
llliAT IS OPERATION HEAD START? 

Th e anti-poverty program of the Federal Govern~ent is accepting appli ca

~i ons for . summer HEAD START projects. The program is designe d for chi ldr en . 

TLo grev.r up without very many advantages. The HEAD . START . program y.rill offer 

-~ hil d ren between the ages of four and seven years, both boys and girls, 

.spe cial opportunities this summer.' The program is entirely volunt~ry and is 

Jpen t o all children in the area if their parents want them to attend the 
--

·en t Pr s . Children will live at home and attend the centers during the 
(! 

iayt i me . 

:f'l1e HEAP START program is designe d to make the children fe e l that he 

~~ '' s-omebody." Classes will be very small and there will be two or three 

~ 2 achers in each class so that each child can have special,pers?p~l appen-
. : .'' 

on . . . ,J·,Jhat he thinks, what he paints, the condition of his health will be 
···- ·. - . -

~nportant to the special teachers in the child development centers. The 

:ent e r s are not schools and the HEAD START program will not teach school 
' ; .. 

3Ub je~ ts. The centers will offer many special services such as medical care, 

~ good meal each day at the center, trips to museums, factories, librari e s, 

;ounselling services and others. The children \'fill . haye .the opportunity to 

JUt on a play, to plant seeds in a garden ~ to learn a\}d ,play new games, to 
· ' J 

lave a story teller, have their mm puppe t shm-1 ; to w·ork with carpentry toolls 
·r,.f 

'.;:-.d t o help in keeping the center clean and neat. 

The Louisiana Commission on Child Development plans to have cente r s in 

.:tny cities and towns--even out in the country--in Louisiana thi s summer. 

f'hE: Drogram for each center will be diffe r ent from e ve ry othe r cente r because 

:he parents will help plan the program--to say what opportunities and experi

··nces they would like their children to have . The cente rs will be trying to 

l n the same things for the children eve rywhere in Louisiana , but each com--

.mnity will go about it in the way they think is best. The goal s that the 



• T 
I 

'I'J.ce of Economic Opportunity (anti-poverty program) of the Unite d St ates 

. "' ... .; :~ ·nment has set for the 'HEAD START prog ram are the following: · . -, 

l. To improve anq. e;xpand the ·-~ Phild 1 s mental process, to help him to 

. ·· '' 2l op e the ability to think, re.ason ~nd speak clearly . .. , 
~ j • ' ; :-- ~ '. ' 

2 . To he:}.p .in the child 1 s socj,_al and emotional growing up by 
I . i 

_:;ou::"aging self -confidence, self -expression, self -discipline and curiousi ty. 
. , , . . ~. . : f"' i -.r 

3. .To help the children get wide r and varied experiences, to increase 
. . ~ . t . • . l ~, ' ' 

· _,2 j_r ease in talking and to improve their understanding of the world in 

. ~i ch ;they live. 

4. '1 lfTO giye the child many chances to succe ed and be praised for his 

·· .)d. wqrk. Thi.s ; is to help eras,~ the frustration , w~ich may have come from 
I . 1 j 

. sf~ f ailures, o:r . s:uccesses which no one pai d 9-ny attention to. 
. . ' . . . ~ : ! . : ' f- ' ' ; ! ' . i 

~ . . ; To have a climate of confidence for the child \'ihich will make him :·· '... ' 

. 11t t o learn, not , ju~t in school, but \r.rhen he,: is with friends, at home, or 
.. , 

' · 

6. To in.crease: tl;le chiJd 1 s ability to ge t alon~ with other people --
;: ··-, 

. >.:: f· amily, other. ch};_J.dre.n at the center, the teachers at the center--and at 

.2 3ame time his family will be heloe d to understand the child and his 

,· jJf:<:;..ems _,, thus giving the child anothe r ~hance to gpow an?- learn and feel 

·. :i·.; h e is somebody important. 
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