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, , Three rosie considerat~ons underlie the · development of the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party and its pLars to challenge the seating· of the delega
;ti6n of the Nississippi Democratic Party at the 1964 National :o.onvention of the 

Dcmocra tic · Party. They are: ' "' · · 
1. The long-,history of systematic and studied exclusion JJt Negro ' citi~ 

zens from equal parti.cipation in t he political processes of the state grows more 
, flagrant -and intc~sified . daily. _ 

, 2. The Nissi ssippi Democratic Party has conclusively demonstrated it.s 
lack of ~oyalty t o the Nati onal Der.<ocratic ?a~ty in the pa st, -and currently 
incl.ica~es no intention_ of supporting the pla tforrn of the 196L~ ·National Dem9-
cratic1' Convention~ ' · · 

3. The i ntransigent and fanati cal det ernuna t i on of the sta.te 1 s poll t-1 

ica l power- s tructure to mainta in .status- quo,, clearly demonstrates that the 
"i1is.siss~ppi closed society11

1 a:: Profe ssor James vJ . Silver of the University of 
.l'Iississippi a sserts, is 1vi thout l eadership or r.J.oral r es ources to refom itself 
and hence can .only be brought into t he mainstream of the rt wentieth centur.y by 
forces outside of itself. 

' A. Party Di scrim.:i.Ciation 

The Y.d.ssissi ppi Democratic Pc;rty control s the legistlati ve, executive and 
judicic.l branches of the govemr.1e:1t of t i ;e Stat.e ., All 49 senatc rs and all but 
one of 122 r eprc:senta ti ve s z.re De:i:o c:..~a ts . Repoa t edl y , the Stat E legi stla ture 
has passe d lavJS and est<J.blished regula t ::.ons designed t o discrirrinate a gainst 
prospective Ne.:;r o voters. The 1963 gub-3r natorial campai gn was largely d:i.:rected 
tor.vards res t ricting the Negr o vote . The state convention is being held in the 
Jackson Hun.icipa l Audi t o!'ium and the Heidelbur g Hotel, both of Hilich are seg
regated. I n i t s devot :'..on to racism anci suppr es si on and oppr ess ion of minority 
expresd0n, the Nissis.pippi Democratic Party pi·e1rents Negr o Democrats and 
white persons who disagree Hi th · tile Party, s r acist stance fron participation 
in Party programs and deci~ions . 

B. Party Di5loyal~ : 

Iiississippi citizens who desire t o do so ca rmot support the :::Jationa.l Demo
cratic goals by joining the Mi ssissippi Democratic Party. The Jliississippi 
Democratic Party has declared in public speeches and printed materials that it 
is NOT a part of the National Democratic Party. The campaign literature f or the 
election of Gov. Paul B. Johnson in 1963 is a case in point, as the follovJing 
excerpts s hovl : 



"Our Nississippi Democratic Party is entirely independent and 
, free 'Of the influence of domination o!' any national party" •• '. ' 1 

11 The His s iss.ippi Democratic Pa·rty wh1ch long ago separated 
, it se'lf from the Nat tonal Democratic Party, and which has fought 
consistently· everything both national part-ies stand for ••• 11 

In 1960 the ~iss!ssippi Demo~ratic Party failed to honor its 
pledge tb su;>port the nominees of the Nat.i'nnal Demo.cr9.;t io , 
Convention. Immedi1:1tely after the convention the M1s~l s-sippi party 
convened a ?onventiop and voted to support unpledBed ele ctors in 
an effort to defeat t he nominees of tbe Democratic National 
Convention. 

Co THE CLOSZD SOCIETY 
I 

"It can be argued t hat in the histor y of t he United Stat es 
~emocracY h~s pr oduced great l~aders in gre a~ c~iues~ Sad as , 
it may be , t ~1e Op) os ite has been true in lV: ississippi. As yet. 
there i s Yittle evidence t hat the society of the closed mind 
wili ~ver possess the moral r esources t o reform itself, o~ 
.the capacJ ty for s e lf-examination, or even t lrle tole;pance ·of 
se i f-e·xFtmina tj!on. 11 • •• from 11 l•i i ss i 's s i-cpi ~ .the Closed Soc.ie4y. 11 

by Jsme s ~v •. Silver 

Civil rights gr ouos working in Mis s is sippi ~re convinced 
that political and social justice cannot be "ron in Mississippi 
without massive interest and suo port of the country as a ~rhole., 

. l 

' backed by the authority ot t h e Federal government. As the political . 
l eadershi p of Missi ssipp i f eels threatened by t he winds of change, 
they devise new and more extensive legal weauons and police 
pow.ers. Police p repara tions are no·,, being made to harass, inti
midate and t hreaten the educational and reg i st ration program 
scheduled to be contucted in Mis s 1 ss~p'i thissummer . Five new 
bills, p r ohibiting picketing , banning the distribut ion of boycott 
literature, r8 str~ct1n~ the movement or g rouos , eRtablishing 
cu,rfe'.·! s, a.ut ho rizir1g mu> licipA.lities to pool poliC;e manyower anc 
eo,uipment , and increa s i ng penaltie s t~a t may be assessed by city 
courts have 'been hurriedly signed. futo law, Other similar bills 
are still pene ing . 

11. ORGAt\ IZATIONAL STRUCTURZ Oii' T:-!E F:tBF.DOI-1 DElv~OCRATIC PARTY 

To g ive Nerr o c i tizens of Mississiup i an exper ience in 
politica l de ~o cracy and to establish a channel through which all 
citizens, Ne gr o ano whi te, can actively supoort the principles 
and programs of t he National Democratic Party, the Mississipp i 
Freedom Democratic Party was conceived. The Council of Federated 
Organizations (COFO), a confederation of all the national and 
local c"ivil rig.i:1ts and c~tt .z.unsh1Jil education groups in Mississippi, 
is assisting local cit i zens to develoo the Miss issippi Freedom 
DeQocratic Party. This party is open to all citizens regardless 
of race . 



It wa£ officially established at a meeting in Jackson, Mississippi 
on .April 26th: and the q~proximately 206 delegates Dresent elec~ed 
a temporary sts.te execu·tive committee, -iiThich 1..,111 be re~-pons ible 

f or setting precinct_ and ot her ·state meetin~s. The8e mee·tlngs 
will parallel those of the J.Ussissiupi Democratic P.l3.rty, and 
eve..ry effort will be mace to comply 1··' ith ~11 stc:he lavrs ~·rhich 
anply to t he formation af political p~rtles. Rep istered voters 
in t he Freedom ~emouratic Pa~ty will attempt to at ~ end ~recinct 
and c·ounty me eting a of the Mis siss :tupi De!Ilocr-a tic Party~ 

The !vlls s is s 1ppi Freedom Democratic Party is pr-esently engaged 
in three ma jor efforts: (l)Freed.om Reg istration (2)Freedor.a 
Ca nd idat es a.:1d ( .3 ) Cc: nven tion Challenge ' 

1~ i"RESDOlvi. REJ-ISTR~T.J.:...Q~. ~ 

Offic i al reg jst~at ion fig ures s how that o~ ly some 20 1 000 
Negr oes a r e r ep; i ste l'cd in ¥: 1ss iss .tpp1 a s comp .:1.J'e d to 5 00 , 000 
whit e'S. Th is rcore s~ ut s ::Less than 7% of the 40S . 0 00 NeQ'roes - ' -
21 years of a~ e in the stat e ~ ~he Fr eed om Reg i sT r a tion is 
designed to show t hat thousands of ~eg~oes wa nt to b~come 
r eg isterecl ·v·ot ers. By set t ing up r eg is trar_s -an:" c1 enuty !'eg istrars 
in each of t h e 8 2 counties of t he state, 300 , 000 pe!R~ns may 
be reg ist Prec in t~e Freedom Re r- i stration . Last November some 
83, 000 Nec r oes were reg istered in~ mock _g ubernatbrial race. 
In the pre ~nt drive , 75)000 a re r enorted re f. is tere~, and this. 
wi l l be gr eatly sten?ed up ~hen t he summer pr~rnm of~icially 
begins a t t h e end of Ju~ e ~ This re~ i stration ~ill use s implified 
reg i s trd t l on forms bas ed en voting qpplicat i on s used in s ev eral 
Northe rn sta tes . Any 9 erson who r e7 i s t e rs i n t h e Free dom Reg
i s tra ti a~ wil l be eligble t o vote i n t he Fre ~ Jom Democratic ·Party 
Conve ntion &nd pa rt1c io~t e in part j ~0~~ ? 

The four ( 4) candica te s '~~>rho C1ll i:1.1.2.r "_et t o run i n t he June 2 
pr i mary in ~ is sis s ipp i were nom i n ee 8 of t~e Free~om Democra tic 
Party a nd i n a{f i t i on to t heir bi~ i n t he re~ular Democratic 
pr i:'nary, t hey will a.lso run in a mock ele ction uncer t qe 
~ i ss issipp i Fr eedom De~ocra t i c Par ~y i n November . Th i s will 
hel p to e st ab l i s h t he fact t ha t t~~ ~ s2 nd s of Ne~roes a re deurived 
of c itizensh i p participation b e c8 u s e o.i:' t he r a e is:i: cha r acter 
of Mississipp i 1 s v ct er regist r a tion procedures. 

The four candida t e s are : Krs~ Vict oria Gr ay---opposing Sen . 
J ohn Stenn i s ; i4rs , Fannie Lou Hamet--oppos ing Rep s J am ie L. 
Whit ten; t he Rev. J ohn Ca we r on--- ODO !J s i ng Rep . \Ti l l i am M. 
Col mer; and Mr~ Ja mes Houston--- on?os ing Rep. J ohn Bell William s . 

The Platfo r ms of the cA nd i C'ates of the Freedom De:nocr at 'i c 
Party art i cula te the needs Df all the p eonle of Mi ss i ss i ppi, 
s uch as a n t i - poverty programs , mee i care, ai~ t o educa tion , rural 
deve lopment, urba n renewal, a nd the guar antee of constitutional 
r ight s to a l l. 



.. Thi13 is in sharp contrast to the lack of real issues in the 
ca mpe.igns of the. candidates \'lho \-!On ln ·t .he primary. Se·nt;ltor 
Steprils did not even bother to ca~ryaign in the s t ate. 

3. THE CHALLKJGE : Tc T:-iE DEr,"OCRATIC !-!ATIONAL CO!'IVENTION 
r 

Del egates' fro~rn the Hissi_ssip,; i Freedom De mocratic Party will 
chal l errge the seat ing of the "old-line 11 Missis sippi c.elegetion 
at t he ·Democratic Na tional Convent ion t hi s AUS?: USt in Atlantic 
City, N.J : These delegates will have been chosen · through precinct 
mee tin;s , county conventicins, caucuses in cong ressional district~, 
a\1d at n st13.~e-wide convention of 't h e FreeC'.om Democratic Party. 
Tho Sta t e Exe~cutive Committee l•J ill be ratifl.eo. a nd. the national 
Com~ itt eeman a nd Committeewoman will be chos en at t h i s s tP t e-
'•T l ci. e conv e nt i on. 

All steps necessa ry to preparing anc, forma lly prese~t ing 

t b e challenge of the Freedom D~mocrat·ic ]'arty · are being taken. 
BUT ~vE; .Nll;ED YOUR COOPERATION AJ'!D 'nELP! 

*~H~*We , nee-o-d convent i on del'egates to champ·ion the cause of represen
. ta.tive g overnment i n Mississippi • . 

***'*~<J e ne e·a , 9 eople who will speak out in thetir credent fa'ls 
committee and on t he convent i on floor .• 

I -

****We need hundred s of Democrats---individuals and erganizatiot'ls---
to i-nstruct thell' d.elegate.s_, petition their representatives, 
party lea ders and t he Pre sident to face up to the fact that 
only a r eneg ade democra tic party exists in ~ississippi which 
enj oys t he benefits of nationa l affiliation but spurns all · 
·r e s ponsibilities and can only c ontinue to b ring d isgrace to 
the National Democra tic Party. 
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