
Position Paper Rev. Tom Brown 

Understanding that there are many problems and questions 
in SNCC. I feel that I should deal with the core of the prob­
lem and this is, our true dedication, seriousness, honesty, 
and moral and responsibility to the cause of Freedom and to 
every human being, not only to the Ne g ro in the South, but to 
every human being that is in slavery. I'm not saying that we 
are fighting to liberate Cubans from under t h e Communists or 
to l i b erate the South Africans from under their oppressors ~ 
physically as if we were over there fighting in their revol­
ution, but that we are exemplifying a true revolution of hu­
man beings t h e result being happiness and freedom with that 
tactful weapon of non-violence and love • . But let me rem~nd 
you t hat in every revolution men have died fi ghting with arms 
and whatever othe r physical weapons that were useful and they 
in turn were dedicated, serious, and morally strong in giving 
their lives and tak ing liv es for their cause, 

Today we a re fight i ng in a revolut ion wi th odds g reatly 
against us , for all we have bo offer are our bodies, our heart s 
and our minds , our s tre nghh , and t h e respect that i s due to 
those we are figh t i n g for. With odds as great as they are we 
h ave shocked the world with our success, but I asked, have we 
been successful? 

For the time I have been in SNCC I have seen individuals 
play with the feelings of others. I have seen individuals 
mock the beliefs of other individual, I have seen individuals 
in t he organ i zat i on i~~orally use each other for for self 
g ratif i cation. I have seen us . disregard respect to each other 
as we ll as to the fema le element in our organization. I have 
XBHN been seated in meetings and hwe listened to us ridicule 
our wh it e b rothers due to our own pet ty pregudices. I've 
watched us take the beliefs of people and use them to bring 
s uc cess to our movement and then sat back and ridicule those 
who believe and whp seriously aided us in the struggle for 
freedom. After a ll t his, I have asked mysel f , what are we 
fighting fo r? Are we fighting to bring a social ·change to 
hare people living in harmony a nd t o b r ing abo ut a just and 
a nd honest government , or are we fighting to b ring about a 
change in fo l kw ays, mo res and morals fo r our own self grat­
ification. 

Toda y , before SNCC can move any farther, we must change 
our attitudes , we must b ring ded ic ation , hone s ty and set our­
selves on some firm principles, for if not, we will crumble 
as great countrie s did ana as or g an iz ations are doing. I'D 
like to say this, "as much as I disag ree with the Black Mus­
lims, I can 't but he lp to notiue the p rinciples and standards 
t hat they uphold whi ch has made them strong, e ven though we 
say that they a r e not do ing anything , but at the same t ime ~ 
pe op l e are coming into t heir fold because of their p rinciples 
a nd standar0s. 

We can c ompla in about deciai on mak ing, prog rams, affili­
a ti ons, p osition h oldings , and the Black and '."ih .ite issue, but 
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until we know what we are as the Student Nonviolent Coordin­
ating Committee and dedicate ourselves to that cause and give 
due respect, we will never be able to lead, program, and make 
decisions for people. We will never be able to lead people 
who have beliefs in something besides themselves when we yet 
have no beliefs. For when times come that we are not able in 
our own great selves to solve a problem(and that day will come) 
we will lose because we have nothing to lean on and in that 
time the people whom we are fiahting with and mocking will see 
us as we are, a bunch of radical, frustrated, scare9-,immoral 
and selfish indivifuals. 
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