t.his group to -welcome others to participate -with thonl in a 
Young D::,moC!'at movell1ant in llississippi.l Especial.l,y in view of the fact that thoy have 
apparently little effort to contact any of tho people who have been c;y,11pa:thetic 61>r dllcades 
i,dt.h their cnuso. And, whore they 'Would get a friendly ear, 'Whore they 1-ould get sueh 
cooperation as mi(sht be possible from 1:.hat particular indiVidUAl. But abovo all, I think 
that the tension that exists in the South c.-nnot be understood by poeplo who do not livo 
tharo, or people who go dom and stay for a brief period of time. Y u•vo seen what can 
happen at Selma, you•ve seen what can pappon up at Oxford, you've soon what hat)l'enod do.wn 
at Philadolphia. Ue•ro doaling 'With II question not of just Negro rigllts And ;voting, you•ro 
doallng with a sit1,1at:l.on of mass:ivo ignorimce on the prowt of a large sogmont of the ,du.ta 
population down there, .md to "thro» a lighted llllltob into a oan of gasoline is not tho !letter 
oourso of wisdom, I lilon°t think. And, tho l!ll1tter is boginniug to resolve it11ol:f'. I don't 
think that wo are talking about a doln¥ of lll'\Y long period of tiJ:,;e, but I thi.nk t~t it 
would servo tho overllll Y,D. progrrun, it 'Would sorve tho nation, if, at tho momO!IJ&lnt1 there 
ar.o no fu;rthar episodes to Id.ck off more hatred in Mississippi or aey other stnte, .And the 
net reGUl.t oft.his, of oMrtoring su;ch a ~up lit this partioula.r timo is all I'm taiking 
about, at this particular time it wo\Ud be like lighting the .rt.so, Alld 'Qbat would it gro.n? 
What -would it gain the Y.D."s? It's true that there•s a great d81l<l of omotion and. fooling 
on this matter, but I feeL compelled to look at it in tho ong range hi11to:ry and "'What wo ClU'l 
do not just this year, but naxt year, and the next aleetion and tho elect.ion al'tor tlutt. 
~d I thl.nlc in that contaxt, a delay for s short period of time until tho Voting !lights 
Bill can be begun to be iJ!\plomonted is not saying nover, it's saying lot thing11 c,nl.n down 
a littl!> bit, and tho lot's all work togother. 
oµym: Bob, of col!l'so, many peoplo will argu,e thc.t that• s what m..'ll'lY o:f tho Southern 
Leaders have boon sarlng for along ti.mo. And that the only thi.ng that has procipitntod 
swii't action on tho part of tlio Co11,gross nnd tho Justice Dept1:btlllont is tho dononstrstions 
, and is tho violonoe tl1nt ~ ocourrod throughout the &uth &l'ld tho demonstrataons ths.t are 
occuring today in Sallun, I.Uld l·k>ntgolllOl"y-Alabama. And, mAey" poo))le in our orglll'lization, I'm 
~o, feel that by ruiviJJ& tho Young Democratic Clubs of ,111mrica go on record by chartering 
suoh a group as will be in Kansas Ci,ty, that-we will show the world at11i tho Party- and 
perhaps our elders that 1-10, tho youth o:f tho Party, tho loaders of tho 1'uture are in 
sympathy with t.ho C!:vil Rights movement in the South, and that we 1;hink that the degrada­
tion and the discrimination has gone to such an extent that the tinl!l 1'or '\{aiting has 1>,assed. 
Would you comment on what you think the effect in this regard, our chartering such an 
o~gani.zation 1111.ght have. 
oswAT.n, I don't know that it m>uld prove any particular point in the long run -/4dch is 
what I'm trying to po:irt. out !lore, It 1!11.ght be oil SOlllO temporary significance, l;,ut lrhen 
you inoa81ll"e it against what you irould have done aver tho long haul, you W'Ould have cr~ted 
tho very thing that you dispiso. You would have created n totalJ,y, segregated polit.i~, 
structure of tho Y .D. • s im Mississippi. On such a basis I that would al.J.iost preclude the 
tiling av:ery from becoming integatod, On tho other hand, thoro is tho roal prospect that 
-~Uiin a i'airly short poriod of ti.mo a;ftor tho Voting Rights Bill .has boon onactod, that 
thoro ~ begin a groator dogroo Qf intograting politioal li:fo in Mississippi 1 anq whpp 
I say in a short par:i.od. of" ti.mo, l'1n talking about assllllli;ng that thi:; Voting .Rights Bill 
will bo law within 6o or 90 days, and that tho .implomontation or it ---------

(ml> OF THIRD WE -- Transcrlb-Od by Janico Potto, March 2~, 196.5) 
(( oditor•s noto: Mr. Olllls\ld told no Juno 4-, 16.5 tho.tho though it -would +.al(o ton y-=s .for 

tho Voting Rights Bill to havo aohiovod. aubatantial rogist ration)) 
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1'1El1BmSH!P PR/\Cl'ICBS COIM!TEEE, MrNORITY REPPRT, April 10, 1965, by Jae!( So.xton 

Tho issue boforQ tho N.,tional Commit.too .is whothor tho Young De1!10crati0 Clubs o.f Ml.ssissip¢. 
have mot tho ponstutional roq'Ui.rOlJlOnts .for c}µu-tcr.ing by 'l;Jio YilC.(i., e.g. do thay ropresont 
YD clubs in Mississippi, havo they had a siato oonvontion, otc., in short, do thoy havo a 
real, acti.vo organization? 

I. August 1964 to Fobrup.ry 20 1 1965 {6 ioonths} In August at tho "YDCA National 
do1llltd.tteo mcoting in Atlantic City tho Young l)E;rnoorotic Clubs of Mississippi submitted to 
tho YDCA .nn .il.pp;lic.ation tor (1).i,.rtar, a copy of tho;l.r Com,t.itution, minutos ot thoir State 
Convontoin. and a list of 6fficors, (soo Official Ml.nutos o.£ Atlantic City mooting). 
Opponont~ pointed out t.h£1t tho 11pplloonts did not havo sig1)atures by al1Y of the three stato 
senior party of!"ioals, i,o, state Cludrman, National Committooman6 National Com:uttecwom11n, 
ThQ. Ml.ssiss;i.ppi Toung !)31ll0orats oontendod that tho sanior party people bad not supported 
tho tmtional tiekot in the pr;l.or olection and that thoro.foro, under the YllOA Constitution, 
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the signaturos were not roquirod. Opponents contondod that this had not bean adag_uattilly 
proven in tho maoting, By a vot.El of 69-.57 tho National Collllllitteo votod not to sos:t the 
Ml.ssissippi Young Donroarats, Prtilsidont Al Buuso told them that ho hoped, that thoy ~,ould go 
back to ~d.ssissippi, continue to org11-niza. and oomo baok to tho nomt lDCJ\ mooting with px:oof 
of their contention nbout tji.o posit.ion or the sonior p,.'U'ty pooplo, ~ng tho 6 months ,from 
August 1964 until February 20, 196.5. no offort 1o1as mado by the li.'ltd.~nal YllCA to as5iist or 
even to contact the lo.ssissippi Young .Ile.'llOorats, notwithstanding the fact that a list o£ 
their of.f'icors had boon submitted to thtil Yro'< and notwith\ltanding the faot_ that s'l;a,ff 
members and el.octod officials of tho YDCi\ travollw extensively during the t>lctioh cai¢gn, 
Fin!\lly, six lllOnths a:fter tho Atla.ntio C!.ty ill8eting• on Fabruary 20, 196.5, a lattm- was 
written by IDCA Ex:acui;iva Socrotnry Fred Rioci to Malvin Whitfitilld, State Presidoot of the 
Mississippi Young Daroocrats, In }.-'U'ch, Spencer Oliver wa-s appointed 0lairman of the },ernber­
ship 1'£.ictices Col71lllitt3e, Ho ostabllshed telaphono contact with Sta'ba Presdient Melvin 
Whitfield and NB.t:l.onal Comillitteawo:mnn Thellna. Eubanks, No cantaet wes Ll!lde Wi·th aey other 
officors of tho J.fl.ssiss:1.ppi Young Democrats. 

Il Tho .rnckson ?looting (April 4, 1965) Cha;l,rma.n Olivor arranged a mSE!ting in 
Jackson, Mississippi on SUndli.y. J\pril 4 attonclod by a number of parsons interesting in '1:J1e 
Young Demoo;rats. Chairman Olivor <>nd Comm1tteo meinbor Jack Serl.ion ottended tho meeting, 
A. Senior Pnrty Sil!nnturos '!'ho mooting in Jackson, ~l!.Bsissippi, on April 4, conclusively 
est.;wshed that tho Present state Cha.:irilllln, Bidwoll .lld11.m, did not support tho l~tional 
ticket in the J.Ast prosidontial election, 11Qlv,in \-Jhitfiol-d (State PresidEnt, Miss1ssipjli1 
Young Domoorats) roC\d a nowspapm- article in which .Bl.dwell Adll11.1 atatod prior to the November 
1964 election that ho uould "not lift a tinor" to halp the Johnson-Hunphroy ticket, 
.II letter which 'lmS snot to Bidwell J\c'lam prior to the NOvember olection was read, oriticiz.ing 
Adam for supporting Goldwater in the November eloc'tion. The proof that was allegedly 
lacking 1n Atlantic Qi 1;.y has no-w boon provided, B, The Ml.ssissippi Young J»mocrat-s 
Organization. Tho solo issuo to be decided by the National Committee >!eating is whothar 
tho Mi.s~issi_ppi Young Domocra.ts come within the requirements of the TOCA Constitution for 
grant of a charter This in turn revolves itself primarily into the question or whothor or 
not tho Young ful!JOorats of 1-tlssissippi rare a renl organization, roe.lly have clubs, rooTiy 
hl\vo mootings, roally b.'\Vo mombors, reall,Y had a state convention, In Atlantic City in' 
A'ugu.st of 1964, ten members of the MissisSippi Young Del!lOorats on111e to Atlantic City and 
wore oxtensively quostionod imiiVidually by various J:!OIObElrs of tho No.tional Committee. At 
tho ll!eoting in Jackson on Jlpril 4, six mombers of tho llississi-ppi YoUll(l Democrats wero 
present and at vnrious t-imos in the mooting in response to_ questions, desoribod the 
nctivities of thoir organ:j.zation. 1'.hoy S!lld that a groupof 65, people had a mooting in 
Jackson in Jul,Y to plml th& Young Dernocr.ats State Convention. which was.held .in August at 
whic11 officers 'Wl)De elootod and that thoro aro 1,5 olubs with appro:rlmate,ly jOO JUOmbers. 
Thoy gave to tho coromittee the namos of 1,5 towns in which they had clubs, and is six of 
thoso towns, the names of the president of ~he local olub, 'lhoy agreed to furnish a 

' complet>0 1i1>t of their cll,lbs and officers (As noted above they had olroo.dy furnished a 
list of offlcors and minutos of thair state convention to tho YDCA in ilugust 1964,) Tho 
evidonoo boforo tho conmtl.ttoe indicates that they do have an organiution, that they do have 
clubs, that they hav.o had meetings, and that they have had a st&to convention. The Yret, 
has had ovor 7 J110nths since Atlantic Gity to investigate and h.~s produced no evidence to tho 
contrro,,y, Tho forogoing conclusion rosts not simpl,y on tho statelllOnti; of the state 
Presidont MelVin llhit!iold, but on the statements made by tho ten people who came to 
J.tltintie City, the statononts xmde by tho six people including Mol'Vin l-lhitfield, who 
attencl:M tho A_pril 4 moating in Jackson and tho in1'or11111tion sublttittjd to the IDCA in 
ATl,antic City. c/ 'P',ctics All of those at Mio Jackson meeting exprossed wilJ.itlgness to 
work t.ege.ther, to orgsl'.lizo integrated Young Democratic Clubs in Mississ:i:ppi, Jlioldng 
toua:ro n State Convontion in tho s=er. l\'el'Vin wtdtfield proposed that n s~te conv81ltion 
be held in tho SUlt1lller at "7bich now of'f'icers could be elocted, to bo voted upon by all those 
clubs represonted at tho Conitontion. tlelVin Whitfield imdted those pl'esent to send 
roprosontativos to the Krutsas City National ColllDil.ttoe meeting and to participate in a State 
Convention, The sole point of disae;reement botw-oon the Young Dorioc?'atio Clubs o:f fd.ssissi­
ppi ll.hd the othors at tho Jackson l!leeti.ng was whether it would bo tactic:.lly de-sirtible :for 
tho Young r,tlr.ocrntd.c Clubs of lft1.ssissippi to apply for a chal'tor in M.nsas City at this 
'i'imo. Tho others at tho meeting stated that it would bo tactic:.lly 'lliser to wsit until 
tho fall. Tho rosprosO!itativos of the Young Democratic Olu'bs of Mississippi disagreed, 
Tho quMtion of what vould be idoal tactics in }lissi-ssippi ~ not an issue bei'ore the 
Momborship Practices Comlllitteo, nor is it an issue before the National Conll'littee.. Assund.ng 
that tho Young DeDJOcratio Clubs of 1'iississippi renew their request .£or clul.rtcr, the solo 
issue to be decided by the NatioMl Committoe is whether the application CO!ll()S w.l.thin the 
YDCI\ Constitution. lzy analogy, OVESr the past savoral ywrs, some persons hav11 stated 
thot some of tho actions that were brough in ·court by ijegi;-oes on oiY.il rights issues should 
not have been brought at that timo, but rather that it would have been better tactics to ' 
,mit until the s:l:tuation :l.mprovod to bring thaso action, Jfoirever• onco the act:ms were 
brought, the courts hl>.d no c.ltorna.tivo but to consider them on the 111Srits. SimilarJ.r, 
bo:,oause thero is a diStl!l):'Oorntn among various Democrats in lli.ssissiJ?Jli 11boµt ti.nd.ng is not 
a reason for tho National (lor.m:d.ttoe to avoid passing on the merits of the charter application. 
D, !i\lero ~c.s l!&lvin Whitfield on J,pril 1? On the telephone on Thurscwy, April 1, Chairman 
Oliver asked j~lv.in Whiti'iold -whore ho -was, Tho answer -was that he 'Ires in Nisp.issip.pi, 
Undersigned concludes from the evidonce that ho -was actunTI;y in California However. this 
iG not m."ltorit1l to the issue1 1. The issue is -whether tho Mississippi Young Damocrats 



col!!J)ly with the YDCA Constitution Bnd not whether '-lhitfield was in Mississippi, California, 
or somewhero else on that particu,lar dn.y, 2, The following circU!!IStances should be kept 
in mind: Molv.!.:n l"hitfield is an 18 yoor old Negro from Niiss:!.issippi. He led a group to 
Atlantic City which soujtht a IOC.\ char l;or, This groµp w11is roj octed on the ground that they 
had Wl.ed to pl'o!'e that any of the state sorder party o.Cfici11l5 had failed to support the 
Nel.tionl.!.l lliet last oleotiiQn. Some p...""Oof wa1, presented in Atlantic City, The Ni8sissippi 
Young Democrats knew that the state s.onior P='W of.f':ic:!.al;; had not supported th~ Ke~edy 
ticket in 196o, iiGlvin }l!u:~l'i eld could logi 1:.tooto]y havq concluded tl~ his ~up was . 
turned down 1n J\'t,lantic City on the bai;sis of a phony iissue He W<)a then encouraged by 
the national. Prosidont to get back to 11!.ssissippi !'Ind continue organizing end coma baok to 
'the rle~ lllOO'M.ng, ,mich ho nnd his group havQ now done,. The }Jational YDCA made no offort to 
help this group until .e letter wni; sent on ;February 2Q, 1965. Nest. Whitfield raoeived o 
:telephone call. hom a. person whol11 be ili.d not know, who iclenti.f':ied bim,,el! as Spencer Olivar• 
-chairman of the tm.bership !'ractices Co.rraa1.ttiie o! the Young ~erotic Clubs of Americn, 
11,:id who showod a :i-athor oxtre.ordinilry intorost in ex.itotly whero 1\lbitfied was telephoning 
ftolll'. Given the prosont l,\tr.iospbere in N:i.ssiss:i.ppi, l,:i.ssissippi Negroes do not lightly give 
out their cnm n>".mos M.cj n(:\drossos or the names adn oddresses of other porsons, particularly 
to mangers, Wf.l all. knoll tnot tbero is nn a.tmosphoro o:t: fear in Mississippi and that 
reprisals have been takon ngtd.nst many Nogroos. Undor these cil'cumstnnoes it ill not sur­
prising that Melvin i•JhitI1eld did not repose complete trust andoonfidenoo !/ in telephone 
calls fr.om a parson ho did not know, roprcreontj;ng nn organizat1on whioh MeJ.Vin Whitfield had 
(N~ r0::'lson to belive was hostile to his oraanizntion. 

, m,, 
1 

. o Constitutiont>.l I~ .l\rticlo II of tho YI:Cl\ Constitution dee.ls tti.th 
mombarsju;p, sce;tiori'.J ii) prov.ides that "l,ffiliation of 8t.'lte Units. shall be by Otarter 
t,p be gl.•nntod, by the NP.t;j_on,.'\l Commi ttoo of tho YO\ll'lg Democratic Clubs of" Jl1110rioa upon 
propl)l- applicatfoh i'or Ghertor by the Sti.;te Orgruiization, with tho verification signnture 

" artd authorizat1on of tho state Orgtmil!,ntion I'rosidont and two o:f tho thrGo St&te Scmior 
PartY, .sigMtur15s, to-vr.it 1. tho state Chairman, National Committeelll!ln and/or National. 
Co1llllli~toOl{Ollt4ll .... '· SMUon J(b) authori'.&es waiver of the Som.or P.RJ:ty signAtures 
re~el:118nt under -p.Rl'ticul.al- l!ipocifiecl cirownstnnces. Opponents of the t::i.ssissippi Young 
J)3mocrnis ~gue-thit'-~9t1on J(b) nm,lies only nt P National Convention and not at a 
Natior.lll Co!Jlmi'.teee moeti1ljj, One can ns nGll :trgue. that it: the poov:isions of section J(b) 
aro th-oTl:'llle :fo~ soatinEf i>.t a NatioMl Coi;ivention the semo :rules should be applied at a 
Nt;ti-6mil Coll!llii ttee htoeti:ng since tbere is no pli~ rOE1son for having two difforont rules. 
Howov·or1 ii' it i~ concluded tn/.\t section J(b) does nqt appl_v to i>. National Comtlttae Meeting 
them s~tioi') J(b} •is .irrclbvant to our considcration at this NatioMl Comroitteo lflOOting i,)'ld 
wo al'o fg.f't Jdth section -~(e), tho requ.frO!llf!nt o:t: somor party sigMturos cont.ti.nod in 
section J(a) shotiJ.d not bo insisted UJ>On hare when no one soriously contends that theso 
NississipPi Yqun~ lJEliooCrlits cailld obta:in tho sonior party siptures from the Ross Barnott 
Stato !Je,,,.,1::rati'c party," Tlimre is, no logitimnto Domocri>.tic Party in Hl.sS!l.s&ippi, 1'110 law 
does not require a ·usalei;f:i ,rot. NGi.tl;lor should the YDCII Constitutio,n. 

' Resp.ac'tfui:\Y subi;o.tted, JOHN J, SEXTON (1000 Fedora.]. Enr Build.in~, Wash.) 
(1/ lt nOlf appears 1i118't ~or to the J\pril 1 teJ.ellho,no call Olivar had asked Frank Rozak, 
YDCI\ College nl.root6r, to chbck on whero l'lhitfiel.d was and lo."1.rn(ld that l'4utfie~ was attend­
ing school {n Calif9rmn T!ius tho questions to l·Mt:f'iold on tho telepheno on April 1 
abou.t ~o:rG ho •II\~ Wero not ~or tho JJl¥'P,OSO oi: obtni:ning information but for th& purpose of 
ontrapJiiiJ'\B 'iJhi-tficJA on J.\J'I i1"llllltorl,.a.1. issue, A good deal of' ti.mo, effort and 11JOJ;1ey has 
been spant by th,o ncA 1h ;proving ;Ui,'lt \vhitf:iold .ms in California and not in Mtssissippi 
on :h particular d.~y 'Wl:dcll eouJ,.d have boon much noro fruitfully dovoted to helping 
org.anizG YOUl'lg Domocratic Clubs !,in J.l!,ssiss.ippi,) 

The MCSSISIW'PI AND t-JENBEaSBIP PMCrICE!l Rm'ORT Of GERI STORM.• N,A'l'IOHAL COMMCTTEEWOM'\N , 
SOIJ'l'B llA,KOTA YQUI(j Dift'PCRATS or{ tho Kansns City Meeting, J\pr.l,l 9,lo, ·1965. 

L ' 

'I havo been ploosed $d ~a:!;ifiod by the oxprossiona of support you bAvo given my service 
on tho n1.1tionnl •.f,b),ibersbip Prao~oos Committoo and tho oommitt.oe•s efforts to build a 
Joung Democrntd.c Club in Mississippi, Particular j;hanks goos to M:l.clmel Swanton £or his 
<consistent "~ oJ: encoura.gcmont ond holp. So th.it you South fukote. Y.D.s as well as Qt.hers 

• ' I, • ·~ 

who are x-~e:i.v.4"1g this·ne1,1sle'j;tor, \.'ill full,y undor~t.Md my poirl;tiol'.) and the problems tho 
conml:tte,e_t'.nc;fd• I w.111 hllvo to role.to the backgrount;J,, beg;l,nning at the Atlant:ic City IJ,D, 
NatiQnal Co=ttoe lne,et:tiis, when S? coMll;i.ttoe members, including tho J of u.s fr= South 
Dakota, votea to seat o delegation of youx,g pooplo from 1-lississi.ppi whom we supposod to be 
affilated ldtb the El"eedom Domooratic i,"nrty. ~ Y,D.s many of. tllem Wldex-considerable 
pressure and l!lllJlY ":ith an eye on the inpending battle at t;ha Dol!lOOratio ija~onal Convention, 
voted 1:1gl'linst S<k'\~. tho delegation Those pf us wllo voted for tho "Rreedom" cfelegat:l.on 
were of the opinion -- at least I uas -- that tlrl,s was the position we llll.lSt take, not (ju.st 
because the applicant olul:i h.td apparently made a,n of.foi;-t to co111ply wi tb the consti. tutional. 
requirements and bad substantial+,y dono so -- but beoau:se tho time hnd come tt;> stand up 
.ind ba counted for :t:reodom and oquality in the South -- the t~ had came to s)low our doep 
oomnittlnent to tbe civil rights irovamnt -- tho t1mu had come for some kind o.f action -- end 
this was our c;hanoo -- and 57 of' us took it.. There was llttlo doubt in n.'lYOna's mind that 
those young ~ssissippil:l:la would be lx\ck in the Spring <1nd thftt, they would bo seateq. I, 
for one, was determined to ~e it a p~sona.l crusnde, nu,t was in J,tlant;i.a City-·· two 
weeks ago we were in Knnsos City iind a lot o£ things ilnppo~eq in, between, Between Augu.st 
and FEbruary no ono heard from o:r;-abput the Mississippi ~ling ~crats. Letters fx,om t.ru)' 
YDCA o:('fico went unans11ereJ Th.en, in E"obruacy, a nEmsloilter appeared from their P:residel'lt. 
J'rnotber lott'l.l.' was sont from Y.D Elrocut.ivei Secretary E'red Ricci request.tog ini'Orl'JAtion. 

• 

http://su.bmi.tted


Nono was fo:i-thcoming and sonJB people beg~m to be suspicious and question the existence or 
Y.D. actiVity in Mississippi. In the mennti:me, Y.D. President Al H use wa!, trying to put 
together a Membership Practices Committee thet would have the duty 8t looking into the Mis­
sissippi situation as well as allegations that Alabamll Young Donx:u;lrats had refused e. charter 
to Tuskegoo Instituta. To get ar,yone to tl'ke on such a politically dangerous assignment• 
muoh loss to _get an objective, open-minded committee, was not oo.sy, Spencer Oliver, former 
Texr.s Y.D. leader {who now commutes betwo'on !V.aryland and Arizona) took on the task of Oiair­
man agro.nst the advice of almost all his friends. i1ppointad to servo with him WO!!') F,d 
Rosewell, YJX:11 V .P. from Illinois; Don Hamil ton, Iro\ General Counsel from Oklahoca; Don 
Bonker, natinnel CommitteoJMn from Washington; Frru:lklin Haney, Tennessee Prosident• Pat 
C11.1ry of Novndtl; Jack Sexton, formar D.C. !'resident, who had been especially vocal on behal.f 
of seating tho Ml.ssiii!d.ppi Gt'OUP in Atlantic City, nnd ieyself, Ed Rosewell t-q:med down th e 
assignemnt, dUe to the press o! business backho!ll8, and was roplnced by Jan Pett.ea, :rorlltQl' 
national committeO'WCJW\n .ft-om 1lichigan. All soix conferenoos wore represented, plus an at.. 
lat-ge chairman and thm goneri\l counsel. The oo!lllrd.ttoe consisted of tree parsons (Sexton, 
Petta end storro) whose oJ.ubs had voted to ,;ent Ml.s~snppi 11> Jl.tlnnUc City, tMo (Ham!.lton 
and Hano;y) whose clubs had voted not to seat Pnd thl'oe (OLivar, Eonker, arid Cll'lry) who hnd 
not beon at that m6oting, With loss than five weoks to Ks.nsAS City, the Committee began nn 
energetic ·schoduJ.e of meetings in Chairman Oliver•s CSl)'.ital Hill of'fices and at tho De1t0cra­
tic N;:\tionnJ. Committoe, /ill moctings except the final gathering bei'ol'e Kansas City were 
open to anyone who wished to nttend and partioipnt·o. J\t the :fillal moebing, tape recordings 
made in 1-!i.ssissippi by Chairlll<-m Oliver and llr. Sexton on behalii of the Committee Here 
played for ovc1 5 hours (till 2:3Qa.m. I) e.nd, bocuaso of tho nntm-o of :the tapes, only 
the comudttoo wns pormittecl to hc;ar thom. In viOl'I of the fact that thu Mti.onal senior 
pnrty i·s sttompting to join together the dis~dont national DomocraUe groups within Ml.s­
sissipp:1., tho committee :felt s special obligation to all those -- white as well as Nogro -­
who had boon loyal to the ,TohnsOl'l-Humphrey ticket in its delibwations. We al.so felt we 
had a unique OJJportumty to help in building something 1110Mini;i\11 within the state and to 
lay the grouncll,ork for something more than nn ori;anize.tion whose pr.i.mary aim seel'IOd to bo 
tho .fostel:'ing of racial tonsions 1'1:1.thin n n political .fl'Amevlork rather than alleviation ot 
tensions tbroue;n cooper11ti vo pol:i. ti col oncloavors. Evidence on the tapes, as well as our 
earlier contact w.ith tho i';residont of the applicant Mississippi c;ro11ps, l'(elvin ~li):i.tfield, 
(who htld finally consented to tl'llk "1th us), FOVed to tho staisfaction of' 7 of 8 committee 
llllJmbers that tho applicant group showed an alarming rel110Ulnoo to work m.th otl,.er Domocrat­
icslly inclin<Jd groups with the state -- the ,NAACI', AFL-C!O, loyalist Y,D.- 0£ for:ner years 
and tin integrated Y.D, clnb at Old Miss (whoso ad-Jisor, inoidently, is o, former USD Engli~ 
;pref), In addition 1 we coulcl f::l.Jld no evidence of Y .D, activity in ~H.ssiiisippi other than 
the Old Miss oJ.ub, either during tho 19611 crutlpGign or sinoo, except for thd applicant 
l'r.es:i.dont 0 s Febr\lllry newsl<1tter, I personally <:hacked mnny souroos, b9tl) irr'Wabllin.,~on 
and in Mississippi, in a f'utira attempt to find infol"l!JStion on mi orgamwUon whon 1-!r, 
l-lhitfield hs.d :not rEuiponded to tho repeated il'lquircs of tho Comm:l.ttoo. StateJ!iOllts were !l]!ldo 
by senior ;party leaders, Johnson-Humpl,rey elUllpDisn eoordinato1·s, :t&bor leadot-s, Young 
C:iti.zons for Johnson leaders, Y D,s I!MC? nnd persons at tho civil Rights Commission that 
they hE\d novor hoord of or soon any activity on the pe:lrt; of the npplicant group anll, did 
~t believe it existed, If it did, the consensus was that it uas a very :iinall, secret, 
unrepresentative aroups, i.u,obably algnecl with persone wl;iose primary interests w-ere other 
than the .t'u.ture o.f the Democi,atic ?arty in Mississippi. Mr' \Mt.f:i.eld cast further doubts 
on the credence of his organization 'When he c:lid tnlk to tbe committee, He claimed to be a 
stU;dent at Mississippi Valley state College ('-'Iliab he}llied never attended -- he is \'lnd has 
been a college stuqont in San Jose, Califw-tdl' irl.ncc lost September) He g11ve contradiotory 
testimoney on the place, time Nld attendance of .~ "state convention" and refused to 1mbmit 
a list of clubs and officers in his org;inizstion to tho oolllll)ittee. It was clear that e.ey­
thing 1-ir. lvhitfield told us about his organieation had to be taken with a grain of saJJ:, 
The applicant s:r;oup l18S apparent]y nothing =e than a "paper" transposition of an all-
Negro youth orgrurl.tntion, the l.ci.ssissipp:i. student Union -- a f'rag;montary, loose-lo;d.t Wlit 
whose .functions are not quite cloor, Therefore 7 col!ll!d.ttee mi,mburs reached what we believed 
would be an unpopulJlr deaision, no Hississippi cll;ub should be ohurtered in K!lnsas City, Ww 
would instead rraggest that interestecl parties, within the State get togother, hold a bona­
fide convention and .form a world.ng, br~d-basod organiuitj,on willing to oooperatre With 
nationaJ. .Democratic forcoi; working to rebuild the party in Mississippi. Tlie llllljority oi' the 
committee had underestimated it.s nllies. When Chl;ll').es Evers, Fiald St1eretary of tho NAACP 
;in lil.ssissippi appe.!'.red in l(ansas City to speak on behall' of our committee• s recolTJllElndation 
- along with tho State President o:f the AFL-CIO, three very persuasive young Democ,rats 
trcm the integrated club at Old Miss nnd Robert Oswa.ld, former Presider,t of the Mississippi 
Young Demoornts (.ind one o.f the feW 11ississipp:i D,.,:nocratio Count.v Chail!"llllln to public]y 
support the Johnson-B1JI'IJ:)hrey ticket) , t,J.,ere was no doubt about the outcome. Supporters of 
the l·llrl.tfie).d group, through theil' principal ,;pokosmsn, Joe &loman of California, managed 
to keep the t'l.Qor sitl.llltion pretty contused as to tho intent of the committoe when a 
;>compro111:l.se", in the forn of an amendment ·'to the committee report ( earlier rejected by all 
groups appearing i'ra;a ,::l.ssissippi and ► in another form, by the l"..embership Practices Colll!lll.t­
toe) vas introduced Chmman Oliver fiMlly took the floor, '11th a u.namimous consent 
ag:reemant, to "clear tho air" on the mntter. .f!e declared in no uncertain ter~ that he was 
opposed to tho i-Jllelldmont and askoo. fol' unqUAlif:i.ed support of the committee report. 
Tont did it -- the Mendment was de!'Olltoo, 90-39 (ropl'esentatives from JJ states voting 
sgainst it, frOlll 14 voting for tho alll0l1c!Jr.ent) and tho committee report was then adept.ad 
by an ovel'l\irnlllling voice vote, 7ha Hcmbership Pr,u;iticos C01mn:i.tte;:i a.lso reported thAt steps 
have been ta!rnn to correct any discrim:i.Mtory practi.ces in the iu.AbruuA Young IJl!.mocrats P.nd 
a final l'gport on this 1r.atta:r is oxpocted in 6o da;l'S 



S.x:TI10N ON MISSISSIPPI FROM NElv JEl!SYE' s REPOI\T ON THE K/llvSi\S CITY MEEI'Il'IG • by Cannnvo and 
Kelly, -w:ith ass:isuince of Ed Kruse, YDCJI national Seoretnry 

l)hdoubtodly the key issue before the meeting 'llBS 'What action or reooS1')iUon shOUld be takm 
on the "F.reedom Young Derooorats" group sookinS e charter, as they pr~ously Md done at the 
Atlantia City meeting. In the interim ponod, the Meroership Prnotioes Collllllltteo had boen 
roaotivated, with Spencer Olivorof Texas as Chairnian. Olril'lg the six months from August 
1964 until Fobr'uary 20, 196.5, no o:ffort wa-s made by tho Nntional. YDCJ\ to assist or evon to 
oontaot tho Nl.ssissipp'i Young Democrats, not'Witbstamling the :raot that N.ist o:r their 
offiom-s had boon submitted to the YilCJ\ and not WithstBnding the :raot that stnff members 
and oleotod officials of the YDCJI travelled extensively duri.ng the election campaign. 
Finl!J.la:, six months aftor the J\tlnatio City meot.1.ng, on February 20, 1965, after a co11111WV.­
eat1on from Secretary Ed Rru.se, a lttdler was written by yP'.:J\ Exooutivo SOoretary Fred R1coi 
to Melvin vlhitfiold, state Prosicfant oi' the 141.ssiss:l.ppi Young Democrats. Tho chail-~n of 
tho J.ombership Practices Comm:l.ttog )'resented ab oral report for the oo11U1!1.ttoo and its 11.cti.­
vi ties furing the preceding six w«iks. The c•ommi. ttee had oontaoted both Nol.Yin Whi tf'iold, 
PrQsidnet or the lii.ssissippi Young Demooratio group seeking a chart.,r; Robert Os,;talli, 11. 

prosidont of tho former (now dafunct) all-wbi<t.l!l Nississippi foU!l!! Democrats; a group of 
Young l>emocrats from the University of )dssissippi; and other persons. T,,o presentations 
on this Mttor WEIZ'O oodo; the first by the IP'OlJP seeking a charter; the second by n groql 
urging delay in cbllrtoring until a "truly integerated" club could be forll)ed. Both 
presentatiqns were m.\d.o by intogratod groups. ,\n amendment to tho motion to accept tho 
reJ>Ort of the Membership Praoticos Colm!littoe (whiob rocommonded no charter granting until 
aftor a possible presentation at tho YIX:A conv81'1tion in Octobor) was duly moved nnd 
sccQnded. Tho intent and tost o£ the runend.mont were designed to h.'\ve the N11.tional YlX:11 
aid in the .formation of a truly intog,iratod Mississippi Yo\ll:lg ll:lln Club, roprosonting all 
.factions, by setting up plaMins moetings for tho purpose of obtaining !ll!lXiJ1lW1l p,1:rtici­
pation in a projQcted 1-li.ssissippi Y.D. state convention to be bold in July. Tho YDCA 
would set up a special colllllli ttee ta superiise the fUlf'illment of tho conditions oi' tho 
aMndinent. including i1ttempts to obtain nooessary Senior Partr authorizaticm s1g,)!lturos and 
submission, 60 days betore the YDCA October convention. Tho spocial colJllllittoe would bo 
composed of John F. ~ey, Jae)< .K, Beaupre, and Loo Krulitz, -reppectivo state Y,D. 
Presidents of New Jersoy, Illinois, and Idaho, 1'ho amendment was dQf'eated,. 4-0 t.o 89. The 
national otficcrs•s votes (and :proxies held by thom) wero tho hard--core of the no votesr 
J. Albort Hause (North Carolina), President, and V .P. Alice MoY..ahon (Florida) betwoon thOl;I 
cast 1£ !!!l. votos; the othor officer,, 3 !!!!. votes, The southern statos mombors cast an 
additionc.l Jim votos. These 52 votes did the job! In the convent.ion whore the "on.o-~­
one-vote" cr:itcrlon is ll\01'8 clos<il,y approx:I.Mted, tho influence of the southern states is 
much loss than in this committoo (equal votes for all states, regardless of sizo), and th-, 
national .ifficors, per se, hav8l;l•t a.by votes, or proxies. . 

Of course thero wore some yos votes, New Jorsyo's three wore proudly runong t!lo:n! 
And so were those od B:l Kruse, National Secretary f-rom Now Jersey, Ed Rosewell, 1st Vice 
President :Crom Illinois, and Ile1e ~tagnor, Collogo Cive Ptiesidetn from rowa. Those who 
voted yes tllought that conqilianoe with tho amendment wouJ.d put 11n ond to the charter 
procrastination, insure the establishment of a state-wide, :l.ntog-rated club, and put ru, end 
to the run-around f:rom the Mississipp:\. senior party orttcials, The Committee's ri,port, 
es edoptsd \li.thout the rundnoment, in o,ffect said "not this tinie, but try ega:!.n (and agtlin, 
and age.it), .... ) • " «tor all, 100 years ha,vo passed until a voter's right bill is boing ::;< "en 
a chance of: passage in CoDgx,oss, whereas tho YOOA is only 33 yesrs old. 

(Rosolut:!.one passed by the National Comttee included) ndvocay of the right t,:, 
vote for young t..mcrioans between the ages of 18 e.ncl, 21 (ill,), support for the •one tnQn, one 
vote• pr±nciple, and opp<1sition to any attempts to overturn the meanillgfulness of tho ruling 
(Ki, & Ore.). 

• • • 
LErTER OF HANSOM JONES, Pt!ES. YOUNG !EM)CRATS CLUB OF OL' tn:SS., TO RE.v, IID KIID, 1'000AI.D:> 

This lettel'. should and is go,i.ng to begin with an apology for the incident whieh took pl.'\oo 
on this campus last 1bursday night. Please express to tho students who were the v:Lctums ot' 
that uncrl.vilieod not our sincere apologies and the shame and disgust so)ll8 oi' us have for 
the students horo who pari.1.cipaLed. 

The purpose of this lotter is to requost thllt the YOUNG DEM:>CRI\TS CLUB of the 
Um.vereity o:r Mississippi J:,e allowe~ to bold a meeting on the Ce.tllpUS of your college, Th'l 
c:ln't!t and t;1Jqe we would likl!I t.o hold the meeting is Hay 2, 196.5 at one o"olock in any buiJ din!! 
or .te.cilit.ies available at that time, The purpose of the meeting will be to promote the 
establishment of a bix,acial DamocJ:tatic Party in Mississippi. Your immediate attention to 
this request will be very much appreciated. Thanking you in ad.vane& r am. 

/s/ Ransom Janes 
P, S. Cleveland Donald ju1lt palloo mo and ini'o1!!1!1ed me that noone t'rom Tougaloo had been in­
vited to the meeting. Would you 'l.rlv:l.to some ot' your students, especially Hunte:r !'i>rey? 

. ·(Lettor dated April 26, 1965) Mr. Jones kne>1 that I was nt1t a studont of Rev, Kings"s 
( I am a F.l.eld Secret.Ary for the student Nonviolent Coordinating Collllllittee), and he 
also knew that I was than .('unctioni.ng as Executive Secretary of the \,,hit.r:i.eld g;['OUP 
(whioh no longer exists independ;,tly from the other groups now making ~ the Young Democr.:>ti" 
Clubs ot' Mi.ssissipp:\.) but he refused to oi ther answez, f\"Y of N9" letters to h.1111 or to noti,f-,J 
any of the lih:i.tfiold group of this meeting. w.cldly Rov. King told ma about it, Wo ,then 
turned in tnto a state planning mooting libero over 1.50 pooplo from II-26 counties came. 



X ;i_-; :,.,, l)ci! c;.,,FC lii,,WS ·'llATIOlW, Vl'.lulrr m!l®TS REF1JSE TO CHARTER STATE IOOTH GROUP 
Di! iJ if~1.}~\'l'IC CLuBS 011' 1-!ISSISSIPFI TO 00"1'INOE ORGANIZING" 

li 7.:-u ar., bct"orn t!l•J "!;vs of 18 \:,.i.c 16) qid 40 and 8.1'8 a supporter of tho Derocratic 
Party, y;n:. C...:\ ;C.irm a Yo\1ll(l Turnocr<1t:1 c,rgai:tlznt:i.on. I£ yau elect offic11rs, ratify a const-
j tuUon, siipr,ort th::i p<1rty plat:C;,rm und lwve $01!10 reasonable suppo.ft ar¢Ul1d -t.ho stato, then 
w.J. yc.1 neod is tho o,;irti:f'ic,d:.iou of "1mcio.r po11."ty offic:l.aJ.sn to boeomo ch.irtorod as a 1110mbcr 
u.C l..:lu !':.tioiul Young Democratic Cluos of /l.miric;;,. Certification is usually "utcn:ot&c . 
.B".;.~, t!".is ~.s ?,crL ~, cnso :i.n l-listii$fd.pp.i. r:i.,t AuJ;!Ust 9, a group of '.300 young Negro l:Ji.ssis-
1..:l.1,pie.mr 1.:t-iotl ~.o got suoh cortii';ication, '!'ucy hold e steto convontion, oloctod officai,s 
to tho 1.;'.J..~ Dom,ocruts• c<;>:wcnU.on i'1 .At;l,mt:l,o Cl.ty. They wrote to tho "senior r81·~y 
v!fio::. 'il1:1n l;ut woro igm;,cc:d ty tlh.mt, 'Ihc.-y wc;ro not recogm.zad by tho convention boce.uso 
·..:-i -,~-l"c!:,.:J. cc,d;;i.f:l.c,.t:i.on by tho racist Jl:,rr.ocrats of Mississippi; oven though mombo!'shlp 
ro;.i..:ht.:.ons ,rlo'.l co t..'i.'.l·~ such co.,tib.c!l·.:1.1.v.i cun ':Jo waived it tho party offi()ial.s did nut 
~ .. ,-~>01 ~ '..ho ,,ro~i.d,-ntinl ticlcot of tho nat:i.onal party, 'nla group roturnad to tho sl;a'.:,o to 
~,- J.m.:o crgnni,;j_ng und ,;rc;Jl,"lro ti, .!'.i.aht .r:or u charter from tho Nt1tional Young Ibmoara·~a e.t 
thc::..i, n~:x.t oonYc."lti:,u Apr-il 11), Toon, lost. J\;,ril 4, just ono wook bo.foro tho oonvont:lon 0 a 
s1::,cl,:-n ::i::otir,::; of lilssissip_p:!. ll.\b-..::-and 'Ola lnss Young tomocrat officials was rumc,unccd 
iT, ;nc!t~~n. Tho P::osj.dont o:f: t110 1.!llc:Cf':'.ciel Ymu1g Democratic Clubs of N:lssissippi, 1':olv:in 
i1.-.J.t:h,Jd, .:n 18 yonr o).d 1:ogro n·011 C:iJ:.lmbus, 1-11.ssissippi, is intorvie11od below fo•· a 
r.JG:.:-o dot~ilod co count ot how tho Young ])mo;.:rnt.i.o Clubs of Alnori0.'.1, like 1 ts pnrant group, 
heB f ec.:.~ i:Mtcc tr,o efforts of your,~ Illsr.iS!:.1.pJrl. Nogroos to cbsnnol thcd.1• ono:.•gj.os into 
lo:p. t:.ill'.:lto pvli~:Icm1 t1ctiv.i-+.;", . 

!_t~-; 'tho 1,m1ioso of ',ito ir.oet:lng in Jackson on April 4? "Tho mooi:.i.ng, cailod 
b✓ fl]•-:ncor 01'.vo::, ah8J.rm.'\n of the =oo:.·ship µrsctioos board of tbo Young Ibt!lOcrntic Clubs 
of .rmorior. amt Clnudo R.'lll'.soy of tJ,e state ~'I.-CIO, wns ostonsibiy to combino tho th1·00 
grcu.p::; c! Ycn;;;g 1JGit.0crnt. Clues, tho •010 Miss group, 1-:i:-. Robort Oswald, a PnscngouJ.,:,.. 
:. t·~crn:,y cur:-antlv cll:1:i.ri,an of .:110 ··.cl;son County Domocrnts and past cho.:i.rman of the 
Jiisc,issippi YoUl'1g ~crnts, t>nd t:io gru1.1;, ?"op.rosentt>d by mo, whioh includes clubs 
tmauc:ho~t t:,r s~t~ Cl'&Orii.zod in tho JIL'l.i.n liy Joonl Negro c:1.Vil rights actiVists and. 
co;;.:,.i.t+co. tc ~-n ;lnt:i.-r.ndst. prcgr:..Jn " 

t•:l~'lt. .,::-oposals wo::-o put for_:~ to un.i.fy tho groups? ·•Acttlflly nono J\ll those 
i,10:.,.,_-rt ·,t tho rr..oot:ing, tllrl.ch 111eJ·1dc-J Cl!..~:-los Evers of tho NAACP, attac!cod 0111, group fo;-­
pl:t!i:nni;: to soot: a <'h'l::to::- from t,ho g-tional Young Ibmocl'atic Clubs of .l\rnoricr. at its 
co1'i.n;; K·nsn3 C:i ty c:mvontion rocc$lliZ1ng U$ as tho official Young Domocratic Club in 
l'is::i.sslP!)i. ~ors li1\0d u:p with t>,o •olo Y~ss Young o.,mocrats, arguing that we should 
-.,;:,.~ ": u.1ti:.. th~ I'o1t, rint:i<'.1-",l gnthm•jn.:'. ot: t:1n Y,D.s in October bofor<l soold?lg rocogn:l.tion. 
I i;oir., ,:;d out ·l;h•.t <"':' hevo boon or(l«Al~ rig clubs since lAst stllnlOOr, and, hAvir.g_ fuJ fillod 
th~ O!'" •··..:.zntior ,1 "'""1uircmonts ~·"r obi.cuning a chor·tor, trsvolod ovor 1000 miles to tho 
)..;:,10.,g :Jc,:-..ccJ'ats• cc:-::-·ont.10,1 in J\'tJA.'1t.io c:,t.y (held throo d,'lya prior to tho Part;y ::,onvontton) 
t.-:, a&lc n C:1,,rt.cr. Ho wore z,ofusoj b:mu:,so wo had not obtsinod corti.ficntion .from tho 
a<.!t1l·L p.,i,ty it, ·,J.o s~at.o. Wo t.-,ld tho c,:,,,-,vontion thl\t we bad rcpontodly triod to got 
aor, __ ·:i.c-, .'w.on fa,om !:t,,.to pru;ty c.f:.'.l'li/\ls b,t ttat thciy had ignored most of' our roq110sts. 
!1zo, w., cl=n t1•e.tod that tho st..'.;c, ras·ty of..f1ci11ls had rofll.sed to support. tho candicl.,,.tas 
,mi ,. J .t:ro::-1'1 of tho n,~r;ionnl D"'rioo:·et'.o :P'U'ty Anc. in fact th,'lt our group a.nd tho Mississippi 
r rL ~ ll11l ~00:1".'t.1¢ l\,rty - J.nt,.-,. n,j ot~ by the national Party, i,rcro among tho 1"ow groups 
:i.1, t . t>1 'It~ z·H b.n thms,,lvos d IuOC:•nt.J t11at supportoe tho proeidont.io.l tJ.ckot. I. pro­
po::: :i a ;r-~".!::.lr,g of <;tu' group mth tllc. 0 01,, l•l.l.ss Young D mocrats, to be hcl.d boforo tho 
l'.-•c na l:.1.t;,, oow~t:icr., to 11r:.1ly"Lo o'.ll' ;,rub.l.c!'l:! and try to como to somo ldnd of n.graon:or.t 
to ,· '.:., to t'1 c::-11 .-t-lo: r,vc,r0 cknnuoul ~• i,roposal and i,.ccusod us of ,,..,olli.ng too .('nstv:1 

!:f-~ r, MCOI:11'.1! ish,; -1 1-U'i-' t,>'>v·tin.!:11 Nothing. Mr. Oll vcir stated tb$t ho could 
fi:,:•.t to r=ic::., O"'' group bai.n::; cu tce-ecl. !",·· Evers o.nd ~Olo Miss YDs stated tbnt tb.ey 
ll,,U:..d ~-'" o:ttt.nt! th~ co1~·/c•J~on. 'Thls, hewuvo.·, turned out not to be ti'llO, Ibey waro 
p:.-r•.::ont 11t tho cc::>tcn".;io1>, a.ot,,;,vo1y i"ightinz llgainst ebartarl:ng our group, At its natloru>.l. 
c;m-:-ontiu:1 (ai.o - colildttoo mor..t:l.'1j!) on /,nril 10-11 in Kansas City, tho Young Omocratic 
CJx:-s of Amc-::-lu ag,.-ill rGli''iird to gr!\11~ Et ch:lrtor to tho civil rights ori.ontod Young 
I):)I'.:or'ltic c1.,-';s of Jolissl:isippi, roproa.:into3. by its cha.irl!IEln, Molv:ln v/hitt'iold, 'ltld its 
cx~ .. uti.,•o SE-~ro·~0 r;, Hnntc.r l•'o:roy, a wtito SllCC workm- i!J.ong n.otivo in tho Mississ.ippi 
olvll ;.-:l.ghts movcm,;,nt., BcloH, :.::, W•.l~·fi-01d tolls of tho oonvontion proceedil"IGS· "On 
J\-::irll 10 uo mo'; ;ritl, tho mombo=-shlp f'l' ,,•ti.cos comttlttoo o£ tho Yowig D:.imoc1•nts and :,oro 
nck:,d ~e1y t1c h· . ..i not {ri,itton tho e,~ilt , p 0.rty o!'ficials tisk:i.ng for n ohl\rte.r, ~.\l ropliw 
thu•:. in -:~o : ::at Hu bnrl n ba'rd t.:ii:.:, c<;tt,i.n;;1 n response and .felt that wu would roooivo tho 
t''l.. - +~·od,"llll:nt. Bosi<los, r;io po.;.ntod out tr'\t undor the raonbarship provisio11s u tho ~11tlon­
,'1 .. a-,., D::ir.i.'.'c;-,.ts7 •Jonst.-1 tuti,on, -U-sh oortil'::.cntion CAn be wl\ived if' wo ol'n derunstrato 
thnt, .: •. , u:f L'w thro., sow.or riirty o!'fic~ls ftdlod to support tho pravious prosidon,tial 
t:.,•~t. ·:.:> .:!low~ thor.i t.n articll from tho !-r.eCcroh Entorpnz.o Journ.'\l lJ:'I WHICH M:-, Bidwell 
J'.i!:.r, .;t ·to p.,,,.t,; Cllro.1,~i:m, statod ho wauld zr.,t 1 li£t a ringer' ti) support tho Johnsop-
!J.l:~1,h: Cl,) tickot 11nd t\e."'19uncod -t.ho Dui'.llJOtWl:.i<: P:11·t.y conyontion as e. 'sad e.nd u:n..1-ihly spoctaclo•. 
Sp -:c ·r ,.;livo ·, ch:ti.1·n:11n 1:1~· tho co •i11fL'~too, rc.llci & tologrrun from Adrun del1Yil1g a.'131', !<no;rlqo 
of o•,•; ~oup. : tool$ tho f:L.ior ,,,.,d 1-.:J.•.1 -~ c~bon copy o!, a reg-.Ls.t,Qred l.Gttor from :no tc l·:I.·. 
!.<. -· ... ,;,ostJ'1g :Ob'!~ cu;. f;J;'OU!,> bo co,.'i"':l.oc ·,a a Young D 1?10crats Club, giving t..'10 ti.mo end 
::'...·, ta.or. oi' c,u;• otai;o 1-d.uc co=urt~icn ,iw tho !ldlJlos of our of'f'ioors, I. alsG road e li.tter 
t~ r.; fl u.'11 J.l1.·, 1,i::nrn 1•,:,fu-:ng t,o cort1.f..v • ,u::, gi:oup, r.uring the gonOl'l.'ll session Olivar read 
·~u rep.>rt of,' ·th., 1V11Wo:r,;lli,.p practicos cc:nmi.ttoo, lolbic;b vas ma.inly a series oi'poi:-sonai 
·-t:~·.ok• agnin~·., n.!. :fo:.· 1,•~.n.:; gonJ ~o scx,oJ. ~. Call101·nin. Be wns nsked to discont.inuo 
~-•,o ~-~.~<>rt l:, -~~.ll-'C :.t ;:r.l" ~oc lvl'c a;,.; w,1<1 , boring tho nudionco. Spoc..lci.ng tin:o wn.s than 
r .. ·r~,<J -to us a· .. J ~ 1'."~o '".'•le M:sn l;;,·•nz ef':nocrl'ets, nccompnnied by Omrlos Evers. Evoi:-s 
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maao e.n emotional speech stnting that hm•o sro whitos who once acted liko d=goguo,; nnd now 
~e acti::,g liko mllll!\):l beings. Ho continued bis attack on our group•s drivo fo:r rocogro.tion 
with tho ch<-r-cs of the white lib,;aml llnth01111 'wlzy can't you wait.• •wo hove long •,1nitod £or 
tho opportu:rl.ty and tho privilogo of boing able to work with southern sfuitos and now thcy'l'O 
t:ryins to rush things, ' Evors snid, Tolograms supporting our fight .for rooognition as tho 
official Yot:;ng Dococrats of l.!.ssissippi woro sont to tho convontion frODI Jru:ios Farm.or of tho 
Con~oss of Racial Equslty and I.n~ironoo Guyot of tho Mississippi Froodom Oencorntic Par!~y. 
A co:.p1·01:nso proposcl, which was lntor rcjoctod, W!IS put foM'lnrd by Jack So.-~, "lso cl.' 

• 

the lllOl!lborship practices colllllli ttoe, oaling for \,\S to go back to H!.ssissippl •md Aft.or 3:) d'\ya 
notioo to nll dell\Ocrats in the state, hnvo a stato-wido convention and after 15 de.ya tho 
charter 'WOuld be granted, I stated tbnt uo came to Kansns City for a straight chc.1·t01• &r.d 
t:.at. n.> COl!)?tond.:,e wouJ.d bo ll(ll)ptod by our group. 1-T<l fool thnt for too long lfogroos hn'.'v 
b.'.ld t:ikc:1 pghts rum r-ot full eqlllllity, By nccopting n compromise 1-10 would bo sol.ling out. 
tho Nogroea of fliss:l.ssippi who aro members of the Young OOlllOcratic Clubs, We wimt the <.r..::rtar 
.:ind wo ~mnt it now. life intend to put forth a groat effort in tho stato ot Mtssissilpi, :o 
vlll os'o:nblisb " state hoodq'llflrter,g in Jackson. We will continua to t~y to work with tho 
group of 'Ole Miss mid sl.1 other 1Jhitea and Negr-oos of tho state i.1ho nre willing to e.oC...>p'.; 
and abldo hy tho rulos and p..-inoiples found in tho off:!.cinl constitution nnd hy-lnws of t.':e 
Yourg ~.,erotic Clubs of i\me:;·:!.oll. n 

n,mt->J.• M:>rey, oxooutive aQc:i;etary of the Mtss1aai})'¢. Young Democratic C:Lubs is 
intorvle"'od ~olcw on tho conventi.on 

!1£,~s -:ho rolo of other civil rights gtopps towards tho chartorinp: o( tha 
I~P-!"'..'.!? g,;:ouJ)? "J.imos Farmar of the Congro;,s of Racial Ekjunlity and Li,\1-n-once Guyot of 
tho ~ilssiss:'.p1/4 Froocfom D0-worntio Pi:.rty, supportod our demand fOl" n chartor. The l1L'IACi', 
r0i)?'8s::.:at.l:1d hy C1wrlos Evers. opposed us, stating thnt it was :;;uch a wondod'ul thing thnt 
sou-'-.'.lorn white pooplo wore willing to wo~k w;ii;h Negroes that we should nllow them n oh:mco 
to orc;mdzo an,! develop nnd t®t thorofor tho predominatozy Negro and civ:il rights oriant.od 
g;:.iu:v hoodod by Whit:f:iold shoull'). nc.t bo given n charter, Tho assumptinn is thP-t these 
white r-e;ipla wollld refuse to join an org::url.lil<l-tion lad hy Negroes and orientocl tcmclrtls c;iv;i.l 
r.i.gh:.s, It's rny opinion that u· you want to daa;L seriously w.l.th the state of l'.i!.se:lssipi>I. 
you•vo got to be strongly nge:inst racism or you•re going to be prs1sarving the stattts q:io. 
Olovoland lll>nnld. nn aotive moi:,oor o:t: tllo RI\J\c:P ang. ono of only two Negro students i;t •c,:?.o 
~lloa, "'.;ook t-0.> Sll!llO position as Evors. rt•s interesting to noto that none of tho whit~ 
mou'l:>ers cf the 'Ole lliss Young I:emocratic Club will ovon sit down and f/lnt lun::h with h.1.J;,, 
Be ncisi:i.st tl'..o.t. And yot ho went up thoro supporting Ransom Jones (white prcsido,ri; of t!).o 
'Olo ldss :rn•s). J.mes wasn't ovon elzjed to o.tficl/l -- he just asSU?nad it. That ;;J;18r.i 
and D;,rw.J.d, both 111:l;h tho tlllAGP nnd thoJ:eforo supposodly cl.nl rights oriented, opposod 
tho oloctcd rop.rosent,atives of Negro clviJ.. rights act1vists and supported the Hiss:i.ssipp.:. 
F.b-1~os is 110t oniy s::iocking but re~olt-1.ng,a 

\-hat otl}er forces workpd to defeat the Whitfield group? 'Claude R_1.lllSey, hE-Ccl of 
t.'?e Mi:ifii.sidppi AFI,-C:CO, was there to lobby agninst tho Whitfield group. SpE>:1co.r Oliv~., 
chai?,ll'..n of 'Lho =.borsbip practices ccw;nii. ttoe, indicated that the Natiorui.1 Commi. ttoo of t'J.o 
Dem.:icratid Pa::ty did not •1nnt l'lhl.tfield' s group chnrterod, I t.hink these orgrurl.z.11:.ion:1.:I 
positions are indicative of r. proiFBm sponsored by the national Democratic ?arty, t.1-ie 
I<IJ'J\C'.> 1 tho 1\FL-CIO and thosa fow whi ta southerners who wish to opportuni tsticnll,y take 
ndv,,nt,'lgo of tho c:i.vi.1 rie.J:its movement, This coalition realizes that Nogroos Will be '-'Oting 
in Jr.rge ;,Ul:lbors wd wont to cor,trol thnt voto to ir,-i.intnin tho status quo,·· 

!.!,~ ~s th,:, s=.....z,ali .. ~·\!IDJ~_hnt clnims credit for tho voting bill? •Yes, 1-,c:r­
over tho ,:;ru'.;h 01· tho inatt,or is toot tho voting bill, just as tho civil rights bill of 1.96,~, 
results priln·!".i.J.y from tho d.lroct notion mov0111ont .:ind tho davelopmont of l<:>cal pocJplo• s 
O"rgani.zntionl3 J.iko tho studont Nonviolent Coordinating COlll!rd.tteo, tho Council Of Feder1:.ed 
Orgnni:-:nt:.i.ons, and the F:!"ocdom Innocrntic Party. The conlition is like the onmp follo:rc1•~ 
\.lho sonvar.go bonnd tho linoi; nnd thE>n try to tnko nll the crodit for tho unr,n 

Jl'?E..is t.lus coalition n dnngor in Mississippi 1 "Thoso forcos sock to MOoJllOd.,to 
tho civil r.:.ghts mo·J"om•mt to the racist status quo. Tho direct action of local po::,ple' s 
organizations in tho stnto h.c'ls i'orced tho r>..ocossity for Mn:, acaollr)dations. nut inst.e.~d of 
doaltng with the g:r·oups that local pooplo create and work through, such '<S SNOC, COFO, m-,d 
tho FJ!>, ,ho po1rol.' s-c.ructuto trios to r1ogotiat13c through non-re,prosontativo groups such as 
t~o J1ississippi Coimcil on Hunll'.n Roll\ti:>ns, tho NAACP, tho AFL-CIO, birscil\l. comnti.ttoes, 
consorvntive Ne~ lenders. Md white sogroga.tmomsts 1o1hose opportun:!.m is oven strongo1• 
thl\n thoil' rncism. •• 

~v is thoro o nood for a You.-.g D:nnocNltic Club sinco thero aro a_;J.rond.v cbai:!"I~ 
ful:'..P."~~l nction, stl"...h as tho FD!> n~~ l•!l.ssissi)?pi student Onion? ··young pooplo 
h1wo prov.en thO!llSclv.is to bo in tho vnngu.nrd of' noodod social ohl-\J'lgo in tJJis count.17. Tan7 
nood n politionl orgnnisntion of thoir own so t.'loy won•t be wawrod down 1:ly more \l'O.U-y n:-::1 
vulnornbl.8 ad!Uts, /, polit.:1.ccl. ori;nn:l.wtion oxprossos this need becauao niost of tho pl'<>hl.ams 
to be at.tnclroJ fi1ld tho11' roo-ts in tho polil'J..ool. structure. 'l'horc is :iddi tion(ll. vnluo i."l 
orgnrr:l.zing tho YD's :i.n thnt we havo a very good chance of controlling tho Mississip-;ii sogi:wnt 
o£ one of tho m,st influonci-aJ. young people's orgoniz:tti:Dn in tho >rholo country. Control.Jing 
tb:'.u groul.')i.s must, as usoful 0.s oon;rolling aey othor pnrt oi' tho powor structuro. 

)"~<l.£12~~~ ~dvnntasos cn.'l_.]21!:!;o and -wM.to progressives 5ot from tho Yo~ 
~~:::f-g.!. "\Ila 11011.1d gain nn explicitly political. forum and vilhiclo £or political edM:i­
ticm nricl influon:lo ir, looal cowvnmitios nnd throughout tho stato. Whitos 1dll gaol f'rua• 
to join an o::-gorr~ Mt1-on ·th.~t is n ch.!!ptor of tho rm.tional powor structure, J\s tJ,o of.cl.c·tc,1 
YoUt".g D=cr .. tic Clua of 1ll.ssissip.1-'i o= rosolutions nnd. 110Uons lr.i.ll <:;l'.rry rnoro wbigh-'-
both l.>::nl..zy ~.pd nnt:l.onally, givim the "powor structuro oriOht.At.-\.Qll of Amorion". 

http://state-xti.de
http://xti.ll
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WJ\SBINGTON COLDMNISTS ROWIAND EV~S AND ROBmT NOVAK ATTACK OtlR GFDDP (they had previously 
callod ;for tho isolation of SNCC unless they "clonns out tho ultTa-Loftists) 

INSIDE REPORT: Courago in Kansas City, Sun, April 18, 1965, ~ an unpublicizod act of 
political couraso, tho sooc\ foll a moder.ato, raciall,y i~togratod Domocrntic party in Ml.ssis­
sippi my now have been planted, Tho Yow:ig Domocrats, :µ.ico thoir Ropuplioan countwparts, 
o.ro not particul=ly knor-m foll responsibility, mt tho Y.D. national. oxooutivo collllllittoo 
damonstratod :iioal responsibility - and courago - la.st wGOk end, At issuo was an attompt 
by militants of the st11dent Non-Violent Coordina1,;ing Comii.ttoo {Sniok) to cor.iinandoor the 
Hi.ssiss:i.ppi YD with an all-Negro organization - inc.t>oas:i.ng racial polarization in stato 
politics, Considcrin& the forvor foll civil rights 8JIJ0ng J\morican youth, it is to tho credit 
of tho coll)!!littac tint it rojooted tho Snich powor play by a 3 to 1 =gin, The fight bogan 
early this yl)W. As part of tho general disintegration of tho Democratic party in l1lss:issi.­
ppi, tho stato•s YD chnrtor ondod up ho111eloss, Four soparato orgal:)i.2.at:ions put in for it, 
(sic: that is not truo 1 only ono did, tho nx::M, - ed.) one of which had onthusinatic 
backing f:rom liberals across the country. SponcQr Oliv~, a loadQr in tlw ~"IJ7L-md Young 
Det!\ocro'ts and chairman of tho national YD ~ersbip praot:icos committee, was dispatched 
to Mi.ss:!:ssippi to ;l.nve:rt:l.gate, Ho found an all-Sm.ch operation, Tho l;D group With tho 
strong nstional ba.old.ng turned out to be A paper organization whoso president is a college 
f.roohmon in San J 0 so, (:ali.f, Its eason'!,ial.zy all-Negro membership parnllod tho membership 
of tho teft.i.st Mi.ssissippi St.udoot tlnion ( a Sniclf front.), ,'\t Kansas O:i. ty ht wook end, 
.foes of giving tho charter to tho Sniok group ware uphraidod as bogots ruxl so,gregl\tionists. 
But l!loderato wbitos anc\ Nogroos from I.Ji.ssisn.ipp;I. ploadQd with YD national leaders not ta 
recognizo Sn:l.ok~ Tho clinching argument agm.l!lit Sn:lck wo.i; made by Chorles Evors, N/u\CP 
lender :Crom Jnckson and broth or at tho Ul;lrtyt-ed !lsdgar Evors. As a rosul t of the vote• 
Mississippi moderates 11ill attempt to form a rnd.all,y inti:,grntod YD orgm:dzat1on, It 
could produoo a not4 l)en:ocrntio p_.rty in tho state, _ 

- Md our reply - MALICIOUS ATTACK OH YOUNG !EMlCRATS E'Jg'OSED 1-lm;hington 
columnists Rowland Evans and Robert Novak grossly distorted and misrepresented tho truth 
about tho YO!Jl<G DliM)CW.TIC CLUBS OF MI:SSISSIPPI in thoir a.t,iclo "Inside Report, Y-D Group 
Rojo~s SNICK Power Play" which appoarod in tho J\pril 28 CL'U!ION-LEIDER on page 1J. Contrary 
to the impliootions tlint 110 are an all Negro orgeni:i:.1.tion, ,ire bnvo. ii.my wlu,.to pooplo as 
members, Bowovor, it is true t,llat r.iost white poo.flle rejeotrt.ho poli;t.1,cs of the National 
Democratic Party as :!.nclicated lzy the landslide Mi.ss:is.sippi voto for Goldw(ltor, artcl that 
1/lOst white }ississ,ippions reject participation in il,tegrated groups such as the Young 
t:omocrats, In ad.diti.on, some o:C our white membor-s have bean foroad to resign due to 
presSUJ:'e from othor fmites, Sutji tactics have bean used against us in ~:Ceol11b. l~ssissippi, 
for axrouplo. The IOOO m:oCR.\l'IC CLtr.: OF HINDS CODNTY has l\ll integrated bo&rd of officers• 
as wo '10!'"' will be thti p.i.t);ern .for other newly organizing groups. Secondly, it implied that 
we are a ''front" for tho student NonViolent Coordinnting Col1Jlllittee. Let tho fact be known 
that wo have not, ore oot, and ~ll not bo I\ "front" for: r.u,ybody or aeygroup wh,~tsoevar. 
1-lbilo wo woloollJC support fx,om oll groups working for o democratic society, it is interesting 
to note tlir.t only the Congress of fbciru. Equality and tho M!.ssistippi Freedo:a Democratic 
Party sent telog:ralllS urgl.ng the TilCt\ National Coltl!llittee to gront us our olw.rtor. Thi.rdly, 

, it is implied that we are in opposition to the NAACP. Thnt is ii.bsolutoly false. Tho Yice­
Prosidont of OW.> Hinds Collllty chapter is Mr. Johnny Frazier, n Nntion'\l Eonrd 11lEll1!bor of the 
NAACP Md the B.nds County o!p,1>tor Secroti;uiy is Hl.ss Sh:irley Bniloy, daughter of the Jnokson 
NAACP brMch Pr6sident, Tho !OUID DEl';DCRJ\TIC CLUBS OF ~U:SSISSIPPI invites wluto model'atos 
to join a racia1..1.y intogrnted orgr.nizatlan dedi.Mted to building rmtional D:lmocratic Party 
politics in J/!i.ssissippi. Come to Toµga,loo College student Contel' this Sunday, Hay 2nd, o.t 
1pm whwo our YOUNG DEl1'.lCRI\TIC CLUB Of ilINm OOUNTY is hosing 11, mooting of Young llill!Ocrnts 
~om thi:, Um.varsity of m!lsillsippi, Mis.sis~ppi Scuthorn, D:>lta State, ta:Lsl\ps, Tougaloo, 

acksol'l State, and othei, int;erestad people. - Mrs. Cnrolyn Stevens, Publioi ty S0 crote.ry 
- nl'ld another att=k - INSIDE REPQRT: BLs.ok-Whi ta Poli tics, Fm. l~y 7 • 1965. 

Just at tbQ monont when white moderntas hero were Boeing now hopo for racial. peace, Mi.sflis­
sippi politics may well be hooding for e trngic rncinl -polarization, There is real cl.'lJl8er 
that the Democratic pa:r>ty hero recogl'lizod by national ~ruocrats will bo predominantly N4!lgl'o, 
dominated by civil rights radioals, Evon if the new voter registration law is mro offec-
ti vo thon a:nybody drooms, such a black =•s party would be consistently outpolled by a. 
lily white Mississippi {as contrasted to national) Domoorati.o p,tr!:,y sticking to ~tter-end 
sogregation. J\nd this, pnradoxically, is tho situation desi.rod by lllO'st oiVil rightlf radicals 
and by white supr0t14cists tryil'ig dospar11.toly to cling to lily white politics. In .fnct, a 
racial polarization of politics hare could negat'e t!ie- impact of li'odoral voting registrars. 
White liberals And moderntes e.re particularly he:lrts.i.ok about this becl.\uee racial tension in 
:Mississippi he.s 8l\sod moosuroabJ..v thanks in large part to tbo cnutious courage of Gov. Paul 
Johnson, /lb.'lndoning tho rednecks and white Citizens Councils who olootod him, Johnson luls 
joibnad 'With tll~ buf;iness oomtmmity in domsndi.ng low and order, Ho hns all but Ollltlsculotod 
the State Sovereignty Colnlllis!lion,dofiant citndel of segm,gation, Partly because of the 
Governor and partl.y booause o'f tho slight !Jtirrings oi' roa.l.sil!I all ovor tho South, .forecasts 
of the long, hot - And bloody - Ui.ssissippi summer that stirrod tho air a year ngo are now 
absont, Consider NcComb in South, 11.lssissippi which last summor was c:loso to a raco ri,ot. 
Tho Ku IO.u.x Klan is now infilt:i:-atod by tho FBI and actuall,y scorns under control, Tl?,oro aro 
no signs o£ another mass inv11sioil of northern d.Vil rights workers. McComb' s white lenders 
havo fiMJ.:cy' consented to bi-raoinl oonsultations, But hhare is no such progress in tho 
vital political sphere, For this, much blamo must bo placed on the Freedom Damocratic 
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party (FlP) - M.ssissippi nrm of the most radical of Oivil rights gi,oups the student Non­
Violont Coordin,'1.t.ing Commi tteo (Sm.ck). Tho FIP :is simpl,y not intorostod in !! rad.ally 
mi.xvd party, Tho FDi> hoodqu:.'1.rtors, 11 socond floor walk-up in a Nogro section of Jackson, 
has tho fool of a rav-olutionary comnAhd post, Baforo wo woro Sllll!lllfil'il.y ordorod out, FLI' 
l!IO!llbors told us thoy- had no rm.th in voter roS1-stration and woro concGntrating on "tho 
challongo" - a qu±Ja>tic schGlll1o to raplnco Ml.s sissippi' s five whi to C.Ongrossmen -.ii th throe 
FDP Nogroes, Tho rMl culprits, o.f courso, e.ro not PIP radicals but Mississippi whitos -who 
for a cQlltury roi'Usod to allo-w i1og:roos into tho white =•s polities, Evon today, loyti:l.ist 
J>amocrats -wbino that thoy wo)lld be destroyed politically if they were caught truld.ng to 
reasonablo NAACP loodor Cht>.rlos Evors, no friend of tho FUP. This atmospboro is mAdo to 
order for tho FIP radicals, Fc:ir instance, tho FDP is -within a hair of capturing tho nation­
al. charter of tho Misd.ssippi Yo8ng Domoerots. As -wo r-0portod from W.1shington, the bAt.ional 
YD orgnn:l.zation rofusod to grllnt tho ehartor to nn Flll'=sponsorod group a fCM wooks ago. l3Ut 
si.ncv then, white moderatos have not formod a rncially integrated organization to counter tho 
FI'f group, This 1111s seen last Sunday in a YD moeting at prodo111inntly N&gro Tougaloo college 
(•a Fil> hotbod) noar Jackson, Somo 200 Negroes, but onl;y about 10 1-1!.ssissippi -whites turned 
up. Ttie mooting wns controlled by FIP leadol's. While declaring thell!Solvos to the Loft of 
Ll3Js G;ront Society and. cl.onounciltg Y.S. ttoolonial" policy in Viet NM and Santo D:lmingo, they 
upbraided tho faw l.ll.ssissippi whites who d&rod cotio. WMt is lulpponing i:1t the Young Democrat 
level todlly r.iay ho in store for tho senior p{ll'ty tomorro\./, 1\hilo loyalist llo!nQcratic 
politians talk gran<J4,- of sonding a racially TI!i~od Ml.ssissippi dologotion to tho noxt natiol'lDl. 
oonvention (as reg_tlll'ed by tho i964 convention), they do nothing about it, Thus, it :!'.a 
<1ntirol.y possible that tho FIi' -will 'SOat e. Negx'o-dominatod delegation at the next national 
convont!.on, Such o .racial pol.DX'i~ation not only would ploo.se old-time sogrogationists, It 
also would lllSko a reasonable racial ;i:-alationship hero more distant than evor>,_ 

.. 
CLEVELAND IONALD1 s "RESIGNATION LS.rm Fl!Orl THE 001 l·l:l.ss Group (throe cloys lotor ho told tho 
YD stnte planning 1110oting tl\at Sponcor Oliver bad tnlkod. him back into rejoining, but he 
has not -written any letters stating that in wx-itillg, to ll\Y·knowlodge) 

Hr, Ransom R. Jones, III 
President, Young Do1r.ocratic Club 
Vnivorsity of Ml.ssisnwi 
Box 2378 
University, Mlsfd.ss:i:ppi 

bear Mr, Jones: 

Clovolond D:ll'Jald; J;r, 
Box 4269 
University of Mississippi 
Univer(aty, Mississippi 

April 29, 1965 

I hereby respectfully :ro~t tiw rosignotion os I.\ mombor of tho Un:i.voriELty of Mississippi 
Yp1mg .llonbcratic Club, I joined in the .for111ation of the Young IlanJOoratic Club because I 
felt that a nondiscriminatory orgru:dzat.ion was mided to provido nn opportulli.ty for student 
oxpr~sion on campus, More iniportant]y, I .folt a n«d for a nondiso.riminotory group of 
young people dedicated to tho betterment of the State of Mi.sllissippi and p.!ll'ticul.ai;-ly to the 
aehiovo111ent of .full oquali-t~ .fox-all Mississippians, It was roquestod that I attend the 
!l.itional Young Democrats mootiJlil in .lfansas City earlier this month, I attended in the beliaf 
'that the Ur:d.ver:sity o! tli.ssisd.ppi orgamzation h1.1d a 5incero desi.ro to croato a group which 
would be nondiscrl.Jll:i.nato-l')" in practice as ~ell .is in theory~ We ai'.footively prevented the 
charier~ng o.f e. prodominatol,y lfog;ro group ~om Jack5on (sic: tho state-wide YIX:M) beeauso 
it 1Jll'S l'alt that this .group could not be nondiscr:imin.'1.tory in· pr.1ctioo as well as i.n thoo:cy 
i,e, Caucasian ~Wlg Dooocrats wuld likely hl.\VO rosarvations about coopo;rating with a group 
which was assumed to 1:;,a orieptatail towa;rd the Counc:1.1 Of Federated Orgnniwtions, Sinco 
the Knasas City moetirig I have learned thnt tho 0151SW!l0d orientation of tho Jnckson (sic: 
th~ state-wide IDCM) g:roup is erroneous. To deliberately block another Ilam:>cratie gro~ in 
in:t,rapoliticaJ. manouvoring is perlmps polltic5 pnr oxcollo.nco, but it seems not to reflect 
a sinca;re interest in the end objoctive, i.e. voter rogi5'tration, a nondi.serimnato;ry 
pa;rty in 1-li.,;sissippi, etc. Sinco tho University of ?l:i.s1Sissippi group could not associate 
itself with tho Jackson group ba.fox-o the 111eeting in Kansas City (editors note: Melvin 
Whitfield had i.nvi tdd them and Aeyone el.so i:ntorosted) it is ll\Y' belief that it p:l'esentl,y has 
little hopo or oroating a truly nondiscriminatory Young Democrats Organization in tho stato 
of Hl.ssissippi. HY-continued association with tho University of !!ll.ssissippi Young 
Do11100:rAtiC Cl~b i.dll onl,y continue to create a false illusion and an appooranco of an 
o.rga1dri..ition i.:hich genuinal,y rafl.octs the end objectives. Furtherl!X)re, such associotion 
could continue to be a basis for intrapolitical strif'e which in fact helps to provont 
ltlOre sincere groups (like the Jackson g:roup) Lsio: YIXl.:J/ :from roceiving ri chartor, 
There.6oro, ll\Y' resignation is regrettably submitted, Si.ncorol.y / s/ Clovelancl D:>nalli, J:r, 
cc: Mr, Spencer Oliver, Roy mlkins, Ch.arlos Evers, R, Hunter lCDrey• Tom J, ~ss, Jr,• 
Dolmas Hendarson, Raoul Cunningham, Malvin Whitfield, and other.s." 

• .. 
. ' 
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~ ~JOREY' 1i m'TER OF ~ wi;y: 6.5,-to-:-O?tOEE IWISEY, PRESIDEN1', MIS&l:SSIPPI AFI,-~O 

• u• It ~ms good to soo you nnd 1'lr. !Cinght at our vory.:,suocessful planning raoe.ting 
yesterday nt Toug~o Colloga. That tho stato· ATI,-CIO is 11ladged to .supporting and woi-king 
with us Yonng Domocrnts insuros us of s:ignific11rrt. success, Uo rui.d more peoplo come than 
oxpocted, over 150, ~0111 nt least 24 counties, and irom all five ·oongressioMJ. di.st.riots. 
101 o-f':f'ici~ registered. In tlwt N1ge.rd, and since as of' yot our organi-zatio;ln has not 
roceivod scy contributions, could you hel__p thill(ls by oa:rryi.ng out the mandate of the bocy 
which was to send n copy of' the rogistrntion list to evoryone on tho list. I oncloss a 
copy of' the list f'or that pur_pose, 

Pn:rtieipat:i.on socmod to bo quite b:rond and woll b.'tle.nccd. Tho _progrrun cons:isted 
of' 5 Negro spoakor~ and 5 ,;hi to spoakors I tr. E)!unett K. li:>rris, Prosidont, YllC of' HI,,,ds 
County; .Kev, Kenneth L, Doon, Elcocut1vo Sodrob:ry, Mississippi Council. on Hu.man RolAtion.s; 
Rev. Edwin IG.ng, Doan of Studo11ts, T01lg11.loo College; Nr. tawranco Geyot, Ch..u:rblan, Freedom 
llomocratic Party; IIWSe.l.f'; hlr, ansOl!l P, Jones, m, President !DO of 'Ol Miss; 1'r. Roscoe 
Jones., President, lllC of Meridian, &. Roy Dob(1rry:, President, YDC of il'olfy Sp:rihgs; yoursiUf; 
and R v, R.. !., '!'" Smith. --i, , - . ., . v • · 

I am looking i'onmrd to workin~ with, you. O.ll. our next 'J?larining ·~otj;!lg-, • '!£i<;h­
tho bocy dooi9-od t,o .bavo J1mb 4, 1,t?.111,, at Toug~oct, CQ!l-11go, ,Yoii will.be .loopt .:d:ight ,\\Iti­
to dato by the ,PlP._.mrl.ng Oot\Jid '11too ;th~ -'\'looted, w~,0h~.corumst "<Jf trui chap.ter,)'resi!lents,, 
Rev. Edwin King , IU1ll lJ\YSelf'. . ' • n, , 'T.I 

Yo-qx-s for Democrats :for,fl to tho n.itinnal p.u,-ty in Jld.ssissipp:i., / s/ 
cci Mr. Jlnnson.l'. Jones llI, Hr • .Robert Oi;wald, Hational Officers 0£ the ti:,,mg Democratic 
Clubs of A100rics, Hr. Bitlwoll Rctilin, 1u-s. Burnol.to Y, 1!1)llllington, Mr. E. K. Colline, Jell:-, 
:I.swronco Gey-at, Y..:rs, Voctoria J, Gra7, Rev, Edidn )wig, and 11r, Josoph llauh, 

CLAUDE )tAMSAY's REPLY, l-fl<y 6, 1965 
Rocoipt oi' your lot-tor of !illy· '.3, 1.tndor your signature ss Elcecutivo Secretary of 

tho "Young l);Wlocr.'.1:luo Olubs oi' 11:ississi-ppi.' 1, is acknowlodged, 
Tiahkly- I's slightJ.y pl1£?.lod tl;fte,r, .l'OCoi ving y-0ur lotto:r, l'his puzzlEllllent oepters 

around tho lot~hoad of your st~tiono:ey (sic) as wall as the n\lmbOJ:' of people "iiho you sent 
copies of ;tho le,tter to, ·You and I 'botlJ. ~o~ ~t the ";{oung Ilor.!ocratic Clubs o.t J.lississippi" 
has no of.ficial ~tatus, ln tho i'noo ~f thi:i, you s1,plll'ontly va.nt to convfl_1 M ~;cssion 
to the oontr.u-y, (Olli'to:rs note: in t'tlo intel'ost ¢'. broad:i:ng thf> Y'~J Demohnts, the , 
Whitfiel~,g:roupJms gj.ven up using its statipna;ry all!},,pcting Scplll'6t~),y. wt aro,·all-.now, 
one group,, .thi:i_ qur:ront "authority" now birl.1)1!: thR lDOM,Vonventioll '<tomlid.t'!:,&i). 

, f.s I have sto.t.ed boforo, tho l-li~p.l!sippi AFL-CIO tis :i:fite:rostixl .~ ,working ,,atb 
?fdlor gr_oup~_,t9ward tho establishment of a conafida Demool'at.:i.c 1'arty in t)tls stl!l'l;y.,, This. 
a:P}.l'.µe:;, ':9 you and your associates when you convince ua that this is likowiso your 
ob;lilcti vo, 

I (!Xpeot to c:onvono our Exocut:!.vo Co171llli ttee in the noar future OJ'ld lti.ll proisE111t 
your request that we do the lll-1.:iJing to those in attendance at th9 }lay 2nd lll8eting. 
/ rs/ Claude R.e.msay, cc I J,;r, Clifton C.U,ter, National Demoore.tio Party, r..a;, Al HOuse,t , 
Young Demoorats o;f Amo:rica, Mr, Joseph Rauh, l·f:,, E. K, OUJ.in.s, Hr, :Bi,dt,rell Adalll;,'Jl!f;". 
~~j; A~d, l'i:r, J,wnsom Jono, Rev, Edtdn lQ.ng, Mr, Charms ~ers 1 !lrf -~Jt m~;i, 

'- 11, ' 

., - ~ • ,. ,,0, , . '\,j/C~ J.t 
"'tf-J1J! '<;-;ii .,I 1- .. ,1~. l; 'ff j· I 

LEnW q( liUNTER l·l>Rli!l'. TO }'RED R.!Car, ;.Anofu ~. itwWJ.VE SECREI'ARY, 19 EI\Y 65'i, 
Mr. Frederick ,\, R:l.ooi, YDCA, 1730 K St,, N,11,, Washington,, D,C, 

' 

ldth its oxtro.110 11hito Guprom'.l.CYi tho Btato or }i:l.s~is~ppi does not make oz,galli~~or 
loyalty to polit.ioa of the nat.ionnl Domoora1;io l'ar"l:y oasy, espooially at ~- 'time oi ac;tion 
for oitj.:i;onsbip rights isioh as voting. -Wo hopo tha, you 1'1:ill help us theroi'ore in recru­
ti,ng members and clubs ;for ~e Young Democratic Clubs of /,merica~ We need orgmuzµg 
.matorinls and assistance, bis is the 5th t:I.Jlla wo (YilCll) have :reque,;ted aid, CoJfl:cl-:you 
please send us assis.taneo, 100 'YDC/1 Organizing Umuals; Constitut.l.ons, Ilir.eic:to:rios, and 
!.".i m:i 7 sr bat.ohos of !JX:t\ and DelllOcratic Party Illll.torials. We -wish illl oUl' .s-&ito-)tl.de work 
to ba in full conforlltkty ,,d th tho Constitution .and requ:l.l'el!lonts o-f: -the drgarii,zation, And, 
as YDCJ\ Secretary Mr, .ti:ruso requested February 15 and as I again.st requested Anril. 14th, 
oould you ple.,se indicate il1 ,mat manner should tho senior plll'ty ·offici·ais be contacted in 
regard to olUtrto:ring a Young Democratic alub, Mr. ~se .referred 'to tho ~appi;oved forms" 
which you apparently have. Could you please send ,y.s. several sets ot tb81n since a1; Mr, 
Kruse said "J)oss:l.bly some tlill get lost by the intended recfli)Jionts." ln addition, we have 
been told by Hr, I:nlo Wagner that there ld.ll bf.I a national college YlX!A convonti--0n i:n New 
York City octobor 12-16, ~ro have not :roceived ol'lot,:l'-'l>l'k concerning mi;sr nation:el YIX:A 
convention. Will 1 t be tho sa.me tine e.nd place .is, ,Jilie collage one? Please send nll details. 

Our records indicate tho follo,-i.ng cont11cts bet-wean the YOOA and the YDCH: 
(ed. note, this is as of 19 HAY 65) A\lg\lst 21-23 1 •'64 1DCM applied for a charter at the 
m Atlantic City meeting. Sept, 2, 0 6/i J . .l\lbert House wrote J.fel'Vin Whitf:i.old, YL'CM 
President, roturning. ou1· ohe:rter application and referr.ing us to you i'or irtforl)llltion. 
Fnbru1:1ry 15 2 °6.i Edldn Kruse sond ,,'hitfiold a copy of his lotter to ynu request.ins that you 
put Whiti'ield on the lDCA ll!ld.lins list and send hira org-e.nizing matenaa. Februn:r;r 20, •65 
You -wroto \-.'hi tfiold including e. Constitution and semor party offioi,tls addresses. {\priJ. 
9,10, •65 Wlrl.t:r.iold presontod the mr charter application ago.in, including list of chsp1;,er 
towns nnd prosidel'lts, Constitution, ".nd ,iroof th:it senior party Chairman Bidwell Adrun did not 

• 
I 
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support the national party Presidential. hOllli.nee and therefore waived the certification 
requir~nt. April 1 £i.. 'liS, YICM sont YDCA our April Newsletter. Aaril 21. • 65, House sent 
YDCM back their charter application and stated that Ricci and Rosak ll'ould send us .tD&terials, 
Aprll 27, •65 YOOH sent nx:A another r~uost for orgameatioruil. materials including a list 
of the 41 l!Inds County members, and addrossos,. May 31 °65, YDCH sent copy of sunnpa.ry o.1' th,e 
Mly 2nd state pl.annig meeting a.t, rougaloo to YDCA, including ttddrossos of tho 101 registrants, 
May 13, 065, Ouo Wagner sent YlJCM applications for college chapters and notification of the 
Oct. 12-16 college convention. May 101 •65, House sent YDC:M a,·letter stating that Frank D, 
Rosak couldn't attend our I-lay 2nd !lloeting ch,,o to an automobil.o accidol)t, and again referred 
our req11&sts 6o;r help to the proper YIX:I\ offices, Hr, House negloctod to mention that tho 
sol.f'-avowed foe ot: YDCM., Span.car Oliver, also Cl\lllO down, and both Oliver and Bozak contacted 
Claudo Ramsay ani tho •01 l.aiis group (who had both argued against us) but not a single 
YJXl,I po,rson, . , .,, 

We trusi tnat thia t:iftia request f~r materials will produce rosults, Cordia!]y-, 
R. Hunter ~.1oroy L od. notes we irtill ha-ve not roc<4vod our matorials i'rom, tho nationai/ 

... • • 
.., 

SENIOR PARl'Y OFFICIAIS-Al,ID Yii:H 
' As indioll\toil. aboyo, certification must bo obteinod .from tho stato party offim.als 

(2 out. of t.be Chairmnn, National, Coillllli.ttooman, !lational Comm!. ttoowoman) unloss any ono of 
such "senior Party of'ficers ., . ''!:ailed. to support tho Domoorat.ic Prollidont.ial nonti.noo in 
the last preeoding oloction,~ Bidwell Adam has boon the Chairl!lan £or yoars, First SUprarno 
Court Justice rom Br.-lldy and now Sena-t;or El. It. Collins is the National Collllllittoeman; and first 
Mrs, J. A. Phillips a.nd now llrs, &lrnotto Y. Hennington is tho National Co.mmittoowoman, Tho 
formor o.l'ficors faile~ to respond t:avorably to our requests !or suggostions and corti.f'icat.ion, 
Tho current sot havo oithor been vary hostile, such as B1.dwoll ,l\drun who sent the l{ansas City 
meeting a tolegra.m stating ho )mew nothing about w. and rafusod to certify us while I havo 
in my possession ~e letter o!: iugust 7 • 1964 in which }.ir, Adam rofors our stato secretary's 
(l-!r, Henderson) requost .t:or certification to }lr. !~ulqin, Secretary o.f' tho PN"W qxocutivo 
committoo; or 1n tho caso of tho national commit.tea pooplo, t.hoy wroto vpry fri1indl;r lottors 
to bo ro1;1d in Kansas Oit,y, but havo rofusod t11 answer (along with nr. Adam) fil!I of tho more 
than five letters oaob I havo sent them sinco tho Kansas City moating. I have sont thOlll ill 
information about tho clubs; notices ii;nd iJ114tations to mootings, otc., and r.oquosts for 
511ggostions and aey criterion or standards thoy -might hnve for oerti.t.'ioation, They have 

totally rat'usod to coopornto at. all and hevo coouplotal;y ignored our roquost:i for i:ertifi­
cation or won juat commnnication. I" I'eqL' ~itt wo, should not bo reqiurod to obtain signa­
tures from officials who re!'use to aven rapl3'·to,~etters, and ',hen the Chairman did not 
support the LBJ HHH ti.ckilt e.nd so waived the roqu:irolllf)ot. ,In. addition',. I personally agree 
w.1.th tho legal .brief proparod by 1Lttornoy Joseph R(l.uh whieh p,:ovos that tho F.roedom D mocratic 
Party is the only loyal state party in Ml.1~ssippi. and ~hat theraforo we should be a.hawed 
to use the FIP offioilils for oorti.fioatioi:I. (1; hav0 oertified receipts .f.or all corrospon-
denco indioatod above.) ' 

• 
WBl\T YOU CAN IXl TO HELP 

1, Research on Bl.dr4ell Adam (;1lsa Collins and Hennington) to prove that he did not support 
the PresidE!lltiaJ. nominee of the nat.1.ooa.l DelllOcratic Party. 1-li.ssissippi newspapers wch·;i.s • 
the Cu\RION LEOOID, JACKSON nuLY NE,WS, ibCOMB lllTEm>ItrZE, DELTA JDDCMT mm;, and oth8l's 
such as from Guli'port; a-nd the ilel!lphis Commermal Appeal, tho llew Orleans Times PyoiallUlle, 
the Nat,r York Tilllas, Wasbington Post. ate.• should be carefully exalllihed for the 11eriod 
between June, espocia1J¥ the J\UgU.at al'ld Nov011lber p~ods 11.nd later for post alocti.on r 
coverage. 

2. Legal Br1.e£s in support of granting a charter to tho Young Democratic Clubs of Hl.ss:!.s­
s:i.ppi. - ?or presentation to the Credentials Cammi ttee • the National. Committee and tho 
National Convention o.f the YDCJ1, (>iith copies to all the state delegations). 

- -:-,3, Letters of support both from the ~rass roots and from big shotsi send to the YDCA 
. - '. oi't1C$~, the Na.ti.an.l Halrlbership Col111llit.tee, the Na.tionnl Committee of the YDCA. We noed 

lottors 'from individullls, YD members, church, 111.bor, civio groups, public officials, 

• 

~, 
congrellsJ!lllil, national 1':iguros, eta. 

4. Lobbying with YIX:A Jllatj,ona,.l Off.":l.cors, National Membership Committ_oo mombors, and tho 
state deli5gliti6ns and tho National. Committee to support our ohartor application nt tho 
nx:A National Convention in Now York City this October 12-16. 

5, Fund raisinf - mimoo paper, ink, posuigo, envelopes, rant, .filing cabinets, transpol•ta­
tion in the stae and to N01-T York in October. Wo 1-10uld liko to buy some school buses 
(new ones so wo won't bo stopped by frequent. repairs) so th.it wo won•t just spend n lbt of 
bus rental money and have not.lung t.o show for it back in tho state attarwarils, Tl)ey cost 
about $6,500 each, Wo have the time to raise this typo of !!lC)ney, The YIX::(1 and the­
l'iovoment back in ~assiss:i.ppi MEED those buses), 

-



6. Letters to the F,di.tor and Articles about tho YllCM (based on this book) for newspapers 
and magazines and nG11sletters. Get gtoups to put out special mailings nnd reports on us. 
Get this book dupllcatad and distributed u:l.dely. " 

7. P:rEiparo denpnstratiops e.nd )esters for the New Y rk convention October 12-16 (picketting, 
freedom sil:1ging, sit-ins, etc. aro~ :the theme ~TER THE :rooro DEM:lCRJ\TIC CWB OF 
M[SSISSIPPI, USE/ signs such as HOW I.Oro, BOW I.ON:l TO 1;11\ft? YOOO IlEl<IlCRATS OR YOONG 
mxrcRATS? REXXXiNIZE MISSISSIPPI. J\ VO'.l'E FOR M[SSISS!PPI IS J\ VOTE FOR J!REEIDN. etc. 

8, Get other organizations and chapters of groups to make support of us their program. 
Student groups, peace groups, ci.vil rights groups, political groups, all can play a part. 

9, Como do"''l'l and work w.l. th us in Ml.ssissippi . , Get n supporting letter f"l'Olll your nearest 
office 'Which bas recruited workers for Mississippi before (such as SNCC, CORE, Fil', etc.). 
You sho\\ld oither be an experienced organiz8l',_,or CR, w9rker, a YD official or Democratic 
Party o.fficial, or have something unusual to of.for our work AflD at least $500 in ba.1..l bond 
money ready -with a person who can wire it right down wltep we call him collect AND 11.t lea.st 
$25 a weok living D10ney since ALL expenses must.. ho ~aid by the volunteers sj,nce we have no 
rnoney, AND a ,,;7J1ngnoss to live in 01-owded, poor conditions, which are sometimes da.ngerous. 

* 
NATIONAL OFF!Cl!RS OF THE YO(JN; DEM)CR/\TIC CLUBS OF AM!il!ICA 

• • II',/' 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
J. Albert House, +(tr, 
245 Jloan6kecJt'VtinUe 
Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

.{ 

VICEi.'PRFSIIENT 
Alice 1'li1J.E.hon 
Route"l, -Box 195 

••• ~t:Iand~ ¥.1.orl.da 
.....L>~t ~1 .. 

TREASURE!V''< 
~'1tenneay • 

• "fr :::55~~ect il.ve, 
·Wes£•'lf~£ord, Cotni, 

. • ' 
·,: 

EXEOOrrVE -~Y • 
r.~ 1'.reacrick A, Riedi! 
"-1730 l' St,, N.t-1. 
- wa·sfidngton, D.C. ,.., 

* 

. . 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
19:1 Rosewell 
3321 W. G:U,.dysc.Ave. 
Cln:cago 24, Ill-, ., 
COLLIDE VICE PRESil;lmX 
n.le l~gner .c-; 

1730 K St., N.W, r -
Washington, D.C, 

C!!AIElWI, of the~ 
of REXiIONJ\LunrREX;TORS 
R. Spencer liver 1 
133 Old S81'Ulto Office Bldg, 
iv<1sbillgton 25, D.C. 

" 
.OOLLIDE mRECTOR 
Franklin D, Rozak 
1?30 K.St., N,W, 

, Waslµngtcn, D.O. 
J * 

VICE PBFSJ:DBNT 
Olivar Ocasek 
7665 Gannett Road 
No:rthfial.cl, Ohio 

SECRETARY 
Edwin Kr4Se 
107 Conter J\vo • 
Chatham, N,J • 

~COUNSEL 
D:>n'~~ton 
412 Golfl!lJO'rCe Elf.change Bldg. 
01;Ja~o1n,'-City, Oklahoma 

fr 

... 
I ; • 

NAnoNAL NEl'11lER.Slill' comp:;['TEE of the ,IDUN:l-mtlqru\TIC CLUBS OF .AMERICJ\
41 

~ ~ I 

C!IAIRW!.N, SUBCO~ ON Ilmald L. BoIIKer 
ALABAMA & MISSISSIPPI , c/ o Sonatcr M!!urino Neuberger 

CHAIRMAN 
Patrick C. Clary 

fyoung I»n\ocrati.o Clubs 
1730 K st,, N.W, 
Washington 6, D,C, 

R, Spencer Oliver 431 Senate Office Building 
133 Old Senate Office Bldg, 1vash1ngton 2.5, D,0, 

Geri Storm 
c/o senator Joseph Clark 
United states Senate 
Washington 2.5, D.C. 

D:>n Hamilton • 
412 Commei"ce Ex:cruu,ge Irulg. 
Oklaholllll ~ ty • Oklahoma 

Washington 115, n,c. • 

Jan Pettee 
1.527 Co.rcoran st,, N,ri,.. 
{lashington, D.C. 

.1 .•. 
Bradley G, M::D:>nald, Esijuire 
1012 14th st,.t N~H. 
Washington 5, Il,C. 

* 
.,. tr;.-:, ~. 

'! YDCA SO!l'l'RFAST-.ERN CONFERENCE OFFrc::rA:t.s. ,r -
.... :.,·:.-J.i..l h· , ·r "" .. :·l ~. 

-'rnAlRMi\N :, 1 - GULF -(~~n 1/.:!:l m;RE:C:l'OR 
.J.~rJ: Jlar:tTett I1tm ,.Ellis. .t, .. 

Box- 25 r~ ,2Z~ Gen"lt-p. B01':>hing ~. 
Holly Springs, Ga, New Orleans,, La, 

li'rankJi n Raney 
Apt. 106, 215 C(mstitution Ave, 
Washington, D,c: 

!'·p:· 

John J. Sexton, Esquire 
1000 Fadai;-al. Bnr-: J;m.lding 
1815 H St,, ~.w. 
Washington 6, a.p,. 

I •• 

GOLF omrry· rmu;x:)TOR 
John ~JmahR~, Esqu+,re 
1112 Qeor,g:J.n DriV:8 • 
New Orleans. Ila, 

SOtirBEASTEl\N CXlN~{CE DEPUTY CIUIRMAN: Dl.vo Roi.d, Esquiro, B:>x 375, Groanvillo, N.C. 
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ulCA STATE GROUPS POSSIBLY l!ELPFOL (tho Presidont or other top person) 

Jnok D, Files 
215 Goshen 
l!orth Li ttJ.o Rook, Ark 

Gordon Grahrun 
903 QUL1ckonbos ,St., N.W. 
Washington, D.c. 

Jack R, .B!>aupre 
Kanltokoa County Courthouse 
Kanko.koo, Illinois 

w.,i:cy, O..-linsky 
1316 Bolton st, 
aaltimoro, Marylllnd 

Dal Swigart 
3328 North 58th 
Omaha, Nobraslca 

Cathy l.awlow 
Valley Ci.ty 
North Inlcata 

,, 

Joe J'lcoman 
1622 House Ol':r.ioo Building 
Washington, D,C. 

Raoul Cunningham 
5327 4th St,, N.W, 
Washington, D.c. 

Willilll'il E. Gl\lha 
1012 :Far= 
I:nvonport • -;t:0110 

Tho!JlE<S Suili'Van 
166 Nortll Main st. 
Jvmdolph, Mass. 

John 1, (},oa,ney, Jr, 
151 CorneU Atio, 
Hawthorno, N,J. 

John McDonald 
:,88 6t!\ 11.ve, W, 
Eugono, Orogon 

Howard Schumann 
i1047 Ho.wthorne mvd. 
Lonnox, Co.lifornia 

Leo R'rulite 
1st Security Bank B:lilding 
.Boise, Idaho 

,Tohn Ivan 
112,20 West 10th 
Slu1tmeo Mission, Kansas 

llob Owens 
Carlton 'collogo 
'tlorthfield, }!inn, 

John D, Kearnoy 
)!!? N, ~gher 11.ve, 
stat&11 Island, New York 

Paul 'r, Hicks 
72 Callan St, 
Providence, Bhodo, Island 

-..... 

Dl.cldo Leo Shap_p(!jrd ·, ·On these next. tvo pages is the Constitution of the Mississippi 
Gal!iffll'l Phi Beta H uso ·Democratic Conference which was obtained b:om the Sunda,y, 
University of Wyoming llay 2'.3 Ha.rid:i.an meeting from which I was excluded and froln 
Lnrmtti.o, Wyoming which at least tvo local registered Negro citizens were 

excluded :rner~ly because they were acting F!P County Chair~ 
and looal COFO l'roject Director, I think tr.at this group is part ot the "Liberal Establis'il-
1110nt" plan to organiz-e counter -to the FIP to at;tempt to, destroy it (and to provide "safe 11 
and "responsible" Negroes to integrate the :r::.a.c1s1i lll.esissippi regular Democratic P,µ,;cy. 
'!'.:rl.s "Democratic Conference" ma..y well oo the mst significan:t threat to progress oh the scene. 

At this conclusion of Ill}' personal report (AND THIS REPORT IXlES NO'.rREPRESl!NT THE 
Y.:Ul:i3 ml!OCRATIC CUJBS OF l'IDJSISSIPPI Ben .IS MERELY l•.Y-OWN OPINION) I Jo1ant to make sure that 
tho limitations and o_p_portunities of the Young llelllOcrats are, clear, fil organizations and 
institutions are mere tools tor people to use to get their needs i'ulfilled. 1'11.ssissippi now 
ne .. ds ,. !<aw Reconstruction co.raplote with the political and social revolutionait,y il!l)lications. 
Instead of minor:1 ty of weal.tb,y i.h:ltes totally controlling the community, the majority .drl.

0

cll 
is lr~de up of Negroes and poor mrl.tes must rule democratically, Not only voter registration 
end mass direct action {both of \lhich r~n essential) but political groups must grow in 
-which Nogroes and poor whites can focus their voting power to 111ake the needed drastic 
o:Ianges ·come about, They l!Dlst not be hampered by either the old line whiie racists and 
unolo Tons, nor the ne>r type of enemy, the Negro and "White "moderates" 'Who a.re merely 
opportunistically motivated to fulj'ilJ. their own-selfish ambitions. Last night for 
exrunple, Charles Evers of the IWCP (a pal'tipipant in the Democratic Conference~ who has 
publioally criticized both FlF and .!ho was the main reason why 1'8 Young Democrats still do 
not h::c'1o a charter, oame to the FIi' rally ai'ter the Capitol !•larch arrests clail'lling that 
"«henrtho ,.chips are doun, we are all. together." 

I ~ve never seen such a blatant case o;f a man desparately trying to get public 
credit for something he not only has dona nothing for, but which he has attacked. When you 
uo sucoossful then even some o;f your enemies o1ai:m to have been for you. 'rhe i'.a.ct is that 
i."1 }lissis11ippi Charles Evers has been unable to come UJl 'With any progrmn. COFO and FIP have 
all of: the irllagin.at.:1 ve leader ship and the DJass support. Mr. Evers just has his 'Id.sh to be 
a big S:1ot, So uhen.FilP st.i.rts something 'li'h!ich is obviously excellent, and 'When the local 
people start supporting it in a big way, (over· 6oo pl)Ople are now in jail in Jackson in the 
oi:rrent FilP campaign) all "Negro leaders" feel that they must either support it- or be 
pl!blically left aside as- the irrelevant old thing some really are, We· m\fst not under­
estiioto the power of such Negro and 1.dlite opportunists, Jlemenibor bow Evers took over the 
M:iclison County COFO and FilP situation, how th8 NAACP tried to take over the McComb 
clevelopinent, etc. Ona problem has been our :reluctance to define the difference between the 
,;ar:Lous groups lllld what th8y stand for. It is 'tr\le that there is ~opi tor weryone here, 
but thc2·0 are· mJci:l genuine a.nd illlp.g;ta.nt di.f;ferences botween the iµ-oups, that-glns"Sing ,over 
them bocomos irresponsible and allows things liko the &tnooratic Conterence and the "Liberal 
Es'.ablishmDnt" to talco us ovor, .bet l1ll1 111111@ it cllla:t' that I do not object ot having the 
nlibe.,al Establishment" in the Young llE>J110crats, but I do object to their atten;>ts to kill 
us or .failing thn.t, to take us over, !lho l'eople 0 s Movoment Shall Reach Vootory SolllG ])).y, 
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CONSTITUTION OP THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRA'.l'IC CO)'{Fmli:NCE 

ARTICLE I - Name This organization shalJ. be !mown by, 8.l'.lci do business under the name o£ 
"The Mississippi Demooratd.9 Conferonoe, Incorporated~. 

ARTICLE II - .Purpose Tl:ie pu.ryose of this organiziition shall be to bring together in one 
organization, tJ}rough c;luly 4ect:ecl reprosentatives. members of city and county Democratic 
·organizationi;- witbin the stato 1 to stil!llllate and,:facilitate the organization of such groups 
where none exists, and to adv6c1to, and advance the principles and goals of the Nat-:l.onal 
Democratic Party. • 

I 
ARTICLE m - Membership '.tho l'dssissippi DemoO'l'atio Conference &hall bo compgsed of a 
specified number of bona fide Domocrats elected to .represent the Congressional..ll!Jt.bricts 
within the state, Each Congr1;11,sional DI.strict shall have tho number of vote,; equivalent to 
tho numb.or of representatives in tl\o lower house of the }!l.sSissippi 1-1fg:l.slat1ll'o, 

ARTICLE IV - Meetings 
second Sunday in April. 
majority of tho members 
of at least Tl members, 

The Nississippi Democratic Conference shill meet annually on the 
Special sessions may be called by the chail'l!lan upon approval of a 

of the Boa.rd of D!.reoters. Jl .quormu. of .tha. Oilnt'.oi:enco...sho.11 consist 
rop.resonting at loast five Co.ngrossional Districts, 

J\.R'l'IOLE V - Officers Section 1. Tho olootod o.Cficors of tho Conference shall consist of 
a chairman, a soorotary, an assistant sooratary, a t.rea-eurer, .a parliamentarian, and a chapl­
ain. An officer shall hold office for ono yoar, or until a succossor has boen ole'eted. Of­
ficers may succeed themsolvos in office. Section 2. All officers shall be elected annually 
by ballot at tho annual mooting, and shall be installed immadia.te,ly . .....S.ootion '-·- :!Ille .B'.>ard 
of .tll.roetors shall consist of the e'leoted officers, tho ch&irn!an'·of standif% committoos, and 
tho District REIJ;>rosontativos. •Rop.resantativos-at-J.arge may servco ort, tho Board. of Directors 

,ns aJ.ternatos to 'tho Di.strict Roprosontativos. Section 4. The oxool;ltivc commi~e<i of the 
Boa.rd of D!..roctor s shall consist of tho ol::1ct¢d offioo.rs. Section 5. An exocuti'ire commi. ttoo 
quorum shall consist of at loast four ( 4) oJ.octod of.fie ors. - i 

ARTICLE VI - 'tfacanoios In the .ovcant of death, phy'sil!li.l or m0IJ't;hl disal:xUity, .or other dis­
quall.ficati.ons .of tl)o chairman, tho vico chairman shall take over tho duties of the Chlrl.rmAn• s 
offuo, and shall coliduct s'lioh office until tho' noxt regular election., In tho ovont of the 
doath or disqualification of an;y-other oloctod officer, the oxccutivo corond.ttoo shall, by 
tr.ajority veto, awoint ·s ·successor to servo until the next regular election, 

-·•·--
• 1 JffifiCLE VT.I - Duos and Assessments 1?.e:ch County and eeeh. City Democratic Con:forenoo shall 

be li!3sasseu ton conts annually -for each rogiste.rod llEl!lbci-at in thd County or City Conference, 
p:1yab1e in two insta.ll.lnents. Contribtiti.ons to tho National Demobratic Party ipay bo made in 
tbo fnrm of mombcrshi_p dues or donations -th.rough tlid stato Cont'eNlnce. . ____ _ 

f __.J ... :t..,.~ 
ARTICLE VIII - Amendment-s..Jmd RoVisions Any proposal to amonil must come from at loast ton 
mo~s :from at leas't. -throe Congressional Ilist.ricte 90 da;rs before tho anhual 'f!leet-ing in 
Aptcil. The proposal must include tho si'gnature,; of tho members, nnd must be sent to tho 
chairman, and a copy to tho sMrotary, /my' amei-11:!inent may be cEianged at tho t:inie -of tho annual 

~ting es long as· tho modification is gerw>ne 'to the or,iginal P!Oposel, end is votod favor-
ably by 2/J of tho members 'present and voting, ' • • ., 

' BY-LAWS ' ----·- - -
L 

.Article I - M<mlbershibs Section 1, The Mississippi Domocretio Conference s~ bo colll­
posod of a specified nurnbe.r o.f representatives of County and City Domoorati·c Conf'erences or 
Clubs -from aa~lf Congressional Distl-.iot J.l'I MielSissippi, Sdion 2. Each county witbin o Con­
gressional District which ,has at least 100 qualified .llomocrats '.!!hall be entitled to a rep­
re:J'entativo, Sootiion J, The names of the .representatives and their alto.rnatos must be cer­
tified to tho Sborotary of tho ttississippi Demoratic Confo.rcnco by the president or chair­
~~ socrot:u-y-·~£ th.e County or City Con!er-enco ir.lmocfilltely after they are elected or 
·11ppointod. r • ... 

·n .e 

Article n Mootings Tho rogul./1.r annual mooting shall bo held on tho second Sunday in 
April a:t a place dosi~ted by tho Conference o;r th@ l30a.rd of Dtrootors. Special sessions 
of'•ith~ Confo.ronoo may bo oillod by tho thair_man ~on approvAL.oi' n majo,tity of the...Board of 
D!.rootors. Sped.al sossions may bo hold only after met!lbors have had twenty days notice. 
Board moot:i11gs ma-y bo oe.lled by tho chairman, or by one-third of the members of the Board. 
r ': , .. -... - _.::;;..:. 
A.rtiolo III - Officors Tho ot.ficors of the Mississ.i.ppi Democratic Conforon~ snail bo 
(i}a chairman, (2) a "{:I.co chllirtnlln, (3) n socrotary, (4) an assistant socrotary, (5) a. 
treasurer, (6) s pa.rlirunentarian and (7) a chaplain, 

Jlrticlo IV - Ilutios of tho Officers It shall be tho duty of the chainrian to prosido at all 
mootj.ngs of tho Conforonco and of tho oxocutivc comrnitteo, ahd to soo thdt tbo Constitution 
and policies o.f' tho Coni'oronoo a;ro carrisd out. 'Ibo chairman shall appoint all standing 
oommittocs, nnd aey other committees censiderod neoosssry to carry out the program of tb.o 
Conf'oronco. Tho vice chairmrul shall preside st 11J.l meetings in tho absonco of tho chair.man, 
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nnd she.ll perform such ethor dutios ns IIISY bo assigned by tho chm.man. l'ho socrotary shall • 
koop all i,eeords of tho ,Conforonco, rocoro tho lllinutos of oach mooting of tho Conforonco and 
of tho oxocutivo committao, rocoi.vo all monies of tho Conforonco and issuo vouohars for 
chocks against th<i nccount of tho Conforenco. Tho assistant socrotaey shall act .as soo­
rotar;y in tho absonco of tbo .,,oorotru:-;y, "nd ,.t, tho· diroction of tho choJ..r,Mn. Th<i> !:ro11.suror 
shall raooivo all mo!'li.os givon to him by tho soorote.ry, doposit sruno in a oo1Ul1loroia.l_ bonk, 
and issuo chocks upon vouchers rocexi.vod fi'om tho socrotnry. Th.o pnrlia.Jnontarian shall soo 
that tho mcotiJ;igs Al:'.e conducted according to p,u,liamontary procedure, Tho clutplain shllll 
opon and closo oaeh l!leoting With prayor, 

Artiolo V - R¢venuo 'Ibo rovonuo of this Conforonco shall coma frOl!I 1110lllborsh1p duos and 
sssosmonts, and from such other activitios which aro doO!nOd appropirato, In ardor for a 
member to bo oligiblo to voto in the annual mooting e.nd to bo eligible for elooti.on to 
offi.co or appointment to comrnittoos, the assessment of the (:aunty or City Coni'oronoo or 
Club whioh he roprosenu; lllll.St bo fully paid by March 15, 

Arti.olo VI - El.oction of OUioers At each annual moeti-ng thore shall be eloctod a nomi­
nating oomml.ttoo of fivo whoso duty .it will bo to propo.re a slate of ()M(iidatos £or pro­
sontaiqon at tho noxt annwu. mooting, Ench tnOlnbor of t)lo comnn.ttoo shall bo from II difi'or­
ent Congrossione.l District, Cal'llliidates My bo 110!td.Mtod t'rotll tho floor. Voting mny bo 
secrot or opon ballot, Candidates roca1ving a l!l4jority of votes shall be doclarod oloctod. 
The Cb;,:irman of the Confcranoo shall bo 41'1 ox-officio mombor of all. committoos. 

Artiolo VII - Cor.imittoos Tho st.anding ool!llli.ttoos of tho Conforonco shnll. b.01 1, 9.ldgot, 
2. Finance, f, Legislation, 4, Mambarship, 5, Organizing, 6. Progr=, 7, Public Ralat.ions 
and REsOl\l"ch, 8, Voting and Rog;i.s:tratior.i, 9, Women's Acti.Vit.ios. Tho chll,i.rmim of tho 
colllmittcos shall bo appointod by tho Cbairmn of tho Confaronoo, 0th~ mo;mbors of ~o 
corwgi,ttoos shall bo appointed by tho Iltstrict. RoprosOl).tativos, or by t)lo Chairman of tj;p 
Confonmco, 

i\rticlo VIII - o.itias of Conmiitteos 1. Elldgct, This committoo shall ~oparo tho annilal' 
):,uclgat llild pl:'oscnt it to tho Conforonco at its annunl mooti~. 2, F'ino.noo,. 'C!:l,o Fin4!'\llCI,-~ 
Commi.ttoo shll.ll propose nnd pl.an spocial lul'ld-rnisi.ng projoots ~hon noodod, b'o .rosponsib1ftJ 
:tier rooo:i.ving .financial contributions at tho public 1DOOti.l')gs, at tho annuru. mootj.ngs, and 
on other spooial occnaions, nnd shall porform such ot.hor duti.os ao tho oxocutivc; committ.QY 
may authorize in order to provide tho Conforonco with adequate funds, J, Legislation, It 
shall bo tho duty ef this colli!lli.ttoo to ;>nalyzo and ovo,lu.-ito proposod. or pond:uig logislati.on; 
to rQCommend support of legislation cohducivo to tho gonor11l wolfaro nn,d opposition to, and 
ropoal or, legislation not :!:n tho public il'ltorost; to roconnllcind noodod legislation, 4. 
Mombcrslu.p, This co.mm:l.ttoo shnll consist in part oJ: the chair~ of the meniborship com-
mi ttoos in the Congrossioruu lli.stricts, and shall have tho responsibility of idantifying 
and corti.fying tho County D:lmocratic Clubs which aro bona· fide -J,'inancial mombors of tho 
Conforonco, (1'ho 11oluborship Commi'l,too is tho Cl-odontia.J, Comndttoo), 5, Organizing, 
Tho prilllary .1,'unctl..on of this comnd'.ttoe shall be that of stimula~ a.nd fa~litating tho 
orgllllizat:1.on of county-wido llolllQorat1o Clubs in tl:\osa counties in which they wi not pxist, 
a¢. thnt of facilitating their .financial at:Ciliat;l.on ldth t'\lo Coni'eronco., 6, Prpgram, 
This committee shall develop for tllo Conforonco program_ proposals which shall bo submitted 
to tho oxocutivo commi.ttoo, and shall a:icecuto such program acti'll!.tios as tho oxocutivo 
comati.t.t,oo llll'Y assign. 7, Public Rolat1ons and REsoarch. It shall bo t.i,o duty ?f this 
,oonm:ittoo to 1ntorprot tho Cont:oronco to tho public and to adv;i:io tht'.I offioars and mQmbors 
of tho Cofifoz,ence as tq decisions and activities most appropriate fo;r creating and lllllinJ• 
Wning tho most offectivo public imago, It shall, also, bo tho cluty of this committoo 
to assomblo through inquiry, invostigntion· e.nd rormal. rosoarch such data as would be of 
value to the~Conference• and to prosont such to tho Conf'orenco in'an effootivo manner, 8, 
Voting and Registration, This commi.ttoo shall assemble llnd dissQl!d.nate through tho most 
appropnato channels such :l,ntorlll!;ltion as m:1.ght promote the most et:f.ootivo voting on tho pa.rt 
,of tbo oloctoJ:"ato, and facilitate tho rogistr1.1.tion of tho unrogistorod, 9. Womon•s 
~tiVit:!.os, The duty of this oommittoo shall bo that of torll1Ulat1ng llnd reco=ending to 
the oxocut:1,vo cOlll!llittoo J?rograms dos1gnod to facilitate tho offoctivo participatian of 
women in tho Party, and to oxocuto tho pprovod programs, 

Art:ielo IX - Roberts Rules of Order 
of Order. 

Tho Oonfaronco shall be govornod by Roberts Rul.os 

Artiolo X - Amondmont Tho By-Laws of tho Confaronoo may bo runondod at ~ annual 
mooting by n two-thirds majority voto of tho mt'.lmbor.s present and voting, 

,. 
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