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ITTA BENA, MISSISSIPPI-- An ntte~pt to improve this state's imape in 

the eyes of the nation l 1~ s led to the raisine of over $13,000 in order 

to send an all Negro Colleee band to the Rose BoHl Parade. 

J=:ormer Covernor EuEh 1 !hi te, wh o acted ns chairman of the fund 

r a isinr drive to send th e •1ississippi V ~ lley State College band to 

Po.s?.dena s9.id, "Pow crrn .?. nyone say that Mississippi doesn't tnke 

care of its citizens both black ~nd white". 

11/hi t e, who .;:: f evr 1•Tcc l<s ear 1 i e r h2d advocated the r~. is in.v of one 

2nd ~ half million doll r rs to enable 0 Stat e official to ~o on nation-

t'!ide television to " correct" the iTI'. .c>.ze of Hississiooi sn.id, "2s far 

o.s I know, org~niz:-!tions such 2s cor:o ~nd the NAA.CP ho.d ffi[l_d e no 

contributions". 

It is widely known tl12t the state has suffe red economically a s 

~ result of the raci a l viol ence which ~ rew out of the ~• ississippi 

Summer Project and it is beli eved thnt White undertook the job as 

fund raising ch a i rr:t:m a s on e metlwd of "he 1 ning" the im:2ge of the 

st :J. te. 

In J~ckson th e Council of J=:edernted Organizations (COFO) charged 

th3t the money coul d be better used imnroving the educ2tional and 

tenching facilities at the school rather thnn usinp the school and 

its band to promot e the st :! te of ~-1 ississinD i. 

A worker for the Student Nonviolent Coordinatin? Committee (SNCC) 

s a i c1 here, "I l!On't b e su-rHised if th; entire 110 ryiece band asks for 

;1 sylurn in C1liforni =: r.1ther th .~ n return to ~-1ississippj_", 
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