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o FHETDOM SCHer1S
Curriclum - - Wezro History

This cutline for ths Iegro History sectlon »f ths FPreedom Schools curriculum hes
four major sectinrcs, or nrits. The vni%n are 1mle on a basis of content, not of
what we think is a day's or a week's class wort. 4Also included 1s an introductory
unit on the Amistad Munity, 28 2 sample of what 2an be done. The Amiatad unit

ia divided into individpal Jlesson. The genmeral course outline was prepared by
Barbara Jonea, of New Tork SICC, and the fmietad etwly was prepared by Beatrice
Young, of the Amistad Society in Chireco.

The AMISTAD Case .- & Currieulum stuly for the Missiseippi Freedom Bchools.

Proposed as & sauple introduetory unit; svhmi®ted by the Ardistad Society,
Chicsgo, Illinoia,

I. Breif Synopgis of the Amistsd In~ident: 7The SAMISTAD 1g the name of a slave
ahip on which the slavaes revolted In 105, (TIrgrinally, "Amistsd" means
tfriendship” in Spanlsh.) Joseph Cinquez (frenounced Frerch, i. e. "sank"), the
gon of = Sterre Laone chelf, was one of 54 Africans aaptured apd -taken to Hawvens,
Cuba, where the gship picked up additioral carge 2ui twe Cuban planters. On the
pacsage between Cuba apd Yew York, Cinques exhoried kis fellow slaves to break
their chains a3l gain thelr freedom, The glawves ware able te talke ewver the
ehip and kill the pilot and captain, but they reaiited they must save some one
tn aaill the ship back to Africa. With sugar caene knives at their backs, the
two Cuban planters were directed to fail the Afrf:a;s home.

Jyr day the planters salled the ship toward Africa, but by night they sailed
toward New York., With this zig-zag covrse, they managed to landi at 8 New VTork
harbor, whereupon the duped elaves again taken captive. A New York judge heard
the case 6f the slaves and decreed that ther be {miturned to their homes, but
the President of the Unitted States, Martin Van Duven, disturbed that decision
might encourage additional slave rewolts, requeaied the Attorney General of

the U. 5. %o appeal the case to the Supreme Comnrd.

While awaiting the trial, many New Bngland abeliticnits organized the Ameriean
Micoionary Zeodety, in order %o ralase funds for the siaves' eventual return to
Afpiea,

Alego, an ex-President of the U. S., Johan Quiney Adama, then 73 years oid, and
with a full career behind him, cane forth to mpue She =2ass before the Supreme
Conrt in behalf of the slaves., Adame nrgured sloquently for nearly five hours
and gained freedom for the elawes, e stale~ ip hin diary that this was the
mont Important az:& af his 1ife.

In the meantime, %tho Amsrican Migelonnry Soclety wan able %o procure a vast
amenunt of money, part of which enshled the glawes %o return bome. Prior to
leaving the U. 5., Cingues apd several of ths nlaves foured the country for the
anti.alavery cauac. When Cinques arrived home, ke found his entire family and
trive had been ensiawed, tut affer a few yoare he van mude an Afrizan cheif

of another tribe.

The American Misslonary Soaiety used the somainder of its funds to found
several Negro coileges, ewh as Hampton Institute, Derea College ard after the
Civil War, Tougaloo College.



¥egro History Curriculum, page 2

. Purpose of the unit: The Amistad & J"'-‘tv fesig that thie story, so loat
1n “the mainstresm of history (s2icng with wos’ superitant sepects of the histery
nf the Hn:ru_‘h wovld meat adequotelv se% the %nne for the Freedom School -
purrt atom,  Within Shilg story cen be Soundt mozt of the najor isaues te be

tralves in thae atheegnest curriculiv:. Ons 2wperniee with teaching Yegro
Riatory *o algh schaosl stodents ghewr £u Lomediate ‘nterest and delight in the
apleted luoiden® Yo atodente not only vepember-the story, but are able to

#erals many of ite ocve. b8 woen they are reflected in & farther stuly of Negro
nicrory. 9o thereforo,. submib thet *he Amiated outline could serve the followhg
purposast

i+, To elicit immedimte interest on the part of Fzgro youth to a summer of stuly.
2. To got g tone of pride in their herliage

3. "n citer arc introduclory or nriantatinn aruﬁ.y with several themes which

will a.um for obviows relaticonship and parallels to be made in subsequent
stuflea.

thdvw atuly 18 fleslole, uc thai 4% wil. De sul.atie Tor both day and residence
;.:*:u.u'j.ﬂ, oG onen Ve owoed B a4 three-session dny wotool atwdy or &2 three-dsy

n oane veex diuwdy wn the residepse echoois. We Lave oruvided 2 biblography
w2tk for teephers pnd asvudents, eo thatl zeading #iiils ave inclvied.

BT T »ine - = First dtecount the ipeicent Infermally

5 firsean baskground: Tie stndy of Afeisan auiture and polities before the -
coming of the white man. %o plage Cingues and tho
ktaves in thoir homo fetting from whieh thoy wera
removed and Siteed 4nto nlavery. BExample: Cingques
was tha son f 21 Arpdcan chief and esprooead the
pride of & "aon of Afrinn "

During this = ivad aesesor, Jependinz on the time
allowed, ona can disstop with the stwlents some of
the great African ompires such as Ghana, Mall K and
Songhay, the African universities, the pelitins of
theae Africen states ar” the Importent Afviearn
inventions, such as tvhe smoiting of irou; or they
cen 8imply discuss the organisation of African life
before its complete destruction by the slave trade.

Svggested bobks: for teacher---irmanuel #allerriein, Africa, The Politles
o Independencs. (pamerieak), « ha'gtnr i.Pasil Duavid-
scn, Blaek Mother,

Lerone Beanett, Before the Mayflower,K chapter 1. for
studente: BEmma G. Sterne, The Long Blaclk
tchoomer,
Johm &, We&lildems, Africe : Hew Histery, Lanly and
reople { Cooper fquare, paperback)

3. Bagre Trade o Logerlipticn of tha nlave whips amd the manner in
which the glaves were pasled into the hold of the
ship. The route a7 %he flavs ships would illua-
wrRce the escoorin sasis oi nigvery. &8 we.l 23
the variovs nation ivmlwved in the trade, Example:
thke Amistad plave chin and the Cuvhan plantera,
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Sugezeeted books: for teacherz: Bernatt, Before the Mayflower, chapter
on the slave trade.
vohs Beope Franklin, Frem 83avery to Freedon, ahapter on slave trade,

3. Slz=ve Revoitul Iilvstrate: the amiay revolts occurring even
Tefore the glares arrivel on American shoree. Furthee
sovld inglude a deperipiion of the utter despailr on
the part of the claven, as witnessed by cases where
Africans jumved overboard In erder to escapt a life of
verritide, Slave reveliso on beard the ships can bhe re=
called during & study of insurrectlione in America, e.g
Nat Turner, Demmark Vesey. The underground railroad 1
and Harriet Tubman, even John Brown's raid on Harpers's
FTeryy might be inelxnied in a discussion of revolte. One
conld include here a general diecussion of slavery, if
${ime allows, and uee Frederick Douglass as a gulde, All
of these things can be mentioned and discusecd so that
when the smae issues come up later, they can be recalled.
it is moet important that ths stulentes understand that
srotest is nothing new fcr Jsgroces and this study
clearly 1lluatratza that polus.

‘uogestad books: for tacher, Herbert Aptheker, Documentary History of the
t:p.pr—:: in fmsrice (geveral ducumentn written by Hpgrn insurrectionists).
i7theke=, Slave Revolis.

ehaptar,a in both Bennett and Franklin books listed above.

1;._;; a#nl Times of Frederick Donglasa, autobiograph.

“or stulents, Ann Petry, Harriet Tubman, ete.

¥atherine Saheman. The Slave "JILM

Corothy Sterling, Freedom !Erain The Story cf Harriet Tubman
svia W, Bontemps, The Story of George Washirgicn Carver

L, Abolitionism: The foudning of the Americen Miestonary Soclety lende
iteelf to & discuasion of the many perscne both white
and Negro, who devoted their lives to abolishing slavery.
Thie might include a discumsion of men well as Wendell
Phillipe and Loyd Garrison as well as Frederick Douglase
amd Sojourner Truth. One should slso izneluwie Elijah
Lovejoy of I1linois, who was killed becavac of his abd -
1tioniet newnpaper,

Sugegesated books: for teachers, chapfere from both Bennett and Franklin

d¢ocuments from AptHeker's Documentsry Histcry
for stalents: Arna Bontemps, Fraderiek Dovgls __b Slave-Fighter«Ff reoman

pXnellent £ilm availshle on Fred.m*i* c Dougl aga, House on Cedar Hill

%« The Case in the Courts: One shusld irtredune this diseuesion with a
contrast nf the U. 5. Fresidents involved and their
attitvdes toword humarity, 1. e. Martin Van Buren, wheo
oppoged freedom for the nlaves, and John Quirey Adems,
who secured thelr freeccn. This, of courss, allows far
mwh reflectlon later in the girrieunlum on the present
freedem otrucele and the President's role,

The cnge wor firet hesnrd in a lower eourt of Vew Tork,
ard was apr=aled by the Attcerrey Gemeral of the U. S.
to the highast seurt of thelindd. One ean discuss
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here the mzonar in which cnses are brought through our
aourt syatem.

Aptheker's Docwuncntsry History of the Negro in Amerisa
includes decumenta which Span most of the =apeets of this case and excepts
ii these documents cak be duplicetel for distribution to the students.

Yor stufents, Russell Adams, Great Naegross Past apd Presept (Chicago: Afro—#
tmerican Publishing Co., 1963) offers a brief summary of the incident amd
g picture of Cingues.

Ouyline of Negro History Section of Freedom School Cirriculum
“our major sectlons: Origins of Servituwle, Negro Zesistance to Oppression,
“neonstruction and Twentiath Century.

g primary agsumptionof this course outline is that Amerisca is the result
¢ %ha fusfon of African Buropean, Indian mnd other peoples anl their sultures.

stmdy of the African in America

L} Origins of Servitude (1600 -~ 1800) — The three major divisicns of the
ravples who were later to become Americsna all experienced some form of
sarfitule during the firast 200 years of settlemant by the EBuroprans in Ameriea.

a., Purposes of this unit of stuly

1. To understand the economie and political forees which ereated

the system of gervitwde in America

2. To pierce through the fallacies about the origin of Slavery i

America.
b. Focus of this unit of study — Why did Negro servituls survive apd
flourish and the Buropean ani Indian servitule declinet
o, Backerouni

1. Ancient Buropean, Indimsn and African peoplea—traiition of en

slavement of captives,

2. Medileval slavery—primarily enslavement for debt.

3. Iberian slavery-— Spain and Portugnl ss the first Buropeans in
the modern world to enslave Africanacsns a profitable economie
venture,

b, Slave trade--England, France, Demmark and the Iberians traded
slavea from Afriea to Hew World plantatisn for four centurios.

Sources: World Book Bneyelopedis

Carmen, Syrett, and Wishy, History of American Poople, wol. 1.
Frank &'annan'bn.m, Slave and Citigen

d. BEuropean Servitwie in Americe (Purpcse wos to inerease the labor
supply 4n the YNaw World)
1. Indentured Servants—One-half of all Buropeans in the Middle
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Golonies served for an average of %wo to seven years 88 bondsmen
usually for their passage “to dmar-ica.
£:; Involuntary Servitude—those kidnapped from Burope ccoovicts from
hﬂwi
a, Irdian Sertitude
1., Capture of Indian popuiatisz cad land by the Europeans
2. Captive Indlans sometimes saslaved,
£ Hegrc Sarvitumde
1, 1616-1669: Many Negroes iplentured servante rather than slaves
Ly Herrozs A small part of the ropuladion of the colonles
3« ©oush in the 17th century dependel upcn free and indentured
1sbor, white ank Negro
%, Slavery increased as the tobaceo culture incresemi.

®' The Nezroes'! Barllest Pesiatamce %o Opprecaisn.
L0 goon 2s enslavement of the Negro became entrenched, the Negro began fo
fizht againat 1t,
3, Alms of this unit of stuly:
i, Torsbow that slavery was not a passive and atatic institution.
2, To indicate some of the roots of Negro protest in America.
b, Tarsonal arcounts of slawery

1. Three reslsteres Booker T. Washington (Up from Slavery)
Harriet Tubamn

Frederick Douglass (Life and Times of ¥. D.)

2. In their soceounta they:

a, describe the conditione of slavery
b. relate the ways they fought against slavery.
.. ¥ree Negroes., Through manumission iaws were harsh, some Negroes were

Iree.

1. Oceupations of free Negroes.

2. Attitudes toward them by whites and slaves,

d. Hevolts

1. 1822, Led by Denmark Vesey, & free Uegro from Charleston, South
Carolina, Plan was to attack the e¢ity of Charleston in mid-June,
Preparatione through as Negroes made arme,

2. 1831. Led by Nat Terner, Crusads atarted by killing Turner's master,
Rebele werellater joined by otherz.

3. Althoungh thers were many slave revolts and isurrectionist activi ties,
the above two revolts were the largest in terma of mumberes invd ved
anl extensivensss of plan, The baskeground of both of them was
gimilar:

l. The success of the Haitians

2. The decline of the white popula ticn in the ares

3. General economic depression in the areas,
Similar, also were the long-ranpge wffecta aof bothe

1. More stringent laws restricting fres Negroes

2. Prohibition of the instruction of reading and writing,
e, Abeldhtionist Movemant: Atolltinn o7 Tlavapyr

1. 1812-1830: Beokoround-- Bi 1100 aroaibitien of the slave trede,
Cimreh secta cppesed %o uiaver:

Slerery more citrenched

2, 1831 «-Ths Liberator: the most Infusntial abolitionist paper foaunled
by Wm, Lloyd Gerrison,
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3. Vigerground railroad
4, Otbher methods uszed by the Ahplitioniata
. ] Fi4tona
roiitical pariies
wodlm=Liberiy Far:;
1848-Free Soil

1l -Republiean
£+ dobnoeremaca RAld on Harpss's dlerky
Becprass:  apiocooe, Histery of Neeos Ginee savolls
lerurea Bousett, Jdr., Before fhe Mayfiower
7 Reporatrwdlion (1865-1877) and the B oginoing of Regregation

o gubdest o Hacopstructicn hes oftorn heen oDemazed begause of its complex
rafatre 2nd janesaligations of facts. Listed helow are some relevent events
in chrogological order.

1AA5..18586: Lincoln-Johnson Plan: The Southern states should not be punished
by tho Worth for thelr insurrectien, i Allewed baek inte the Union
withons gralifleationa, As & resuli tho Zouthern States epsgted & program

wit:o vas G.aslgned to re-enslave the Fegro, with Black Godes restricting
the sooneal: and political metivity of the freedmen, anmd also violence
anl fcroe. tharles Sumner arl Thaddeus T tevenc, two powerful Senators

ami Abolit.calits, protested the lack of encnomicz and politleal provisions
for viw freslasn.

i5aq: Givil Rights Bill passed over tlis Frealdent's veto

face riots continue in the Deep Scu.h (81 Negrces killed during May
and June riots.)

®lverd Wacker and Charlee Mitchell wore elected teo the Massachusetts
Honpe of Iepresentatives. They were :hie first Negroes elected to an
Lrorigan iegislative assemble.

i1daf: Frederick Douglass leads a delegation to the President urging the bdlot
fey ex-olavyes.
Ante vern passed by Congress in March dividing the Cénfederate States

into military districta, The freedman were glven the right to wvote,
o Flux Klan held their first natisnal meeting.
Knights of White Camelia (a whiis supremc:ist organization) were formed.
Hlote: the relationship between the beginniag of white supremecist
ormnizations and military rule,

1868: The fouth Carolina conetitutional cexontion met in Charleston in Janmuary.
It waes Lhe flrat assembly of 1ts2 kiph in the West with a majority of
Negro delegates (76 out of 124),
Oscay Dunn, an ex-alave, was installed ou Lt. Governor of Louisiana, It
was ile highest elective office held by an American Negro. UHNegroes wers
later elected Lt. Gov, in Misaissippi amd South Carolina,
Fourteenth Amerniment became a part of the Conatitution Race riots oon-
time in Louisiana,

1869: Ebenezer don Carlos Bassett be~ame minister to Haiti arnd, ms such, was
the first Negro in the diplomatic service.

1870: Wright, a Negroe, was make ldec:: late Juaiiece of the South Carolina Supreme
Court.
Hiram Revels sueceeled JefTerson Davis as U.5, Senator from Mississippil.
Fiftean tha Ameniment was made a part of the Constitution
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1871

1872
873
1874

L0675

1876
1877

1883
1884

1890

1895

The f218’ 52 2 seriecs of Enforcement Acts (Ku Elux Klan Acts) put federal
elestiora ir the hepim of federnl cfficiales and guaranteed civil and
politicu. ~izhits to the freedmen through federal courts.

Joseph Roiner becamc ‘ke Tiret Negro in the House of Representatives.

Sworn in au ‘angrecerman i.om South Carolina,

Robewt Wood, a Nagro, vma elected.mayor of Natchez, Missimsippi

Race Ricis in Maridian, Miou., (possidle reaction to growing power of the
Tagroea Lot itates)

P, Pinchback became acting Governor of La. and then U,5. Semator in 1873.
dirty Negroess killad in Louisiana.

Walte League, & reclet organization, was founded in Loudsiana

More violence in Tennssse and Louisimana. Several Negr and Republican
cifire-holders were slain,

Ras: riot in Vicksburg--35 Negrozs killed.

“pesilen’ irsued a proslamation on violense iz Hisalesippi.

Jivil Rights Bill was enacted by Congress. The bill gave Negroes the
right to ejual treatment in inrs, public conveyanses, theaters, and
other pubiic places,

Hlance Kesc “ruoe, a Negro, entered the U. S, Senate from Mies. Racial

sonflict in Yazoo City, Mimsimsippi

#aslal confliet in Clinton, Miss, Neg—o Zcadera and Republicans Killed.
[a3 Governor of Mississippl requested federal tronpe to protect the
righte of Hegro voters. The request was refused,

Conservatives won in Mieslasippl clectionn anl initiated the Micaimaippl
lere, staging rlots, political assassimatiors andl massacers 2ni sccial
anl sconomic intimidation. Used later to overthrow Reconstruction
govevtment in South Carolina anl Ia.

Rasial zonflist in Sorth Caralina

Hagos agroed %o wisthiraw federal Sroops {om the south
Pren, Hayec appointed Frederisls Douglees Maranall of Washington, D. C.
Tederal Trocpa ware withdrawn from the routh

Tennsssee initiated the mollcrz Jagresation movement with Jim Crow
rallroad gar low,

The Supreme Court declared the Clvil Rights A€t of 1875 unconstitutional,

John Roy Lynch, former Congrossman from Mies., was elscted temporary
chairman of the Republiean Conventdon, ~nd became the first Negsro to
preside over the deliberations of a national political party.
Massacre of Negroes in Carrollton , Miss.

The Miosiseippi constitioticnal cor = %ion began the systematic exnlusion
of Nagrose from the political lire -1 “he South (Ang. 12 - Nov, 1)
Ciher Southsyn States followed Misei clp-i's load,

Eooker Ts Warhiagton delrverod hic "Aflaots Joruearise! apeexis
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1896 The Supreme Court decicicr (Tlessy vs. Fergrson) upheld the doctrine
of "rsparate brt cqual"

Source: Lerons Bannett, Jr., Before the Mayfi ver
W. B. B. DuBois, Black Beconciruoilon

D) Twentieth Cerntury

a. Before 1954
1. DuBoie - Washing®on Controversy
2. Founding of the HAACP &nd Crisla
3. Marcus Gravey
L4, War years and effect on liegro movements

b. 1954 School Decision: its bdackground ard. implicstions
1. Little Rock Ark.
2. De feoto School Segregatien in the North amd Weat
3. Primce Bdward, Tirginia, sitration
4. University of Wississippl's situation

c. Ucot 1954 —Spentanecus movements becmme organized in the South,
1. Montgomery Bus Bomcott
Zs B4%-in
3. Frendom Rides-
k., Voter Ragiatration
d. TUreamlking down the barriers of discrimimation in the North
1. Dinerimination: Jobe and Housing
2. The Negro middle clase vs. urban masses,
3. Eige of black noticnlism
i
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