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THE FREE SDUTHERN THEATER 

WE ROPOSE TO EXTABLISH LIVE THEATER IN THE DEEP SOUTH. Beginning 

in Jacks CDn, Ivliss·;i.ssippi, where the first Free Southern Theater is being 

I .. 
formed, e will work toward the eBtabliohment of permanent st ock and 

repertor~ companies, with mobile touring units, in major population 

centers throughout the South, staging plays that reflect the struggles 

of the .Ame .rican Negro, , • before Negro and, in time, integrated audiences, 

TRE PLAYS: By Langston Hughes, James Baldwin, John o. Killens, 

Ossie Davis and other playwrights, Negro and white, who have confronted 

the mora and political dilemmas of .race and rights in our time. 

THE STAGE: Specially equipped central theaters p lus communities 

centers, schools, churches and fields in rural a reas. 

THE COMPANIES: Participants from the local Neg,ro communities and, 

with the cooperation of the appropriate unions, professional actors, 

direct o.rs and technicians. 

We believe that the personal inv olvement , the freedom and the 

excitement that grow from live theater make this medium the most effec-tive 

means of filling the void created by: 

--the degrading effect of inferi or education in segregated Southern 

schools, 

..... the omissions and distortions of local press, .radio and television, 

which effectively keep the Negro in i gnoranc-e of' the prob lems which 

most direct-l y concern him, 

--the deliberate exclusion of the Negro community from a ll but the 

most meager cultura l resources 

that c omb ine to ensure the intellectua l and cultural is ol at i on of· the 

Negro in the South, 



2 

A Free Southe-rn Theater co.n demonstr ate that the p,re sent r eality · 

c an be altere d an,d t1· ansf orme d 3 and that t he Negr o must play the l e ad i ng 

r ole i n that transformation . Our fundamenta l .ob jectiv e is t o stimulate 

c r it i cal , crea-t i ve and l:" ef' led:i"tte t hou ght necess9.ry f or effe ctive parti. 

cipat i on i a democ r atic society o 

Spec:ific a l y , we hope to : 

--promo e the growth o.nd self- kn ow l edge of a new Neg r o aud i ence , 

-- liberp.te the creat i ve t alent that has been denied the opportunity 

in wh i ch the Ne gr o plo.yw.rig,ht can dea l honestly 

wit h is ~Jn exper ie nc e , exp ress h imself in what may provB t G be 

a ne~ idi om, a new genre, a theatrical f orm and sty l e unique t o 

the Negro people a s are b lues , jazz nnd gospe l i n t he .rea lm of 

mvsi , 

--emphas ize the universality of the prob lems of the Negro people , 

- -strengthen comm unicat i on among Soythe r n Neg r oes , 

--add l nec~ssary cultural and educational d imension to the present 

Southern freedom movement , 

--assert that self- knowledge a nd creat i v i ty a r e the foundo.t i ons of 

hum I dignity . 

THE PILCYI' PROJECT i n Jackson, Miss issipp i wi ll offi cially c ommenoe 

on June 13 t h . Offe ring a ten week season ~ the company will present f i ve 

shows in Jackson and near - by communit i es o 

Each play will huve a dif fer( nt director . Richard Scheckner , editor 

of the Tul ane Dro.mo. Review, Ted Shine, professor of thenter at Howard 

,, 
University , and Frank Gr ee nwood , director and write r from the West Coast , 

RrP. comm i tted to the prog:ram for this yeo.r o 
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In Jrogress is a theater workshop which has beg\l.n. with a select 

group of students from Tougaloo and Jackson State Colleg;eo; planned 

is an ap )rent ice ship program, which will entail sending a number of' 

promisinF participants to New York for more intensive study. 

In ~ackson, the Free Southern Theater is assisted by Tougaloo 

CQllege, an aDc.redited interracial institution that is free of the 

deadening control of the State Legislature and willing to provide 

s
1

upport in many vital arens. Consequentl;)r, the pilot project will be 

known as The Free Southern Theater of Tougnloo College. The staff 

includes. Gilbarrt li.Ioses, d.r:::.mo. director, William Hutchinson, 

technics.~ director., John OtNeal and Doris Derby; public relations. 

Gilf ert Moses, John OtNeal and Doris Derby are on the staff of the 

Student Nonviolent Coordinnting Committee. Willinm Hutchinson is 

D.r a mo. Direct or at T oug_fl,:t'QJb cto..l1'0 g_e.-~ 

The Free SouthBrn Theater will be administered nntionally by the 

Nationo.l Boo..rd of Sponsors, loco.lly by the Local B oo.rd of Patrons • 

The No.tional Boo.rd will provide artis'tic and fiscal guidance, encourage 

the par:icipo.tion of professionals and assist in fund-raising needs 

of its particular theater, enlisting the support~ participation o.nd 

e,nthusio.srn of the comm\.:\nity. 

In ohe hand I hold tragedy and in the other comedy, 

masks for the soul. 

Wee p wit 'l me y o u w o ul d wee p, 

Laugh wi-l:h me you would laugh. 

Teecrs a.rEJ my laughter, lnughter is my po.in. 

' Cry at my g:;rinning mouth if' you will laugh 

at my sorrow's .reign. 



------~·-----------··---,---- ...,_ 
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I am the b l ack jester: 

the booted, booted fool of silly men. 

Once I was wise, 

Shall I be wise again? 

---... Langston Hughes 

The F · ee Southern Theater will play a vital .role in the Negrot s 

struggle f r r self-realization. It must succeed. 

Monies raised should be made payable to: 

The-ater Project 

Tougaloo College 

Contributions are tax-deductible. 

Lend us your support. 

Ohecks, scripts, and offers of participation should be mailed 

to: 

FREE SOLYrHERl\f THE.l1TER 

c/o PHILIP ROSE PRODUCTIONS 

157 1VEST 57th STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019 


