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UNITED STi.TES VISTRIOT COURT 
SOU'l'liERl'il UISTtHCT OF l1IS.:iISS1P.PI 

J,.CKSOl)I IJIVISION 

TM MISSISSIPJ'I FREEDOM 
IEMOCFL.TIC P,,RTY 

versus 

·rH.E STATE OF !ilSSlSSIPt'I and 
THE C!inl)IC-,LLOR OF THE .li'IRST 
JUU.CCI ... L l.lISTR1CT OF HINDS 
OOUJ~TY M.ISSISSIPPI, 
ST0/:\..8S V. ROBERTSON, JR. 
::::::::::::: 

NO. 3659-JM 

!?!LED ).2/5/64 

CIVIL hCTIO& FOR 
E,tUI T" bLE 1lELI EF' 

CLr.SS ;1CTION 

The Complaint 0£ The M;l.ssi.ssippi Freedom Democrat11c 

Pr.,rty, a pol1t:Lcal party composed of :'.1ssissipp1 Domocrats lo~l 

to the National Democratic Parby, with respect ropres-0nts that: 

I . 

This Court has jurisdiction of this actlon undor ,,rt. 

IT and Amendments 1, 13, 14 and 15 of the u. S. Consuitution as 

well as under authority of' Title 28 USC ;i) 1331, 1343, 1344, 2201, 

2202, and 2281, end Title 42) 1971, 1983, 1985 end 1988, 

inasmuch as this action arises under tho Consu1tution and 

Statutes of tha us and the amount; in dispute, is in excess of 

,10,000,QO exclusivo of interest and Attorneys fe9s. 

II. 

Ti..te plaintif.f party seeks .relief for itsel.f and ll.l ths 

rop~osentativo of those persons who are both registered and 

unre 01atered Democrats in Mississippi who are lo-yal to tho 

National Democratic P~rty, its platform and nominees. This 

class is so nwnerous as to make i~ impractical to bring th~~ all 

before th..iB Court and this action is, thereforec, brou13ht under 

Rulo 23 or the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

III. 

Defendant Chancellor, at the request 0£ Joe T, rattarson, 

,1ttornoy Go.neral of defendant Stato of Mississippi, acting on 

the Petition of the said State on November 19th, 1964, issued 

a permanent in Juno tion at_;a inst 62 named defondant;s who ~iore and 

are now members and officors of the Mississippi Freedom Domoc;ratic 

PartJ,· enjoining thom from ectin~ under tho name of said party 

This injunction is attached to t:his compla:lnt and mado a part 

horoof as though copio d horo1n in oxt-onso. The St-a 1--a or 



2. 

liississ1ppi and The Chancellor are made parties defendant herein. 

IV. 

Tho Mississippi Freedom Damocrat1c Par~y is prim,arily a 

party of Mississippi Negroes who bavo boen,ro£used the right 

to register and vote by the State, who havo boon excluded from 

tho Mississippi1Domocratic.Party, and who hgve banded together 

to bettor their way of life through meaningful polltical 

activity. 

v. 
Tho Mississippi Froodom Democratic i>arty is a lo~itimate 

public end s~rious pcliticnl or~anizetion with state officors 

and county and District commlttoos. It roprosonts a firm and 

dotormlnod lnten~ on tho part, of dlsonfranclb.1sod Drisslssippi 

Nowoos to partici!-'ato ln tt.o political lifo of their state. 

VT, 

?ram its inception ln oarly 1964 thls party has boon tho 
• 

target of a conspiracy betwoon officers of the stato of ~fiss1s

sippi, includints defendant Pattorson, and officers of tho Nissis

Si])pj Dofnocr"ll t1c Party. Thla e oaspirac-y J.tas trool'i clirocto <1 

toward tno frustration of any offorts PY Tho Froodol'l Domocretic . 
Party and othors to maka tho Nom-o a poworful Poli tic al .forco 

in a stato whoro ho roProsonts o~or 4o' of tho population. 

VTT. 

Afl ovort act of this conspiracy was tho bringing of tho 

in junction suit dos er ibod abovo and tho scouring of tho rostraint 

roantionod in .. rticlo 3. Thaso acts woro only two of a long 

sorios of illegal and unlawful activities ungagod in by Missis

sippi Sta to o!"f1c ials, Hi 'hway Patrolman, County Sllorrifs, chair 

dopu~ios,· County Rogistrers enu Clt-y of!"icials; those unlawful 

and illo,i;el acts woro all pert of a pattern and schema to doprivo 

tho Mississippi No(tl'o or tho right to voto. 

Thoso ill•J~al and unlawful acts r ngo from th-0 unwarrontod 

traffic arrost of vo~o:r rogistratioo workora through boatitlgs, 

both in &od out of jaila, by poaco oft'icors, to murder parti

cipated in by County off'iciikls and 11\<)l!'lbere of clandestine 

torrori~tic organizations i11cl1idJ.ng tho i.,lu r,lux 1.lan. 

... 



• 

J. 

:rho lnjuocticn oi' Novor.bor 19th, 1964 is illogal and 

has no authority :.indar la-w. It oa:i not lawfully :soo.1< to llmit 

an.d rostrain tb.o opon aod legal opQration of a political purty. 

Tho state of !'aissieaippi o.nd i ta 1-ignl t.iin, tha :.Iiesisalppi 

Domocratic Party, have through devious and oxtro-logel .~nipu

lation over 100 yoar3 malntalnod a one parl.J sy3~om in Kissis

si._ppi wb.lch, th.rough this HLjunction, so<.1ks tc maintain an il

legal strang:Lo hold on tho l~o ;i:,o volior. 

x. 
Sections 3107 ub soq. of tl'lo Mississippi_ Cod,;i bavo uo 

applicetlon her~. Such Soctlous aro not only unconstltutlonal 

as written, but •-1r0 in tho' lostnnoo of this injunction unconsti

tutionally applied. This vlolt.tus plaintiffs rio;hts undor 
. 

;,mondmonts r, xrrr, XIV and XV cf the Fodoral Cons1;itutio11 ancl 

Tiiilo /J2 USC;, 1971, 198J, 1985 oaci 1988. 

x1. 

Tho ··ississ1i>P1 F'r,:iodom Domoc'.I'otic P~rty ctoos not pur

pcrt or attompt to bo tho sr.iroo 'lS tho :,!ississipiJi Domoor1tti.c 

Party; lts plc.tfc.rm ahd lts coodidatus er,; widoly diffo't'ont, but; 

-tho :-'.l!lslss1Pt>i Pro dam D;noc:r~tio Pa'.I'ty dooa contoncl that; not 

' only :is tho l{isslss:if)Pl D.:i1ikcrat1c Party illo.;r.lly o:r~a.nizud and 

rotc,istorod as a "li.ly wttit,1 11 rzclal i:;roup, that. :.ts C'Ocil' )SS.iQntcl 

candidaLcs wor\l illobally ol ct.id in 1964, 

XIl. 

'rhls lnjunct'ton was ri:rst brour;hi; imnocliat,ly prior to 

tho cnnouncocl intont ,,f tho Froodclll Dornocratic l"!U'ty t;o sand ~ts 

July oL:ictoJ d,1logntio~ to th() Domocrotic 1Hit;ional Convi:tntii;n. 

Tho dh.!'andilnt Chuncolloi;- at tb.c.t t1In.o tompcrc.;rily rJstr"i.hod ttu; 

Fr no dun D,,mocro tic Party r.lolu ~ i;i,on .rrr:m rt tonuing th::i ccuvontion, 

Thls rulinc; was modified whon tho proliminary lnjunction 11 s 

rondor .. d. -tis sii.];n.1.f.Lc~nt tllnt new, cs too Proodom DarnocI'ntic 

Purty chul~on,·os tho Miss iss1PPi D:Jmocrwt!tc Pi..rty conirossiona1 
• I 

d~log<-tlon 1mdor 'l'itlo 2 USCf 201 '<n 1 226 ns boing illogally 

ond im.proporly olvcuod, thu Sts t3 soos r1t tc rnak.o tho injunction 

por.cnllnont. obviously, tho injunction soo,:s tc r'ort-·1 d :l.ndlructly 

ant1 to colln t rc!ll;r nttack I;\ .J statutory ch£Jlld1n;os boJint~ mado 



Dooombor 31 1964 by tl:o Miaelssippl Fl'-0odom Domoc.ratic Por-ty 

Wldor Titlo 2 USC) 20l- and 221 . 

• i.ll.J, 

Thls injunction ls no mor-o thr,n o bo] d Ond nokod ;;rttb 

fo1· total pollticnl dcminutlon 1U1dor color of Stoto La"' by tho 

statJ end tho :r:1ssissippi Dornooratic Pa::-i;y. Tho injunction 

stl'ikos down a_li_ ottompts nt _i_ndop .nd.,nt, int.::lligont and lowful 

political organlzati,on \)y the Nogro oitizons of •·ississip'[:)i. If 

ollowod to stnnd it will stiflu tb.J politloo). lifo of that 

Stnto and .,nd porrnc.nontly tb, prQtoctions of tho Flrst, Thlrto:::nth, 

Fourtoontb. and Fiftoonth 1unon,d:nuuts t;o tho Fucloral Constitutlon 

in Mississippi. 

Tho injunction :ls too broaa ;ind.tho stututo too narrow 

to allow such a pr~c,rlont to stand. Su1'1'iclunt authority aoos 

not oxlst to allow a St..t1t" Lo outln-..; a Politic.al Prirty ns this 

illjunotlcn soaks to do. It should, b, s cruck down os viol~ tivt. 

of th, Fodorol Oonstitution, and ns "n attompt undor color and 

-authority of stot. Low to doprlvo tho plalntif.f and tho class 

it roprosonts of tho indocia, onaraotcr, rlghts, priviloaos and 

immunltios of Nntlcnnl cit1zonship ,~ .. r.:intood w'ldor tho p,~d,rnl 

Cmstltutlon oncl 111or0 pnrticulnrly .urtlcl !I rnd r,tum•n~onts 1, 

13, l!f on d 1.5. 

xv. 
Plointiff is ntitlvd t, en,\ sooks illlll-,c1!1.lt.J O.nd i.do

quoto roli:if from this Court. Tho scat cf Hississ ippi has 

thr~~ton.,J pro1npt and Jff<.1ctlv,, e;nforcomont, tbl•1.,ut,ih contmnpt 

citatlons, of thlij St t1J Court; injunction. Mon,bors, officors 

.:.ncl friends of T!:"o 1-'.lssissippi Frooclom numocr,tic Party t1;r..1 

f,urful ~h!lt thoy will bo J~ilod for tho1r political octivitiJB, 
1 l.nclucin,; th,:iir curr nt uffort, unrhrwi.y un a wide scnlo, to 

chollon~,; 1;).o Misslssi ,1Ji Cun ;r saion· 1 <.lolog.::.tlon u.ndor Title 2 

use S 201 ond 226. Thls ell 11.ng::i is duu to bo 111cdo n,c.imb,;r 

3rd, 1964 ond m:iy well r sult in thu ~rr;st ;,ncl imprisonmont of 

porsons socking to th, rcby oxcrt rights und<,r F dor!l) L::rw. 

XVI. 

Tho 0ntiro conco[)t of fr:i., spo'.Jch as prot ,ctoJ by th, 

http://should.be


5. 

Fil's-c i.111-n011<:.nt of i:ho Constitucion of thu Unitan stut,)s is oncl.angor

otl by this in,Junotion u:1loss: 

1. ~his Court issues~ t mporary r~stro.ln1nc ardor prohibitin~ 

ntl fcrbictdia(i tho ,nforoonon~ by tho dJfwauonts of thu st:::.tv 

court iujunctiur! ol' Novombc.r 19th, 196!;.; 

2. This Oyurt th II proccocts to I.ssuv & prollJ,'tino.r-y injunction 

njoI.ni.n_. .,hJ ;:info1•oarnont b;y th-i acf ndo.nts of tho sr.ld 5tnt, 

ccu.rt !njunctio11 of l-lcv ,mb'lr 19th; o.n 

PJ!'111 n,mt d clc.rot;ory Jud,.:;om,nt 

un:l-l-!' 28 IJSC 1 2:::01 n' 2202 findinc~ bh:, aaiJ stat Oc.irt 

lnjuncl;;lon n,l11-, vo"i Wld of no .rr-,ct !'or th:> r_nsi;;ns sob 

f rl;h bov -n 1 Pvrl'lnnonlly onjolnlr,r_; its ..,nforocmont by l;h,J 

.iofJn 1 ut.s, t,ho.Lr i::1,;o;:nts, cff ~oars n.d rnployoos or ony,,no 

,ctin,, in c me •rt wlth thJni. 

XVTl. 

"l ,1nt1ff has no od lqu·1t rem dy c.t low and s. ,a r ... lluf through 

oqulty undor tnc c nstituti~,n::l pr-ovis.i.ons one! st[4tutos horoinabovo 

citod and s t forth. 

11EEitEir'ORD:, pct 1 tion 1r prnys the;;- tho d ~l'c-nd::. nts hm•oin bo ,Jtily 

cltod ~nd sorvorl >•1th ~ cap:; or 1,his cor1pl::iirlt oncl bJ roquostocl to 

answer sam_ on,;i th1:it th~rc, lssu n:;,r:;ilri a t~L'lporary rostr::iinin~ Ol'<lol'I 

ox P'.:!1'~ ~n.i w.itil:>ut noc.c~ rostr lnin_. tho nrorc-..,mcnt b.[ tho ,:laf_n

d!:nts ,r tho Oil'i.:ult court 1.n,junctron 01' Novot'1b 1· 19, 1964; ::.nd thot 

rin:111:r, t;a• l tli.!.s c,,L..rt lssu ooccrtiln t.o l:'!w 

tory jud,:; m nt und~l' 2(1 'JSds 2201 n l 2202 finding thJ said st.to 

Oo11rt injunct.:ton null, void ant. f no ff ct f'or t;ho r osons sJt 

forth nb va nnd Porm-:u nbl-y unjulnin · ts ,mforcillllont by tho cbfcn

,ui.ts, o_fficurs und ,rnploy,JC.S r anyone :icting in con

cort with th,111. 

L. IL ROSc,l~TH,.t, 
Suit,J 406 
518 ~ s~ Capitol S~ru-0. 
,J:icki,r n, Hississippl 

SNITH, v1«L1'Z!!.R, JONES & P!!:EBLBS 
1006 3::.t•otm.) Bui l rJ in; 
blow OrlJtins, 1.,vulai::n'l 

By ______________ _ 

,.ui ::,Twi;R, 1.U1~STLJ.SR le ,.I!,OY 
$11 Pif'tL ,.v nu,, 
N w Y rk, N w York 

,. t1;ornfrys for P tit l ,nor 




