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~ - his article le a you.na white SoutllaJmer, 

reared in Alo.baaia, eon of a Nethodi1t minister, graduate of 

Huntingdon Colla&• ln l-lontgo:nery, Ala. For two year,, he 

worlcod as 41 field secretary for the Student Uonviolent Coordinating 

Committee (Sl\CC), und41r a special grant from SCEP', on a p,:oject 

deaigned to carry the uaeaga of th~ integration l:lOVament to 

Souttiern white 1t1.dent1 and stimulate them into action. flit 

work took him to campuse, and into coa:a:untti11 all over the 

South. In the course of it, he wa1 arrested over 20 timea 

on chargu carrying possible total 1entence1 o.f 2.5 year,. 1110at 

of the c:aaas are atill pending. liow back in graduate 1chool 

taaporarily, be report, i...... Ilia obaarvations of condition.a 

end states of mind l!lllOn& today'•¥ SQuthcro white atudents--­

and his conclusion,•• to what can be dona about tbam. 
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~ ti«> years, I wrkod to cut through the cotton curtain 

to the cinda o! Souhhern white atuclcnta. 

1 triad to 1nsp1ro the)) to some personal com:oitment to the ---etrugglo for hmian dignity &.:>ing on around them---or at least 

to inform them of the facts which they are syatematically denied. 

The pri~ary obstacle to this taek is the repreaaivo and 

sometlmcc star~tcrror tactics used by the Southern state and 
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college adminl1tratlon1, 

One small eaampl• of thla occurred la1t year on the campus 

of Run~ngdon Collea• in Montgomery, Ala., when I wa1 erreated 

on the orders o! George Wallace before he becama Q)vemor of the 

state, The arreat was effected by Col. Al Lingo, a Wallace 

appoint••• who had not taken office at the time either. 

My crime: bxJlt:att a visit to my alma mnter to talk to 

studant■ about what the State of Alab-• ••• doing to ita 

Negro citizens acroa• the state, and es~cially ln nearby Selga 

were a reign of terror was being carried out by the White 

Citizens Council, 

I lldJ; cite this ex&lwple only because the circumstances of 

my arre■t attest to the fact that the power ■tructure baa 

absolutely no respect for the law when their deep-seated faar 

of free diaCWtaion and inquiry ia aroused. Hence white atudents 

are "protected" from "1uspiciou1" thougbta, and acaduic 

freedom and civil 11bertlea ere destroyed, 

These may aound likec1';:clH•a. th.!ll. ar~ not because they > 

ue. IIJl'r.l,:?t:nr •vawarC: ,~~ctual situation 1n the South today. 
1\ 

Hare are 1ome concret• example• fro~ the experiences of student• 

l~in the courae of my work1 

~tude.nts at the Uniwriety of 11atasippi, .la:i:tll natives -of that ttato, had dinner with Ja;nea Meradith, .... ~irst Kegro 

to enter the University. x Al a result, 1hr ,...,. st.l:!enr.. wre 

the targets of threats, physical abuse, fire-cracker ataeulta, 

and their rooms 1IDX were rensacKed. All of this was done by 
~~dent• under the overt leaderehip of something called the 

f\ 
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"Rebel Underground, but if university authorities disapproved, 

they did nothing to make this known or to ato-p the terror. 
of the 

Finally, 11:ka two/white atude11ta bad to leave achool. 

At an ti:11._ 4labama college. a sepegationiat student aaked 

his ~a:aimxl• profesaor•s permiaaion to interview a Nearo 
,s; 0 ~1:,.t1ft· ~) 

miniater for an aaaigned ~ paper ont'Eii'lace problem:• Thia 
/" 

student explained that be had beu to the office of the Local 

White Citizens Council, he had obtained large qua.ntitite1 of 

segregationist material, and now wanted another point of view, 

The teacher refu1ed to allow him the interview. He said: 

"It might get us into trouble• so you just write your paper 

from the material you have, and I'm ■ure it'll be adequate," 

Scaothered in fear themselves. most Southern educators don't know 

the -a:b meaning of academic freedom. 

u an undergrad11&te at a Southern college, I experienced 

first-hand the po1'er that the 1tate and college adminlttrationa 

have to kill the 1pirit of proteat or inquiry. In the cour1e of 

research for a sociology paper, I met several ~egro students 

from a nearby rtitka:x d: college, attended a federal court 

civil rights hearing• and observed a nonviolent work1hop at a 

E!egro church. 

Because of these activities, two croasea ware burned near 

my do:r:mitory; the Rlan distributed smear literature about myself 

and four other student■ involved; the atcorney general of the 

state sum:noned the five of us to hia office co eXplain our actions 

(and accused us of coaa.usiat aasociations)t and our college 
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pre•ident asked us to withdraw from school. 

More vicious and terrifying la the experience of lll!Otber 

1tudent acquaiJl~~ce.'.J l'l,, ••• .,.,.MIMIAAN+IJUaDcbaxJp.t,au,i,~ 

~ .. •••••••~UYIIJl-llp~tn4m•••ri-mc.fxaxf•■•jt1Q(X 

('He• waa expelled from four differut Southern colleges for 

his integrationiat; beliefs. and the wrath of the Southern 

oligarchy ha1 been viaited not only on him personally but on 

hie family. 

they an b:.lng 1nve■tlgattid by a county grand jw:y, and 

hia younger brother was kidnapped and beaten by local po.lice 

without ever being charged with a crime. 

One should not get the impre1aion that tbe•• ■ltuationa 

occur each day in the South. The fact ta k that these fascist• 

attacks are seldo= neceasaxy bccauae the a aejorlty. in the 

daepeat level1 of their uncon1olou1 aind•• u.aderetand that 

there are certain area of life and ldea1 lnto which they are 

not to venture, 

therefore tbe f•~ \lhlte students who arc capable and 

de1ifou1 of partlclpatlon in the lotegretlon movement are burdened 

with fear. preeaured by their f11111ilie1 (some of vhOlll are 

"1DOderate1" or •ttberals")-■xilkaJ to "atay out of thla integra­

tion-•••" and confronted by the ttaax reel and sollleti~•-

lmag1ned tbrcac of state oppresslon. 

Theae 1tudent1 desp•ratoly need help. t have cried to find 

waye in which those of ua involved in the movement can aid them 
• 
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First of all. th•" atudents and other1 are uaually totally 

isolated frolll paop1e of like mind. On every college campua 

1n the South there are one or t110 students who would like to 

do something but they usually don't know each other; even if they 

do• they feel that nobody el•• thinka aa they do, Gild therefore 

action la futile becau,o of lack of aupport. 

The SNCC project, on which I worked, tried to cope with 

this probl-. The project la now being carried on by Sam Sbirarh 1 
a,.,-,J{(._._ 

4 young lihlte Southerner. lte la vlaiting campuaes contacting 

~te studenta lntereated in the movetllellt1 g11ing them 

liberature about the organizations 1nvolved 1 telling them what 11 

happening and trying to aet up meeting• where they can find 

each other and forge an organizational tool ta for support of 

each other. 

Another fu.nctioo this project can p•rfoni 11 to.bring 
~i-~ 

these 1tuda11ts to 111eeti11ge and confarencea 1 •11~ t.hs;, held 

by SNGe and SC&P' at intervals, where they can ~ fellow• 

Southerner• both black and "hite wo ere working to change 

the,: syst-. 

Another pos1ibllity is the holding of week.nd workshops 

in each state were students can get together and exchange 

ideas. 

The probl~ms are difficult ones and can only be solved 

by s ~"•-ri:.o~n:i.rg:"13J'IUJ'!PJJl>l:lll:llti~1:1JF.i:fE!•!!:c~tj.~•ft,l!.l'•tt.a.n ..aN.!: .:0D111unicat 1ont ~ bst-..,aen :r . 
/-

potential actiits and the handful already in actinn, 

In my opinion, we shouldn 1 t at thie point lnnrtwwxwvnvxxx 

spend too much time trying to reach those who ere not at all 

interested or those who are O?poaed to any action. Those of 

us in the integration movement should direct our attention 
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to those llhit• students who• show interest and a potential for 

1ign1ftcent action and give tnu all th• support and encouragement 

pos1ible, 

·Recently, lih11e attending graduate school in Cambridge, -
:ia•••• I attended a mect1ns at Harvard lhivereity where Alab8Dl4 

Governor ~ge Wallace 1poke, During the que1tion period, I 

asked him why ln Selma, Ala., SNCC voter regi1tration workers 

had been beaten and arre1ted by 15 #1dtwt■A Alabaina atate 

troopers. ff(? replied: 

"l know you 1re from Alabama, Hr, Zellner. You1re notoriou, 

down there; in fact, you•ve been in about every jail down there. 

You don't deserve to 1peak for Alab11111a beeaW1a you repre1ent 

only a minute minority," 

It is evident that w•llace, Governor •owoucx Barnett 

and Senator taatland of .i,1iaaippi, and other, like them era 

using real faaciat tool1---sovereignty Commiaalons, Citizen, 

Council1, and witch-hunti.ng legislative comwittna---to ~ 

auppreea any tracea of deillOcracy tbey fin4"and thus make aure 

that the few who do speak and ace againat SoutheDl injustice 

re;iiain Q ttmiJ:lute min11rity,• 

Our duty, therefore, 11 to••• that thoae who might act 

are encouraged to c!o so, and tha;f once they ~ they era not 

isolated and quietly destroyed, 




