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The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Comrn:i:t.t.o0 (Sli!CC) has been ,.JOrld.ng in 

Americus and Sumter County since January, 196?• 

SECC Field Secretaries Donald Harris and John Churchville Here detained for 

e an hour on Harch 18, 1963 by Sumter County. ~heriff Fred Chappell at;d threatened with 

arrest on 1vagranc:r ' or 'loitering ' charges. The FBI was notified. 

On April 25, ·1963, whi tc SNCC Field S ccretal"'J Ralph .Allen ·Has beaten on an 

Amcric~ street by two vJhite .men after he ac~ompanied a Negro 1.-1oman to the registrar's 

office. The FBI i·Jas notified. 

On July ' l2, 1963, eleven Negroes wcrp arrested for trying to purchase tick

ets at the 'i-Jhite' window of a local movie theatre. Seven days later, 55 othcrs 

-v1ere arrested at a theatre demonstration. 
·- . 

On August 8, 1963, SIOC:C Field Secretaries Harris, Allen and John Perda'1 ·t-rcre · . . . 

arrested and beaten dur~g a night-time d emonstration. The t~ee SNCC uorkcrs - and 
---- ~ · ., 

CORE i'1 0rker zcv_ Aelony - i·1 CTO c harg~ Hith 'attempting to ~c:ite insurrec~i?.n', in-_. 

citin3 to riot', 'unlai-tful assembly', ' as sault and battery', And 'obstructinR arrest~' 
" " 

_ Tv10 local Negroes, Sallie Nae Durham and Thomas HcDaniel, Here also charged 1-1ith tin--- , . . .. 
citing insurrection', 'assault a nd batt_o:ry ~ and_ 'obstruCting arrest~' 

l".cDaniel and Hiss. Durham wer e hbld ttder ~20,000 bonds caq~. 

peace bonds totaling ~~120,000 i'1ere lodged against the S l1~CC lJOrkcrs . 

----
THenty-four 

Since the in-

surrection charge carries the death penal ty in Georgia, no bond could be s ct on that . :. 

count. All six rerr.ained in jail for 85 days until a throe-judge federal panel s et 
them free. 

-- . 
On August 9, 1963, a group of 75 d emonstrating Negroes was dispersed bJ state 

troopers · and cattle-prod wielding city and county officers. 11fost of that group vJa·s 
arr ested . Three peopl e required stitches to close their wounds and one man char gea:· 
polic e broke his l eg with a baseball bat and tncn jumped on the ?rokcn l eg. \Georgia 
Governor Carl Sanders was asked to investigate. _ .. _ 

kglericus Negroes - under the l eadership of the Sumter County Novement - .. asi{ect 
for tho f ormation of' a. bi-ra.cia.1 co.mmittoe~" Hayer T . Gr'if'fin 'Vla l kcr and "City Engi n
eer Charles Hheatl cy refused. On Augilst 20, Police Chei rRoss Chambliss ;·-s ne:riff · · · ·· 
Chappell and other l awmen forced an Atlanta Journa l r eporter·. from ·a conimittment hear
ing for the j ailed civil right s Horkers, despite a Georgia la1:.J requiring open hear-
ings. • 

In Cctober, .Stephen Pac e~· the Americus Solicitor General, adiliitted he placed .. 
the ins urrection charge against tho rights ivorkers 11 to deny'; or ask"the courts to· de
rry t hes e defo!?-dant s bond . Until we can be assured that we can maintain peace, 11 ~ace 
said, 11ive -vJill cont inue to hold them. TI 

·- . 
On November 1, 1963, a throe- judge f ederal pancl"r uled Gcorgia t s 'insur~ection 

laH was unconstitutional and set the rights workers free. 
< I 

All -v1 ero re-indicted on c harges of assault, and SNCC 1-v orker Rci:lph Allen was 
tried, convicted and sentenced bJ an all-white jury on December 11, 1963 • 

. On July 9, 1964, the Georgia Court of Appeals o~crturned his ~ onviction 'be
cause of :•systematic ·exclusion of Negroes " from servic e on · Sumt er County juries . 

. , · (more ) · · · ' ' 
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On Harch 24, 1964, SNCC 't-Jorkcr Donald Harris · was beaten 'by· an Americus polic fl.

man and deputy sheriff outSido a s ee;rce;atcrl llmcricus polli.ng place. SI·ICC prot.cstcd 
to Senator Richard Russell. 

On July 4, 1964, SNCC v1orkcr John PerdeW 1-1as beaten four times 'IJ;; ·white -mobs 
attacldng Negroes trying to eat at Americus r estuarants under ·the then tvro-day old - ·· 
1964 Civil Ri ghts Act. Perdar1 was beaten ·again-on July 24, 1964 at tho county court
house as he 't~as l eavin3 after r egistering_ to vote. The FBI 'tvas notif i ed. 

. Sli!CC 't-lotkers'" Harris, Roy Sheilds and Dale :Smith ·and-nine othcir H8gr6es 'l•rere 
arrested July 5, 196u for tryi ng to enter a public, all-white swi mming pool. . ·- ., . ,., . 

(rh August, . l964, officials in near b,y Albany, Georgi~ pl aced insurrect ion 
aharges against Sl-!CC Horker Harris and the Rev. Samuel Hell s , despite a ruling near

/ ~a year earlier that the law was unconstitutional.) 
·- ; 

In October, 1964, an Americus Negro businessman r an - and Has defeate-d - for 
a scat on the city c ouncil. 

·-- " 

Ll'l november, 1964, SHCC 'lvorkcr Donald Harris was charged Hith tassaul t -v.Jith 
intent 'to murder ' an Americus polic eman, chnrges growing out of his arrest nearly a yea 
before. The charges were droppe-d in Dec ember. 

In Eay, 1965, two local teenagers, Robertina Freeman and Alex Br01m, both'l5, 
were arrested and charged 'tvith 'fornication' · The two passed a lie det ector t est , but 
v1ere sentenc ed in a closed door hearing to an indefinite t er m in the Geor£9-a Trai ning 
School. fass Freeman'had been a participant in the 1963 demonstrations and spent a 
month in the Leesburg, Georgia stocka<ie and was one of three Negro girls vJho integra
ted Americus High School in September, 1964 - ; .. ~- . " . 

-··.en FcbruaryJ.h, 1964, ttxeo Amoricj.ls Negro wen:.cn v1cre -attacked ·r.y Sheriff". 
Chappell in ' tho ''t·1hitc ' r estroom for 't·1omen in the county . courthouse Hhilc they were .. 
waiting to ·t ake a-voter test. Later the same day SNCC worker Sarhnlf Mahone 't~as beaten· 
by J • _1-J • Sout~ell, who 'tvas l ater appointed Justice of tne Peace, whl.le I:ahone was 
't~ a-3-ting wi th .. fifty ot her Hegroes to take the votihg test. Soutrn.zell, -wfiile Just ice 
of the Peace, assaulted Sl\TCC worker Gr'aham V.Tiggiils in the county courthoti.se--a~" ne - .. 
accompanied prospectiv e voters to the registration office in the sp:i'in·g of 19o4. Be~ 
fore his appointment, Southwell had b een an agent for the Georgia Bureau of Investi
gation. 

As Justice of the Peac e, Southwell r efused to pros ecute 1.zhitc AmericuS -gi'ocer 
Cleveland Hancock v1ho· had beaten SliTCC ~-Jorlcer V.Tillie Ricks vJhen Ricks r efused t o say 
11Yes Sii11 in Hancock 's grocery. Ricks was arrested the next day Hhile picketing the 
grocery. 

·- .. 
Hhen four Negro students integrat ed Americus High Svhool in the fall of 1964, 

they were greeted by whit e students -vlith a hail of rocks and bottles while ten state 
troopers and Sheriff Chappell vJatched. 

During the weeks following the passage and signing of the 196h Civil Rights 
Act, vJhites ·rode through the Negro connnunity shooting into homes and thr01-1ing rocks 
and bottl es. 

· . . ; 

·On July 20, 1965, four Negro 1-wmen - including a candi date for · JP Southwell' s 
s ea'b - wer e a rres'bed v1hen 'bhey stood in 'bhe 11v1hi'be f'err.al e" v oting line~ They r cf'us ed 
to l eav e jail or post bond until the charges against them were dropped . . . . . 

Demonstrations began and continued dail y follm·Jing their arrest . On the ni£;ht 
of July 27, 350 Negroes gathered at the'Sumter County courthouse for an all-night vi
gil to protest.~ the four Homen's arrest . A group of angry Hhites r ode t hrough the 
Negro commuility shooting into homes . SNCC workers Bill and Emot'y · Harris were fired 
at 17 times . Two Negro men were beaten. At 12:30 tnat evening, a young ulrl.te youth 
was shot an<l ldlled. Two Hogro youths 'Here arrested. · 

Demonstrations were call ed off fo~lo~~ing the shooting but r esumed Cl. day later. 
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