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MEMORANDUM December 15, 1964 

Re . IVANHOE PRE~~~ . 
to friends of SNCC From Betty Ganman, Northern Coqrdinator 

Some weeks ago you all r~celved a brief mailing about films 
and an indication that we would like the various Friends of 
SNCC groups to arrange ·for a "Premier" or "Opening" or the 
Ivanhoe fttm in your city. We are still hoping that the major 
cities at 1east will be able will be able to schedule such an event . 
What follow§ ~low are •uggeslJon• for organi~Jng lt and a ~ote 
on t.he mechanics of obtaining lhe film tor the opening and ~- ~.;-
preview. 1 • ' 

New Yor~ SNCC is presently In the process of arranging a January 
opening, probably on the lOth . Los Angeles Kas organi~ed a 
showing for the 15th of Jan~ry , Any date that you all may select 
afler January 15th Would be acceptable unless too many cities 
select the same night and the limited number of prints won't go 
around. 

Both the New York and Los Angeles openings will include talent on 
the program since the film is short (one hour) for a program by 
itself. ln New York there wi~l probably be a reception for 
potential donors after the program-- and an addi~ional collection 
will be made . For other cities, several posslbll!ties exlst: 

1 . A local art theater might be convinced to run the film for 
the opening and to turn the proceeds over to 'SNCC. You 
would probably ~ant , in this case, to charge a higher price than 
regular t.lcltet~ at that theater, to sefl t1eltats in advance, 
anC! possibly tc;~' have a speaker, some local tarent or anpLher 
1'ilar' \p.tclt -rt- we 11, though) on ttre progr-aqJ . 11 tne art lbeal:er 
wop•t. give the ho~se free, you may have to negotiate a percentage 
of the admiss,l on prIce for the management . ThiS wbuld be ok if 
you felt the tbea,ter was tne best place ior the opening . 

2 . Q£ you may , choose ~o show the film in a locpl high school auditor­
ium, or a . church (with good acoustics) -- wb ich alleviates· the 
problem with the theater management somewhat (and may also 
alleviate whatever problems there wlJl be with dislribut.or•s 
rights to ~he film-- as I understa~d: it Harold Becker, the 
producer, has yet to make definit.'l. arrangemepts with a distributor 
but may conclude a contract any dayJr The program still might 
Incl~e another film, local talenh~ or a speaker of some stature . 

3 . lf your l'r !ends group work'S j n an ~·r~~ where lhere are severa 1 
11communlties", eg suburbs or clties ~ nearby or some size, you 
may decide to "open" the film more than once . . ' 

~' ~ter the New YQrk opening the film will b~ vailable for 
variou~ kinds ot' pro9rams In your area. The de~alls on this 
must still be worke~ . out petween SN~C and the producer, but 
if ypu teal You would ~ant t'o bux a COJ?Y , sepd , ll)e .a notice of 
that fact in wr!tln~ before January ~s~, 19~S. 

;; . About the film; · The film ru,lis for an ~our . lt h centered 
around the fie~d work' done by 1V&nhoe·Donaldson (on our staff) 
In Danville, Va., Selma, Ala . 'and Greeflwood , Miss . It has 
already won ~he Gold Prize ln the ~nnheim 13th lnternational 
Film Festival an~ w~ll be entered io ~everal other documentary 
feat!U'e fil.lll compet:i tibns . · · · 
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page 2 ME M 0 on the Ivanhoe film and fi lms in general . • . 

6 . lf you are p l n~ning to hold an "Opening" , please let me 
know in writing what date it will be , where , what the program 
wit 1 be ll4e 1 etc , PI ease send a 1 ong as complete de ta lls as 
possible . 1 will then make certain that you have a print 
of the film •.• and wha~ver other help you need . 

lf y.ou need a prlnl for P\1\lVlew (as wel1 as the ·opening), 
wt"ite. a 1etter wlt.h detaUs as to date , p.lace, time, program, 
to Harold B~cker (the producer) , requesling a copy for preview 
and for your opening (with a copy to me) . Be sure to be 
specific as to the exact day your preview wlll be and the exact 
day your opening wil l be . The film wi l l be s~ipped from ~cker • ~ 
Studio in New York c!irectly to you and you will be expected to 
return it to him . Also indicate how many days you will need to 
keep the film-- or when he can expecl to receive 1t back . 
Remember that these prints are expensive anq also llmited 4 
Also specify if, you want 16 oim or 35 mm . 

Harold Becker 
295 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

7. Thi nk, too, when vou are planning the opening of holding a 
specia 1 reoej!>tion for potential donor s 1 e.i ther after the 
opening - - or holding a special, small showing, for such people . 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
For those groups who have not responded to the earlier me~o: We 
still need to know what films you do have , what kind of shape they 
are in ana which films you are interested In purchasing . Streets 
of Greenwood wi l l soort be vailable . Sine~ we are ordering In bulk 
lot (with a price red.ucatlcin), I need to know. immediately what 
cities bes Lde Detroit, Was hing Lon, Philadelphia, Bay Area and 
Sacramento are interested In buying a copy (if the cost is about 
$100 . 00) . Lf 1 do not hear from you by January lst, I will assume 
that y e>u !lo not want to pw·chase a copy and will order on the bas Is 
of the replies to dale . We wi 11 be purchasing several copies for 
ge(leral circulallon and wi tl work out a schedule so that eac·h 
city can have the rum for a month at a lime -- in which per'!od ;you 
ought to be abl~ ~o show it every night to a different group . 

Copies of a Dream Deferred are still availab le for $60 including 
a film box and postage from the San Francisco SNCC office, 584 
Page Street, San Francisco , California . Please let us know when 
you order , This film is a half hour in l ength and is primari ly 
geared to tying in the r~le people in the North must play to support. 
S~CC and the Southern Move~ent . The Bay Area office , 1 bell~ve, 
can also loan you copies of the film for a specified period of time . 

F !LM PROGRAMS 

1. Several groups have organized fil~ festivals in the pasL and are 
working on that for the future . this invol ves renting a number 
of topica 1 and/or we 11 l{nown f ilms and planning severa 1 weekend 
film-sh-owings t.n"Et-t. are open to t~commun-fty , '!'Ire 1'unds col h cte 
at lhe door -- and during a pitch (and short speaker) after the 
program -- are the proceeds . Films can be obta~ned from the 
large dlstri~utors, namely Brandon, for varying fees -- some ­
times as low as $7 .50, somelimes as ~igh as $50 , . ' . 

2 . Many of the Yrlends groups have also used the SNCC fiims very 
productively . Rather then waiting for requests t1> come to 
them, for exampl e , some groups 'have planned a mal ling campaign 
of pr material on the films to various organizations -- churches, 
clubs , etc and then followed up with a phone ca l l asking if a 
SNCC speaker might come with the film to their next meeting . 
Some such sho~ings net $25 .00 , some $100 . 00 . But consistent 
working with "film showings" can bring In thousands in the space 
of several months . Spec i al showings where admission is charged 
can also be organized -- in a housing project rec room, at a 
school , elc . Some groups have even trained their own projection­
ists and borrowed a projector to use for several months . 




