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FRETSDOM SCHeOLS 

Curriclum - - Negro H i s t o r y 

This o u t l i n e fo r the Segro H i s t o r y Bee t les of "he Freedom Schools cur r icu lum has 
four major s e c t i o n s , e r u n i t s . The u n i t s ai*e made on a b a s i s of c o n t e n t , not of 
what we t h i n k i s a d a y ' s or a week's c l a s s work. Also included i s an i n t r o d u c t o r y 
u n i t on the Amistad Munity, as a sample of wha«; can be done . The Amistad u n i t 
i s d iv ided in to i nd iv idua l l esson* The genera l course o u t l i n e was prepared by 
Barbara Jones,, of Few York SNCC, and the Amistad study was prepared by B e a t r i c e 
Young, of the Amistad Soc i e ty in Chicago, 

The AMISTAD Cane •— a Curriculum study f o r the M i s s i s s i p p i Freedom Sch o o l s . 

Proposed as a sample i n t r o d u c t o r y u n i t ; submit ted by the Amistad S o c i e t y , 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s , 

I " Bre i f Synepsia of the Amistad I n c i d e n t : The AMISTAD i s the name of a s l ave 
s h i p on which the s l a v e s r e v o l t e d in 1839. ( I r o n i c a l l y , "Amistad" means 

" f r i e n d s h i p " i n Span i sh . ) Joseph Cinques (Pronounced French , i . e . " s a n k " ) , t he 
son of B Sj.erre Leone che i f t was one of !FJ Africans captured and taken to Havana, 
Cuba, where the ship picked up additional cargo and two Cuban planters. On the 
passage between Cuba and êw York, Cinques exhorted his fellow slaves to break 
their chains and gain their freedom. The slaves ware able to take over the 
ship and kill the pilot and captains but they realised they must save some one 
to sail the ship back to Africa, With sugar ans knives at their backs, the 
two' Cuban planters were directed to sail the Africans home* 

By day the planters sailed the ship toward Africa, but by night they sailed 
toward New York. With this zig-zag course ( they managed to land at a New York 
harbor, whereupon the duped slaves again taker, captive. A New York judge heard, 
the case: of the slaves and decreed that they be Returned to their homes, but 
the President of the United States, Martin Van Bureau disturbed that decision 
might encourage additional slave revolts, requeued the Attorney General of 
the U. S. to appeal the case to the Supreme Courts 

While awaiting the t r i a l , many ^ew England abolitionifes organized the American 
Missionary Society, in order to raise funds for the slaves' eventual return to 
Africa. 

Also, an ex-President of the U. §»e John Quinsy Adams,, then 73 years old, and 
with a full career behind him, same forth to ague th« ca.3e before the Supreme 
Court in behalf of the slaves, Adams argured eloquently for nearly five hours 
and gained freedom for the slaves. He states in his diary that this was the 
most important act of his l i fe . 

In the meantime,, the American Missionary Society v&n able to procure a vast 
amount of moneye part of which enabled the slaves to return home. Prior to 
leaving the U. S,s Cinques and several of the Slaves toured the country for the 
anti-slavery cause. When Cinques arrived home, he found his entire family and 
tribe had been enslaved, but after a few years he was made an African cheif 
of another tr ibe. 

The American Missionsry Society used the remainder of i ts funds to found 
several Negro colleges, such as Hampton Institute, Berea College and after the 
Civil War, Tougaloo College. 
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II. Purpose of the unit; The Amistad Society feels that this story, so lost 
in th* mainstream of history (along with uosi important aspects of the history 
of the -^egro), would most adequately set the tone for the Freedom School *• 
etun-iculuiB.j Within this story can be found »es* of the major issues to be 
included in the subsequent ourriculvm,, Q'«w sxperalee with teaching ̂ egro 
history to high school studenta shew* an immediate interest and delight in the 
taistao incident mho students not only reaeabercth© story, but are able to 
recall many of .its aspects when they axe reflected, in a further study of Negro 
hiatory. W© therefore, submit that the Ami3tad outline could serve the followhg 
purposes: 

1, To elicit immediate Interest on the part of Negro youth to a summer of study. 
2, To set a tone of pride in their heritage-
3» '$o offer a.r. introductory or orientation study with several themes which 
will allow for obvious relationship and parallels to be made ln subsequent 
stufien-

Ihis atudy IS f l ex ib le t ;JO that I t wi l l be sa t iable for both day and residence 
.jghcolsn St can he used an a three-session day faehool ;viudy or a three-day 
to one week aiv&y in the residence schools. We have provided a biblography 
froth for teachers and s tudents , so that reading * id 11 a are Included.. 

I I I . Gut l ine - - f i r s t Recount the Incident informally 

<m. African background: The study oi African su l tu rs and p o l i t i e s before t h e -
coming of the white man0 To pl«ee Ginques and tho 
slaves in the i r homo rsetting from which thoy were 
removed and placed into nlavery. Ixampio: Cinques 
was the son oi an African chief and expressed the 
pride of a "son of Africa, '• 

During th i s f i r e i session, depending on -che time 
allowed, one can di-rstss with tiip students some of 
tho great African empires such as Ghana, Mali, and 
Songhay, the African u n i v e r s i t i e s , the p o l i t i c s of 
these African s ta tes ar-" the important Afvicaii 
inventions, such as the smelting of iron; or they 
can simply discuss the organization of African l i f e 
before i t s complete destruct ion by the slave t rade . 

Suggested booker for teacher— :»>jnanuel tfftlleystels, Africa. She P o l i t i e s 
of Independence. (paperback), chapter I .Bas i l David
son, Black Mother. 
Lerone Bennett, Before the Mayflower, chapter 1. for 
s tudents : Knma G, Sterne, The Long Black 

Schooner» 
John A, Williams, Africa : Her History, Landu and 

People ( Cooper Square, paperback) 

2 , Slave Trade : descr ip t ion oi" the Rl&ve shipa and the manner in 
which the slaves were packed into the hold of the 
chip. The route of the slave ships would i l l u s 
t r a t e the economic 'aaais of slavery, as well as 
the various nation." involved in ihe t r ade . Example: 
the Amistad slave ship and the Cuhan p l an t e r s . 
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Suggested books: for teachers: Bennatt, Before the Mayflower, chapter 
on the slave t r ade . 
Job:" Hope Franklin j, Frog Slavery to Freedom,, chapter on slave t rade . 

3 . Slate Revolts: Illustrate' .- the amaay revol ts occurring even 
before the slaves arrived on American shores. F u r t h e c 
could include a descr ipt ion of the u t t e r despair on 
the par t of the s laves , as witnessed by cases where 
Africans jumped overboard in order to escapt a l i f e of 
oeTrt-itBde. Slave revol ts on board the ships can be r e 
cal led during a study of insurrect ions in America, e.& 
Nafe Turner, Deamark Vesey. the underground ra i l road i 
and Harriet Tubman, even John Brown's ra id on Harpers 's 
Ferry might be included in a discussion of r e v o l t s . One 
could include here a general discussion of s lavery, i f 
time allows, and use Freder ick Douglass as a guide, All 
of these things can be mentioned and discussed so tha t 
when the sraae Issues come up l a t e r , they can be r eca l l ed . 
I t i s most important that the students understand tha t 
protes t i s nothing new for Negroes and th i s study 
c lea r ly i l l u s t r a t e s that poin t . 

Suggested books: for tacher, Herbert Aptheker, Documentary History of the 
Negro in America (several documents written**by Negro i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t s ) . 
Aptheker0 Slave Bevolts. 
chapters in both Bennett and Franklin books l i s t e d above. 
l i f e and Times of Frederick Douglass, autob1ograph. 
for students, Ann Petry, Harr ie t Tubman, e t c . 
l a ther ine Scherman, The Slave Who Freed Ha i t i 
Dorothy S te r l ing , Freedom Train: The Story of Harr ie t Tubman 
Arna W, Bontemps, The Story of George Washington Carver 

k* Abolitionism: The foudning of the American Missionary Society lends 
i t s e l f to a discussion of the many persons both white 
and Negro, who devoted the i r l ives to abolishing slavery. 
This might include a discussion of men well as Wendell 
P h i l l i p s and Loyd Garrison as well as Frederick Douglass 
and Sojourner Truth. One should also Include El i jah 
Lovejoy of I l l i n o i s , who was ki l led because of his abol 
i t i o n i s t newspaper. 

Suggested books: for teachers, chapters from both Bennett and Franklin 
documents from Aptheker's Documentary History 
for students: Arna Bontemps, Frederick Douglass.-, Slave-Fighter»Frep>man 
excellent film available ©a Frederick Doagiass, House ox. Cedar Hi l l 

5„ The Case in the Courts: One shuold introduce th i s discussion with a 
contrast of the IT, 5, Presidents involved and the i r 
a t t i t udes toward humsnity, I . e. Martin Van Buren, who 
opposed freedom for the slaves, and John Quincy Adams, 
who secured the i r freedom,. This, of course, allows for 
much re f lec t ion l a t e r in the cirriculum on the present 
freedom struggle and the Pres ident ' s r o l e . 

The case was f i r s t heard in a lower court of New York, 
and was appealed, by the Attorney General of the th. S. 
to the h i ^ i a s t court of fchelMM. One can discuss 
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here the manner in which cases are brought through our 
court system. 

Aptheker's Documentary History of the Negro in Amerioa 
includes documents which Span most of the aspects of this case and excepts 
of these documents can be duplicated for distribution to the students. 

For stuients, Eusseli Adams, Great Negroes Past and Present (Chicago: Afro-' 
American Publishing Co.j 1963) offers a brief summary of the incident and 
a picture of Cinetues., 

Ouyline of Negro History Section of Freedom School Cirriculum 

Four major sections: Origins of Servitude, Negro Besistance to Oppression, 
Reconstruction and Twentieth Century. 

The primary assumptionof this course outline is that Amerlsca is the result 
of the fusion of African European, Indian and other peoples and their cultures. 

'•tud.y of the African in America 

l) Origins of Servitude (1600 - 1800) — The three major divisions of the 
peoples who were later to become Americans all experienced some form of 
servitude during the first 200 years of settlement by the Europrans in Amerioa, 

a. Purposes of this unit of study 
1. To understand the economic and political forces which created 

the system of servitude in America 
2, To pierce through the fallacies about the origin of Slavery in 

America. 
b. Focus of this unit of study — Why did Negro servituds survive and 

flourish and the European and Indian servitude decline? 
c. Bac kgrounl 

1. Ancient European, Indian and African peoDles—tradition of en
slavement of cap t ives . 

2. Medieval slavery—primarily enslavement for debt , 
3 . Iberian slavery— Spain and Portugal as the f i r s t Europeans in 

the modern world to enslave Af r icaners a prof i table economic 
venture. 

4 . Slave trade—England, France, Denmark and the Iberians traded 
slaves from Africa to New World p lanta t ion for four cen tur ies . 

Sources: World Book Encyclopedia 
Carmen, Syre t t , and Wishy, History of American People, vol . 1. 
^rank Tannenbaum, Slave and Citizen 

d. European Servitude in America (Purpose w^s to increase the labor 
supply in the New World) 
1. Indentured Servants—One-half of a l l Europeans in the Middle 
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Colonies served for an average of two to seven years as bondsmen. 
usual ly for the i r passage 'to^JwartO*. 

20 Involuntary Servitude—those kidnapped from Surope convicts frost 
Jurope. 

aa Indian Ser t i tude 
1 . Capture of Indian population aai 'land by the Europeans 
Za Captive Indians sometimes enslaved. 

fg> Negro Servitude 
1. 1616-1669: Many Negroes indentured servants r a the r than slaves 
£. ffsgroea a small par t of the population of the colonies 
3* South in the 17th century depended upon free and indenture* 

labor , white an* Negro 
4 . Slavery increased as the tobacco cu l tu re increaeed. 

B) The Negroes' Ear l i e s t Pesistance to Oppression* 
Aa soon as enslavement of the Negro became entrenched, the Negro began to 
f ight against i t . 

a . Aims of t h i s unit of study: 
i , Torshow that slavery was not a passive and s t a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n . 
2 . To indicate some of the roots of Negro pro tes t in America. 

b., Personal accounts of slavery 
l e Three r e s i s t e ro s Booker T. Washington (Pp from Slavery) 

Harr ie t Tubaran 
Frederick Douglass (Idfe and Tines of f, D.) 

2=, In t h e i r accounts they: 
a . describe the conditions of slavery 
b . r e l a t e the ways they fought against s lavery. 

g0 Free Negroes. Through manumission laws were harsh, some Negroes were 
I r e e . 
1 . Occupations of free Negroes. 
2 . At t i tudes toward them by whites and slaves* 

d, Revolts 
1. 1822. led by Denmark Vesey, a free ^egro from Charleston, South 

Carolina, Plan was to a t t ack the c i t y of Charleston in mid-June, 
Preparations through as Negroes made arms, 

Z. 1831. Led by Nat Ifcrner. Crusade s t a r t ed by k i l l i n g Turner 's master. 
Rebels werel la ter joined by o thers , 

3» Although there were many slave revol ts and i su r rec t ion i s t a c t i v i t i e s , 
the above two revol t s were the largest in terms of numbers involved 
and extensiveness of plan. The background of both of them was 
s imilar : 
1. The success of the Haitians 
2. The decline of the white popula t i cn in the area 
3 . General economic depression in the a reas . 

Similar, also were the long-range effects of bothi 
1. More str ingent laws r e s t r i c t i n g free Negroes 
2, Prohibi t ion of the ins t ruc t ion of reading and wri t ing, 

e. Aboli t ionis t Movement; Abolition of Clavery 
1 . 1812-1830: Background-*- Sngliah prohibi t ion of the slave t r ade . 

Church 3ects oppeced to uiaverp-
Slavery more entrenched 

2. 1831 <—The Liberator: the most infueat ial abo l i t i on i s t paper founded 
by Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 
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3» whh'.erground ra i l road 
if. Other methods used by the Abol i t ionis ts 
; ' . 1., f j t i ons 

h P o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s ; 
1 S'̂ 0—L lb e r t y Par fc; 
10!|8—Free Soi l 
185&—-fiepub 1 lean 

? , John lr-cwn?s l a id on Harp^.;"o i'erS'y 
SoMvaess Arthohmg, History, of Neggp Jjtmm: he volt 3 

l:£-?^r^ Bennett, J r . , Before the Mayflower 

©) Bee e x t r a c t i o n (4865-187?) and the Beginning of Segregation 
The subject oi: Reconstruction hae often been obsesosd 'because of i t s complex 
nature and general isat ions of f a c t s . Listed below are some relevant events 
tn chronological order. ,g g\ 

1865-1866: Lincoln-Johnson Plan: The Southern s t a tes should not be punished 
by the North for the i r insurrect ion, but allowed back Into the Union 
without qua l i f i ca t ions . As a resu l t tho 'Jouthern Sta tes enacted a program 
which was designed to re-enslave the Negro, with Black Codes r e s t r i c t i n g 
the economic and. p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y of the freedmen, and also violencae 
and force, ( 'barlei Sumner and Thaddeus Stevens, two powerful Senators 
ana a b o l i t i o n i s t s , protested the lack of economic and p o l i t i c a l provisions 
for the freedmen, 

JM$; Civi l Rights B i l l passed oror the Pres iden t ' s veto 
itace r i o t s continue in the Deep South (81 Negroes k i l led during May 

and June r i o t s . ) 
Jdward Waoker and Charles Mitchell wore elected to the Massachusetts 
House of Representat ives. They were She f i r s t Negroes elected to an. 
American l eg i s l a t ive assemble, 

186?: Frederick Douglass leads a delegation to the President urging the baTLot 
for ex-slaves. 
Acts were passed by Congress in March dividing the Cdnfederate States 

into mi l i t a ry d i s t r i c t s . The freedmen were given the r ight to vote , 
Ku Krcnc Han held the i r f i r s t national meeting. 
Knights of White Camel ia (a white supreme:; 1st organization) were formed. 
Note: the re la t ionship between the beginning of white supremecist 

organizations and mi l i t a ry ru l e , 
1868: The South Carolina cons t i tu t ional convention met in Charleston in January. 

I t was the f i r s t assembly ox I t s kind in the West with a majority of 
Negro delegates (76 out of 124), 
Oscar Dunn, an ex-slave, was ins ta l led &a Lt . Governor of Louisiana. I t 
was the highest e lec t ive office held by an American Negro. Negroes were 
l a t e r elected Lt . Gov. in Mississippi and South Carolina. 
Fourteenth Amerndment became a part of the Const i tut ion Race r i o t s con
tinue in Louisiana. 

1869: Ibenezer don Carlos Bassett became minister to Hai t i and, as such, was 
the f i r s t Negro in the diplomatic serv ice . 

1870: Wright, a Negro, was make Associate Ju s t i c e of the South Carolina Supreme 
Court. 
Hiram Revels succeeded Jefferson Davis as U.S. Senator from Mississ ippi , 
Fi f teen tha Amendment was made a par t of the Const i tut ion 
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The f i r s t of a ser ies of Enforcement Acts (Ku Klux fQan Acts) put federal 
election-*, in the hanks of federal o f f ic ia l s and guaranteed c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r ights to the freedmen through federal courts. 

Joseph Bainey became the f i r s t Negro in the House of Representatives. 
Sworn in au congressman fi-cm South Carolina. 
Robewt Wood, a Nogro, vas elected'.mayor of Natchez, Mississippi 

1871 Race Riots ia Meridian, Miss, (possible react ion to growing power of the 

Negroes irmihe .-'tate) 

1872 P. Pinchback became ac t ing Governor of La. and then U.S. Senator in 1873. 

1.873 Sixty Negroes ki l led In Louisiana. 

I87*f Whits League, a racist organisation, was founded in Louisiana 
More violence in Tennesse and Louisiana. Several Negr and Republican 
office-holders were s l a i n . 
Race r i o t in Vicksburg—35 Negroes k i l l e d . 
President issued a proclamation on violence ir. Miss iss ippi . 

I675 Civil Rights B i l l was enacted by Congress. The b i l l gave Negroes the 
r ight to equal treatment in inns, public conveyances, thea te r s , aid 
other public p laces . 

B'iance Keso Br-jee, a Negro, entered the U. S. Senate from Miss. Racial 
confl ic t in Yazoo City, Mississippi 
f ac ia l conf l ic t in Clinton, Miss. Negro leaders and Republicans Killed. 
The Governor of Mississippi requested federal troops to protect the 
r igh ts of Negro vo te r s . The request was refused. 

Conservatives won In Mississippi clectionr, and i n i t i a t e d the Mississippi 
Plan , . s tag ing r i o t s , p o l i t i c a l assassinat ions and massacers and social 
and. economic int imidat ion. Used l a t e r to overthrow Reconstruction 
yoventment in South Carolina and La. 

18?6 Racial conflict In South Carolina 

1877 Hayes agreed, to withdraw federal troops from the south 
Pres . Hayes appointed Frederick Douglass Marshall of Washington, D. C. 
Federal Trocps were withdrawn from the e>outh 

hhV'G Tennessee in i t i a t ed the moilcrr. segregation movement with Jim Crow 
rai lroad car lav/, 

1883 The Supreme Court declared the Civil Rights A£t of 187.5 unconst i tu t ional . 

188*f John Roy Lynch, former Congressman from Miss.;, was elected temporary 
chairman of the Republican Convention,, and became the f i r s t Negro to 
preside over the del ibera t ions of a national p o l i t i c a l par ty . 
Massacre of Negroes in Carrol l ton , Miss. 

1890 The Mississippi cons t i tu t iona l convention began the systematic es^lusion 
of Nsgroes from the p o l i t i c a l l i f e m -She South (Aug. 12 - Nov. l ) 
Other Southern States followed Miss iss ippi ' s lead, 

1895 Booker T„ Washington delivered hi,, ; 'Atlanta Compromise" speech. 
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I896 The Supreme Court dec Ic ie r (Flessy v», Ferguson) upheld the doctr ine 
of "separate but equal" 

Source: Lerons Bennet t s j r . , Before the,Mayflower 
W. X. B. DuBois, Black Recom.11uat ion 

D) Twentieth Century 
a . Before I954 

1. DuBois ~ > Washington Controversy 
2. Founding of the NAACP and Crisis. 
3 . Marcus Gravey 
4 . War years and effect on Negro movements 

b . 1954 School Decision; i t s background and implications 
1 . L i t t l e Bock Ark. 
2.' Be facto School Segregation in the North and West 
3 . Prince Edward, Virginia , s i tua t ion 
4 . Universi ty of Miss i ss ipp i ' s s i t ua t ion 

c . hoot 1954 —Spontaneous movements became organized in the South. 
1. Montgomery Bus Bojssott 
2 . S i t - i n 
3 . Freedom Rides > 
if. Voter Regis t ra t ion 

d. Breaking down the ba r r i e r s of d iscr lmisat ion in the North 
1. Discrimination: ^obs and Housing 
2„ The Negro middle c lass v s . urban masses. 
3 . Rise of black nationlisra 
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