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(N AVERVIEW OF THE RE'DING PROCESS

In the pre-schonl yoars tho ehilld is dopondoent on the homc for
his experiontinl background:. Neo matter hew limltecs thosc ocxpericn-
cas arc, he decs not comc to aschogl as on ompby esn. Tho toacher
must utilizc the ehild's uniquconcss in ordor for him te lcarn to
reod his sposking-meaning wvocabulary in grewth stagosd

Boforo tho child loarns to road, hils oxporionces sro discorniblo:
visually, auditorially, ond kincsthcotically. OSounds arc produccd by
the child and from his onvironmont. Eventually, they arce associated
with particular oxporicnces. Theso Improssions are labelled and in-
tograted as a stock of utterable mcanings into his language rcscrvolr.

The c¢hild challenges the tocacher to reducc the lag which cxists
bectween the experlicntinl, tho language rceorvoir, and the writtcen
symbole. The toachor must provide an cnvironment whieh helps the
child:

le to understand that thore are a limitcd numbor of sounds

which fall into discrote groupings with a varlcecty of shapas
in our languagc.

2. to arrangc the sounds in his mind in tho order the printcd

shaopos are scon.

Je to combinc his language rcsocrvolr with tho propor printed

symbols.

e to idontify the word mas a union of sounds.

5« to group words into thought patterns.

The chlld understands the reading process at tho point that hls
spooch aopparatus is conditioned to tho printed symbol so that tho

appropriantc responsce is triggored off from his longuage resorvolr.



A8 tho child loarnes tr road, ho, the loarner, must socnd tho corroct
sounds from hia brain in order, simultanoously with constructing tho
moanings and/or montnl imagoes of what ho porcoivoa.

We belk cve that a reading pregram should follow the natursl lan-
guogo pattern of the dovoloping child: the baobbling stogo; the word-

meaning stage, tho sentencc-pattern stage, nnd the paragraph stagce



