


and it is characterized by 

dire poverty, disenfranchisement 

of the Negro, and 

police state oppression. 

Since 1961 SNCC has had projects in various 

counties of the Black Belt, in the states of Arkansas, 

Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. The focus 

has been on the d evelopment of local organizations, 

training of emerging leadershi p , political education and 

most important, Voter Registration. 

Exp erience has taught us that the only way to deal 

with legalized segregation and gove rnment-sanctioned 

impe dime nts to human rights is to change 

the people in the seats of government. 

Citizens must b e registe red to vote and th e y must 

vote in sufficient numbers to affe ct th e electoral process. 

In 1964 SNCC led a maior 

frontal attack on the oppression 

of the Southern Negro 

through the Mississippi 

Summer Proiect. 

Several new SNCC programs emerged from the MSP: 

Freedom Schools, Community Centers, Federal Projects, 

aggressive political organizing, and the creation 

of the Freedom De mocratic Party. 

Hundreds of volunteers from the North participated 

in the battle for Human Rights. SNCC has learned many 

things from the MSP and is now planning to 

utilize this knowledge to develop a total Black Belt 

Project, which will bring all SNCC programs 

to the people of all th e Black Belt Counties in 

e ight Southe rn States. 
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The events in Selma during the Spring of 1965 

were an outgrowth of SNCC field secretaries' wo1 

on Voter Registration there since 1961 . With the 

completion of the March on Montgomery, 

SNCC staff people are moving out into the ru ral c 

of Alabama' s black belt to organize the Black Be 

Project. Many of these same SNCC field secretari4 

laid the groundwork for the Mississippi Summer 

Project by their work in the backwoods MississipJ 

counties beginning in McComb in 1961. 

The demand of 

ONE MAN I ONE VOTE, 
the byword of the movemen 

Mississippi has now come to 

Alabama and is spreading o 
the entire black belt area. 

WILL YOU HELP? 
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