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Proposed Educational PJ'ogr.am 

Student Non-Violent Coor·dinat lng Committfle 

Note: Evflryghlng hera should be cons i:lerad suggestive, 
explorntory, re-~orked, both b•Jfore and during t!Je 
:E:l\:eoutive Oommictee meetlng, so that. we ond up with 
e. plan that has both J"eolism and vision 

The Probl<drnl 

Ovei' 200 young people have interrupted chair educnti.on at 
various levels--high school, coll.eg<:~, graduai>e school--to devote 
their en.er!lias full - Mme to SNCC in securinP: civil rirrhts for 
Netrr>oes in· the South. In so doi.ng, they- have put lnto practice 
on(! of' those vnlues which th.e nation's most farsighted educators 
and educational leader.s have sought to pl.aos before the young 
people or l.h!l ne.t1on;commlttme\'lt to helping oM •s fellow man . 
ThuG, in a: sense, it is thoso students •ni le nrg not involved 1n 
thls 11o'tremant who OU'.a being educption•tlly deJ:n•ived. 

Yet, wWla recognizlr.p; •what th&y .1 re f!'a ining, we must also 
undersLar>d that those young peopl& in tho 'field nre sncril'icing 
important alanohts or oducetion which arEJ avnilnble in a t'Ol'Mal 
a-cademic set tine: : 1ntabsiva t•e qd tng, oxchan~ge!! or in1'ol'mn.tlcn 
artd opinions wltb others o.r ~ho saMe intelloctual interosts, 
consultation \Vith baSlchera and othors hav:ln,- sp<Jcial lmowludgo 01· 
insights to shnrs 111Uh yoUU{! peopl<J. To hav<a these a>~nllabl" 
without tho stirnUl'ltlon of 3ocil'll lnvo1Wl!tte'1t--r.s is true i.'l •noat 
acadol'tlic llt.tuations--ts to huve on1.y n part;~~l educ"'t1<m. But 
to be involved 1n socicl r{c1;i n, w1.tbout u~il.1zine; I tr, !Jtinml'\tion 
fol:' intellectual growt h, is to leave unrcalit-<:d a rr·• at potential, 
for tho individual <>nd fol' society. P l noas 1 ilw 4...tiocb Collogo 
n~:~ve SOUI!ht in th&i r own wny to c 01nb ilia the two, t;> ! <'Ugh 
al t(lrnat ing -pat>iods of fio.Ld worl< rmd study. We n1•e l)t'"PQS 1ng, I' or 
field workers in the Student Non-Violent Ooordlnnt1r~ r.~t~ttoe. 
n proermrn thAt 1s specificr.~ll:o; designed for civll rl~:;l'<r;e activliltS , 
with the sa~e broad goals of combining education and SQ~inl 
concern that exists o.t .<\ntioch flhd othal' stm-Llar pl'Ogl'or-.a. 

The Plan~ 

To set up nn eduontionol system for tho sevex•c.l hunclr ld full 
time field wol'ke rs in the Sel.lth<;r · civ 11 rights movsment, which-
with mini~um interfet~nce with their dny-t~-dny work, will con
tinue their educational development in tho socinl science~ and 
the bU!nenities . 

'l'hare will be two mnin elell!ents in this plan : 

1. An " educational rafuelin(l" aDd rest period for all field 
workers every throe months or four months--that is, threo or four 
times a year--for five or six days . Grou-ps of field vvorker..s will 
come, at dHfct~ront tlmus (in groups of.' 50 or 100 perhq> s) to some 
central pl.cce(in order to ramovo them frorn the are~ whore work 
col'lltllittments may call th!ll!l) . Thal::'e, led 'by e eto.ff of hcturers 
nnd discussion leaders , they will do intensive study, reeding, 
dtscussi1>n--tii history, l>Olitic~l science , econmcs , literatlll'e, 
otc . OleRrly, five or sl:x dtlye is a sho.r>t time , but the m!Un 
objective will b"' to set tho tone , stP.ndardQ 1 directions , for 
tho reading of other Qducationnl work which tho field pereon ~ill 
undert.<'ke in the long peri~de between r.:J'uolU!g sc;:ssions . 
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2. Each l'iold llondqu.,l"tot>s will h"·;u its own going ·A.!uaCJt;i'onal 
progl'Dm ltndc~ tho dit>oction or qn indivl.du"l for wholll ~hls will bo 
his or hel' l!l!lin l"eS~onsibillty. 'Within ~ho gonal:'lll schamr pro
jactod nt the last <.~duontionnl refueling" session, pooplc. in the 
field will road cert~in selocbed drticlos , essQyS, books, (in
oludihg novels), and gdt togother for discus~ions one or moro tinea 
n iveok. 

The Curriculum: 

At this point we can only ~9ku some genet>Al at~tements about 
ourl'iculUl:!l, since muon room "Should be loft ror floxipility . The:re 
cAnnot and shoulcl not be n d1J.;pl1o"tion of fo~l a.co.demle curricu
lum. Qn tho oth~r hand, tho environment of the fluld situation, 
.vith o.ll its dii'i'lculttes, should not becoJM an excuse to dilu:te 
the educAtionfll work into ordinary "bUll- sessions11 or lnto work 
work on ir!nnadiatol;T utilitn.rin<~ problems . 

SUbject matter should be designed to gtvGt the field worker 
a broad intellootual br~ok(;'t'ound, as woll (lS f~>ctual knowledge and 
doope~ perspactivos for civil rights Activit~. For instance, the 
l'Gading c!.' grant works oi' litei'ature should bo encot~raged, even 
though thero La no i=cdlate ;relrt~lon bo tho work at hand> Y"t, 
novels by J'lmos Baldwin, Rliph Ellison and Richard Wright, ob
viol;lsly very portinont to hare m d now, shoul-d be reaa . The 
histo17 nf tho Negro in the United States is D.ll obvious and ' 
necessary subjaot; but rnnjor currents in 2 t th century V!orld 
history (comlnunlsm, "'ascism, th.e atJti-Colonial movolll6nts) should 
also ha ~tudieq . Cort~lnly, dtscus~ion of n'ltional politic~ aod 
~ovor~ertt could bo rol~ted ~o po11~ical problems in tn~ locality 
whe~o the discussion is tnkihg pleco . Eco~onics should b~ t~ught 
not tls abstract theory, b~1t in to:r'l!ls oi' thoss bhint·s, which affect 
the ronliti.,s of lil'c 1.n the South: corporo~e strwcturo, t;be plight 
of the farmal:". tho lnbor 11JOVO"lsnt1 the rolq of gov"!'ument in the 
econoi!'I)T. t. reading of Pls to's Cl:'i to o;n!} Apolopr could b.. •ln "n
trance to a disc\ls.ei on on civil li"Qort-J.o s in bh<' United State. s . 

Al l thls Ls 111f.lroly illustrative . .. coll:!!Jittna o.r ldUcational. 
advisr:srs. -should ·~ork on broad curriculUJ11 policy . Tha •nriotts 
local discuss ion leaders will h~ve much leeway bo l1 dapt ;subJn ct 
metter to c Ollll!lunity cond;l:t ions , in consul tl'tion wi t)1 nr ovor-ol,l 
advisor. 

The books to be used should not be text books, bttt ,•,ot•ks 
of qual icy which$ r.; intor lSt"ln,,..ly wribten and ini;olloc tunlly 
challenging (not '1ll easy oCII!ibin~,~tion to 1'ind; but bUs 1~o"na 
aqvisors will heve to work hPrd) . They wil.l bD mostly -pe;porbacks 
Just to ci,te a few examples : c . Vf!nn \'looqwa:vd The Strung& CRI"a~>r 
of Jim Crow, Johl). Elope FrankJin's Rec~nstruction, E . Prank;J.in 
"Fr.E1Zier"i'jj"'"j3lack Bor;t)')g~oise , Howllrd Fast 's- Ji'reedo!'l floa<l and w.E.a . 
.Duaoi.s Is The St11i of Black F'olk might be good for N\'lgro h.;Letory . 
Easeys ap~rt c es l'light bli! reTJrinl;"d and used to good advantage, 
since they are more manageable as an assi~ent fer a single 
d iSCllSS ion o 

The :Ltlvel: 

Literacy and tile thr~?Je R 1s , whlch we badly needed both 
i'or some- field workers and peoplo in thi:l comiTluni.ty, cons~ Uute 
a la:Nte - sc!lle- problem which cleservf:le sopar·at e plnns. Elere we are 
concePned with those Ht high scbo.ol and colla go lovl!lls . Yet,. 
our ronaral philosophy ~bout Flold Eduoetion is that the b&sio 
probleMs or mo.n and soc!.et;,, o-r boatuy r:nd truti1 end justice, CE!n 
be understood aud Rna1yzed by all people of normal 1ntolligonoe 
regardless, or formal oducntton8l background and lf our approech 
is imaginative and intelligent . 
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