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On January 4th, when the new Congress is seated, five white Missis­
sippians, four Democrats and one Republican, will present themselves to 
be sworn in. They will be challenged by other Congressmen on their right 
to be seated on the basis that the vast majority of Negroes in Mississippi 
were not allowed to participate freely in the state elections. Three women, 
Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer, Mrs. Victoria Gray, and Mrs. Annie Devine also claim 
three of the five seats on the grounds that they were elected in "Freedom" 
elections, open to all citizens of Mississippi. 

The House of Representatives, constitutionally, has the right to 
determine whether the five men from Mississippi are entitled to be seated 
in the United States Congress. The Commission on Religion and Race of the 
National Council of Churches supports the fairness resolution challenging 
the right of the five white Mississippians to take their seats until a 
thorough investigation has been completed into the procedures by which 
they were elected. 

The state of Mississippi continues for the most part to be intransi­
gently opposed to the free exercise of the franchise by its Negro citizens. 
t.Je believe that a thorough and impartial investigation would result in the 
invalidation of the Mississippi state election procedures and the dis­
qualification of those elected. 

At the same time, while we support the courageous efforts of Mrs. 
Hamer, Mrs. Gray, and Mrs. Devine to dramatize the plight of the Negro in 
Mississippi, and while we support their right to challenge the seating of 
the white Mississippians, we cannot in conscience support their attempt to 
take the seats themselves. For while we believe the five white Mississip­
pians have no valid legal claim to these seats, neither at this time do 
the three women from Mississippi, since their election was extra-legal. 
Their attempt, we feel, clouds the clear issue of the legality of the 
present election system in that state. 

We urge the House of Representatives to conduct a thorough investi­
gation into the election of the five prospective Congressmen, and to take 
the actions needed to secure the right of every qualified citizen of 
Mississippi to vote in federal elections. 

* * * 
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Tim RYAN FAIRNESS RESOLUTION 

December 30, 1964 

Whereas, Article I, Section S, of the Conatitutlon of the United Statea 
provides that "each Rouse shall be the judge of the elections, returns and 
qualifications of ita own members"; and 

Whereas, tho 14th and 15th amendments to the Constitution forbid the 
denial of the right of citizens to vote on account of race or color' and 

Whereas, between 90 and 95 percent of all Negroes, 21 years of ase and 
a resident in tha state of ~aaissippi, are not registered to vote and did 
not vote in the November 1964 election for memboro of Congreaa from Miaaia• 
aippi, due in at least substantial measure to violence, terror, diacrlmina• 
tory testing, economic reprisal and atmilar mcasurea, and 

Whereas, the Congress 1n tho Act of February 23rd, 1870, varned the 
atate of Misaisaippi that wholesale denial of the vote to her Negro eitizena 
would roault 1n a lose of her representation in thla body, and · 

~rcaa, relying on the foregoing, the validity of the election of 
Messrs. Abernathy, Whitten, Williarns, l'alker and Colmer, respectively, frOID 
the lirat, Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth District of Miteiaaippi ia hereby 
challenged, 

Resolved that the question of the right of Mcaara. Abernathy, Whitten, 
Williams, Walker and Colmer to be seated in the 89th Congress shall be 
referred to the Comudttee on House Administration, when elected· and said 
committee shall have the power to send for persons and papers and examine 
witneeses under oath 1n relation to the subject matter of thia resolution& 
and be it further 

Resolved that in view of the prima facie case of widespread violations 
of the 14th and 15th Amendments resulting from the faot that between 90 and 
95 percent of all Negroes, 21 yeara of age and resident in the state of 
Mississippi, are not registered to vote and did not vote in the November 
1964 election, Moesra. Abernathy, Whitten, \-1illiame, Walker and Colmer shall 
not be sworn at this ttme and the question of their being sworn shall be 
hold in abeyance until the Rouse shall finally decide the queation of the 
right of each of aaid Messrs. Abernathy, Whitten, Williams, Walker and 
Col.rner to be aeated in the 89th Conareae; and be it further 

Resolved that the Committee on House Ad~iatration ahall make ita 
report to the House of Representatives not later than 260 daya followina 
adoption of thia reaolution, and be it finally 

Resolved thia challenge ie separate from, but not in derogation of, 
whatever figbta flow from the challenge of the Miaaiaeipp1 ll'eedca Democratic 
Party under 'l1tle n. u.s. Cod•• Section 201, et seq. 




