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- Arkansas Project Report -

Arkansas offers civil ri ghts workers the sarre harrassment and 
dane er that Alabama Cloes. An example v-ms sbovm on February 20 
v-rhen a young female SNCC worke r v-•as stopped by police, threatened 
with a dog, and then arrested~ After her release, she was 
t old to leave town and followed for scme time by the Helena 
sheriff. Bombings and beatings have been increasing in Pl'opcr
tion with SNCC 1 s activities. Poli~e and ICL!!n br·utality is by 
no means limited to Mi ssissippi, Alabama, and Georgia. 

Workers of the Student Nonviolent Coordin~ting Committee began 
work in Helena in NovE~mber, 1963. The purpc~e is t o or·gauiiie 
the connnunities to run voter ree;istration driveM, and protest 
acainst discrimination in public accomodations. This u;nnmer 
Northern volunteers will help with this work, WerkinG vJi th "Che 
local people. Members of San Diego Friends of SNCC l·rill be 
involved in the summoP project. 

Most of SNCC 1 s efforts have been placed in the Southeast section 
of the state alor.g: the Mississippi River~ The Ozark area., 
which has little or no Negro population, is the logical targe t 
for a "white folks" project. 

Arkansas is very po.or~ According to a survey by the U.S. 
Department of .Health, Education, and Welfare, the Negro population 
of Little Rock was the poor'-)St of any city in the United States, 
with a population of over 100, or·o people . (Ar1:ansas is first in 
one thing , hoHever. The University of Ark<?.nsa s bas the numbe r 
one football t Aam in the nationt) Next to Mis s i ssippi, Arkansas 
S!)e:nds less money pe r pupil in publ ic sc.hoo l r. !' in t eachers' 
salaries, and has the poores t pe r-capite inconl8 of any state 
in the cour.1try " The problem :ts a b i·- racial one~ The solution 
can come only by communi t y work (bl ack and white t ogf'ther), 
Federal aid, and--most importantly--equal rights for Negroes. 

Needless to say, t he vote must be given t o all citizens~ This 
is essential if the strong political structure of the state 
is to give way to a freer one, According to tbe 1960 eensu s 
r eport , Arkansas bas a total population of 1,786,222. Ar ound 
450,000 (25%) of the se are Negrof' s. Somewhere i n the vicir.ity 
of 210,000 of these are of voting age and October 1, 1964 
(the last time anyone could r egister), there were approxima t e ly 
85,000 registe r ed Negroes in the state. When SNCC first c~ne 
i nto Arkansas, there vrere 67,000 registe red Nee:::-oes .. 

At this point, in early 1965, we have three main proje ct areas 
with offices in Forrest City, He l ena, and Pine Bluff. 


