
M E M 0 R A N D U M December 11, 1964 

To Frie nds of SNCC 

Enclosed is a stat ement about COFO which we prepared in the 
form of a press r e l ease announcing the Mississippi staff 
meeting h eld this past weekend. 

This information should he l p you answer some of the questions 
being raised as a result of the past several week's inaccurate 
and sloppy news r eporting on COFO. A few points which are 
not cover ed in the r e lease : 

1. The J ackson office was closed for a week before 
~----------------~~n~anRsgiving not ecause o e so-ca led rupture 

but in order to r eorganize the office physically and 
functiona lly . The office is operating now at full 
capacity. 

2. $CLC did :AQt p1.1ll aut of CO.FO. Soon after the first 
article s appreared Martin Luther King issued a denial. 
At the s ame time his statement which was r eported in 
s eve r a l ways tha t "SCLC would continue to give nominal 
support to CC?O " may have also been misleading . This 
does r.ot repre se~t in any way a cut back in SCLC's 
activity wi t h r 8s pect to COFO. SCLC's support has 

never involved much more than a little money, the 
citi zenship school program and a f ew staff workers. 

3. The national NAACP never consider editse lf a part of 
COFO -- only the sta t e branche s -- of which f ederation 
~Aaron Henry is p~esident. The state branches did 
vote to withdraw pending discussion at the National 
Action Council in J anuary. The r eason for withdrawl 

wa s g i ven as non·-involvement in decision making . But 
Aar on Henry repor ts that h e sent notices to each chapt er 
each time COFO meetings took place and encouraged them 
to attend. ( COFO meeti~ g s ar e open to a ll people working 
in Mi ss i ss i ppi on the various program a spects). 

If ther e ar e other problems in explaining the press stories, 
please don ' t hes itat e to write . 

!'reedom, :ic£C 
Betty Garman / 
Northern Coord1nator 


