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AN OAVERVIEW OF THE RE'DING PROCESS

In the pre-schonl yoars tho child is dopondent on the homc for
his cxperiontinl background:. No mattor hew limltes thosc oxpericn-
cas arc, ho doos not comc to aschool as an ompty can. Tho toacher
must utilizoc the ehild's uniqucncss in order for him te lcarn to
rond hias spoaking-moaning vocabulary in growth stagosd

Boforo tha child loarns to road, his oxporionces sro discorniblo:
visually, auditorially, ond kincsthotically. Sounds arc produccd by
the child and from his onvironmont. Ewontually, they arc assceifated
with particular oxporiconeca. Thoso improssions are labelled and in-
tegratecd as a stock of utterable mcanlings into his languago rcscrvolrs

The ehlld challenges the tcachor to recduce the lag which cxists
bctween the exporicntinl, the languagos rosorvelr, and the written
symbole. Tho toachor must provide an onvironment whleh helps the
child:

le to undcrstand that thore are a limitcd number of sounds

which fall into discrcte groupings with a variety of shapcs
in eur lanpguagc.

2. %o arrange the sounds in his mind in tho order tho printcd

shaopos are sc0on.

3. to combine his language rescrvolir with the propor printoed

symbols.

i« to identify the word ms a union of sounds.

5. to group words Into thought patterns.

The chlld understands the reading process at tho point that his
gpooch apparatus 1s conditioned to the printed symbol so that tho

appropriatc responsc is triggored off from his laonguage resarvolr.



A8 tho child learms tr read, ho, the lcarnor, must sond tho corroct
sounds from his brain in order, simultanoocualy with constructing tho
moanings and/or mentnl images of what ho porcoivos.

Wo beld cve thot a reading pregram should fellew the natursl lan-
guoge pattern of the doveloping child: the bobbling stogoe; the word-

meaning stagc, tho sentonce-pattern stago, nnd the paragraph stagoe.



