
.SNC~ West Coast Regional Confe rence • •.. Sunday Workshop •• •• Nov . 1Jth-15th 
Graduate Stud ~nts and Researchers 

Possibilities for initiating research related to the civil rights 
moveme nt. 

A. The research bureau department or the Atlanta St udent Non-violent 
Coordinating Committee should be stimulated and encouraged to become a 
bank and a · clearing ·house lor all studies relating ·to the problems or the 
Negro in both ·, the North · and the South. It could ' coordinate and make 
available research do ne in this ·area at universities, by independent organ
izations(such as associat ion for the ·study o! Negro Iife and History in 
Washington, "U. C.} : .. 

B. Friends of SNCC Groups •should set up . their own r esearch bureaus 
which would compile . st udi es made in their respectiv~ communities - an~ tap 
and distribut e. the :>:"esourc es of the central bureau·. 

C • . Committed : students · on ·all levels· must press for the creati on of 
courses on all aspects of Negro History in their r espective instituti ons • 
In the state or California the state and Junior colleges (Oakland City 
College, San ··Jose Sta te) · seem to be further advanced in this direction 
than other college~ a nd universitie s . 

u~ · Extensive negro bibliog~~phies must ·be : compiled and distributed to 
public libraries, ·all school libraries, Freedom Schools. The American 
Council -of Learne d Societie s has on microfilm all n egro .· newspapers since 
the early :l9th century . 

E. Libraries must be-encouraged to build their Negro . History collections. 
F~ · Students must push lor opening up possibilities to do undergrad uate 

and - ~raduatec~ork · i~~§~I J a~ij~~ : g~' - ~egtb ~Hi§bo~y ah~-eontem~brarj Negro 
oblems ~hich are in any way relevant to their cou~ses. This work can 

used · subseque ntly by them and by the Civil Rights Movement. Money 
must be made available to take advantage o! Negro Research Facilities 
in th.~ ... ~9-~.t. .• __ {Ua:rv<'!.:rd U., Ho~'lard U. ) • · . · · 
I:L Examples of and suggestions fo r specific" types of research in ·various 
field.s: . 

A .. :. ... EX·ampie·s o·f · t~-ro--di· rec t ly ef'fec·ti ·v-e stua·i-e·s ... ·. - -·· · ·· . ·- -···· 
1. Report on The Negr o in American History Textbook~ : -· a · p~nel - ij f 

professors !rom the Unive~sity of California reviewed texts and issued 
this report based on their work to the Department of Education at Sacra
mento. Th~ Department of Edttcation adopted the report which was then 
circulated at the expense of the state to principals, guidance people, 
other school administrators. An advisory board of these same professors 
was constituted to review texts and make recommendations to publishers. 

2. Report on The San Francisco Civil Rights Trials was compiled 
by a group o! univer;Ity student s on the basis of legal historical re
search and comparative contemporary studie s . They found the sentences 
handed down in the San Francisco Civil Rights Trials to be worse than 
those handed d own in the South or in New York. This report was circulated 
to state and City politicians (among them Mayor Shelley) and to Religious 
groups in the Bay Areu. Partly as a result of the impact of the report 
the trials wer e stopped . 

B. Suggestions fo~ further specific research: 
1. Research 011. coi·1t emporary society 

a. research to be us ed as <:>. '~eapon in direct action . Floyd 
Hunter 1 s book on Community Power Structure- ( se e attached 
bibliog raphy ) is a n example of a type of study needed as 
the basis for specific action. Prag matic quest ions should 
be posed. Particular problems (such as the Civil Rights 
Trial s ) should be focused on. The facts gathered must be 
incorporated into some sort of tactical framework . 
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~esearcb to be us ed a s a to ol for self-analy s is : focus . on 
~be Civil Right s Mov ement. What is the n a ture of the rela
t ions betwee n Civil Rig ht s leaders and community lead~rs? 
What is the organizati onal structure of various civil rights 
g roups? Are tactic s transplanted from the 'south to the _north . 
Talid? Wbat should be the pre~ent direction of the move
ment (more political?) • How can goals be maintained . wi T.'l- ., · 
out compromise 'd thin a new thrust? 
Programmatic Aid Research: seek to 
in w~ich you want to work. Who are 
eivil rights movement does not want 
ou~ sid er . 

und erstand the community , 
lead e rs etc.? The 
to be considered an 

..._ :. 

2. A.reas for Historical Research 
. a. Roie - and importance of the 19th century: Persistent images : 
I 

and myths ( such as "The dark days of re c onstruction '"hen 
the _ negros were given responsibil i ty") must be analyzed and . 

~ r~~i sed in light of new material . The coincidence of further 
:.sup'pression of the negro and territorial e xpansion could be 
studied. -Also, the implementation of the Civil Rights Act 
of' 187 5 • 

-! .. 

• . '. f ; :·· ; 
b. · Historical Research in the period after 1890 has been· over

looked. The relevanc e. of the Populfl$-1! :t-Iov ement to cor tern- ,. ;• ;: ._ 
porary civil ri ghts problems is on e · important field. ..·· ·; · .. 

c. The relation of African History to ~egro History must be . 
. . :; rdeveloped. . .. , ... 

J. ·: · T&eJ·field of literature should be explored. The Negro Author 
, • I L. 

b~ ye~n?~ ~oggins is an excel~ent base st~dy • 
• - ;._, tl . • l > . . . 

RESEARCH OF THE SORT DESCRIBED IS I MPORTANT TO ALL ASPECTS OF THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS NOVENENT . 
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