
Su1:rPAY /! -. JUNE 21 . .. . . .., .
'.'10:00,PrvI!'* H. F.H,elgesel?, Jackso~ FBI agerit , was contacted by law st,ud ..,

.; 'entSherwin Kaplan. Helgesen was informed that t'be, party wan,
missing and rwa s given the three names. An,inV~Hitig~:tiOl"lv~aS'

. asked for; Helgesen said some tnrng like, "Kee'p m~ informed '
o~ what. happens ~II , ' ", ',' "

A Mr. SchweLb, a just:i.oe,jDepartmentlawyer)\w~s calleq from,
the ,Meridian' COFO'office .. Schwetb 1;JaS in Meridian at the
time, ; He was informed of the d i aappear ance "of tbe,party.

,- • . I ~'.

Jackson qOFO calle'd Sc hwe Lb at appr-ox Lma be Ly 11~00'l but he
, gave no indication of having taken any action ~ ,

J '.,

, \'
. ,:10,:'30\ PM,:

',12 -,00 P'··M•.•·. ,. ,
it ;'. "I." '- s

i,":_)

\. . -. ,'. ',' "

. :' , " THE PHILADELPHIA MISSISSIPPI CASE " ',; . .
CHRONOLoG'?' oP rn5MAC~-mR AtlENTS 'bF'THE""]iEDBBAL qOV'l'.,·
'P ' •• '""!'" *I" <; , _'. .

,'~- :

'Robert· Weilfrom: Jaq,ksOnCOFO calledschwe:lb and;gav~h1.nl
the license number of, the' mtsamg car and rur'ther ;f.nfor'" "
ma'iJj~on on the addresses of 'bhemissing people. HeilreqUf-st,.
ed an. Lnve s tiga t~?n .,~~~w~lp",~~? t.e,ct)~bEl.t.,<,t,be:,.F-.B~~'r11~:s",\pp.!~;,'·'·:'r'
,a~pol~<>e 'fo':rCe~'atld that 0e was not yet sure whetber any'. ,
federa 1 offense had occurred; so' he could' not. act .. Be was
informed of the ..pr-ov ts ron in the US code providing 1'0):> FBI
arrests; he stiil insisted that he did not. have author,ity.,

W8i'lalso'calle,d Helrgesen,atthi's time. HelgeSe11'took Ln
the informs ti9:ri "curtly and did DOt a ll)ow,achahce f<Dr

. further .ccnversa tion/'Mell ':El'lso"calle,d ,the1 MissiSSippi
: H:J-'gb~'lay 'Patrol; wi~'t5irnilar' resu1ts,' '. '" .,.. ', '

. ' mONDAY; , .:fUNE ~ ~
" ',.1.: GOrJIM: . Ron Carver bf the, At ],anta ..SNCC offid~ pa LLed Jonf.\DoaT of,

. < (EDT)" '2 1)1"8<. 'the Justice Department i11 wasbington) D'.,C.) and in+~orni,::
, " a'li,eaa' of'. ed' him of the case, He said he was concerned ~ and a.ake d' ,

,Mississ-" +o be' keptlnforme2L ' 'He said he would look into the/' c:as~.
,ippil) He suggested that the' Mis'sissippi stC:lte 'Highway Patrol

. 'be, tl lerted .'

( ,

~.,', ;

·3.::,41:'QO AM; john Doar was
(.cS,T,), ' ,t'h~t'he 7 ' '"ld

j , \iOU,
. ,. cou,ld do"

J .

'"~'\'. 6 ~,OO ;~M{,_' '~'~~eb~~~g*~~;~~~~~~~~J~~"'~6,a-Ib{~1?I~,~gj::"~~~~:'!~g:i~~\~~,,~~n;y~s~ed_~.~.~,~~;
" 1 " ; ,

Irlrorrn~;tiorj cO'tjcern:Lng the arredt on traffic chapgepof
the,three which nad been gathered fromtbe rbilaaeJ,pJ'Ji8;
jailer's wife )Alas phoned' in:tp' the Jacksbn~F~+ bff;tce'.,,· "
The agent said he would give the informati911 to, FBI a.gent
Helgesen; whom we had 'contacted 'thy night be'forl;? -( , ",,'

t" . , . . '. ~

j « ,

AM:

," : ...
: • " I,", \.'_

New :Lnforma'tiQD from ,the ,ja j;ler IswdI'e ,~-Mrs.,' Herring/ tQ' ,
the ef't'ec t that the three had been released at 6: O,9iFMj pluS
the results of' phone calls to va r Lous nei,gh1:)or;ingJ.9ils'wer.e
cal1~d i,n' td Agent Helgesen. , .:Helgesen sa ld'be cou;t.cf,clO ..'
not~lJ.ng ynt:Ll call~d by the NelATOrleans FBI 'C?ffice . .I:" ,,' ';

9,!,90;,.AM: ,.' ,~OP.I~,·t',·~v',etl):~n;Ja,qkSO}1 calieg' t)!~J~igh1tV9¥:;P~Y~.t,~'~~/J.r.~p~~n~;·,/O;
r' \' , ..,tt?\1Y'hadb~~n!¢a 1iLe(~r:;tlt{ ),q;q\ ,s,;t'.,!,,oQw;' <t;:Lrne6,:}9r~'!llfu'~g'ltb~tq1(lg}j,t.;/'i';.

I ~:J.\T~'·-·f~riieEl·a·r;e"·"C"'h~;:JG1'f'l,S~"!1.11(]:1.1:d '!;J.\~ln'l(~'(hn~llL 'e,x("~8LYtwhei'~ ct'1'1er~lse '." ':
r.no t ca !.Joel" .
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9:15 AM: Attorney Doar: was called again at 9:15 fr-om Atlanta and ap-
prised of new developments.

11:00 AM:Helgesen was called and given new information reported by some
white contacts in Phf.LadeLphi.a to t he vef'f'ec t that the three
were still in jail at 9:00 PM and a~paared to have been beaten)
though not a e r-Lous ly. Helgesen said he wou.l d "ta ke the nec-
essary action. II He said that the alleged beating threw new
light on the FBI's role in the case. He said he would call
our source.

12 :00 1\1: He1gesen was ca Ll.ed again. He sa id tha t he had only ca Ll ed
New Orleans and had not received instructiOl?S to investigate.

12:15 PM:Atlanta SNCC called Jackson and said they had spoken to Agent
f16yner in New Orleans, who had sa id he bad r-e ce.Lved no or-der e
from ltlashington.

1:00 PM: Mer LdLan Lnf'o r-med the JacksOhbfficethat f1arvln Rlcll) PubLf.c
r-e La tions '.,director of CORE, and James Farmer J executive dir-
ector of' COREhad contacted FBI Agent Delloch, second in com-
mand of the FBI, as well as Lee White, Presidential Assistant,
and Burke Marshall, head of the CiVil R1ghts Division of the
Justice Department. Rich and Farmer said that if they got
no action from the FBI, they would ca1J. the President.
Meridian also .informed us that Farmer :Ln ·lfJashington had called
the FBI in New Orleans. Henry WO If, a t.t or-ney for t ne Goodme;w
family, called to say that Robert Kennedy had been contacted.

1:~0 PJ:.1: I1eridj.an repoy'tedthat attempts had been made to call looal
air force bases to institute an air sear-c h,. but were uns uc-

. cessful. AtLarrta SNCC called John Doa r ; he was speaking on
another line. They left word for him to call back ..

2:10 PM: Our source with the white contacts in Philadelphia reported
that as of that hour the FBI had not yet called him, as
Helgesen had. promised he .would two hours ea r-Lte r .'
Meridtan reported that Marvin Rich was calling the Defense
Department to try to tne t-t tut.c an air search. stormy wea Lhe,r
cleve loped 18 tel" in tbe afternoon in the Merid Lan- Phi lade Iphia
area, howeve r .

2. Lf5 Pl''1; j\ t lanta informed UB t.ha t calls were made to Burke Marshall
and John Doar at 2:30 and 2:1-+5 respectively. vvord was left,
as the two men could not be reached by phone.

2: 55 PlvJ:It wa s reportecl tha t reporters had. been pe 1"1111 tted to go ' .
through the P~iladelphia jail and .were satisfied that the
three were not there.

3 :30 PM: As of this time neither' the Atlanta nor the Jackson offices
had received any r-e t.urn phone calls from Doar or MarshaJ.l,
nor dLd the FBI office :Ln Ja c ks on ha ve any word from them.

Doaroa11ed Atlanta. He informed them that the Mississippi
m ..ghway patrol had put out. an ALL POIN'rS ALERT bulletin and
that both the she~if~ of Neshobal cburity an6'the FBI were
fJeal"c.hing .,rrhe s he r-Lf'f' cLa f.me d Jchat.thetrio, were last

.neen headLng S01J.tl'l on Houte 19 toward 1\1el~:Ldian.
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t5:00 PIIII: Bill Light in Jackson called /,gent Helgesen. He was asked
r i ve t t.mes If the FBI was Lnve at Lga t tng the case. Flve
times Helgesen answered) I' all Lnqua.r-Le s are to be directed
to the Justice Department in Washington. II

e :I~:)PM: Merid:lan reported that they called DOal" Ln Washington, Doa;:'
was busy. A collect call was placed to Hohn Doar at his
home tn Wash1ngton, r r o 1\1erIdi,an, He would not accept the
c a 11.

9:30 PM: Reporters called from Philadelphia that four FBI agents from
the New Orleans orfibe were in Philadelphia. No men from
the Jus t Lce Depa rtment were repartee}. T.rheFBI agents report··
edly weI'e ta.lking to people and Wel:,e pLanrd ng to La unc h a
road se~I'ch and investigation in the morning.

10: 00 PM: UPI reported t ha t Edwin Gu.thman of the Justice Department
in vIashington had announced that the FBI was ordered 1nto the
case to determine whether the trio were being held against
their will or whether there was a violation of civil rights
lnvolved.

8: Lf 0 AM: Nerid t.an ca lIed to say the t Merv i n Rich had informed them
that the Air Force might come by. As of this tims, not~ing
had been heard from them.

10:10 AM: Mer:1.dian informed us that John Proctor and Harry Sa1zanJ

FBI agents J we r-e in the Meridian office. They VIeI'e invest ...
igat1ng. asking questions, and getting photographs of
Schwerner. We were told that Nathan Schwer'ner(JVlic)(ey!s
father) has an a ppo i.n tanerrt with Lee hrhitc; PresidentiEJ.l !-\;'38 It.

1:00PM: IVIE~:r':Ldlanc a TLed to tC';ll us that Marvin c h had made CO;lta0t
wI th the vIThlte House (H~.th Lee white). He wes told tl·~~
the Naval Air Station near Meridian was available to FBI
for an air search. Rich asked for an FBI head agent out in
the field. Rich said he was going to ea11 New Orleans.
Me:r:Lchan Lnf'ormed us that some Meridian ci t t aena w:i. t 1') prl··
vate planes were thinking of conducting their own air searchy

:i.n ca se of' rur-t.he r- def'El ul ting by the Defense D('3part.merrt . On.8
of these) people was Negj:·'o ChaY'le~) Young.
]',J(:,vlf:lmal1 Burn Rotman f38j.cl ne Li.c opt er-s a r e flylng ar-ound the
PhLlac3elpb:l.:J (~rea. IVjBl'v:i.nEi.ch sa Ld tbat the President was
to ca Ll back to COREin New Yo}:'){.

2:10 'I'he Naval AII' Statlon nea r Mer'i.d n was ca l Ied . ~~hey sale]
t ha t a s I'a r a s +h J""1··]."·TI' 1')0 <:,(;,:,·t·'''~) wa s ··j'·'·lo· C(·)l'·)(~'l('·!"ecJ:.t ..J. ~, ft • '>.. ,~, \' 'I g _ I..J . p' '..... \ •••• l ,~' ,-.~,,) ~.l. C) ~ ,~ 1..• ....". L1.. ~

There were only student ~l hts taking place'in the area.

~~::jO Mr. Henx'yvJolf2 at tor-nev :fop th'2 Gooclmans, calJ.12~d. He [;al(1
th a 1': t h f.:; cd :·Ti./).1"'1:'~ ::: ';.1~1 ,. /:3c 1.·~~.,.-(~~:r.--'r~(:) x' J El C C C:'~'ll~PD, e d by 11,e'yJ r~ef3 ""

~~~~'~,t1:;;~eP~;;~!~;:~~:;~~;~~.:I\.~;?:.i:0 A ~~ti~~)':~'::J ..:'[ G·~:~~~';(8 ~~n~;..)~::~.~(~r:[~(;n;:~:~~~.,y~pe nt
T1i'.(.:·"'1nz::.rl'f .'·1'::;<::11"OC.\lj· L t1 t·i)! ...•+· ')·1·1 '·::"i·-'''l')I··i.l.f-·ie~C:'''\T(.)·n:::-; T.rc)))l··.-"n.o' 01'1\-, ,..• '.J (.,\~ >•• r\.".1.. ."' .. l. " /;. ,-Iv c CIl ••t,;!,.I., """U""" :..) \\.~,'J .• t;;; \'.\-..,_~J.\.L ·t -'r
the::: er,r;e a nd ··\·····1)<:,1·· '1'1»11·Y· J·le·l·'l ('.()fJ·t'Cl"3 1,·'e'",,:> c'r:~')I··;('lll··l"'[>' f't····le - ""·l'E?·ra· -v.. ",,\,,'" \_J,J ...•..• J •. ;« •.. \v ... ~., ,,'-' .. _"_.: ) __ 1...'_ V'-"J •..• '" ",;;'_J .. ,' ,J'I;_) ..J,. ',:'.l -"-,f!

He: told u:s that they had' an a ppo'Lut.merrt to .s'ee LeeVJh:Lte
::\001.1 ai'!:;CJ'Will'cl.



'1 ~~:[~A~E£FH. :tiA <'CAS~; ', ii' FEDE\R~~ :0' 1rnO~bLtlay,<i ~ag~\ 4 ~ ;', !l'~ I, /". I~ J.. ,',',' '," i", /(((~'I' 1 
~'h.V I" I 'J;, ) .\.--\ )(J-~ \ ' i ,.\ \ ~) ,<.,.,- /\ ; j "r '~!! \. "} i I ,-{,.t, ( •. )- ! _/ " {v, ' 

. h~ 'j I t, I - \' '\" f ; ' " ' t l..! ~ , I 

\ '" !, ~" . He ),at~o ,- in::r-orrrred ·1qS'. 'thaf :1 "here wa's l ~~pe 'J tha;t f pre~ident ' " 
\ \ ~ /' ') \ Jphnson would make a stat . ment· to the, nation. I' , ' 

" ' I. ; \ - ~ ,J Y. j ..J l' \ 
:' ... ~ \. , - ~ • ~ I __ Ii j. ,t" -;:. \ i( , 

3-:55 ,PM: ' ME;ridian', bE?ard, that focal rad:Lo ",stSltionWMOX-,- brpadcasted -
/ that ~ the FBI haq found the car, eha'rred and ' burned -and ,e·old. 

1 ' ,~ " ~h~l'Ej was~ no trace ' of th1 ,Il)iSSing P'l\1sonS'; 1 ',,' 

5 ~ 15 ' PM:- , A ;/t6rn~y W9.lt' \' ;'rifo~me~( u~ ,tha t ~.{< ;and I'MrS : - GOOdma:~ '~ Mr.-, '\' 
', Schwerner" and two' cor[gressmen saw , Pre~ident Johnson for,' 

,-' a bout 21 ' minute's this , after,noon. , Wnile they were 1 
. ,_ y _I '. j A " _, • 

t~ere~ t~ey reCeived ~~~pew~ that tbe car had been found~ 
, Johns,or:- assur;eq the)11 ~ t'ba~ the , Federal ( Goyepnment (Was

l 
',';' I dQing ,'everyth:i,ng it couJd. " '-- ,: I < 

.... "'I .,., of' ! ,,0,' \ e- U ~ 1\)..' (I. i;\..) 'I - r • 

\I ; " 10 (.' tIl '.:' ( ~. ' 

k 5, 'g;irir.1t #tr\tt ?E',ney\ rprry ~arren ' h~a I'd a "con:t;irming r~por~ ~ on lo~a 1 t L 

,) v I \ t \ ra,aito-'--'eh~~v~4i~])j-~Ai e" ;og_uoed in tjle search" I 

! ! I, \~ , The ,SE;xtbn lO,I'; thel Me,tl]Od'if,t ahureb , wll1QfG"~B", \, -F5Uf~~6";;'~ 
't':i "1\ ,,~ IIA' J:'1Jncb !,l ~ ,lJn l :BJ1ila~~ ilp,\~H\,O i '~ormed I\tS \ ~ba ~ ', the, F:t3~ ha~ , ~e~n ;, ' 

1 I \> ',II.,' \ WJprktng onl\tBe , burn:tng ~ ca e sines') F'lr';lCf?y,' I June \ 19. , , J " r 
\ J ,\ l ~ (' I ! '.. I Ii - \ J ..:r 

I / t \ 1 • \ ,! r :1 \ :l- t' \ I I ) 

')~i :::q~ PM~ vJRBC '/tleym ' :qeport l ,on GOV. "Johnson Ip ' 'a:fJt~rp~o~ bp~~~ Gonf~r-

r 

,\~' 'Y
I
,' I( e}nc

I
8; Johnson h?8 sen,t twc? ~ plaine lot12e :?men lQ,t9 the I ar.e-a ~9 

1 ' ',as'slst the FBI in the s,earch. '( Gov', ' lfonnsol"1 ,had not c.a11ed 
, \ 4,) ~restLd,ent Johnson or: /, t~e iust'ice :pep~rtment, but he was 

,'( I;; i working with the FBr -~,A ( , ll-
f. j. , • , \ " 
"'-., ,'_ ' .J -.! ) 

~ 1 ,.;F",,' r -",;", 
7-:30 Pr1: - filart.:r,n Popper, who ' is ' At Iy. Wolf 's part'ner ·fqr the Goodmans 

'ca lIed ,to des~ribe the tip , 'to Washington ', - On th~ trIp v~ere 
Mr. and Mrs. Goodman, Mr. <Schwerner, Congressmen 'Ryan and 

\ 
Reed, and , 'popper. ;., u I ,'~! , r, "- I / \ ~" 

t . ~ ~ 
IThey first went to ,see K nnedy. Katzenbacp" Marshall' and 
ot~,~rs were with h itn.,~I- :rhiS .- visit was a~par:'~,ntly t ,he J fit;,st ',' 

,','I thlnk' ol:1! fllr. Kennedyl.s .agenda! after_ hi~. arrlv.al fr,om Map~' -
a C~)6lse.t~s1 ' " Mr> ."- }\:nne,dY ,'tjolp \the ~ gr'O'l!P ,tha t the' Depar:tmel1t, 

'r, ,of 'Just:hce \was dQlng' eve'rytJ;ling 'posSlble, and (that he was ' 
, ~ " ' ,!-Ising J~he maximum re-sources aya~\lable tohiffi, inCIUd ~ng . 

, I I per'~ona ,ll r 1s'ourc,es . ,·' He , ~qld ~hem the President also ex -

,~_~~~~~~~~!~~~~_~*~~~~~~~_~~n~~~'·.~r~~::: :" ~!~'~_~~; " ~a~J@~_ 
"".. '. , 0',·' tfui:s · a,~sumDtibJj ( IiEla±; tner:v\ 'a,re \ assLlin1:ng ',illr:iJsdioti,'on on 1/ 
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Then the President himself saw them and said he was using
every available force, including the Justice Department and
the Defense Department for this case.

E.3:00 PM: rJ1t1ePr-e s i.dent called Goodman at his home in New York. He
told him that there was no evidence that bodies-had been
found ~ but tha t t nacks had been found leading away from the
car. He said he had ordered more RBI and Defense Department
personnel to "o omb the countryside. II

Goodmanls attorney, popper, informed us that he had heard
that 601'6 of the FBI on this case are special personnel from
the North.

\vEDNESDP,y, JUNE 21.+

7:00 AM: Radio report: Allen Dulles, ex-chief of the CIAJ is b~ing
sent to Mississippi as President Johnsonls personal invest-
igator.

8:30 AM: Dulles arrived.

1: 00 PH; I"Ieridian informed us that a young boy from r1erid:Lan who is
often a round the office J had seen f1::Lcl::cyand Andy before they
had left and remembered what they were wearing. Mickey was
wearing a blue shirt, blue jeans and sneackers. Andy was
'wearing a red shirt. ~rl1:Ls :Ln.format:Lon wa s phone d to the FBI
in Jackson, as the FEI in Meridian could not be reached,'

THURSDI\Y J JUNE 25.

3:00 PM: Allen Dulles and Tom Finney, representatives of the Presid-
ent J met with leaders of the groups wor-ktng in Mississ ippi.
Dulles stated his mission was a fact-finding on~. The leaders
expressed the sense of frustration and isol~tion felt by
Negroes because of police and civilian brutality of the state
and the seeming umdllingness of the Federa 1 Government to
do anything about it. Dulles said he had been under the i~
pression that the situation wae improving in Mississippi)
especially in the area of Education. The leaders told him
all visitors were given that sort of brainwashing. They
reJate() to Dulles end F:Lrmey exampLe s of incidents whero _.' ~

police 1r.re:re invo Lve d vlrltll Lo ca 1 01tizen8 in commit tLDf:,
atrocities.
Mr. Dulles was also told of the dangerous situations in
various parts of the state, and was told what the leaders
were demandtng of the Pedera]. Govermlent: A. IJ.'h(;) pr-e s Lde nt
ehoul d meet vr l th local leaders) as he has already been re-
quested s~veral times to do. B. That the Civil.Rights Com-
ml.ss I on should immech:~tely hold full haa r-Lng s in the state
of MisSisi31pp:L. C. 'I'ha f the p:,':es:lclent should see to :it t hat
new Fede r-a 1 Judgeships wer e filled by men of integrity and
fairness. D. Government offi~ials should not publicallv state
una t they cannot protect pe op Le . E. 'I'here s hou Ld be Ma~'sha11s
and FBI Mobili~ed in all potent1ally dangerous areas.

~:15 PM: Jlfter waiting Lt5 minutes J Mrs. M:Lch:ey Schwerner was .fina 11y
able to C0111'e1'Witt) Dl.ll1es. vrho said he had another meeting'
to attend" He exp.l'(';f)sed b:ti:~fi.YlilPiJthy. IvlI~~}SohhTerner rep1:Led:
"I don It VI/ant your sympat.hy . I want much, much more. II



SONE; PROVISIONS FOR FEDERAL PROSECUTION IN CIVIL RIGHTS
~ ••._~ , _IIII"'MJ', __

FBI~r:re'sts ~ 18 UoSo Code" Section 3052~ The Director? Associate Dir~
, ;d{~r~.ASsist41.nt to th.e Di~ector~ AS,sistantDirectors s. i:rwpect9rs lianq
· agerit.s of the Federal' Bureau of Investigation of tho Depo.:t'tl1~cl~tof
, JustiC8 may' carl.~;iifi:rearl11s~ serve war rant.s and, subpoena issuod under
the aut.hor-i ty of tho United .states and-make arrests Hi fhout, ,.mrrant tor

'. any offense' against the Uni,ted states committed in their pr~sonco9' or
· fGlr any felony cogrri.zab.Le under the Laws of the U.S 0 if they have roa50n·&·
· able gr-ounds rt.o believe that the person to be arrested has comnri, tt,ed or
'i~' cemnri tting such i'olonYI.' .

.. I

I~Eie~~9$......1f.i.th tho Voto. - 18 U.S. Code? Section 594~ ~'Jhoover"i~timl-
dates? throatons~ coorces, or attempts to intimidato, thrqatoncir coerce,
any porson for the purpose of Lnt.or-f'er-i.ng vIith the right of such other"
person to voto or to'voto as ho may cnocso , 01" ·bfcausing such other
per-son to vot.e.Tor , or not. vot.o f'or , any canda.dat.e for" tho,officQ,of <,

. 'P~,~sid~n:t~ Vice Pr-os.i.dont., Prosidontial .o'loctor, Hombor of;tho;Sonato~
brl·J·l~nibor· of tho House of Roprosonta'tdvos , Delogatos ox' ,Comlnissio~o:r;sof

· tho .Torri torios or Pos sos si.oris , at any eLoctd.on hold sololy or in 'par;t
f or the purpos o of olocting such candida to ~ shall bo finod not nicr-o than -;

, $1000 or imprisonod not more than onoYoD.r or bot.h , I

12£p~lli!2.....9.£...QQ.nstitutional RightE. ,~ 18 UoSo Coda,' SoctiOl~ 2L~2~ ,
· 1Mboevor?undor color of any Lau , .stat.ut.o , ordinanco 9 rqgula;tio;n, ,or, custom,
; v7illfully sub.joc t.s any inhabitant of OlDY stato, Torritory, or District to
, th9 deprivation of any rights; priviloges 9 .or- Lmmurri.t.ti os sccurod or 'pr-o- - ,
'tootod by ;tho Constitution or Laws of tho ,Bnitod, ,States 9 (or to diffQl';ont.
pum.shniorrt.s~ pains? or pona Lto.os ~ on account. of, such Lnhab.rt.ant, being an .
alian; or by r-oascri or hi.s co'Lor , or race,' than 'aro proscribed for tho
pum.shmorrt of ci tizons 9) shall bo finod not mor-e t.han $1000 or i1'i1pri.sonod
not Ii)OrO than ono yoar" or both. . ,

~ ,I -'1 ' r !I



FBI INV~3TIGATIO!:jANURRESTS IF tT.T.b..J]2'lA----Ju~ 22 and 26

At 6~00 pm on Juno 26 ~ UPI reported that the FBI had arr-ost.od thr-ee vThito
men in Itta Bena , Hi.ssissippL The three had threatened bra SNCC SUli1D1er

Volunteers the daybef'ore and had tried to run 'thom out of tOvffio

SNCCVolunteers john Byon Paul of Ossining9 NoYo" and Roy Tarkington of
Be.rke l.ey, CaLi.f'or-n.i.a, wor-e canvassing on the af't.errioon of tho 25th
,'Jith SNCCstaf'f" member '\rJillie HeGGo. Th,W had informed Hr" l'Iober9•

the It'La Bena t.own Harshal19 of thoir intention of do'i.ng "\)jotor r'egis,-
tration work and had received assurance that this 1rms );£1.11 righV; and
1::hat they could :~5~0right ahead ;"

lJhile 'the3t'1rJerepassingou.t le4:flets9 hQHeV0r~ four ~{hite men dr-ove up
in two trucks. The zion got out, of tho trucks, separated tho Voluntoers
from NcGeo9 and marched the students to a gas station that also serves
as the bus stop" Although the 171enthreatened the Volunteers,?
they wer-e unsucces sf'u.L in getting them to leave town,

The COFOoffico in Jack;:;;onand the SNCCoffice in Atlanta beganiliJl11G-
diately to .i.nf'or-ra the FBI and the Justico Department 0 John Doar- of the
Justice Depar-t.nent. promised to look into the incident.

The Volunteers uerefinally released9 and dospitefurther threats?
spoke at a Nass L!.Geting thesalile night in It;t,a Bena , After the Ln-
c'i.derrt of the afternoon, they asked the town IvIarshal19 :Hr. 'weber~ for

. protection:~ T;Tebol~uou Ld not promise protection? but when the meeting
vms over the Volunteers found him, outside and they believed he might
have been j.nfluential in preventing troublco There lIJore indications

\ that the FBI hold t.a Iked to vlobor and had had an influence on him•.

The next morrung , Paul and Tarkington talked wtth four FBI agents in
Itta Bana, One of the latter said that Burke Har5hall~ head of the.
Civil Rights Division of the Justice Dopar-t.ment.,had caLl.ed him and
said that he l.ranted tho!1 to do everything possible in the caseo

Bocause they had both liconso number-s and names , the V:oluntcers felt
thoro might be Do good' chance for an [lTrost.COFOand .,sNCCmade .
further cans to the) FBI and Justice Department-relaying the infor"::'
mat.i on 1rThicht[18 vo.lunt.oer-s had] sometime around s.oo pm on tho 26th"
three of tho four men ir.\Volvedin tho incident tho day beforo wore
arrestod~ on charges of interfering 'Hith voter registration workc This
is believed to 1:)0 the first arrost made under this lcn·r9 although it has
been in effect sinco 1960.

Tho Lmpor-tanco of thii3 case is that it indicates that FBI pi-cssurc
oD.nof'f'or- protection to people in lYiississippi, and that the Justice
Depar-t.mont;and tho FBI ~ authcr-i zo arrests in civil rights cases.


