Albany, Georgia, Needs Nursery Schools
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I went to Albany, Georgia, as a field worker for the
tucent lhonviolent Coordinating Committee subsequent to
-1racaation from college. One of the most startling condi-
t.ong vas tne comolete lack of child care facilities in the
tecro community. There are no nursery schools, child care
cz2rters, narent cooperatives or kindergartens. And the
1ajorlty of women in Albany work. As Mr. Slater King,
tresldent of the Albany iMovement ras said, "The older chil-
dren.are kept out of scnool to take cere of the vounger
Cullcreiisesslinus the vicious cycle continues, never stop-
olne. Untrained, near illiterate children srow into adult-
hood with no eavloyment and no howve, beccause they have had
no training."

Phe calld care center has the poterntial of beine a
slrnificant "anc potent force ir chancsins the historic
patitern of serre ation. vlder brothers and sisters could
ctay 1n gchool. It offers pre-school children the variety
O exnexiience recegsars L0 create a positive trarsition
from the h>ne to the structured learrine situation in school.
Thie 18 a bpic trarsition for a five wvear o0ld to mke since |
the c¢i1ild 1s not used ¢» gittine and listenine for an ex-—
vtended veriod Lo someshe 1n front of a room full-of ehildren.
what nap-ens s0 often 1s chat =z child starte .school, and '
because of his lacikk of learning experiences, his attention
span 1s short. He 1s used Lo respondins to short comnands
and directions at home, but 1. most caces he 1s not accus-
tomed to listening to series of sentences and explanations.
He has trouble concentrating, much of what the teacher
says rasses nln by anrc schoul 1s consequently boring. This
ci:1ld 1s a potential drown-out. ”
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I'ie social, cognitive, =znd emotional ~rowth wahich occurs
curing the first five years has a srofound effect unon a
cinlld's ability to relate to future learnine situations.

1T a ciild 1s exposed to a valusble child care experience,
toe tools for learning and the learning process are not as
foreivn to im=--he is more ready to learn. If his start is
successiul, that 1s, if he has feelings of confidence and
worth 1n nimself, this will have a wnositive effect on his
attivtude 1n relation to his education and his feelings about
nimseif., ' '

After spendling six nonths 1in Albsny, Georsia, I went
to Berkeley, California. I completed several courses in
the field of child development at the University, was em-
Ployed in a city child care center (Albany, California) and
at the University of California Child Study Center Nursery
School.
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I have wmade plane to return to Albany thies Fall to
open an all day nursery school for the children of working
mothers., The -tudent Nonviolent Coordinatinns Committee
hag vromised to back the project. However, they will not
be anle to fully support the nursery Qchool center, and the

1t of support will not be determined until an executive
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chaﬂiute meeting 1s held later this Fall. Before leaving

Callrornlia a beneflt was held for the Mursery School at
wilcn 900 was raisedi I have ked out a minimumn budget
oL ,/)GO for one year and s max1mum or deslired budeget of
~7f( -=-nelither of tiese include salary. Included in these
wunts are rent, food (children will be fed a noudshing

2al), insurance, utilities, ohone, supplies of paper, paintgy
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etc., wouka, basic oufu@r and 1ndoor equipment, and
ials for building equipment. Broken down to the month

tujﬁ would mean a minimum of 22520 per month and a desired
-000 per month.

seceuse this is a non-profit, non-political, educa-
tional undertaking, I have been advised that I can receive
tax exempt status and that contributions will be tax

detuntable,

This Fall Albany faced a court order to intecrate at
the first grade level. As a result, 21 Negro children
entered a previousdy aiil wnite-school, A rre-ﬁchool eX=-
perience would lelp to lesten the shock for children who
dutempt to meet thieg cha llenge in the future.

ducators are finally realizing that it is often too
late to interest a cnild in learning at the first crade
level, that so0d pre=-school- »rograms have to come. FEx-
periaental programs are being set un ir Harlem and other
rorthern ghettoes. Tney must come to the South too.




