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1017 tynch Stroot 

Jackson~ Mississippi 

T 0 ALL VOLUNTEERS AND FR IE]i12§. 

Wo are writing to n.sk yc;mr immodin.to and activo help. 

The situation in McComb, and throughout Pike County, has de
teriorated to b. point of oxtromo da.ngor. Locn.l Negro ci ti zona 
live in fear of arrest and violence in reto.lio.tion for any 
association with civil rights activity~ In tho week preceding 
this letter, thero have boon four bombings and dozens of ar
-PB-84 -tta~g.G-s r~i.ng .tl!om.. n.baDlg_ out after. 4 a .m.u' to 
"criminal syndicn.Llsm~ 11 Nfississippi State Highway Police 
h a vo swarmed into TvicComb. Civil rights -vrorkors have bee n 
interrogated nnd threatened. st·nte Hi gh-vmy Police have set 
barricn.dos throughout the N"egro co~muni ty. 

~ 

Tho enclosed list outlines briefly the pattern of violence 
and fe a r which hns ch::.racto rizod Pike County. The re have 
been 16 bombing s alone since the McComb p1rcjoct bo:gan :East 
June. In tho words of a loca l Ne gro r esident of HcComb, nn 
ex-policeman: 

!~; 
·• · • • my life is in da nger a nd my family's is~ too,.. 

I etm scared for us 3.nd for all Nugr•oes in :'·1cComb ., .... wa 
are. alJL told H e h a ve no rights • ., • wo cant t use them if 
we want to stay nlive or keop our homos safe ••• I've 
been on the police forc e and everybody in town knows tho.t 
tho Klan leaders and the police chief and the mayor arc 
close friends , • • and in Hississippi tha t moa ns trouble. 
Everybody is scared to death ther e 's g oing to bo murder. 
Everybody is sitting u p nights. They c o.n•t sloop, guarding 
their home s and churches. Dozens of police and highwa y 
p atrol are driving around tho Negro nc ighborhood---J~st ~-· ,, 
s~aring people---not trying to c :1lm them • 9 • 11' 

On September 9, the McComb Free dom Project staff directed a 
letter to Tvir.,. Burke l\1arsball, Chief of t he Civil Ri ghts 
Division of the Justice Department, explaining tho deteri
ora ting situation the r e . The l e tter expr essed fear of 
further violence a nd a poss ible r e petition of a nothe r tragic 
civil rights murder unless $pecific federa l action were takeQ. 
Copies were sent to· the press a nd to sever al Congr e ssme n, 
sever~.l of. -vrhom e xpressed concern ••• but no a ction was taken. 
The most r e cent incidents in 1'·1cComb underscore the explosive
ness of the situation e v e n further, and they make the need 
for f'ede·r al iuterventlon mor0 appBrent,., 
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This federal action could take several forms: -

1) the appointment of federal registrars to iosure. the 
basic rig~~ of qualified citiz~ns to vot~. 

2) the guarantee of fe<;'leral protection, not to civil 
rights workers particularly, but to all local 
citizens for whom ·local police _power is - a .. -threat, 
not a source of help. 

3) a statement from authorities · - · including the Presi
dent .. about the role of -the federal government in 
the preventiQ£ of violence. and intimidation. 

We urge you, then, to· wire, call or write your congressmen, 
senator's and . the. lrJhite House (C/o Lee c. tfuite~ Special As
sistant to the President), asking for--greater federal support. 
Please infor•m othe rs of the McComb si.tuation 1 since it take s 
many lette rs to ·obt£itn even minimal action. Pei ... haps you could 
reproduce this letter and distribute it among members of 
organizations with which you have contact. We will be hqJ py 
to send you further information if you. send the Mississippi 
·suwmer Project a self-addressed envelope. 

We also ask that you actively push the inclusion of ·this· ·issue 
in local campaig n efforts for na tional candidates. Please ask 

·spe-cifically about McComb in interviews with can<:;i.dates .and . 
urge ca@idates "GO make public stat ements about the si.tuation. 

· Most of you are familiar enough with Mississippi. to · know that 
the actiom in McComb are similar to those that have occurred 

· throughout the state - but not so intensely, nor 'with s·uch 
concentrated danger. Please help us to free the people of 
Hississippi and to removo them from the shackles of fear. 

Freedom, 

The Staff 
of the russi.s-sippi 
E'reedom Proje ct 


