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Al'RIOA 1 l'PS HISTORY AND PEOPLE 

W'hat do you thizf' t of wb en you beer the word l h'i oe t Do you th'-nk of na­
t i vee who li va ill jungloe end r un around pounting a11d groaningt Do you think 
o:f savagea wl\o bhe tun ldlling a1ld eating peoplot . Do you th1Jllc of Afr ioena 
as naked w1lcl 111en wbo ei t ut1 dor treee, til iJJ& their teeth tlnd wait.ing tar 
t'ruit to clr op on tbeit beade 0 while the white 11611 CO!IIOII in to help civilize 
thf)m t It 'you do, you have fallen for an old old 111Yth - e myth invented by 
whi ta men to juatity uaing ala vas for their own uee. U.t us eea the real 
s t ory of wba t Afri aa w a a Uke a long timl> a so . ·- ·- ~ -

Soma pe ople feel that oi vilbation -.;ay bave actually started in .Af'rioe. 
Back in the beginnin g of' civillietion, bl eclalaee wu not eonaid:er.dlLbt>d., and 

'. black people war a lalown and honored throughout the ancient world. Negroes 
wero described ee the most power ful, tho most juat, end tbe "moat beautiful 
bt the human re.oa and wbi te onen 11are ecomet.imes ridiculed for the •unnatur al 
whiteness of their skin .• 

Atr ice bBs bee n ruled by many gre«t lci.ngs. Tabar leu, the greatest Of 
t he Ethiopian PharoabB, took the thron e in 690 B .o. He bas been described 
as a capable and ene rgatio king and under hie rule .Ethiopia was tho greatest 
n pire of the ti:mo • 'l'onkamenin, vh o ruled Gba1111 in the middle of the 11th 
century had en ar~ of 200, 000 men and lived in a oeat l e docoreted with 
eculpturo and painted win doWB • 

.l"erhape tha greates t king of all was Aakie Mohammed who came into power in 
149~, a year a tter the d iacovery at America. Ke held the throne for 19 
years and built the larga at 11nd mpst powerfUl of the SUdan etstea. A 
bril l iant admin1 strator end legislator, Askia reorganized the e~, improved 
t he bsnlc 1 ng system en d made great cities out of Gao, Walata , Timbulctoo, and 
Jellna . One writer eaid, 1 in per aonal ohsreoter, in ebility , in devot.ion to 
th& welfare of his subjects , in openmindedneaa toward foreign influence, 
Xing Aekie wae certainly tbe equal o£ the averege European Icing , and superior 
to moat of them - • 

Under Aeld.a , Timbulctoo waa a great city of over 100,000 people , fi lled to 
the top with gold and beautiful women . Groat buildings 110ere out out of atone 
ond lime. The re war e b undred.s of shops wher e people oould buy anYthing 
t heir hear t.a deai red and their poolcetboolat could a:f'tord, end Timbuctoo wee 
th e conte rot trade in tbet pert of the world · Youth from all over the 
Moslelb world oeme to 'l'imbulctoo to study lall and surgery et tbe Univerdty of 
Sankore, an d looarned f'r om the writero and bistoriena of the black empire • 
There were many judge a, d octore, lawyers, end clerica. More money wee 
made £rom the book t r ede then any other businesa. 

As we can see, Atrioo i a not whet we thought at ell· The family end tpe 
villa ge were very important 1n Atrioe.n l1fe. The old and sick were always t aken 
core of' , the t"ields were plowed by I!IO!IIbera of' the oorn"ll.lbity, and f ood wes 
sbsred. Atrioen o had their own eyet em of le" and spoke mo.ny di1'1'erent tongues· 

Atrioa ia responsible for the game of chess, and the llegro people are 
~ivan credit for the discovery of the prooeas of reducing i r on or ea by 
~melting the iron out. While EUropeans were still eatisried with crude stone 

tools, the Africans llero using iron. Afr i oana have wri t ten beal tiful poetry, 



have oreated some of tha most beautiful sculpture the world has known, ancL 
heve contributed the greo.t rhythmic dances and music of Jlfrioo. Jlfrioena were 
the first to have a money syatem,a~ long before the Europeans ~ew about it, 
Africans had discovered that mosquitos caus ed 1Dillsr1a · 

No one is saying that ell of Africa was always like that , though. There 
wee slavery, human sacrifice, sin, and many were. But in what nation has this 
not token plaoe? The lesson tc be learned is thct Africa is not e place of 
se.'vagery and ignoran ce es t he white slave ~ner has made us blllieve, bbt 
1e a place wbbr.e the Negro people can loolt,.,to, Iii th pl:'i_de • Today Africa baa 
thrown off the obai ns of the whi te awn and' is a gtowi.ng oontj,nOl'jt, ,led b;r 
N<!UO leader" • llet ua remember , that nowhere in the country of Nigeria toda:y, 
unlike certain places we may know, is there a dirt road to be found· 

Words to dis ouse 1 
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1) myth!) snoiont ') pharoabs 4) ricLiculed 5) Dl;"th 6) civiliz8d 7) clerics 

8) oluiin8. 
Queatione to diseuse• 
1. lillY a owe soffietilnes think Africa is uncivilized? 
2- What d i d people think of the black man many yea~a ego? 
'. Why wee Aekia Moha IIIDad considered sue}) s greet king? 
4 • lfuy wee Timbuktoo such a great city? 
5• What have Afrioene contributed to the worldt 
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