
SNCC West e rn Regional Conference •.. November 14 and 15 ••• Workshop Report 
Saturday: Campus Workshop on Political Pressure in Be half of the 

~outhern Movement 

F~nding and organizing p e opl e for p6liti6al action : Use people active 
n local voter registration d rives. If these p e ople are .. organize_d to ·'s ome 

extent, they can be c6ntacted to write l e tters or send wi~es to legislators 
at important times~ COO RD INATE , through pr e 6inct work , ~ifferent groups 
working for the same 6r similar political issues. There ihbuld be an atmos­
phere of genera l cooperation amon g p olitica l action g roups · that oth0rwise 
might be one of competition . Is s ue s such as Proposition 14 will b~{~~ out 
many people l-lho 1vill work in some way for _ fpe move ment or· -,~h·o may·-· have key 
political conta cts: thes e people sho uld be c on t ac.ted and recruited~ Off_ices 
su<:h as Democratic campaig n · headqua rt e rs and No on 14 have mailing .. list·s you 
shppld get a nd . use~. : ~he organit~tion which went irito the fi ght against .' Pro-
pos;i,tion 14 should not : just ' disint e g rate after the election . . · .. ; 

Public Educatio~: This ~ :l'nclude s such a ctivit e s as canvassing, radio programs 
_4nd ~~Slic disc*ssio~~ ~~d m~ etings : work with people active in similar . 
politic~l ·· ~r6gra~s, arid issue s will accent each other . SNCC pebple can 
speak effectively in programs c e nt e red a round Democratic candidates or, for 
example, No on . l4. The conclu~ion was that people interested in similar 

. . .. . I ... : , 

is~de~ can ~o · a · k~~at deal to h e lp each other. 
. . . . . : •. : ;... . . 

III. Reaching Congressmen, legislator s , politicians: Organize people to 
write letters. Some letters ar e more effective than others: two s ug g estions 
for effective letters wer e a) the 11 I voted for you, but I won 1 t again unless 
.You---- 11 type; and, b) letters from people representing groups or people who 
will vote somewhat as a bloc~on definite issue s, such as Negro communities. 
~--t~s are important, from repres e ntatives of your group to legislators--­
specially if you can set up a meeting throug h someone personally c los e to 
hat legislator, and preferably have him attend the meeting with you. Work 

with people who have contac t s with politiciahs: there kr o endless possibil ­
ities here . One example discussed was the Parents Group formed in Los Angeles 
of people wi th sons and daughters in Nississippi as volunteers. Many of 
these people are influential in different circ l es , and this group exerted 
enough pressure to be a real fo r ce in getting the California Democrat ic 
resolution to support the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party . Students 
often und erestimate their power to affect legislation and government action . 
Find and work with students from your . campus who have done work for politic­
ians now in offi ce: these peopl e frequently have valuable conta cts with 
l egisl ators, 111ho may be willi ng to do them a political "favorsr, knolving that 

· these are the people who work for them at election time . Campus groups can 
11 infiltrat e 11 congressional d istricts of not-so-friendly congressme n and then 
~e in a position to wield some press ur e . Don·'t dismiss as hopeless college 
student government leaders or your college newspaper. Liberals ca n be found 
in thes e g r oups too, and they can do effective work. 
Students can circulat e petitions and ta lk in behalf of ,~ for example, the 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party in coopera ti on with Young Democratics, 
Y.S.A. 's, and other liberal groups. 
An often untapped source of valuable support can be found among liberal 
members of the faculty. Professors \vho have signed advertis ements such as 
the anti-HUAC ones \vill probably help with SNCC support . Fac ult y members 
are r espected, valued members of the community: the pre.ssure they can bring 

o bear is considerable and should never be overlooked. 

Economic pressures, or the outside-the-syst em political arena: 
One thing students should do is investi gate the trustees of their college . 
These people are often involved in complex business and financial structures 
which are powerful in the South. An excel l ent outline on what can be done 
to get to the sea~s of power can be f ound in J ack Minnis' excell ent The 



' - . 

. ' 
Cnre t'.r.d Fe~ i_J:lf.; of P,n.rer ::S.t'ruc t ure s. The article is printed in ~Uni ver ·· 
it v Thou ~ . summe r 1964; or reprints can be o btained from Student s for 
Uc~?cratic _ Soc i ety or the ~~CC _ Bay Area Re gion a l Offic e , 584 Page Str ee~ , 

a n lran c i~co. The ~ r t i c l e was . highly recomme nd ed by resource people and 
seve~ai .. others who h ad .re a d i t; :Th e problem of the college truste es r elates 
'to man'y · political . ac ti.on and p:cessure i ss ues, as . can b e observed in Ca~ 's 

__ Fr ee. s·~~ech f.IovemEmt .• t his also . comes down to th,e basic que stion of who 
contiolls . t~e Univ e rsity: ~n is ~ ue which many, many students can be . organi-
z ed abo'u t'. ' . ' . ·. ' ' 

V. ' .F:oreig~~-. St~d~nts : a re a g roup 1.10t to be overlooked. In many cases, they 
\Je~e ch~~e~ : be6~ts e ~h ey are peqple w~o ~ill, in a _few y ears, be near {he 

• • • . I • • , • i ) I • • • 

d ccision.:..m a.l<=i&.1g ._ po~le rs . These a:r;q often students who l ook to SNCC as the 
' . . . ' . . ·.'' . . ; . . " ' " 
gro up · to br ::. ng· a bout; the revolut i o n c There were ~tud ent sympathy demon-

. s~rat{~~~ in ' Eu~pP~- over the death~ .: 6 f . t~e thr ~e civil ~ights ~orkers : in 
Nissi s s i ppi l a st SLUilme:c - - s tuden·ts ' are interested a ll over the world . This 
fur the:c·.points up the nee~ for ~w~r e nes s , in t h e United States; of student~ 
the t they ar ~ an · i mp or tant gr o~p, ~ho can ·exe rt a great deal 6f .'pressu~e and 
politic a l power if they are int ~lli~entlj . or ganizad . ·' · 

~ • I f ~ f. , t. ~ • 

The f~.nal c oncenst:.s • o f' t!:\(.; ~vorks hop was to support a resolution to reti.lt:rr : .' 
to their r e spective campuses and mobili~e s tuden ts to support the sout~~i~ : 
rnova~a~t - and tho Ni~sissi ppi Freedom Democratic Party. 
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