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I;. I&!L students came to Millssissippi to assist the la\vyers by doing the paperwork and foot
uork necessa_r~J to collect the fac ts surrounding arrests . 

fro:files of ~ y- o·-,.-:- structur~ ,..,ere n;a de in some cormnunities, identifying the seats of 
economic· ~~er and the central political figures (not necessarily t he holders of the 
hig)1est offices: an example of dual povrer structre i s Canton, Miss ., ,..,here not the may
or but his assistant. and not the public attorney but his assistant, are the influen
t ial. poopl e) .. 

III.~k Community froject consi sted of t >vo separate efforts, both ut ilizing only vlhite 
, : .2·..; v.rorkers {es peci ally southerners). Identifying Hi th one of these efforts hinders 
a tv-orker i n t he othe r (in Jackson , for instance, the Hhite middle class is reported to 
fee:l. almost a.s much animosity touard poor u:1ites as tm·rard Negroes). 
A. Poor uhit.es are appr oached uith some sort of anti-poverty program and Hith t he i dea 

that segregco;tion is a divide-and-conquer tactic used by the vreal thier Hhites . Some 
COFO yorkers i denti fied themselves as AFL-CIO organi zers and attempted (unsuccess
fUlly) to form shrililpers 1 unions on the Gulf Coast • 

. B., }fiddle class ~~ ~1ave c~en or coul d be approached by 1-1hite COFO 1-1orkers in bro 
1-xays . both or 1vhici1 are a misal location of energy if not actually harmful to the 
100vement. according to a large portion of the Negro staff: 
1. hite COFO 1mrka rs meet t,·rith local vrhites and try t o b reak t he image that t hey 

a r e beatniks . For example, tlw Hhites and a Negro >-Tent to Ole :t-1iss to meet \·lith 
a sociology class on invitation from the professor; on his recommendation t he 
~1egro uaited (at a . gas station) tvhil e the others ~·Tent to the campus . 

2. :'bite C.OFO Horker s ha-,e had dealings 1-rith moderate organizations in Mississippi t 
and could substanti :-~lly assist these organizations, according to John Par kman (a 
summer volunteer) , if they ~-rould avoid identifying themselves v1ith COFO: 
a . lti.ssissippi Council on Human Relations t a state1-li.de organization that is inte·

grated and has ~~lpcd COFO indirectl y by establishing the right to hold inte
grated meetings in sc:::1e areas of l1ti.ssissippi. I ts mailing list of 2000 pro
vides COFO Hith names of people Hho can be trusted in communities all over 
the state. 

b. Mississippia:o.s for Pv.blic Educaticn, mothers uho are hardly l iberal but \"Tho 
press for cm1plio.ncc Nith the lau rather than t he closine of school s t hat are 
desegregat ed (fcur school districts introduced desegr egation in September, 
1964) . They uant to prot ec t their OHn children by requesting calm. 

·.Tork by COFO vhites Hith l ocal -vrhites (middle cl ass especiall y ) is critici zed Hi thin 
COFO from t Ho points of viC::~.,: 
first: eommunicatio:1 ~-ritll southern t-rhites about civil rights does not become r ealis

tic enough to be i~€::levant to the movement unless Negroes are present. Talking 
by irhi tes 1-ri th Hhi t Gs cc?.n hurt the Negro popul ation 1 s trust i n COFO and a an mal<e 
the local. Hhitcs th:i..nl~ that COFO people are Hilling to compromise. Also it can 
alloH local uhites to lie to neT.-T northern volunteers about t he local situation 
because there i s no l ocal Negro present to challeng e t heir statements. This sort 
o f useless tal king sould b9 l eft to 11 t ea and cooky 11 gr oups like the NAACP. 

second: ;~ny u ork to crGate moderates among t he tvbites Hho are economically benefit
ting from the systE:::l Jr.oclific:;s the r evolutionary situation that not-1 exists and in
creases the NGg!'o : s tc~nptation to compromise himself and accept a place in the 
s ystem. 

IV. federal E,roq;ram~ Hork wc>.s dc;n e in four tmms and coordinated by Jackson office. The 
projects in t he four to'•J:1S d_-i_ffered because t11e basis of all SNCC ~·TOrk is ~ r espond ~ 
~needs Q1. tl1Q. £,9JU!1l.ll@!·.:L• Acti vities were of t Ho sorts : ~ . hel pil'_lg t he Negro c~mm';l
nity discover and utilize a vaiJ.able f ederal funds and orgam .. ze for ~ts own econom~c ~n
dependence and self-suf:Licic:1cy; B. investigating a nd exposing to 'dashington discrimi
nato~J practices in agenc~eG that depend on federal money. In Canton the summer volun
teers set out fi r st to es tablish loca l organizations t hat 1-rould be abl e to continue the 
study of federal programs on their own after the summer. 
A. Local organizations 
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·1. Farm~' Leagues Here formed , one· in Hadison County (Canton), and pl anned for 
other countieSCparticularly Denton) . R.lral Neg r oes in Hississippi are faced 
uith an average income of $600 a yea r (a s oppos ed to ~1000 a year for urban Ne 
g ro~s) , and uith Ct.ncreasing mechanization and crop diversification (from cotton 
to soy beans, com , cattle, etc .) . The lily -uhite local committees of t he Depart
ment of J~griculture 1 s Agricultural Stabilization Conservation Service decide in 
the •·;inter on the 11acreage allotment 11 for each farm, and t~1en sometimes change 
ti1eir minds in t he spring after seeds .have already been planted and fertilized, 
orderin5 the farmer to ploH unde r perhaps half of the seedli ngs he has planted 
at his oun expense. Farmers 1 Leagues spread information about services such as 
the follmring : 
a. i.L'he ASCS uill map anyone's l and and say -vrhat kind of fertilizer should be used. 
b. Social Security returns may be deducted from a s har ecropper ' s earnings all his 

.life and yet never be deposited in his account in .iashing:ton. .Any one can pi ck 
up a card (at all banks ) to send to las hinton to find· out how much is in his 
·account. If the money is n ot being ctepos ited, t he employer is subject to a 
minimum of t•,lo years in prison and a fine of $1000 . 

c. Cheap short-term loans (for getting through. the l ast months befor pick;i.ng time) 
are available from the Farmers Home Administration. Most farmers borroH at 
high interest rates (such a s 7~ ) from the man \vho ovms the· land they lV'ork. 
Segregationist FHA agents came to expl ain their .programs to a church full of 
Negro farmers in l1adison County, uhile in a nearby county Negroes have been 
thrmm out of t he FHA office. 

The Hadison County ·Farmers League had 125 dues-paying members and a mailing list 
of )6o. They are building a cooperative grain storage bin. Local leadership was 

·soon directing the League , and the COFO uorkers 1·rere f ree to tum to other things . 
2~ ~Chamber Q.f. Q_ommer £..e_ -vras established in Canton. A speaker from the Negro 

C of C in Jackson gave advic e on hoH to pass t he civil service examination. A 
speaker from the Small Business Administration office in Jackson met with the 
group at the best Hegro restaurant i..l'l Canton and -vrould not touch water or food, 
but he came and he spoke . 

3. ~ soo:gerat:iJ@tt. ~c!. ShQ.PPill&. centgr_ is being set up in Canton. Faced witi1 t he 
problem of incorporating , the group had access to an expert Los Angeles corporate 
l auyer Hbo :·ras ..vorking 'Hith COFO i.:1 Jackson. 

B. Investigation of f ederal agencies in Canton 
1. Health, Education, and Jelfare 

a. The segregated library is supposed to set up a bookmobile service for the Ne
gro community, but there is none. The library's providings even for the whites 
are abysmal. 

b. The county hospital (built with funds provided by the Hill-Burton tlct, and 
therefore r equired to not <iisc riminate either in service or in hiring)· has air
conditioning for the white floor but not for t he Negro floor. The Negro doctor 
in tmm is not a llowed to use the fac ilities of the hospital for his patients, 
and has to send them to another county. Tl1e doc tors from the Hedical Committee 
\iere able to get into che hospital to see t he fac ilities. It has happened in 
some areas of Hississ ippi t hat vrhen neH Hill~J3>J.rton hos pitals Here inspected 
by a6ents from ..rashington t he Har.ds Here long unbroken halls; then partitions 
(of concrete) tvere ~-'1s orted. It. .~.s very difficult for Negroes to secure ad
mission to the Hadison County Hospital. The Neg ro unit of the I"iarshall County 
Hospital has 12 beds (for a i~':3g l'O population of 22 ,000). 

c. The County Health Cl~.nics are ·supposed to provide pre- and post-natal care. 
Mid~Iives do more for t heir ~::ttients in some respects because they come sooner 
to deliveries and stay longer . A COFO work8r in examining a midwife's instru
ment bag found a rusty nail file, 

c... The school lunches are often t he only balanced meals t he children get (some 
families have only enough clothes so that. t he children can trade off and go to 
school on alternate days, or once .. or tHic e a 1veek) . The school lunches are in
accessible to most of t he Negro children most of the year, because they cost 
the same as they do in the north (25 ¢ apiece). The program is supposed to pro-
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vide free lunches to all children vrhose families are on tvelfare, but in Ben
ton County no free lunches are given (except rarely) to cl1ildren Hho do not 
cut classes in order to ~vork in the kitchen for about an hour before t he meal 
and another hour afterHards--this "is not arranged according to need. The ten 
Hho request it first are the ones uho go to the kitc hen to work. 

2. .7ec;_eral ·:ousing 
All the people in the Negro housing project in Canton vrere told that they Hould 
be evicted if they t alked to a COFO vrorker at t heir door. The woman uho became 
the secretary of the Freedom Democ ratic Party there had her rent doubled immed
iately. 

3. The post office in Canton has been delivering packages opened and not reHrapped 
·t l1is falL There Here instances during the summer of' mail havmng been sent and 
never received. 

4. The FBI taps all SNCC and Friends of SNCC telephones. 

The workers in a facto~J in Canton held a vote for or against organizing a union, and 50 
· _of__ t he, 52 'l.fho voted yes were fired. 

According to the U. C. student t-tho \vorked on Federal Programs in Canton, going south is 
the· beginning of your education. 

.· 

.· 

··. ·:.:. .. ~ . 

• :. t . • 

• . f 

-· ~ . . ~ 


