
FREEDOM CANDIDATES MISSISSTPPI 

For t .he· first t .ime in this century.., fou:r Negroes_ ar.e. 
c.and.idates for natioraJ office .from Miss.issippi. One is a 
candJ..da te for. the Senate a.nd three. for ·the House of Repre­
sentatives. 

The four campaJ.gns are being .coordinated under the 
auspices of tbe Council of Feoerated Organizations ( COFO), 
an.umbrella q-ivil rights organization in MissisBipp:L com­
prising the Student Non-- Violent Coordinati.ng OoTililiittee 

- +.SNCC) _. - COREJ the Southernc-christian Leadersl:ri~p - Gonf'erence­
(SCLC), and the NAACP. 

All four candidates are entered in the regular Dem­
ocratic primary in Mississippi to be held J,me 2. They are 
running on wh2t is be called the FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 
If they are defeated in the Democratic party, they will 
be able to continue their campaigns as Independents in the 
Genera 1 Election in Novembe.r. · · 

The cand.idacy of the Freedom candidates is a ·cJirect 
challenge to the lily-white one-party political structure 
of the state. Only 28,000 or 6.6% of Mississippi 1 S 422,000 
Negroes of voting age have been registered to vote. 525,000 
whites are registered voters. 

Jnl the Fre,edom Candidates will make Negro voting 
rights one of the basic issues of their campaigns. The 
campaigns themselves will serve as the focus for Voter Reg -
is t ration activities by COFO during the coming months. ~ 

For those not allowed to Tegister o~ the official books, 
there 1,vill be a separate program: FREEDOM REGISTRATION. Tlle 
Freedom Democratic Party has set up its own unofficial voter 
registration books for the purpose of registering as many 
as possible of ~ississippi 1 s 400,000 disenfranchised Negroes. 
These books, known as Freedom Registration Books, wJ.ll be 
managed by Freedom Registrar~ appointed by COFO in every 
county. The Freedom Registr~rs will have the power to ap­
poi'~1t deputy registrars to aid them in covering tbe county 
to provide every Negro with the opportunity to register to 
vote. 

Freedom Registration has severa 1 purposes. Fi.rst; it 
will serve as a mechanJ.sm through whJ.ch Negroes can organ ­
ize across the state. Secondly, it will be the focus of 
attempts to get Negroes registered on the official county 
books. 

Thirdly, Freedom Registration will form the basis fo r 
PREE.DOM ELECTIONS to be held at the same time as the official 
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elections in June and November. In the Freedom Elec-ti-ons, 
the only qua .lifications will be that voters are 21 or .over:J 
residents of ·the state, and registered on the.' Freedom Reg .. 
istration Books before the election~ Whites as well as 
Negroes will :be allowed to vote. Democratic and Repub.lican 
candidates will be listed together with Freedom DemocratiQ 
candida, tes . 

Through Freedom Regis tra t:ion and the Freedom Elections, 
it will be made clear that thou:sands of Negroes who are de­
nied the right to vote in the officia 1 elections .would do so 

_i_f they could. On this basis, 'bbe seating of, sJJ<:w.e::::sf-uJ._ Rs:;.:-: 
publican and Democratic candida tes will be challenged in 
Congress and in the Federal Courts on the grounds that a 
significant portion of the voting-age population bas been 
denied the right to vote because of color or race. 

Thus, the Freedom Candidates will serve not only to 
bring: the issues to the people of Mississippi, dramatize voter 
discriJD.ination, and the atmosphere of harra ssment . and resis­
tance by the official state apparatus, but will serve' as a ba-
sis for challenging the rights of the incumbents to assume 
their seats in Congre-ss. 

As a further part of its political program, the Freedom 
Democratic Party. will send a FREEDOM-DE-MOCRATIC DELEGATION 
to the Nationa 1 Democratic ConvEmtion at Atlantic City -in 
.August. 

The Freedom Candidates will serve as the titular heads 
of the Fre edom Democratic Deleg~ tion. Dther delegates will 
be chosen through a series of meetings on the precinct_, county, 
district, and state levels just;, as in the regular J:l1ississippi 
Democratic Party. Unlike the regular party machinery, however, 
which is a~l-white_, exclusive , and often dominated by White 
Citizens Council members, Freedom Delegates will be chosen in 
open meetings irt which all registered voters (whether official 
or Freedom registered), Negores and w~ites alike, will be al­
l owed to participate. 

At the National ConventionJ the Freedom Democratic Del:.. 
egation will attempt to have th e: Regular Democratic Delegation 
unsea t ed and the Freedom Delegation seated in its place. It · 
will do this on the grounds that the .~egular Democratic Del­
egation was chosen by undemocratic means and that the Dem­
ocratic Party of Mississippi has been disloyal to the National 
Democratic Party. 

The Regular Mississippi Democratic Party split with 
the National Democratic Party in 1960. It did not support 
the National Democratic Ticl\:et selected by the Nat ional Con­
vention: John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. It also 

.... refused to support the platform adopte-:1 by t he Nat ional 
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FREEDQi:!I :CANDI])A:TES:: · . ... Below: :are. ; P:ri~.f' . hlqg~a.phiy.a :1.-•.sk~tyfl-~s 
f~,nd ... • ca:!AP?igp3.hg _ p~ograms ;_f·o:t> "<'th~i':;l'ouf'.F.ree.adtn, ·can-Bida/tes ·~ ·. · 

tt;n~~~fit~i~~~~~]t;;,~ ·~~t~~~:~~·~g~~~~;id~i~~~; 
Hous~ ,A·ppropr;J,;at;Lons ,<Sub.:.·(!J.?mnEi.ttee ____ on: Agri•cul±ure .~ ·i r. , 

.• . ·- :~ .. ~rs -c J-I~-m~ r~·~-47,_.-· co~~-f? . tk-~~~~~~-lk~,ibw.~~ -:caunt;.~ ~'~'b~l{~fr?~ .. 
qf Jam~s Eastland, where •]\Jegi>oes are- 69.% of th!=l ,populat:iioh; 
Sh.-e ~s the · wife of Perry Harr1er., a ·cotton .. gin work~r i:n Rule ­
v.ille . · Until 1962, 'the 'Harhers had li'ved for 16 years· on ·a 
pU:aMtatiQn , fomlt<- mltlgrs }·ft>ohl: Ru!Le~~rrTe .:)s:~rrrr·· !Augtf-s tr~'3a.t~of~: 't'llSJa t 
W'$ilr :," :• tb~Br.i day.:: Mrs·~~-··~·· Hame;t>: ·' J?'egiste·reai' t({)vot·e·:; J~th~y:: we:r•e :c.ttlld 
thetf wbulffi ~, ba ire"' t:o· J .. ea:w:e :::.- t be ;~ p'J.aritatior{:>'i~!Zd:il:~-teaJy-~ . ;; :~ ::.'.· ~ -

. t~,~! ·\.', :~~t~~ :: ~a~~~;· .. ~~~¥2z;~~rk~~~~J4~~~-~· ' th .~ . ·fi:ctia~~~~~ -1Js?h.Sif.i9.t~ht 
Q.29P~h1)9; .t:;~,qg ." :Qpww,:tJit~~ . :;Ln,, D,~·peii?:'b~r . . -~9,6F,r .•. a;na . P'f:P ·;- ~~~:p RJ1t;:l . of 
Pn~ : m.o~tr.~~ti_v~ :: wor~er~ · in,., .$}7~~,, ~ta~e I?r11: 1To,i{ef .. Rt§g~$ t,r,~ t~p{). 
~p : JW:~ 9 _,_::,J9~~;: . wrr:q.~ : Tf;;~urp;!.Dg~_: fr,9pt's .~SJ:Ifp·q ~ ·:Wf?FJ¥:sf.J,_C?;:P,~, : E3,pf: r·; 
ig~I~?. ; : f:lr~~ ~~~d -· :t.n V{:Lnqi)~t;' '"M~e>~\ ,; ~.9n9 ;. : 'l;lru:ta+~Y p~~ffj~n~~ ~v;.p{:i - a ~ -·' 
blackjack ·while in '·· jail'~ · )Vlri:h. ~ ' Marner - Sp~ned tler ·' t-amp$tign .J..n 
Ruleville on March 21. Sbe hopes to us e her .campaign toJ §r­
~?-~u~a ~e ~ tlje· ;.:gr~~'V?1nc'-~~ .'' O.f:k,tl;i~i~~~~~l,i j ~~-f.J.~gr9~~:; ~=t)g~:ttou.1arly 
~~ ~:~h~ ~ c?,~~~P ~.ttcl:L' :P$~·~a ·J :· tp~ J. 2nd : . c¢p~~e~~~9}1C!._l~ _ D~s~r:i,p,P~; ·:wher~ 
~~~;oes ?re ·:,~?; ·· .• C(l~9.r\ 1!1~ ~o.r:L.tt : J!.~%~' .. o:r, .. ~ ~re:. po:P~pt~,Q,~:- · ., ~~ - . 
}.i~!J;~r S9~¢,t~ nt~Y , i;i e, :tl~_; .. 'Q,er: .. -~,'8-aiences ·· tha t · she 'u l only sayJ.ng 
-uwhat you· have been thinking' a 11 , a lo:pg." 

But Mrs. Hamer plans to dire.ct -her campaign to white s 
i3,<i:i ;: ~~~J fiHa l.Negr,q!3~ _, .;r:t .. 1§ .h~l,' ~9~S .;is~ .. t.l'},9:\:i . Etl\, l~S~}.~p{L·P.p-1-ans, 
· .,.; · t·~ · d N.,_ .... _ ..... -·l·k ··-··· · · - ~· t1 · : -- r · th'' .IT.:: · ,_.,.t·e· .. "'e :..:· art YfJ.(J;. ~~-· 9Jt . , ~gr:>o ~ . .J;_ e.", ~ rr .. XJ..c,, ".mfil . .P .. :· ,e ,,a , : ~A.•J.;. ·:!! . f.?E· J? y 
pt>wer structure ·of < the· ·st·ate. -- rn·' htjr ·:catnpai'gn~ ·she explEnns 
how Ja p;~;i, E:f . Wf:lA:~;t~q, =~~~oi¥:· p~-13 PPi3 ifi~Rfl: Rn }it]e~; ij,ou.r?r:_; A Q.JJP.-P;:~F~'3-~- · 

~4h~~¢?t;~¥~z~;a,~tt~~~~.~~~ ~~~:t.~~.~~{~,~~E-£~:~§§.~~~t~;~: ~ !;t:~ar~~~!.f~ere 
w i te . .. · · · · · ··· . . . 

.. _ Mrs.:. Hamer : {::!3· Dre'sent ly"i'll·~ 'inJ. :RU:Jevi'ife·; ~t he · riea f~ s ·t. doc­
. t ;b;r'; t-·'~ ~~:L,o-· in,il~l? : 1:l_yvay~ · ; · ~H~r. :coridit~op'_ 'f.$ p:t-ov.Bk~lJ -_ Eiric( m~.:a ·e ·_more 
· ~~ripus - ;t?.Y.(. $ft'e.r:'. :.rr.~pts ,: or.-·:tbe _· 1 SiJ'6~ ~-- p~~t~n~, , :f r~~ -. ~pi9H '- -~he has 

neve:t: ' fuJ:ly:. rec;ov~.r~a . . ;_ · ~-- · -~... . ;:_ · ··· ;~ · , · ··"·- ,· -~ . ~ _) ,_ __ ;·<~ ·' ~ ·~·:':, .. 
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JAMES MONROE .HOUSTON c-andidate· from ·'tbe 3rd Congres:- _ .•. 
-csiona 1 Distr.ic t . a:gi:u.:.nst · Rober.t BeD. Williams, S·~cond .in · cominand 
o'n the Inte·rstate . and Foreign .Qommerce ' cornmittei;;.. . .. ··I 

~- , .I 

Mr. Bou.stonJ 74 years old, . i .s a retired : :m:c;ch'in:lst f'rom · 
Vicksburg, member of the NAAC;P for -over 20 years ·. Be .was ar~ 
.rested in 1934 for participc:rtion in a rural d:ts·trict meeting 
_c~J.~ed _.;to diBC1:lSS t 'h_e new :R?osevelt programs. .He. _ W;as ?. rr~s;te~. 
aga:m lD Jackson in 1963 wh~_le attempting to _mar.cb .f.r .om a Meth­
odis't. c~,urch to City Hall. In his qpe_hi.ng campaign speech li.h 
Vi.C~sburg on AJ?ril 5, Mr .• Houston told a crowd of 20'Q.;.']QO p~o­
p:le that he would use his campaign to show what ennditions _f ·or 
':N§groes i11 l'hssissiQpi are rea 11y like. I!e claimed active- s·up­
:port . in a 11 .. fourteen of the 3rd :District rs·· courftTes ·-and ··sa:id '·--- - · 
that he would represent a11 the people in the Dis-trict if elec­
ted. For this reason, he ·said, his election would restore honor 

.and dig~ity to the state of Mississippi. 

. REV. JOHN E. CAMERON --- candidate -for the seat of Wil.liam 
Meye_r::; Colmer; second in command of the House Rules Cominitte_e} 
from the 5th Congr.essional Distri.ct. · 

Rev. cameron, 31, opened his campaign in Hattie·s'burg on 
March 26_, addressing an audience of appr.oxirna tely ~00 from the . 
back of an open truck. His campaign will stres jobs_, education, 
and citizenship rights for Negroes. In Biloxi, on Apri1 ' lt, 
Rev. Cameron aalled on both state and federal governments to 
provide training for unskilled laborers so that they may qual­
ify for fulltime and rewarding employment. He stressed . the 
importatlCe of a candidate running in the 5th Congressional Dis~ 
trici:l who would :represent the entire population of the district, 
rather than only one racial group. 

Rev. Cameron is a former President of the National Baptist 
Student Union (1954-55), and holds a B.S. -degree from Rust Col­
lege and a Bachelor of Theology.from American Baptist ThpologicaJ 
Seminary. He is a member' of the NAACP and a Friend of SNGC. 

On April 4) Rev , Cameron was refused .entrance to a public' 
forum in Hattiesburg unless he agreed to sit in a section reserve 
:f'or Negroes. A white minister with Rev. Cameron was threatened 1 

with arrest for attempting to discuss the matter with the Chair­
man of the forum. At presen~, Rev . Cameron is in jail, one of 
66 people arrested . in Hatti·esburg April 9-10 under Mississipp i 1 s ~ 
new. anti-pic'keting law. · · 

• MRS. VICTORIA JACKSON GRAY ·--- candidate for Senate agaii1st 
John Stennis. Mrs . Gray, 37, of Ha t.t-iesburg_, is the mother of 
three children. She was one of the-first Negroes tp register in 
Forrest County, where Registrar Theron c. Lynn is ~der Federal 
indictment for refusing to register Negroes on an equa 1 basis wit 
whites, 

In an opening campaign statement given to the press April c­
Mrs. Gray stressed that "Unemployment, Automation; Inadequate 
Housing, Health CareJ Education, and Rural Development are the 
.real issues in Mississippi_, not tstates Rights' or 1Federal En-

.. '. croachment 1 ." Mrs. Gray 1s own emphasis during the eampaign will 
· be on the problems of educat;ion faced by Negroes in the state. ' 


