
J 

I 

• I 

/~,vJ.A~.i/L 

~'IHAT IS THE: STT.JDENT VOICE? 

-,~i.tGEJ ( £{.0 '~ 

~i '---:-T1~ 'S fJ c c. 
WHO DECIDES ITS CONTENT? WHAT SHOULD TIE VOICE 

BE? 

The first question should have recti._, "What is the relationship 

of the Student Voice to SNCC?" However, the fact sheet on the Student 

Voice" gives the information that I vras seeking. 

The paper states, 11 At present, the Student Voice is a twice-monthly 

newsletter, that is primarily a house-organ for SNCC. It prints news and 

feat ure articles about S~.1CC STAFF HEMBEF.S A~ID THEIR ACTr.TITIES. It also 

serves as a vehicle for fund-raisin[; and the sale of SNCC materials 

(i .e. ~cords, poste rs) and as a means of leeting both lncal people and 

groups 211d individuals i c: the North and South know what is happening 

in the ;-:,ovement across the South." Considering t te.t the fact sheet in-

dicate.s t hat the cl:ief staff of the Voice consists of one person and 

limited equipment, the inadequacies ~hich I should like to JCint nut 

are understandable. Barri~g the fact that some consideration is being 

given to expandinc the ccntent cii.' the Voice , I feel a constructive appraisal 

is in order. 

_:._s a vehicle f or fund-rai si ng·, -th:=; Vo ice :-:1ay very well serve its 

purpose. 

vekicle for informi~:q staff, as I f eel some publi cation of the organization 

should, it has failed again. I feel that, as a vehicle for local 

people, the language is not in the most understandable form. Perhaps 

this is a problem for spe~if;i.c.....proj9Qt orp;;;oas. I agree vii th an expan-

in content of the Voice, but it also seern.s to me t hat adequate staff 

has t o be secured t o make expansion possible. 

I f eel 'that the staff needs a newsletter, or some stablilized form 

corrnunication covering programming in project areas; it should be 

(')~ more eX!la.nsivs than the Vvats Line reports. I fe el that t his can take 

part of the b'irdsn off the Voice staff. By expanded the Voice to include 

more articles of, i.e., articles vmich are submitted to the national 

news media, by using language and explanation calculated to reach our 

deprived areas, and by devising more systematic way of gathering naws, 

the Voice could serve the remainder of the SNCC constituency. 

I feel that . the Voice staff must decide its content, knowing of 

course, that they will work in the broad framework of staff desires. 

In SWTh~ary, I feel that the Voice should have a more educational nature. 

I feel that staff education can be covered by either a newsletter or 

some o£her means of dissemiP-ating the much and varied printed matter 
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that ernarultes from SNCC ;l ~ject areas. 

WHAT IS OUR POLICY ON PAPERS DISTRIBUTED BY PROJECTS? 

The more I think of this question that I raised, the more I feel 

that there cannot and should not be a rigid policy governing project 

papers; I feel that rather I am not aware of any existing policy. I feel 

that vre must place our confidence in project directors. I feel that we 
-. 

can say no more than that they must take a ~art in shaping their own lives 

and pointing out ebstaeles to that full participation in life. 

Silas Norman, Jr. 
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