
~ lo Friends of SNCC and 1:1thc r c0r,.ta.;;t.,­

RE Freedom Democrat le Party Chat lenge 
FRCllil Betty Garman December 3, 196q 

What .follows br!low and on the next few pages is some sl1lllmary 
tnforrnaLlon on the Congressional Challenge. From no•,11 on 
you wl 11 rec~ lire ma! lings from Lhc Freedom Democratic Party 
offlc~ in Washington, D.C.: 

1353 "U" Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 
(202) 332-1732 

Questions about organizing for the c hal lcnge and a good deal 
of your in.formation and consultation should come from them. 
At the same time heoause we have th~ WATS line in Atlanta, 
Barbara Johcs and myself will lry t.o keep up with most things 
happening on the chat lcnge front so that we can answer q u,estl ons, 
relay requests, r.tc. But on the whole you should develop an 
ability t.o write letters t.o the FDP office in D.C. 

----------------------------------------------------------------
atGAN12AT10J OBJECTIVES FOO THF. f'RI::tDOM DEMOCRATICPARTY CHALi.ENG£ 

The challenge of tht seating of the representatives from Misslsslpp 
wit l fol low the sequence set. forth in the statute cove ring th is 
k~nd of challenge (Tille 2, USC 201-226.) Thls process requires 
the rc: inforccme nt or wid1:;spreai;\ popular and c ommun! ty support to 
ensur..: tl'1at the purely legal process is undergirded by an outside 
force, independent of the internal politics of the C:,ngress. This 
is going lo require a high degree of organization in strategic area 
which will have as !Ls goal: 

1. 'To disseminate t.o as wide an audience as possible the real lssuei 
and c:,nditions that arc at issue ln the chall1mgc. 

2. To ercat the kind of horue-town interest which will inflmince 
congrcssruen to support the ,;.hal h:ngc at thi.: various points wh,:,re 
this kind of support will be necessary in Congress. 

3. To build closer relationships bet.ween MFDP and notthcrn comrnunlt.: 
groups particularly the Negro community, trade unions, liberal 
and uivlc organizations. 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE 

The first atagc of activity will center around making certain thal 
as large a murnber of House mcrnbcrs as possible are educated lo the 
nature of the challenge and arc committed to lts support. Towards 
this end certain specific Jobs will have to be done within the 
next four weeks. 

a. A commiltee should be formed in Lhe local com'llunity to support 
the challenge really very quickly, certainly within two weeks of 
this meeting (Nov. 28). Jt should be composed of people willing 
to devote time and energy to working for objectives necessary 
to the challenge. These committees arc not envisioned as 
lulierh~ad or toaen groups consisting of prestige names and lill 
else. lndi•riduals who hold memb<"rships in civil rights groups 
trade unions and other organizations will probably constitute 
an important segmr:nt of the community, but the committee should 
not be viewed as a coalition of organizations but as a separate 
organiting commit.Lee of individuals. 

The first tasks of the committee will he: l. To contact the 
congress• ·n from their area and inform them of the cha! Lenge and 
their ln~crest Jn having the congressmen's support before December 
15th. 2. To organize a delegation to visit the Congressmen at 
home urging that he support the challenge or the attached rcsolutio· 
publicly before Langress rcconv,nes on January 4th. An appropriate 
form for pul>lkizing this support. must be devised. 3. To develop 
a campaign of let.t,ers, peliti ons, expressing support of the 
challenge to lhc '--?ngrcssman and to the House "ommittee on election• 
of the Adminislralion Committee and organizing public meetings and 
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rallies designed lo demonstrate community support for the project. 
rr your congressman supports the cha! tcnge you may want lo Invite 
him to spcal< at a mass meeling. 

SECOOD STAGE - (After Jan. 4th) 

Other valuable organizing devices might be employed depending on 
t.ho resources, and Individual support, t.hal lhc committee is ab!~ 
t!l muster. 

A. State mcnts from prominent local leaders i!l churchc::s and unions 
should be procured as parl of the camoalgn wilhin the c,mmunily. 
Most. of these l)C?plc wi 11 n?L part.icl pale in dl reel f?rms of 
pressure bul may be persuaded to support the chal lcngc in the 
press, letters t'-> Lhcir c".>nstltuents, or ii') public mcelings. 

B. A maJor fund raising acllvily might be planned in support of lhe 
chal le ngc. 

C. Arrangements f,;ir speaking cngagc·ncnts for members of t.hc F'DP 
to important local organizalions. A speaker will ~c available 
for mass meetings, union and civil rights affairs provided the 
lransportalion and expenses arc available fr,;im the sponsors (thls 
may vary). 

D. ConLacting lhu local prrss and acting as a llason for placing 
press statements in local papers concerning the development of 
the challenge. 

The cha 1 lcngc ls not. a ,short crm campa !gn ending tbn January L.th. 
with the convrn ing of \.:ongress. Up until that elate the <rrajor focus 
will be on the sending of delegations to the local Congressman 
indlvlclual contact by his constituents and at least one large 
public function. 

The permanent committc may need a program of more varied and 
prolonged acllvity after Janua~v 4th if the local Congressman 
is not wllling Lo take a position before tic Initial battle on 
opening day of Congress. 

The MFDP seeks Its own rr la ll ?nship wl Lh northern and other so11thc-rn 
based communJly or9ar.lzations. Litcralurc concerning lhc chall<nge 
will be provided for use in local commun!lies. After January 4th 
another c?nf,-rcnc1:, wi 11 be ca lied t, eval uat.c expc rdcnces and to 
discuss straLegy for the ne:xt slal!lc of Lhe chall<Jnge. 

WHAT YOl.l SHOULD ASK YOUR CONGR':SSMAN TO 00 

1. Support. Lhc Chal lcngc of the MisslssippJ Freedom "cmocratic Party 
2. C0-<tulhu1· a F<t!x·ne::;::; , ""?lullon re<tdlng "" .fol tow,;; 

11 Be it resolved that pending the final decision of the House 
in the c,nLest and c hal lcngcs to tl1c seals from Mississlpp• no 
person claiming those seals sl1al I b,:: al lowed t? take Lhc oalti 
unlil this contest or challenge is decidcr<,I by the House." 

3. To. vole £.or the Rosol ut lpn in- 112 11 e!::,ova. 
~. To vole to r.:quest a rol I cal I vote on all .issues concerning t.he 

challenge Including the Fairness rcs:>lul!on and the final vote 
on the cha I I• nge. 

It ls quite possibl~ tl1al your Congressman will n~1. br, wit linq to do 
alt of the four above things. They arP llsLcd In the probable order 
of g rea tcs L "uppor t for t.he cha l lcngc. In other words, if ynur 
Congressman is wil I ing to agree to "1 11 then it follows that he shoul 
be wil Jin to agree to all four, etc. etc. 

Be sure to keep a carcf'.ul report of your interviews, noting those 
points your congressman docs 'll' docs not support and exactly •.11hal 
he has committed himself to do. Also n'.ltc qucsllons which you were 
unable to answer so that our FDP representatives In Washington can 
fol low up. After your interc.rlcws are over, send r, nor ls to the FOP 
in Washington, c/• Lawrence Guyot or Jan Goodman. 




