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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS OF 1964 IN LeCOiLB IISSISSIPPI AND AREA

Jan. 6,

Jan., 10,

Jan, 16,

Jan. 22,

Jan. 27,

Jan, 31,

Cirele Inn night club on Hwy. 24 west burns to the ground
Previous frame tavern burned & number of months previously,
Hesidents of Sunny Hill Baptist Church area in McComb

had anlked the' Board of Suuervisors to eliminate sule of
beer in the are. by zoning. The new sheriff was one

of the group, as wus the church pastor.

Night riders fire shots into five Negro businesses and
homes in Burgland. These were Lddie Grocery, Carter's
Shoe Shop, South of the Border Cafe, Hollis VWells Grocery,
ond the Oliver Powell home - all on Summit Street.

Four Southwest Junior College students, Sims Callon, Dan
Bland, Jummy Goldman wnd £llis Leigh were charged with
melieious mischief, Sheriff R.R, Warren szid he believed
the youths were "pronking "

Baertown, a 330 acre zrexs ut the sourth end of MeComb,

a Negro community of 1,500 person, was de-annexed from

the eity. Selectmen Philip Brady, Herman Tuclter, «nd
William Smith and Mayor Burt voted in favor while Tom lia-
gruder, John White znd Earl lloliday jr. voted against.

The petition for the contraetion elaimed that convenience
and necesgity of the publie is required and would be served
by it.

attorneys for the Baertown residents eloim most of the
area is annexed in 1961 which the city intends to lceep

is inhabjted by white perions, and the de-annexation would
deprive the Buertown ‘people of effective participation

in the muniecipal affairs of the eity and thereby of the
right of free speech.

Crosses burned in front of lerge number of Negro churches
in Pike County by o well orpunized team of men in pick
up trucks, The ulaces cheosen were New Jerusalem and Hose
Hill Churches, & swvot on Hwy. 51 in Buertown, a Negro
school in Swnumit, & spot on old Holmesville Road, a shoe
shop in Berglund, the Enterprise-Journal office, the
editor's front lawn, ond sewven Negro churches in Imite
County. The burnings were announced to the Jackson
Clarion-Ledger the urevious day in the name of the Ku
Klux Klan. License numbers were obtained in some cases.

Louis iAllen, 44 year old Negro, shot to death at the en-
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tranee to his house on Hwy. 24 in amite County. He had
returned from visiting Mr. King, a white man. His brother
sald Allen had been subject to harrassment by the sheriff
since he had testified as a witness at the trial of E.H.
Hurst, ex Stute Legislator, who shot Herbert Lee, Negro
voter registration worker, In Liberty. Sheriff Jones,

who lives down the nighway from the Allen house, said

he did not think the G men would find the Negro-white
question a ruling Tactor, and that it was likely that
domestic and other such problems were the cause. The case
vwas probed by C.G, Prospere and other F.B.I. agents from
Natechez, snd by Nobert lloses and other civil rights rep-
resentatives, lrs, Allen and her family left hiississippi
immediately ufter the funeral of her husbund.

Fred A, Ross, chairman of the State Welfare Board said
the state ranks fiftieth in personal income and in wages
because "we have 900,000 millstones around our necks in
the form of negroes." He added, "These jungle savages
have not reached an equal point with us." He revealed
that the federal govermment pays 75% of welfare costs.
He said of the nation's press that, "they want us to mix
with this jungle filth that connot even support itself."

Two crosses burned in Magnolia, one in front of a Negro
pulpwood worker's home and the other in front of a Negro
rallrond worker's hone, Stite Senator Corbett Part-
ridge called on the ilississippi Legislature to talke steps
to "immediately get rid of Silver." This referred to
Prof, Jameg Silver of the Univ, ofiississippi, author

of Lississipwi, the Closed Yociety. Sieeches were made
regularly in the sicte legislature condemning Silver

and consequently, ht went on a leave of absence from the
university. Lotions have plso been made in the state
legislature advoc.ting revoking the charter of Tougaloo
College, which one legislator refferred to as a h.ven
for queers and quacks.

The Pike County grand jury in llagnoliac commends Sheriff
varren "for his excellant manner in which he and his very
capeble deputies have performed their duties and for the
intelligent manner in which they enforce the laws of

our county and state."

Robert loses, director of C.0,F,0, in Mississippi, told
a news conference in Vashington D.C, that he believed
the ¥,B.I1, had leaked to local officials the late Louis
Allen's statement that the killing of Herbert Lee, by
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State Lepilulutor I1,11. Hirst, which he hud witnessed, was
not in self defense, Louis allen, lMoses said, was killed
the night before he was to leave imite County and llississ-
ippi.
AprillQ, Vernon Pace of Forrcst lississippi, stute coordinator of
the John Birch Society, addressed the iicComb Exchange
Socicty, and snnounced thut the John Birch Socilety had
get un elasses in liississippi, on un experimental basis,
to educate Negroes to the dungers of Communist Propaganda,

April 16, Sunset Cufe in Summit burns to the ground,

hpril 28, C.C. Bryunt, leCombd chairman of the N.,A.A.C.P. had his
borber shop bombed with o homemade bomb,

llay 6, Robert loses complains to Miss isslppi Advisory Committee
to the U.5. Civil Rights Commilssion in Natchez about beatings
of lNegro civil rights workers in .Adems, Pike, simite, and
Vilkenson Counties and of five unsolved murders.

May T, Melwvin Parker, 19, of Summit charged with a felony as a
peepings Tom by Sherifi Varren.

May B, Severul motorists stowped and checked by the State Troopers
while heading to an N...i.C.P. meeting at Mount Hurman
Buptist Churbh, at which Charles Evers, brother of the
murdered W.n.A.C.P. leader lLiedgar ivers, spoke.

llay 12, liississippi Scnate gives overwhelming approval to law
outlawing criminul syndicalism und which particularly
outlaws syndicalism if used as a "meas of accomplishing
or effeeting change in agriculftural or industrizl owner-
ghip or eontrol of eflecting any politieal or social change
for profit."

May 14, Sheriff Warren addresses Pike County Chapter of imeric ns
for the Preservution of the White Raece at the Town Hall in
Summit. He said that if the law was not strong enough
to handle eivil rights demonsirators, he would "recruit

gome of you." \Varren said, "They say we ure going to have
a 1nn5 hot summer and I sort of bulieve th t." He edded,
(:) "I don't see why we conn't whip this thing." "is for faeili-

ties for urrested dermonsivr:etors, the sheriff said, "Ve
have & new key club below Magnolia; it's called the county
farm. You don't necd & liey to get in, but you're going to
(:) need a ey to get out."
liay 16, Robert Shelton, Imperial VWizerd of the United Klans of
Amerieca, addressed an cudience of 800 wt the Fairgrounds
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Horse Ghow Jrena. ile w 8 iniroduced by MeComb resident,
PLillip Brudy, o Melowd Sclcetmeon and t major shareholder
in radio stution VLY EecComb. Shelton zasserted, "We in
liigsissipai or Alabuma might be better off if we scceded
from the United Sitates." lHe said it was probable that
C.C. Bryant hus recieved $50,000 to #60,000 through the
meils since his barhersho wes bombed. He asserted that “"of
45 bombings in Birmin/ hag not one has been proven to

have been done by white people."

B.Jd, Thornhill, million.ire oil investor of Summit, assert-
ed thoat Vhe Klan in Mississippi has a membership of

96,480 and has one third of the votes in Mississippi. He
said the Klan burned crosses recently in kississippi, "to
lighbten people up tha's in the dark."

Dasebull personulity, Dizzy Dean, sald that none of the

eity had apeligized for an inecidunt in which two officers
pulled up to his pirked ec.r in eComb und after asking for
the Negro driver's license, told Deun and the others, "I
think we had b etter call soneone to investigate you people.”

Mrs, Jatkson, nresently of leComb, had the front door of
her house, in Liberty, broken down by two ec.rloads of white
men, She was abducted ot psunpoint, struck on the head

twice with a stick «nd driven 13 miles into the country.
There a mask was put on her face and & rope around her nack.
She w 8 dr.gged out to the wovdas. There her clothes were
rioped off with o« knife and her hip cut. One asszilunt
declared, "We want the na ed meat." Her hecd wus held

*under one man's boot und she was whipped alternately for

five to ten minutes und lef't for léfeless. birs. Allen

was well cegueinted with Louis Allen who was a regulur
customer «t the store where she worked. <Che is a relative
of a c¢ivil rights worker. She huzd previously been subjected
to harassing telephone calls and a cross burning, and shots
had been fired fthrourh her window. Her uncle was threat— -
ened by telephome call tle t if he didan't contribute §150
she would be gone.

Louils Asekoff and fndre Nartin, graduate students of Bran-
dies University and Renee Jonas, a New York lawyer, were
roadblocked off the roud a few miles north of Summit

and forced into the underbrush at gunpoint and beaten with
brass knuckles by two other men for eight minutes.

Roland Sleeper, a farmer on Hwy. 24, Amite County, end a
c¢lose acquaintance of Louils Allen; was carried off in his
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sleeping clothes by a group of white men to the woods and
beuten. I'wo weeks licter, he wus chased by o« group of white
men whom he outran, refturning home in the morning., He then
moved to Whitestown, Pike County, lecving his crops in

the field which were confiscated by white people.

18, Wilbert Lewis, 46, of lieConb, a mechanic, was abduoted
at gunpoint and whipped with a leather str p.

22, Treddie Bates' hore, 928 Summit Stmeet was bombéd. Curtis
Pryunt's home in Buaertown wis bombed. Corrins Andrews
home on Warren Street was bombed.

8, C.0.T7.0. headguarters bombed; Dennis Sweeney and Curtis
Hayes injured. Bernel Felder, policeman, and companion
fired upon on Summit Street.

17, Zion Hill Free Baptist Church near group camp entrance to
Percy Quin State Parlk completely destroyed by fire. 4albert
Hefner's house in llcComb surrounded by vigilante committee
of eight cars after Dennis Sweeney and Rev. Don McCord,
civil rights workers, had wvisited.

18, Sweet Home Baptist llissionary Church in Whitestown attempt-
ed arson,

19, Nat LicGhee's home in Summit housing project bombed with
bottle filled with kerosene.

21, Fount Vernon Missionury Baptist Church on Hwy. 24, seven
miles west of McCorb, damaged by fire,

23, Hose Bower Lissionary Buptist Church on Hwy near lorgan-
town, damaged by Llire.

26, Charles Biyant's home "in lMorgantown just east of MeComb,
bombed and fired unon.

31, Jdohn Cottom of Utouviun Court, fired from Burt Plumbing
after 22 years of employment there. Theproprietor was
was & brother of Mayor Burt, and the r uson given for the
firing was thut it w.s believed that Cotton was a r.lative
of Willie liae Cotton whose home is rented by C.0.P.O0.
4 subsequent offer of &« job at the gdf course in Fern-
wood was cancelled, He was told at the employ ent office
that there wre jobs for a plumber "in your area,"

24, Van Brock, owner of lizcombo #2 night club, beaten and then
arrested by police, who thre:tened to kill him. C.0.F.0.
vorikers often zo to lzcombo.

27, lendy Samstein, SNCC staff member, arrested for failing
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to "yield right of Vuy," while driving loowl youths to
cunvass for voter rezistration.

Robert Harl Bell, 14, some of liamie Putterson and James
Thorus jr., 18, both of Burglund, were fined $500,00 and
costo ond sentenced six months in county j il for making
émpr?ger phone ci:lls to whites, by Judge Clinton Frith of
WImLIT .

Hount Cunaan Hission.ry Buptist Church in Smithtown, 15
miles east of LicCond, dimuged by Lire.

Burglund Suvermari:et at Wurren and Denwiddie in Berglund
damoged by bomb. Roy Lee, operutor of Butes Service Sta-
tion arrested on churges of disturbing the peace after the
bombing. C.0.7.0, worker Clifton Howson arrested for
"interfering with officers." Chief Guy and Sheriff Varren
along with 22 other ofiicers raid C.0.7.0, houses ostens-
ibly in search of illes:1l liguor.

Lroon sttenpt ot hone of Verna Brown,

Stink borbs clear Woolworth Store the d y after Negro
gerved cup of coffec =t c..feteria, Curtis layes,
¢c.0,2,0, workey, chi.sed and threatened by o ci.xrload of
wnite men while workins on wvoter re istrztion,

Voter registration worker, Percy leChee, arrested for

- "loitering" inside the courthouse. Gun pulled on Cephas
Mushes, while he was unsuccessfully cttempting to post
boond for Percy licGhee, On a second cottempt, - lso un-
successful, he was thre..tened with death.

Poor white men from TFernwood, who were friendly to Negroes,
were abdueted for three hours by five hooded and armed
whites.

Bomb exploded on froat lawn of Willie Dillon's home, Dillon
arrested and charged with "running an unlicensed garage
and stealing electriecity." lirs., Dillon threatened by

.two police officers, one of whom was Hwy., Patrolman Fclder
ahd warned of znother bombing if she did not stop cooper-
ating with C.0.7,0. Zugene Bishop of Summit, whose wife
works for C.0.F.0, arrested by Patrolman Fcelder on Hwy.

51 near Summit and threatened with = beating.

Willie Dillon tried without lawyer four hours before trial
schaduled and sentenced to jail nlu $1,500 fine, later

raised to 2,000, Iolice cars accompanied by cars with

white hoodlums circled Freedom House from midanight to § a.m.
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Duvid Wright, 0.0,F.0. worker, arrested and t ken to lMag=-
nolia for "imouroper p.riking" during protest mecting ut
the home of Willie Dilleon.

Robert Stone, C.0,.T.0. worker thrown on ground and kicked
by white man neer Quin's Tire Shop in downtown II_Comb,
€C.0.7.0. workers Brian Peterszon &nd Rev. Bennet{ punched
and beaien up by several whites near VWestern Union office
in downtown ileConmb.

Albert Hefner's hore circled by vigiluntes' curs while
the Hefners entertiin three out of stute guests. The Hef-
nars move to Jackson the .ollowing day.

Hush Washington's home in Suimit bombed, Booker T, Gutter's
home, e¢ight miles eust of Summait, bombed, Prof., dAllen
Coney, principal of iva Gordion Sé¢hool in kagnolia has

bomb exploded in his Bur B Q pit. Chisholm Nission Church
in Smithdale bombed. Rev. Jamees Baker's home on Hwy,., 44
two miles east of Uuin's bridge, bombed. Eugene Bishop

of Summit brousht hone ctroon by a Summit officer and
ordered to pack his things. He was then taken outside

the ecounty &nd hos resided in Lineoln County, separate from
his wif, ever since. His wife hud attempted to .register
her dauwshter at an all-white school in Summit thut morning.
She was subseguently eviected from her home by her land-
lord, and boi h she ond her husband have been sulected to
harrucsments and thrents.

A second Negro policeman hired by the eity to renluce
4rtis Garner, who revealed to the ¥ivil Rights Commission
that he had been told when he was hired to lant an inform-—
er in the Frezdon School operated by C.0.F7.0, The new
policeman, Edgar Cow.rd, has a long erininsl record,
having shot Buddy Williams and Robert Lee, beaten Bruce
‘liartin and an N.A.A.C.P, executive, and selling corn
liguor at his home. Cowuard wzs removed lor the time
being from the police force somctime after « petition ask=-
ing his removul was received by the mayor from Berglund
rezidents. Coward remains in MeComb while Felder and
Garner, the other two Negro ex-policemen have had to
leave town.

Home of Iirs. Llene Quin, proprieter of South of the Border
restaurant, hze been destroyed by bomb exploding on porch
next to beﬁrpnT where her two youngest children were

i

sleeping. Cpi“dren were slightly injured. Soeciety Hill
Baptist Church in Baertown destroyed by bomb,
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Sept. 21,

Johnnie Wilcher, babysitter al 4Yuin home and witness te
bonbingz, und Curolyn Dreckenridpge, daughter of Mrs, Quin,
urresied and asked to take lie detector test in Jackson.
iany Negroes stopped ond searched on highways and main
gtrects and some arrested. JArms confiscated by police.
six C.0,7.0, workers arrested while returned from rally
at bombed Society 1[ill Church. They were Ursula Junk,

Dennis Sweeney, Bill Powell, Jess Harris, Caphas Hughes,
and Roy Lee.

Sept 22, llore Negroes arreeted on phony charges, some fined, some
let go.

Sept. 23, Dennis Sweenuy, C.0.F.0. worier, arrested by Sheriff's
deputy ¢nd chorge as aceessory after fthe faet and possess-
ion of dynumite. Twenty four Negroes' in Burglund, most
high school siudent, arrested on felony and charged with
"erimin'.l syndicalism" and ussessed bongs ranging from
41,000 to $5,000., Home of irtis Garner, in Whitestown,
bombed. Garner, an ex-Nezpo policeman had testified
before civil rights comiasion in Greenwville that day.
llathew Jacksonls home on Hwy. 48 ©bombed. Joe Harrison

€.0.7.0. woriked, arr.sted on highway north of Summit and
held for .n hour "on suspiecion.,"

Sept. 24, Joe llerrison arrested on Li.in Street on suspicion of

© cauwsing troubl: ind held four and a hilf hours, Joe
Hirrison arresied Zor running red light and fined $27.50.
CGurtis Brycnt arrested ond released after questioning.
Hev. Hed. Taylor zsrresiczd i.nd tezen to Jackson for lie

+ detootor tcsv.

Sept. 25, Cephas Hughes arrestcd ond Jined $25.00 for having feulty

license wnlate light.

Oct. 6, Vern 1 Felder, who cuit the licComb police force and left

MeComb on fAugust 3, testifies before a2 federal court in
dJocksonthut & fellow white oflicer, Huey iiiller, threatened.-
to kill Roy Lee after the bombing of Berglund Supermarket
on August 15, and the Petrolmen John Sharpling drew a gun
on Roy Tee while the li.tier was on the ground, praying.
This contradicted testimony of Frank TFerd, former F.B.I.
director in LicComb, who was transferred to Natchez prior
to the arrest of the eloven bombers. dJudge Mize accepted
the work of Ford on the busis of his long service.

Cet. 12, Henrietta Jackson fired from her job as housekeeper because

ghe would not remove her Johnson for the U.5.A. sticker
from the bumper of her car.
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lre, Aylone Juin's beer license revoked by Sheriff Verren
with the re:zon given being that she hed paid a fine for .
unlowful possession of liguor at her o fe on August 22.
The liguor referred to was .lonted by police while cond-
ucting & sc¢urch on the opremises. On thut ocecasion
waitress Johnnie¢ Vilcher wis crrestzd and bond posted

at G300, The fine w s $152.50.

€C.0.F.0, worker, Candy Brown, chased and threaztened by
blue nick up truck while canvassing for voter registration
in Baertown cron.

Thirteen C.0,7.0, workers janiled a% the city Jail and
later the county Jjiil of a charge of operi.ting & food
handling extablishment without a health permit., They
were Ilcren Pute, LErnestine Bishop, Jess Herris, Ursula
Junk, Bill Powell, John Wilkinson, Marshall Ganz, Dennis
Sweeney, J.D, Smith, Lori Smith, Candy Brown, Naney Jer-
vis, and Rew. Harry Bowie, Judge Mize in ordering the case
of Willie Dillon buel to Yike County declared, "There is
no hostility by the g neral public in Pike County to the
Negro ruece:; the judszes of the State of liississippi are
fair und honorable men, .....jurors zre Iair .nd honorzble
and Negroes do serve on juries in praetieally cvery county
in the state if not in every county."

Brior Poteh night elub st Dixie Springs conpletely burned
10 ground., Previous attoempv on liny 3.

Twenty seven C.0.7.0, workers, N.C.C. ministers and loeal
Negroes arrested it entrance to courthousc in liagnolia

onn charges of trespassing by loitering nad refusing to
obey in officoer. Ilizleolm Campbell and Joey Jeter were
driven out of Gulf Serviee Station in Magnolia by two
white men, wiiile televhoning. Doug Jenkins and Lialeolm
Cemvbell driven off from L wson's Drive Inn on Hwy. 24

by gun-wielding proprietor after ordering two ice ereams.

Hewv. Bowie spat on by white man at Western Union, Arson
attempt made on station wozon balonging to John Beecher

near court house in Hagnolia. He is news correspondant

for 8,F, Chronicle, Thirteen persons arrested while crossing
naricing lot of court house in MeComb und jailed on charges

of tresnassing by loiterihpg ond refusing to obey =n officer.
Klan Ledger covies dropped by =ir over lagnolia and

Algiers end deliversd by auto in Summit the previouse
Saturday.
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On Monday night on one erunk cull to €C.0.F.0. headquurt-
ers only the sound of a gun being fired was heard from the
other end of the line. Chief Guy of lLicComb police, was
reported by the IEnterprise-Journal editor in his column

to hoave said that he, Guy, inew nothing of the arrests

of the thirteen C,0.7.0, workersm the food handling
ehurg: October 23, In uctuzl fzect, Guy took part in the
arrests.

Radio Stotion WHRY MeComb reveatedly brondcusted a stution
editorial toking issue with the Enterprise Journal editoridl
of the previous day in which arrests of the C.0.F.0.

workers on the food hindling churge wus termed harrassment
arrest. FPhillin Brady is & larse shureholder in the

radio station.

MeComb Enterprise Journal prints election returns in

which Goldwater receives 905 of the HMeComb vote. A search
of a clundestine me tin »luce in HMagnolia by F.B.1, and
other oflicers tho wnrevious night reve.led a list of names
of members of the Soeciecty for the Preservation of the

White Race snd the Ku Klux Klun which led to lio the arrest
of zix white men in Muzgnolia who are charged with pointing
and dischirging fireurns, assuultvith intent to kill «nd
with conspiruey in connection with firing direetly at Charles
Hughes, s he wusg standing ne. r awindow of his house last
Thursday, and of the firing into the home of G.T. Vaecsrella.
Hurhes is a native of England, is o foreman at Croft In-
dustries and « vietinm of a eross bur.ing on Junuary 27.
Vacarella iz suid $o be proprieter of a chain of food atores
gand a wvietvim of previous shootings .nd ¢ o088 burnings.
Weuvona confiseuied in Magnolis inelude pistols, shotguns,
rifles, and a sseeial type of whd believed to have been
used on two other white men recently. Vaecarella is said to
hhve angered racists by refusing to contribute to the white
gitizen's couneil, and for employing Negroes in his stores.
Sheriff Varren stated that with these arrests and zrrests
pending, "all =zcts of terrorism, violence, arson and bonbing
in Pike County have been solved." Chief Deputy Dunn said
there were no reci.l implications in the "incident", The
men were sentenced to one year imorisonment.

An cetion of the Dourd of Suvervisors of Pike County condemned
"C.0,P.0, workers....local and foreigh, assigned to Pilke
County." In addition, the resolution unanimously adopted.

by the advicors st . ted, "C.0,.F.0, workers and all other
groups assisned to Pike County, loeal end foreign are con-
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demand as unnecessary and wrong and can only result in turmeil
and strife, which Pike County abhors, Therefore said groups of
workers are requested to peaceably withdraw from the county,"

Nov, 8, At 2:00 a.m., the home of Mr. Jonnny Q. Carner was bombed, Mr.
Garners 1 ves in Walthal. The evening of the same day, shots
were fired into the home of Negro families in Whitestown,

Nov. 9, A Nezro's home between Baertown and Magnolia w s bombed, The
owner was inside and suffered a slight heart attack,

FROM HERE OW, MOST ITEMIZED INCIDENTS ARE UNRECORDED, BUT THINGS DID
HAPPEN
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