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Arkansas a little over two years ago.

Aftor working briefly in little Rook SHUC began working in Fine Bluff
and the counties surrcounding it in early 1963. Bacause we have been under—
staffed sinoe we began, it was not until February, 1964 that we expandod our
work to Helena and the counties in that arca of the state, Late in 196k, we
started anothor project in Forraat biw and surrounding countiss. The statc
hoadquarters was moved from Pine Bluf'f to Little Hook the 1st of this year.

it this point in early 1965 we have three main projeot arcas with
offices in Forrost City, Helena and Pine Bluff. Out-of these three fisld
officgs, md thi state office, we are now working thirteen counties with
sy Btsff membors and one voluntasr,

iccording to the 1960 Consus Report, Arkansse hae g total pepulation of
1,786,227, iroumd LS0D,000 (25%) of these are Negroes. Somewhere in the viei-
nity of 210,000 of thege are of voting age and as of Uot. 1, 196L (the lasmt
time anyone could register), thers wers approximately 85,000 registered Negroes
in the atate, When SNCC first came into Arkaepsas, there were 07,000 registered
Hegross.

45 of this coming warch 1st, all slections must be beld under the pro-
visions of = new reglstration procedurs that was =dopted in =2 state-wide refe-
rendum Jrst Nov. 3rd. This new omerndment to the stete constitution outlaws
the poll tax (peopls had to re-register every yoar®, sets up s systam of perma-
nent registration with only sge md residence requirements, mskes the ecounty
olsrk the reglstrsr instesd of the sheriff, anf puts in pravizions to safe-
guard against sleetlon fraud which has been rampant in tha past, (The inei-
dent sited in the Halena projeot roport is only an example of what goos on
throughout thu state)e At the present time the state legislature is conei-
doring changes In ithw amendmsnt whieh are, the proponents claim, necesaary
for the implrmentation of the amendment., One such provision ealls for a cut-
of f date for registration of &0 days prior to a pwrimary election in ¢ ven—
numberad ywara, This is offect has beuon doeignod to kesep the nmumber of voters
(black and white) down to an absclute minimem and thus insure the politiclans!?

re—aloction,.

On tho wesk-und of warch 20th and 21st, we are setting up a state-wlds
meeting in Little Hoek far about 100150 peopls from around the state to gat
toge ther and talk about what they would like to ses happen in their stats this
suamer ard in the future, We hope that as a result of this conference, poople
will be mors willing to go beck and work In thwir communitles knov lng that

others ar: doing the same Ln other arvas of the state. It is also hoped that
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