
MISSISSIPPI, THE CANCER OF DEHOC&ACY --~ S~r· ;,_~---
Synopsis of report of Mississippi Legislature 1964 compiled by The Council of 

Federated Organizations , lOl? Lynch Street , Jackson , Mississippi. 

For a more det~ed account of these bills , get in touch with COFO at above 

address , stating w~ch bill(s) details are needed for , or write Virginia Naeve , 

RFD , Jamaica , Vermont, who has the full text of bills. 

( • ) billa passed as JJ<WS as of June 2, 1964 

1. ANTJ;- ECONQMIC BOYCOTT BII,L - Senate Bill No . l60? (still in Committee) . 

~:::::1 Attempts tp outlaw econolllic boycotts by tlegroee a.gainst white businesses 
which diecrimi~ate . 

• 2 . ANTI-LEAFLETTING LAW - Senah Bill No . 154.5 (Passed and Signed) 

Prohibita the distributing of leaflets calling for economic boycotts . 

• 3 . ANTI-PICKETING LAW - Uouse Bill t~o • .546 (Passed a.nd Signed) 

Prohibita picket:i,ng of public buildings . 

4• ' SECOND' ANTI-PICKETING LAW~ (Passed in House, sent to Senate) 

• 6 . 

8 . 

~o~t identical to above, to be used if #} declared unconstitutional. 

BILL .\UTHORIZ:!NG SPECIAL DEPUTY SHERIFFS IN ALL COUNTIES - House .Bill llo. 246 
{still in Co11.1lty AUairs Committee) 

Allows unlimited deputy J;;her~ffs "to cope with emeJ;genc:i.es," 

BILL TO "RES'l'RUN MOVEI·IENTS OF INDIVIDUALs liNDER CEl.lTAIN CIRCUMSTILJfOES" 
THE CURF~t LAW - House BLLl No. 64 {passed in both Houses and signed) 

This bill would ll1l.ow police to restri.ct freedom of movement of individuals 
and groups and tp establish curfews without fo~ally declaring ma~tia~ law. 

BILL "TO PROI,q]JE E'OR APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY AND Pt,TROL PERSONNEL 70R STATE 
INSTITUTIONS" - Rouse .Bill No . 617 (Passed in the House and sent to Senate) 

ProvLdes for ''security patrol officers" to be appointed at all state insti
tutions by the Public Safety Commission, 

BUL TO AlJTHORIZE 1\ COMPLETE RADIO ST:.'HON FOR POLICE TN ANY COUNTY 
House Bill No . 101 (passed i~ both Houses) 

THE MUNICIPAl. AGREEMENT'' ACT - 1ienate Bill No . 1526 ~passed by both Uouaes 
and signed) "riote and civil disturbances" 
Allows municipalities to share police foJ;ces & firefighting equipment duringA 

10 . THE "llEFUS.::L TO COMPLY l•/I'l'H CERTAIN REQUESTS" BILL - House Bill No , 777 
(passed in both Houses) 

. .t bill to putla;w passiv.e resistance in civil rights demonstratione , 

• 11 . THE HIGWdAY PATROL ACT - House Bill 564 (passed in both Rouses and signed) 

An omni,bUB b;ill eql.arging. tb.e Highway Patrol and expanding 'ite powers , and 
a~owing the Governor to order the Fatrol into local situations wi~bout the 
request o! ~ocal authorities . 

ANTI- FREEDOH SCHOOL JJIIJ, NO. l - Sen11te Bill Wo . 21 36 (still in Judici~y 
Committee) 

This bill makes illegal tbe Freedo~ Schools an~ Community Centere pJ.anned by 
the Coun~il o! Federated Organizations for this coming summer . 
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13 . "\NTr-FREEDO~! SCHOOL lliLL NO . 2 - Senate Billlfo . 1969 (still i,n Education 
Committee) 

Tbia is an earlier atJ!Impt. to ban the Freedom Schools . 

lit . A BILL TO R/.!SE ..U.IFlC.'•TIONS FOR NEMBERS OF COUNTY BOARDS OF EDUC;..TIQN 
Senate Bill No . 1702 (released for Education Coumittee 

Junong oth~r things, this bill would require Board members to be high school 
graduate~ . The bill has bad trouble in the Senate . 

15 . A BILL TO PERl:IT SEGR!G!l'.r!ON 01" PUBLIC SCHOOLS BY SEXES - (Approved by the 
House Educ~tion Committee) 

Thia bill ,ia to be ueed in the event Miss . schools are forced to int.tgrute 
ra<:iall.y . 

16 . BILL& TO JU.Lo·; ST1\TE SVPPORT OF PRIV{,TE SCHOOLS (Introduced into Senate) 

This is a series of b~~s to allow state funds to be used in support of 
private schools if public schoo~s are closed to avoid integration . 

17 . 

q 
18: 

BILL 1'0 RZVO.KE THZ Cfu'J<TER OF TQUGJU,OO COLLEGE - Senate BilJ. No . 1672 
(Still in Judi<:iary Committee) 

In~oduced in retaliat~on for civil rights activities of stud~nts and 
f~culty at integrated Tougaloo College. 

BILL TO END AOCREDITl,TION OF TOUGitLOO COLLEGE - Senate Bill No . 2043 
(Passed in bQth Hous~;e) 

This bill would chango the acoredita~on system in the state so that Toug
aloo couLd b~ dropped iro~ accr~ditation . 

19 . INVESTIG~tTION OF tlNIVERSI'l'Y PRO.FESSOR CRITIC.U. OF THE STi,TE - Concurrent 
resolu~ion introduceu in the House 

20 . 

21. 

An attack by legisla~ors against a ~ritical university professor . 

A.NTT-SID·IMEJ;l J>RO.JECT :BILL -- 1'0 PROIUBI'I' ENTRY INTO THE STATE - liouse 1li.ll 
870 (still in Judiciary ''~'•" Cormn1.ttee 

This bill a~tempts to prohibit entry into the state of volunteers for the 
11i.ssissippi Summer Project on thf/ grounds th~t their purpose is "wilJ'ul 
violation oi the laws of the state, " 

THE "OlUMIN.l.L SYNDICALISM" BILL- Sel).ate Bill lfo . 2027 (passed in Senate, 
,reported i'avo+ably by liou!Se Collllrit·tee) 

Makes illegal any association which advocates or practices crime and at 
civil rights organizations . 

22 . lULL TO 1',1;lOHTBD' l'H:E Crl.USING OF CRIME OUTSIDE TRE STATE - Senate Bill J<o . 
2026 (passed in Senate, reported out favorably by Kouse Committee) 

Thia bill, like the Criminal Syndicalism Bill , aould be applied to both 
white extreraists and c;ivil L'ighj.s wo·rk<:>rs . 

23 . ',\N .LCT TO PROHIBIT 'ENTICEiofENT' OF ;, CHI'LD TO VIOLJ,TE THE LJiWS AND ORl>I
NANCES OF THE Si'.J.TE - Bouoe Bill ~o . 7!36 (still in. Judieiary ".\" Committee) 

This b~ attempts to keep minors !rom participating in civil rights 
aotivitios by punishing teacne.r6, parents and c:lvil. rights workers . 
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21j . BILL PROYrDING FOR COURTS TO TREAT JUVStliLES ARRES'l'ED IN CIVIL RIGHTS 

/1 
CASES AS ADULTS - House .llj_ll No . 960 (passed by Ilouae , now in Senate) 

Ro~oves from Youth Court jur~sdietion minors u~der 21 years of ~ge chargod 
und~r thoso laws most o~ten uaad for arrest of civil rights wo~kera . 

• 25 . APPROPRtaTION TOR THE STATE SOVEREIGNTY COMMISSION - Senate Bill No . 1896 
(passed by both Housas and ~igned) 

An emergency $50,000 ap~ropriotion to th~ State Sovereignty Commisaion , 
the o!ficial watchdog o~ segrogation in Mississippi, to fight the Civil 
!lights bill now pe.nding b~for<> Congress. 

26. SUP.PORT FOR GOVERNOR iALL~CE - Concurrent Resolution in House (passed by 
Bouse) 

A Resolution commending Wallace for his Wisconsin 'victory' . 

27 . }liLL 'IT P~Y COSTS OF COUNTY REGISTR!JtS /Jm CIRCUIT CLERKS COllV:tcTED. UJotDER 
THE 1957 4ND 1960 CIVIL RIGHTS ACTS - Senate Bill No. 1880 (passed in 
Senate, now io House) -

Th~s bill wo~d allow the Stncc to act~vely support e~unty officials who 
ref~se to comp~~ with Federal Cou~t Orders to register Neg~oes on an e~vaL 
basis with whites. -

28. THE ''LIBERTY AHENDHZN'T" TO OUTLA'.'/ FEDERAL AGENCIES AND THE INCOME i'AX 
House Concurrent Resolution No. 16 (pnssed in both Houses , ~ow in joint 
commttee) 

This proposed ao~ndment to the 0 . S . Constitution would require the 0 . S . 
Government to dissolve or sell all agencies which might compete with pri
v~te ontcrprisc . The personal income tax would oleo be ended . 

29. BILL TO END Ul'lllAN REN'l!."WAL - .House BilJ. (passed in House, sent to Senate) 

• 3() . 

31. 

}} . 

A bill ending urbnn renewal in l-lissi1lsippi. to avoid "Federal encroachment . " 

BILL TO INV.J.IDA'l'E THE 24th AloiENDMSNT, HHICH 5fl.NS THE POLL TAX - Senate 
Bill llo . 1738 (pas~ted by both aousos and signed) 

Thi.s bill appears to col:lply with the 24th Ju:Jcndcen t, which bans the po~l tax 
in Federal elections . But the bill in Inct provid~s for a Similnr fo~ of 
registration which would have the scnro exclusive effects as the poll tax. 

BllL TO REDUCE THE NIJI-IBER OF NEGROES ON MISSISSIPPI JURY LISTS - liouso llill 
No . 937 (passed in House, sent to Senate) 

~ttempts to reduce the nurnbor of Negroes on Mississippi jury lists by chang
ing the qunli£ications for jury mombers . 

BILL TO PROVJ:JlE PRISON TEm!S OR S'J:ER:r;LIZAT!ON FOR PA:REN:L'S OF ILLEGI'l'IMA'l'E 
CHILDREN - Ho~se Bill No . 180 (passed by House, revised version passed by 
SeAate . Senate version finally approved by both ~ouaes and s~gned) 

This bill in its original Houae form gave parents of a seco~d ~!legitimate 
child the choice between three to five years in the State Penitentiary 
or sterlization . A Sena~e version, str~ng the sterilization clause and 
reducing the p~nalty to a misdemeanor, wns finnlly approved and signed . 

BILl,. TO PROVID.E ST::JRILTZA!l'IOl'l FOR THOSE CONV.ICTED OF A THIRD FELONY 
Bouse Bill Nq . 788 (atill in Judiciary Eo B;tnc Colllmittee) 

Provides mandatory steriliZation of those convicted of a third felony . 
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BILL TO REDUCE 'i'RE 'f'SN).:LTl FOR RAPE - Bouse Bill Uo . 145 (ddea"tea,_ i<l tbe 
lfouso} 

n det~ated bill which would h~ve r~duc~d the penalty for rape . The present 
penal~ is either death or li£e imprisonment . 

BILLS TO aLLOW A.RREI3'l'ED CIVIL RIGHTS HORKERS TO BE TRARSFER..'WD TO PARCHHAN 
PENITENTL\RY - House Billa No . }21 ruui ~ (p~eed irl both Houses & signed) 

These bLlla provide tboG city and county officials m~y tr4nB£er prisoners 
to t.he Stnte l>ani tenti:ary in th<> event of "crowded or inadequate" facilities. 

}6 . BILL TO ALLOW DISCLOStmE OF JUVENilE RECORDS TO STATE ,\GENCIES - Se.nate 
Bill No . 2016 (passed in Sanate, awend~d version passed in House) 

This bil1 would al1ow disclosures from records of juvenil~ offenders to 
any o£fice or agency of the State, a~ tho discretion of the Youth Co~t 
judge . The purpose of the bill is to ~ow the Boord o£ Trust~es of the 
University o£ Mississippi to consiucr the civil rights arreet records of 
Negro applico.nto . 

' '}7 . BILL TO llEFOR~l PARCHMAN PENITEN'l'URY - .House llill No. 227 ( plll!lsed in House , 
ravised bill passed in Senate , Kouse varsion iinally passed in both Houses 
nnd sighe!i) 

A 'reforo ' bil1 for Porchoan Penitentiary which , however , ~owe eohtinued 
use of the ~·SR c>n prisoners . The bill centralizes controJ. of the Peni tcn
tiary under the Governor . 


