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eport. o.f Workshop on Forming New SNCC Groups on Carripus 
. . 

. . - 1here are _f our mai n functions of campus Friends of SNCC groups : 
1 } education - to -make knovm the program of SNCC, to keep the ca.t11pus 
informed. of' the current situation in the South, 2) fund and supply 
raising - money, clothes, ·food, etc ., 3) support through letters, t .ele
gramsl etc.. ·- - to pres§ure congressme11, city, state, and national leader s 
f'qr po]itical action, and 4) recruiting - - to recruit workers f or surruner 
projects . . 

· ~he pr oblems of forming new groups were discussed. Si~ce some 
trouble crccurs on some campus as a result of ''reservations" apout SNCC 
on the part of the administratio~ , the group need not be named ·official 
ly Frie·nds of SNCC. The drive now is for r ecognition of SNCC , but 
if it :iLs a choice between having an "unofficial" SNCC gr oup _or not 
having any group naturally we would urge the f ormation of a group 
under a b'·ne~tral ?, title , such as. Civil Rights Club , Students f or Rae i al 
F.qual±.i!:..y,-,. etc. We decided that it would be best to have t he group "on 
campus'" if possible f or t his facilitates the distr.ibuti on of i nforma ·
tiom and leads to a greater availability of resources . If t here ar e 
otherF.l'iends of SNCC _gr oups i n the area, i . e. local , no¥1 eollege groups , 
it is. adv.ised that the grou:r.s keep i n close contact with each other 
It is important to have an 'of fice )" even i f it is just a room i n some
one's home . 

Actually, all a gr oup need do to become a Friends of SNCC gr oup is 
to write to SNCC Head--1uarters : Raymond St . N. W. , At~anta , Georgia . They 
will then be placed on the . mail i 11g list. 

Groups in small a r eas should try to e~tablish contact with a large 
city group t o f acilit ate the sending of food ; clothing , books , etc . to 
Mississippi. However , the small groups can send their donations directly 
to Mississippi if they want to 

If any gr oup or club wishes to he lp SNCC, they can get information, 
newsl~tters, etc . from Atlanta. 

The best way to mobilize a group , e ither on a campus or in a commun·· 
ity, is to have someone in Mississippi. This immediatel y makes SNCC . 
"everyone 's business . " 

It was suggested that new groups try to have a member who works for 
the campus newspaper , f or one of the . best means of carrying out the 
"educational ob .iect i ve" of SNCC j_s to have articles on Mississippi run 
in the newspaper regularly. It is also advisable t o have a member of 
the student council who will be sympathetic, for your activit i es will 
have t o be approved by the coun8il. 

It is also good t o i.nvol ve faculty members in the group, either 
officially or unofficially. They will provi de a "buffer" between the 
group and any external pressure a nd can also heJ.p out by giving l ectures 
relating their specific fields to the situation i n the South. The campus 
ministry should also be i nvolved if possible . 

It was brought out that SNCC is operating exclusively in the South . 
To avoid stepping on t oes , r esulti ng in a loss of funds for Mi ssissippi} 
it is vital that SNCC groups be discouraged from t aking part i n local 
direct act i on movements or local political issues . Certain ir:dividual 
members of the SNCC group can participate in any of these things, out 
SNCC should not do so officially . 



Some people felt that an "umbrella organization'' might be advisable 
in campuses where there is no other. civil rights group. Thus all such 
organizations as CORE, NAACP, etc. might be i ncluded. The problems this 
leads· t.o , however, are a diffusion of effectiveness( power ) and coordi na-· 
tion , a.ID.d a lack of common goals within the group. . If you try to 
please: everybody, you end up pleasing nobody . ) 

. i~·mother :problem discussed was the possibility of the emergence of 
a Small group of ''hyper active" people within the larger group. This is 
a com.moll] oc·currence and can mean the disintegration of the large group. 
It is i..In:portant to keep all members involved in decision making. There 
should_ fue wlenty of work to keep ever yone involved, thus avo iding a 
"coup'' lhy a small clique . . 

· Fr f .ends o f SNCC groups have many resources available for rais ing 
funds amd arousing the general public to concer n f or the Civil Ri ghts 
Movement~ College groups will play an important role in the general 
success of' the movement ; for they can provide the education, the f unds , 
the: political pressure, and the actual workers for the Mississippi pro
jec.t . . 

. .1 . · 

'· 


