DO YOU THINK NEGROES SHOULD OWN THEIR OWN STORES AND BUSINLGSCS?

Whitefolks sell us everything we use and need. Wnitet !, sgt th “iges and
we have to pay them - even if they are very high. Whitefolks "L give Us too many
bargains. Whitefolks hire the workers and fire the workers. Tiay decid bs
we were meant to do and which jobs we cannot have.

Today, there are no Meqro cashiers in the city of Opelousas The people who
own stores, like Foodtown, think we cannot push the buttons an a cash rogister but
think we can push a broom very well. If we don't buy at Foodiown, Dbut buyv 3t other
stores owned by whites, aren't we aivina our money to the same people, anyway]

We should own our own supermarket in Opelousas. In order 0 sfurt o business
we would need some starting funds or "capital". But whitefo .= 121l of the banks
xnd control all of the money. So we will have to raise money by ourselyes from aur-

selves. We might can get some loans and aid from the Federal Government by using
the Economic Opportunities Act and the Anti-Poverty progran.

If we all have a 1ittle money to start this supermarket husincss, Lhen we
should put our little bits of money together and have a whols (ol of non

with. We could own this store as a co-op. A co-op is like = business BUT EVERYONE
WHO USES IT ALSO OWNS A PART OF IT. So if we sell shares in the co-on to 2 whole
tunch of people then we will be sure of a "auaranteed" number oF Custupers,  1F vou
owned a store would you ao and buy at the next man's store? 0Of cour.o not | So if

ve sold shares for a small price, say ten ($10) dollars and sioucd up 500 peaple, we
would have $5,000, enough to start a store and show the Fedeval Lovernment we deserve

&nd can pay back a loan. Other co-ops like Southern Consumers Lo-up 10 Lafayettis
which has been workina successfully for a long time can help us nel started. lur
small co-op could also become a part of Southern Consumers 1% we all wanied to join,

If the store makes a profit at the end of a year or Ly, o 1 pay a " divi-
dend" to the shareholders. Most co-ops pay members a dividend baoon o how much
they used and bought at the store - this is called a patronace ~ofunl  This way THE
MORE YOU BUY AT THE CO-OP, THE MORE YOU SAVE, THE FASTER THE CO-0F 0 GROV

Everyone who owns a share in the co-op has one vote [ooe w0, ane wote)l to
decide how the store will ba run. Al] the shareholders will cho \ Board of Di-
rectors who run the store and pick a manager and clerks to work n tha &t S50 we
will also be making new jobs for our peogple in this co-op. o can /50 thinas

made by our people in the co-op store, like canned preserves

There are some problems we must solve and some hard nucs L vE LNEwWer
before we can set up a co-op store:

Are there enouah people in Opelousas who would 1010 fp Co-opd
How will we sian up these members?

How will we finance the store? What role will Southern Consurers plays

Where will we be able to buy the thinas we want to -oll n t -
and can we get them at a cheap enough price to make the co-op pay offi
What kind of competition will we face from the o stores in Npelousas?

Where will we locate the store?

What will we name the co-op store?
Who and When will we write up a charter for the



