
We start ld. th the sure : t~e,J.bt- tbtt. ot... « ·xcn~er -~ . .., ..• ~"'~~ 
ot p. op~e ·l .ike. hG~ ·w~vXJl· w • . h@v.o -.co ·e -16 .knQV hl• . . be~a.lt .. ~ 
or· a strongl self-attirming !'oroe ~lob· makes m·l' 11iSw i• · 
good, makes her know ahe is good, makes her sure ot~~h hat is honest 
and what is not. "hat is t he source of this pos i tti f orce ·- rela~. 
tionship to the lmnd1 Physical freedom1 Wiseness o that poverty _. 
~rings?. l;.t .i .s ... iiP:P?f:tant . ~n4:i J?tot illportant to isolate what Mrs. . . 
Hamerts ·_ ltnawl~qge.. ~~ i s ~port.ant it.~ we :are t rying t -o develop a 
new . cortcept _o·r ,·educa:tion. · It is not impo~tant because we have · 
~lic;h felt the i!np~c·t. 9f ~~a.t l~..s. Hruuer kno\-rs in .a personal way 
that h,as oh~nged our cpurse of thinking.. .. . . .. · · . . . . 

, • • I . • • • • • •,·,' 

-.WA~t . I '.have 'learned ls that the .Peginrting ·or knoWledge is selt love, 
not!:.''j'Ust fol' .the Negro beca11se soc i et)'!:. has continually- toid· him. he 
is baa; but ·.for al~ •or us in Ameriq$ ·who have le'arried•': tba~ sel:f'<ii. . 
love is bid and to be denied. Eduoation should tree us · ao we ·-reel . - . . . . . ... . 
we hilve worth as i ndi vidual·s •. ltn~wledge in the formal sena• should 
ad~ tq thi~· fe~ling ~f. selt-wo~th. 

I o I .... o ol l o • J #- • 

I have ·hearcl· a .lot of .bitter feeling ·expressed about .jthe k1b4 ot ~ : 
'ducation we have received, ip ~hat •~• considered gOod univ•r- · · 

.. · sities find the "best universities" in America. Muoh ot what is 
. · said .is justified. . \"le. ttere. taught to ·vvaJ..ue ths accumillatlCSn .. or ·· 

• .t .aots ' to~ally unrelated fJo real e:xporieno'e and ~to teel aa~ed 1t 
.we did not ap~umulate ~nd e;ive baok .in a certain· w•J• We' were ~ ·· 
taught to honor men wh~ . ctould •peak. a .certain la~age· ·~ the 
wor~ beoame the end· of .'meaning. We teel 'bit,ter . bt'cause bOw ·-lie 
lm'ow .Mils • Hamer. ~ .. and pealize, how much we have been c~atedl · 

. . . .. . . \- . .. 
I 'ha~e also hea·rd a great · deal of enthusia~m~ over the discovery ot 
"what the -peqpl~ .know• .-tpat we don't know. And a · kind ot t_renzied· 
desire·. to keep the people. a_,. . they are, ie·. kee.p them away trom · · 
Northern .ill:fluehce, from .education· as it exists • - ·Now we co'ltle to . 
talk abQutl what educat~on. , JJho\114 be ·. But we oamiotl'·d·o 'thia ~til . 
we :fii•st unders:tand wh.ere·;-,the people end and we begin. ~ I think 
that those ~ost copoerne~. about a n~w concept ote duoat1on'·are ·thpse 
who have been t hrough t~~~;· presen'C s ystem and find it ~acking·. . . . 
There is somethl,.ng self~d~struct'-ve about havi ng to deny t~t'all.y 
the value of qne' s · eJcperience --regll'dless of now· much· bad·.:existeq 
in those e~riences. ~-~~. is .to ·deny myself in some str&n&e:· way • . . 
Furt;her it is unrea·listic not. tQ accept your- experienoea. · ai· a ' ,l>&r~ ; : 
of tha good part of . yours. elf and well as the bad.- Ir ·we · -aa-sume·. . ... 
that self'-:-a:f'fi'rmation· 1s • the baa is ot , education, we have 1?P b~l.i$!'(8. . :·. 
that the positive ,.. ... 'self .;.lovins .P rt .·of ua did DOt ·begin ·atter te ··· :· 
came to Mississip:Ji or into the Movement • ) it uis~ed in ~~ -- be­
tore1 regardless or .. the .. damage . done bJ an educational.: system, a · 
political system or our· 'families. ; We have: t .o til'at ·attirm that· we 
are good in spite of" and aometimoa because ot our past expt rience.a. 

·. .. . . ·. . . 
.. • •'• " • ~ I ; ~ • ""' • \ • 

We are in danger ot enslaving ourselvel and •the people0 because 
we ant to hold on to somethins that we have discovered and, f~d 
valuable to ourael3res. lr). a sense we have to deny Qur own experi­
ences, we are living through the livea ot others. The clearest 
way t ·o say this is to talk aoout mothera ~ho have to exist through 
the lives ot their childBen (Itm not sure many ot us knou what 
that means) • Why? Because aM, oan tind nomean1ng in her own lite 
and in some oases finds it much easier to let her children live her 
l .ife rather than facing the complicated problema ot finding meaning 
for herself. While t I•m speaking SYitlbolS.colly, I think that the 
glorification of 11 the people" to the point of unreality is our way 
of returning t o chil.dhood tlhere ~ngs were at one time good and 
tresh. Ue feel now "'e can create~he new, good society that lie have 
not had a chance to enjoy, for ~he people of Mississi ppi. In an ef­
fort to avoid contamination by institutions in our soeiety \lhich we 
feel are bad, l.ze 'become closed, suspicious and l'igid. This is the 
death of freedom~ We should be open and fiuid. This is the begin,. 
ina of freedom. I do not believe in utopias. 

w0 need a different k1nd of educat ion, not only in t erms o! univer­
sities, but beginnin~ with the whole attitude with which famaliea 
rear thsirphildren • But. bitterness agaist the university, the 
family, the capitali·atio system oannot create aoaethi ng creative .. 
Indignation at injustice and anger, were probablJ ta rt ·:ot the 
drive that brought .most of us into the Mov~ent. But there is a dit• 
.ference 'betw~on heal thy anger that leads to action and bitterness 
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Part 2 Thoughts. o~ education 

whicl:I. -·L :2ds. to' .re~~enge. ·.·It seems 
be i n v no ~duo~t19n ,.at fl.,~ 1 in the formal 
solution, to :oapitaliiua is poverty, , 

·• I .. , . . ... .... . . .. . 
Then ~.whe.t .. dQ we _.._dof < · . . !l ~ 

. . -1: •• •• ~ • • ' • • • ~ • • 
..J • . J ' ~. :1, I ' 

One suggefl.ti:Oll ·is t~t Sl~CC 'beginto urite lta own e ducati()n materta11. 
with the .gpal ill ~.nd .·or developing· an awareness ot traditio~, a 
self. ·.importame which cannot be 1%' ovided by the sohaol system. ·Th1• . 
would include means .of having people .. extress what they feel! and know 
in song, dance, poetry, writing .or political activi~y. ·· It we a-re::' ···,,,.~~· 
open and flexib::).e· it . H;ould alsp mean not being afraid to e xpose · 
ourselv~~ to mater~als . pEoduced by people outsi de the Movement . -~ 
people li~e Montoso~ri, Laubach and even James B. Conant, Cerbainly 
SNCC an~: .tne. peop~ .·,~n ... Mis~issippi know enough about themse~Jes to 
be able :t;o ·evaluatEL·Hhat is good and what i's bad about .these methods 
what is ·usabxe in Missi~sipp~ and what i s not, There is no doubt 
jhat SNCC has very special knouledge about Mississippi, about what 
they have learned from t he ·. people of Mississippi. The question i s 
whether they· p~n b e free enough and allow the people of Mississippi 
the freedom to choose betl-tee~ alternatives •. . . 

. • · We have been thinking. a ~eat deal about l-rhat new di rectcions. Tou­
"gal.oo shollld ·take. ' I wie~ , .that SNCC would al:.so concern itself with 
·Tougaloo since it. has the-potential to become an important part of a 
new eduoatiott:,in the state. Tougaloo now has, like most Negro 

. colla ge~, scme· of·. the worst aspects of .. white educational institutions 
--emphasis on externals like· dress, grades, proper m•nners, an arti­
fivial soc,ie.l life -- because these are the things that help you 
be·come ·.E\part of white · ·society. But i1J is impossible to become a ·J&l'.t 
of ~ite society • . The alternatives· are bitterness or withdrawal. 
The one most desirable but · unat.tainable white aoo·tety and forget 
you are a Negro. But there is -; :'. ~till present the~ inheritance 
from parents, ~andparents a ppecial kn~~l~dge -·the kind of -know­
ledge that Mrs, Haroer and Mr. 'Steptoe have of deep down sureness of 
self •· To begin with this and nurture this lmowledge into oon­
sciousnes~ by the study of Negro history -- the encourggement of 
selt-expression, . of not being afraid of original thinking. But muc:tJ. 
more exciting .than this 1 an attempt to relate the college to the 
oommun+ty in. such a \-lay that the stimulation tor a student to read . 
oomes .from ~sown first hand knowmdge of.people, probl ems and needs 
and a beginning· knouledge of who he is. ~his should include 
wor~ing ~n the. community centers, nursery schools, health projects, 
mental health ~rojects 1 FDP activities, · · · · ' 

. . 
I have apqken frankly and out of love and fru~tration. · I am not bn 
the staff, so. to · speak at all may seem li¥e heresy, · 

• 
But 'my »ersonal investment and personal gain compel me · to c·are 
enough to ~};a ak. · · . ··· ~ , 
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