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CHALLENGE 

Over loOO,OOO Meg•- of Mloslnlppl ere d..,led 
the rlfht to vote by en oppr•slv. .y.t• of 
offlelelly .senetiOMd ... ..,,.. for • century 
-· our t.on, ... -. ..... -ted the pret-• 
thet the- froa Mlulu11'PI """'alt _, 
t- ai"e representetl.._ of the people. 

The Challenge of the Mississippi freedao DMO
eretlc l'erty ..... of this Col!gr .. s end of t he 

A.erle... people to put en end to this .ockery; to 
sey thet the people of Mlsslssli'PI ere not ,_be
Ing repr•-ed 111 the llaltM Stetes Congr•s end 
"Ill not be -11 the all ..... representetlves are 
"""eeted, end free end - electlOIIS •• held. As 
lepresentetlve ...._ lloosevelt .. ld on the -log 
dey of this Congress, "· ••. they ~ wln'elec
tiOIIS' .._ed on .. rder end then clal• the right to 
govern fr.._ ~. u 

On Decirlt•r 'tth, In ecc1 Uftce wrth a Federal Ste
tute (Title 2, U.S . Code, SectlOIIS 201-216) ~lch 
--procedures for cont•tlng congresslonel 
elec:CI-, repr•..,tetlves of the lllislulppl Free
.. •-•tic Pe"y served_proper llot:IC. of Chel
l- on the five Mississippi Congres- end to t he 
Clwk of the-··· clel•lng t'-- congreulonel 
elections wre 111-1 by the feet of syst-tlc 
dlsenfrenehls-t of llegr- by the use of terror , 
viol- end herres-. 

On the -lng dey of Congr .. s, 151 ..t.ers - only 
67 YOtft leis then • •Jorlty - voted .,.lnst • 
etlon to seet the Ml10lsslppl-. The other Con
gra- arely -ted • plen to tentatively seet 
the Mississippi-, pending tbe out- of the Chal-

'-· 
Slnco thet tiM. - 125 voiUIIteer 1.-irers froe 
tlw ql-t the nation _,t l11to Mississippi end col
lected testl_,., froa- 700 wltn•n•, Including 



l'ocol Negroes, Justice Department officials, and 
State and Citizens • Council officials. In moklng 
the$e deposftlons. •mounting to over 15,000 pages 
of evidence, the Negro ~eople of Nlsslssl pp l have 
agai n tOMe for.erd to risk reprisals of vfolance 
and terror. However, these depositions, form~~lly 
s 1-gned and wl tnessed, are. •n I ncontrover""tab ht body 
of ev14ence proving that the general e lectlon5 of 
November. 1964, ln Hlsslsslppl were unconstltutlon· 
at. Th& Mississippi Congressmen have been a~le to 
submt t oo evidence whatsoever to ~efute this te~t
lmony. 

In July , t he House of Representatives must ogoln 
vole on the fitness of t~e Hiss tsslpplons to sit. 
Tho Negro people of Nlsslsslppl who hove risked 
much In participa t ing In this Challenge, will be 
w•ltlng eagerly for the verdict of the Congress. 
The ev idence of mess terror, economlc slavery and 
pO llee brutality Is conc-lusive. 

I t will be up to us , the -r I con poop lo, through 
our Congressm-e:n t .o dec t de whetber men e I eeted by 
fraud and oppre5s1on wiJJ ,cOntlnue to sit In Con· 
grets, or ~ether Congress w111 call upon Mlss ls
~lppf to ho ld free and d""""'ratic elections for 
those s.••t~. 

SOME QUESTIONS AND AIIS\oo£RS 

I. WHAT IS TH£ MI SSISS I PPI CONGRESSIONAL CHALLENGE? 

The Congressional Challenge Is a legal pr,oce• 
dure based al"'t>IY on the feet that tho tongres~
men of Hlss lsslppl wore Illegally elected In 
Noveoober . 196't. and should, therefore. be un• 
ooatod f~ tho Hoyse of Reprosentatlyes. 

2. WHY W!RE THE 196't MISSISSIPPI CONGRESSIOIIAL 
ELECTIONS I LLEIAL? 

The fa"u ere that ov• loOo.ooo Negros In Nls· 
olulppl , a l..,.t half of the population 21 years 



end ovor, ••• den I.e! the r 1 ght to vote through 
• syrtM of lllUrder, lnt'lllldatlon, terror, lou: 
of Jobs, pollee brutality, unequally applied 
voting tests, beatings, Jelllngs end lyncf> lngs. 

3. \o11AT IS THE LEGAL IASIS FOil TH£ CHALUNG£? 

T'"' Congre .. lonel Challenge Is besed upon pro
visions within the Constitution of the United 
States of ~rlca, and also under a Federal Sta
tute tn the U.S. Codes Which provides proceduras 
for contested Congressional elections. 

4 . WHAT EVIDENCE HAS IEEN PRESENTED FOR THE CHAL
LENGE? 

Over 4,000 pages of legal testj~G~y heve been 
~resented es evldeqce to the House of Represen
tatives supporting the Challenge. This Impres
siVe body of evidence proves conclusively that 
the elections of 1964 In "l•slsslppl ware Ille
gal. The challenged racist Congressmen !NV• 
presented no t estliiiOny In -It lon to this 
evidence. 

5. WHO ACTUALLY DECIDES WHETHER THE CONGRESS~ 
SHALL BE UNSEATED 7 

The House of Representatives 
hat cl.er constitutional 
authority to dater.i~• who 
~thell and who she 11 not 
heve seets 1 n the !louse. 
No Stat• een c1a1~ •nv 
rlgM to dec·lde thh 
Ntter; llO c.ourt, 
either State or 
f;ederal , can be 
app•led to with 
r11pect to thtt. 

Therefore , the 
House of Repre
santetlves, by 



.ajorlty vote, can Instr uct the State of Nlsslsalp
pl, In detail, Just hoW Ito Congreaslonel oloctlons 
~it be conducted If tho State of Mlaoloslppl wants 
Its Repr. .. entatlves ... ted In the House. The House 
can dater11lne lolho shell ond lolho shall not vote In 
such alact Ions, unciM' ..t.ot oond It Ions persons shall 
reglsUr to vote In those eleetlons, and when and 
....... the elections ore to be conducted. In other 
words, your Congrn...., wll I doc Ida. 

6. WHO ME THESE ILLEGALLY EUCTEO CONG.RESSHE"? 

Thor!>as Al>ernjt:hy, Representative olnce 1942; J..,le 
lohlttan, Repr8S""tatlve since 1941; John WI I 1 I MIS, 
1\eprasentotlvo since 1946; end 111111 .. Col ... r, 
Repres•ntatlve since 1932 . These four D~rats, 
because of their seniority, oc~upy positions of 
COMidaroble hoportonco oilcl -r. Pronths W.lker, 
Ropubllcon CongressMn, eleeted In 1964, h follow• 
lng In tho fO!>tste,s of these four segregatlonlsu .. 
His first appearance after his elect(on was • spe
ech before the -Icons for the Pr .. erv,tlon of 
the llhlta Race. Tho APIIII Is a white roclst-terro• 
rlst organization. 

7. WHAT ABOUT THE VOTING RIGHTS Bill? 

Tho Voting Rights 8111 Is not retrooetlve. That 
Is, It does not affect the elections of 1964 In 
the State of Mississippi. While the Voting Rights 
8111 witt hopefully Insure equal voting rights In 
the future, tho fact t~ that those flvo Congress
'"" fr011 tho State of l!lsslsolppl ware lllegolly 
aiOc:ted. 

8 • .CAT IS THE CONGRESSIONAL TII1E·TA8LE FOR TilE WEEKS 
AHE.IG7 

The Chat l·anga Is ,_ In the 
Sub-c-.tttae on Elections 
of the House ComMittee on 
Adoolnlltratlon, Thera Ia o 
House Rule stat lng thor ell 
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eont-ested eleetloM taJSt be reported out of ecn
•ltt .. wlthln slx-mont~s of the c9nvenfng ~gress. 
(July 4th) 

Therefore, In July ~ the House of Representetlves 
.ust vote on t~ fitness of the Mlssl~slpplens -
..., eleeted by fraud and opprenlon,to eontlnue 
to sit In Congres1. 

The unseatIng of the Min Iss I pp I C<>ngressme.n wl I I 
be the test of the POre I Integrity of the Congress 
of t~ Unit~ Stote.s. It Is only when the Con
gress uns .. ts the "1ssfsslpplans and eal1s for 
and con4ucts free end open elections In Missis
sippi for these s .. to that t~ Negroes In the 
Stoto will be ~ ,, .. to portlclpote. It Is only 
~Congress tekes these actions ~hot the Pollt• 
Ice I forces In t~ South oppOsed to Negroes' vot· 

" lng wll I undontond ' flliot Co~ror.o and tho 'Nation 
are serious about guaranteeing rho rights of 
Negl'oes to fully partklpate In the pro.,esses of 
gavorNOOnt. It Is absolutely Imperative that your 
Congross.an does not waiver In his obligation to 
you. 

WHAT CAN YOU 00 TO HELP? 

Th• House of Repre.se.ntat lves 1_s. the onJy group 
which hos the power to unseat the Mississippi 
Congress•n. 
Our Congressmen Is: 

HON. CRAIG HOSMEI\ 
HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 25, 0. C. 

Urat hi• to yott to unstat thf five 'llegt11y ele· 
cted Mllslsstpol ConsrfSsmen . 

!Iota: People In other areas should dlree>t ·their 
'11ttont I on to t~l r elee>ted CongressMn. 



I. PetJtlono: To be delivered directly to Congreso
_,, heryone should be urged to 
sign . Petitions cen be obtelnecl 
tr .. : tAU fotiNI NIS for the COJI
GRESSIONAL CHALLENGE. 

2. Lat·t;trt : Urge your Congres...., to vote to 
unseet the five lllegelly elected 
Klsslss-lppl Congr essmen. Ask him 
for his position. You should re
celv• an answer. 

) _. Ittsrw: Through Wlstern Union, Zl4 Locust, 
Lang e..ch, Ill 6-9013, s....S • re
duced-rate rut>llc: Opinion IIMH!fa, 
only 90 cents plus tax for a 15~d 
_,.,,, urging your Corigres._ to 
vote to uns .. t the five lll.,.tly 
elected K.lllllllppl Congres-. 

it. Contec:c llewpooperi urtlng t h• to give cover.,, to the Chellqe, to teke 
their -.n edlterlel stend, end to 
r-t • public otend n- Congrfts-

.; _. Crelg I!Ds•r; plus radio end 
TV stations. 

5. SUpport.: The rwt lonwlda effort-s of hundreds 
upon hundreob of -•• throughout 
the United Stetft· W.O 11111 be going 
to Wlshlngton, D. c. to personelly 
ur,. Congress -to uns .. t the Kiss Is
sippi eong,.,.....,, 

6, Join: Hends ..-! _.k with the: 

CALIFOIUIIMS FOil Tit£ COIIGRESSIOIJAL 
CHALL!&E 
205 East lr....._., 
Long e..ch Z, C.llfornle 
4J6-Io426 

Who c:en be r .. chad for 8ny lnfonoetlon, 
for•, pot It I- , or .,., other essls
teftCe. 



CNI YOU •... .• •.....• 

• Answer pho<!es7 
* Get PetIt l·ons signed 7 
* Stoff the local office? 
* Call people? 

YOU CAH HEU'!! 

1~he unseating of the Mi ssissippi Congress~n 
wll I be the t .. t of t he moral lntegrl r·y of 
the Congress ·Of the UnIted States. I , tbere
fore, •g•ln ~ledge ~s~1f and the Southern 
Chrl~tlon Leadership Conf~renee to t~e fulle•t 
support of the Challenge of the Hlssl'sslppl 
Freedom De!IOCratlc Party and call upon all 
•rlcans to join wl th M 1n this eonn1tment." 

DR. IW\TI N Ll/THER KING 
Hay 17, 1965 
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