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Special Report; NEDICAL CONMITTEE FOR. HUMJ.N RIGHTS 
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For further information: 
Communications Section 
COFO 
1017 Lynch Stree t 
Jacks on , Hississippi 

' (601)t3.52-960.5 

The ~1edical Commi t ·bee for Human Ri~hts was es t ablished in r esponse t o a re­
ques t f r om COFO in NeH York City on June 27, 196h. , At that time it consisted 
of a small gr oup of pr ominent doct ors from Ne-v.r Yorl~. Since earl y July, that 
office has served as an a dministrative center t o channel doctors from all over 
the country <1Jho vr.L E?h t o come t o Hi ssissippi. lis of the first of September , a 
total of 98 medical personnel have come to the state for short periods on a 
r ot ating t eam basis - .57 doctors , 18 registered nurses , 5 social 'tvorkers, and 
18 ad ditional per sonnel (Jackson office staff , drivers, etc.). 

Because the medical staff is not licensed to prac±ice in the state, its work 
consis t s pri marily of advice or moral support. In the l atter categor y , one of 
the most i mportant goals has been to achieve a Hmedical presence in behalf of 
the civil rights movement " in Ydssi ssi ppi. Thr ough their mere 11 pre.sence , 11 the ­
doctors i nfluence local white doctors , r eminding them of their responsi bilities 
as fellow pr actitioners of the Hippocratic Oath. In addition , Y.dssissippi t s .57 
Negr o physicians - the total number j_n the state, accor ding t o the MCHR ... have 
been contacted by the 11CHR. and have offered assistance in the care of COFO 
workers. ) ! 

' " The HCHR is al so interes ted in tfhe es t ablishment of an efficient public 
health pr ogr am in Hississippi, ~o icylude ! e improvement of: (1) immunization 
services, includi ng diphtheria,~anti-toxin and t yphoi d; (2) child car e , both 
prenatal and post-natal; (3) personal heal h, includi ng sanitation, plumbing, 
sexual education - particularly concerning venereal di sease - and family planning 
and contraception (this is particularl y difficult because of the deep religious 
feelings of some people); (4) surveys - t\;JO currently in pteparation concern the 
lack of nutrition of Mississippians and of the COFO ~;Jorkers t hemsel ves ; (5) more 

, importantly , the health of the COFO vJorkers in general. The HCHR feels that 
~ the COFO staff and volunteers are its "main concern," as Dr. R.obert Axelrod of 
~oit has stated, and that 11 the only resource COFO has is its peopl e ." 

Doctors function in various other ways in local projects . For example, on 
September lst, the Canton COFO office r eported that the presence of an MCHR 
doctor , as a sympathetic professional person, gave some r eassurance to seven 
Negro students vJho attempted to enroll in a previously white school , when he 
accompani ed them to the school. Another di d the same thing in Clarksdale. 

The HCHR has established itself in seven communi ties in Missj_ssi ppi: Canton, 
Clarksdale, Greenwood, Hattiesburg, Meridian, Jackson, and McComb . Its person­
nel vJOrk on a rotating team basis for about a 't1Teek at a time, at which time a 
new medical staff arrives from the North and the previous group leaves. The 
physicians in the state represent many f ields of specialization; in the week of 
.Augus t 31 , there 't,JBre two psychiatrists , bv-o pediatricians , an intern , a derma ... 
t ol ogist, an orthopedic surgeon , a cardiol ogist, and three registered. ' nurses. 
About this same number is present in the state each weel<:. They also make trips 
into the rural districts in the vicinity of the seven main areas, such as the 
smaller to>m$ of Batesville , Philadelphia, L~urel, R.~leville, etc. 
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MEDICAL COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, continued / I 

Each individual doctor ar~~~$S tdth the MCHR in New Yf rk as to when he 
should arriv€1 ::i,.n Mis~i$sippi, and each takes leave from hi) practice _(it is 
not a vacation - as Dr • . Axelrod said, 11Who wants to take h:Ls vacation in 
Mississippi?'!) and pays his own way. - Th~ full and part-time employees of the 
New York office are also financed by contributions from individial doctors. 

So rar the ~CH!{ has been gene!'ally very well r L.eeived in COFO projects 
in Mississippi, according to the Jackson COFO office. The most serious 
problems are the lack of drugs, i.e., vitamins, salt tablets, aspirin, etc., 
and the difficulty of arranging adequate · care for indigent lnssissippi citizens. 

In the future, the Medical Committee for Human Rights hopes to build 
"a good community health pro~am" involving such areas as sanitation, immuni­
zation, sex education, etc. 1 There is also a need for a program whereby medical 
emergencies can be taken cpre of among those who cannot afford such facilities 
as ambulances. The MCHR is developing facilities for a Rest and Recreation 
program to accomodate physically overworked and :mentally strained COFO workers 
whohave been in the .field for extensive periods of time without adequate 
food, hygiene, or rest. The MCHR is also considering the establishment of a 
~mprehensi ve health insurance plan for _c...COE_Q_gor~.~!:_s, and the National Meclic'al 
Association is attempting-tol:tnd~away for the doctors of the MOHR to .,.....,..,..; (/ 
obtain reciprocal privileges ~n order to practice medicine ip M isssissi~ 

The M CHRis committed to continue its work in Mississippi as long as 
COFO e.xistsin the state- as Dr. Axelrod has stated, "As long as there is 
COFO, there ~dll be doctors." A thorough physical examination rendered to . 
about 245 staff and volunteers and a Tougaloo College conference for those 
who will remain in the state this winter will serve as a guide to future me d­
ical aid for COFO workers and is further evidence of the committee's qetermin­
ation. Many doctors throughout the nation have been informed of its work, 
so that the nature of the HCHR's role in the civil rights movement in Missi­
ssippi is spreading, and "several hundred" more doctors have applied to the 
New York office to come to Mississippi. 

ACTING OFFICERS: Jerome Tobis, MD 
A ron \ill ells, MD 
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