
Memo.,.T">: Frtends ef SHCC, campus c1ntacts ... and ?thers ••• 

Fr?m: .Biltt.qr Garman , ~·hrthf;.rn c ,~rdl n.aL'r 
Rii!: McC,.,mb, Mississippi and tliC: Freed.,m V:rt.e 

Oct?ber 27, 1964 

A l':l~al '!lf 18 pe<:~ple are in jail irt McC'Jmb and will stay ~n 
t.u~L !1 •he Federa) G?V£ nmlln t takes ac L hn t? release lnell' . 
Thl s pr ?t~st ls based ?n tt\~ assumpt f'ln t haL tn e 18 in .Ja 1l 
are inv")tved in v:>ter re-isi.rati:>ro and wer arrcsled because 
':lf lli-s~ acllv!tJC'$ -- ac~ivHies su'>p?sedly pr->lecied by 
r;:.oeraol statutes . Bal l m:Jn.zy is n~t the pr<:Jblem -- ll is 
available , Th:>se in jail !'et l the pr ~test necessary t<:~ 
dem'"mstrak .,nee m:>re t'!> tf1<1 oati.,rc thatc tne r'ed~r-al G:wernmraoi 
ls 1ndc:ecl n?t lnV:>l w;t:l t., the e;~~t,.nt ::>:f Its capabt lit ies -
in br-inging prP-SSllTe age inst ! 'Xlal ':lfficials wll., will harrass 
VDter- rcois~rati~~ ~Jrkcr-s, wh? will beat and jaJ l them and 
cDnt in~e t? make a m'Jckery )f Lbe very t.errn just lee .:s we 
k.n '"IW 1 t 1 n 'IUr s J c i e ty • 

A summary ?f events ln Me C..,mb since Saturday, Oct~hcr C:!J. 

At 3 pm three w~rkers -- E.rn.c.sti ne Bish">p ir"lrn Mc"'..,mb_, Karen 
Pale f'r'lm Oreg..,n and Lhc Un.ivcrs !ty ;f Oref]..,n, SNCC st.tif and 
Je~'"e Harr1s, fr?m JacJ.rs:m, Mlssi sst poi, $'ICC staff and the 
rvcc~mh f" .}set d lr.,ct-r - - Wljlrc arnst."p on a cha.r~c -,r ";pc.rali ng 
a .f,-,~d ltandllng establ ishmcnt w!tll:>ut a permit" . ThGy were 
release" lat.er thal (lay 'Jn .\\100 b1nd e-ach . At 7 pm, anre staff 
illCmb,;.r·s and VJll.lnlecrs wer-. arrrs'Lccl - - J'1hn W1Jklns fr-,11 Arkansas; 
:vlarshal l Gam:, Bakersfield, Calif1rnla and Harvard, Donn.ls SW~eney, 
P'Jr tlard Or·co"n and Stanf"~rd 1 •• b th SNCC staff ml<•n.bers; J.V. 
Smith and Lorie Smith fr1m lllinJis; William P'Jwe!L fr?m Enqland; 
Jrsula J\lnK J;r >rll Germany; Candy BrJwn Ir-11!< L.>s Angeles; R~v. 
hrnry B·>wie !'r1m Lawnside, NJ and .Rev. Paul L-mp from rhciK:.stet·, 

]i,_'l'. R<v. l..:mg was ar r ested f r t:te sislri!DDI.i:m ?f l eafl<'ls 
WLth:mt " permit while Lht:'">thcrs w;;;r" ch·arqlfawn.n, agarn, "::r~rera­
ling a for·d handling establishmen'L wilh-,iJL a p·:::rmit11

• BAll 
was f'lhL:llned and all W8re "ll.ll. by Sunday m1rnlno. 

nn M<Jnday, a Fr~cd'J'll Day was planned f'Jr ,\tCJmb. 111 pe-,ple 
went •'arly in the nnrnlno t:l t'te c..,urt.hJuse and as Lhcy arrived 
w ... rr ask<'d tJ lC'avc . They as11er:1 c.,>tld they <n tns!<.le. tne 
C.•>>JTt'l ·use ond waft t.., aroly t· reolster . Sheor-ifr Warren L·>!d 
l~.zm "n"'" . H;1 said tllar~ 'J/Rs a 'llttrd~r trial ':lr s.,met.hltl'1 o.,ing 
on and that the rcoistrar w'luld n'>t bt? irt ris "lf t ice O'lll <'lay . 
Thwy wer;J all arrested wtlen they rc rusad l') lravcc the CClurtiDusc. 
When :sthcrs came t., the C:-.>trth,..,us~ they were l'Jld the s11mc thinq 
and arrested, t'l'l . Of the 30 tgtal arPC?.sted "" lilbnday ') made a 
::lcclsi~n t, stay in jilil untf 1 the i'.:!deral G-:>vernrnent tak"s steps 
t., release, them . Am:mg th·,se arrest-ed M'lnciay were: Mendy Samstcin , 
whl te SNCC field srzcretary :fr'm N~w Y-r 1< 1 Rev, MRlc.,lm Campbe l l, 
a min1 sl.<;r fr'Jil) L 'Jnd.,n, On1.ar b, Dick S ternb.~r.gB r, a Rabbi 1'r"m 
White Plalns, New Y:-.rk, Joey Jce:Ler, a minlstef. fr'Jttl F>rt lv':lrlh, 
Texas, Mrs . J.D . Smith (l'Jrie) a while v~lunleer, 2"1, t'r-"Jm Aurora, 
lllin.,is . The carge Monday was t.rcspassing and b'lnd was se~ at 
$100 , L.'rh Smlt.h was als'J charged wilh rcf•Jsino L-, ::rbey an 
~fficer in a~dili~n . 

l1n Tuescrgy, m'lr" arrt.sts werr made at the PU.:~ c~11nty c.,llrt.n'>use 
vn tne s.am. cl\argt? -- tnspassi ng and h1nd wa- again s~t at u.too. 
Th~se arr~strd t~day include: Mrs . Aylsn~ Qutnn wh~se h~~~c was 
b 1mbcd 'Jn Sept. 2.0; Eugeru.. Rid ky, Buddy c-,h.man, L. 'UJs Gam phd l, 
Ern>;:stini! Bish-,p, J?ii: Ma~tln artd D?unlas Jenkins rr.,m ~le ..,mb; 
J.,e Harrls'>n, a Negr., V"~lunlc'cr fr:>m Ann Arb.,r, Michigan; Rev. 
Gc~rg,_ Laurent fr')m Sa ll71e , Michl~ar. , Dennis Sw~rnoy, 21 *'r.,m 
P?ri land, Clre<:'ln and Stanf?rd, SNCC slaff; Marsl1all Ganz, fr"ln'i 
Efalt~:;rsfield, Cal ihrnia and !iar-:9ard, SNCC staf"f and ~,v. D~nald 
BLahclt.tte, fr~m W<.'bsler City, I?\'la. 

Als~ t?day al l t~_se arrrsled )O Salurday were C"lnVlcted ~n Lhe 
f:J:Jd l1andlff\Q ch.1rge an() f!n<Od ~50. (The charQe aoprently ore,., 
':lui. ?[ t!1"' facL t.hat all ')f lhe st.aff tn~mbsrs eat at the Frecd~m 
11~use . 
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Arr,;,sts wltl C"ntinue. Hart·assn~ent will g~ ':ln. Thr• fl?deral 
g?vc;.rnrnent will reJuse t:l act unless ynu help oy ':lrgnnlzlng 
a massiv~ public ?plni'n campal~n Jn y~ur cnm~uni~y. On this, 
tne weeK b 4 f?re Lile etectl.,n, the Federal G:wern111ent must-­
thr:>ugh the Jfflcts ,r the Brcsldcni and tbe Justice D~partment 
be made to 1 Iva up t., Its resp,nsibl lilies. 

ASH -- in y.,ur tc !egrems, letters, dem::mstrati )OS and letters t"l 
l:Jcal newspaper edlt~rs that: 

1. The Jus tlce Department f.iLe in f';•dat-~! Cnurt a biU 
'f lnf?rrnatl'n asking Lhat the p?llce and c~untv 
~ff!clals wb. arr~st~d lhc V?Ler registrati.,n w rkers and 
th >se at.L rnpl inq l? r• !'Isler be Dt'"lsecutcd f~r a 
misdemcan..,r under 5cctl~n 24~~ Title 18 ~~ lhO US C~de. 
(That sc:'cti'ln ::!f ~he C'ldc lh;Lt makes ! t a crime t.., 
in~lmidale 'lr c~ercc pc~ple ~tttmptinp t~ v~tc, etc . ) 

This ;:>r"~cedure --filing f"r pr"secuti-,n by a bill 
:Jf !nf-:>rmatJnn -- is ne lhEit the Ju" t!cc Department 
has used !n case:. (n"t n<;.cessa,rlly civil ric,ht.s c~si'S) 
b get ar"'und Lh"' nc£-d L.., call o F'cdera 1 Grand jur'y fl>r 
~n lnd1ct.111enl. C?nycnJr,g a grand jury in this cgse would 
be m~aningl~ss because Judge C?~ in the fcdP~at c,urt 
has c nslstently intimidated N~r,es fr'lm ;:v~:n atJprearlng 
as w!Lnc:'Sses in such haRr~ngs by chara!ng them w!Lh 
perjury, Thus, urpe th" flrsl c,tlrse -- pr'lsecut.l.-.n 
by Bill :~r irlf..,rmall"ln , 

2. Asfc, t??, that the Justic<~ Dcpartm~nt. file f'fl a 
tcmrnrary r•stralning ~rder In federal c JUrl t' enj?in 
p-:~1 leo: JL'flcial.s in llf.o'-'>mb ancl C?1mty 'ffi.ci':lls ln Pike 
C-::.unty fr-:>m 1nlcrf•-rino with v:.ter r·nfsLrq.t:lln activity. 
(Fl!Lng f~r a temp-.rary reslrinlnp ,rd~r als~ sho~ld 
lnv)lv .. a r~.quesl f1r a preliminary and then a j:~>..rmament. 
in juncti?n against law en.foroclllCnl :~fflclals :>f the 
clty and C'1u~ty . ) Once th~sc hcarlna& ar~ hold and lhc 
inJuncti-.ns ar in f-:ooclil: (in !;.•me senses it is 1mpr7\lable 
thaL t.he 'Tders will be granted bcca)ISC -,f lhc c,rnp.,sl-
1.1 ln -of llie fedrral C·11Jrt'S !n IV!iGsissipoi) lhcn ~fficials 
tr McC-mb can be h« ld In C?Ol10mpt •f C'>urt. f-.r furthror 
r.arrassrncnt and fntlmidat!":Ln ":Lr v:.Ler ro=nistrat.l·m 
act !vily. 

3. A.sJ{ that the 91vernrnent Lake all 'Jthcr a'lr>r-:>prlaLe sLeps 
t:~ s<?.cure th.e rc.lea:se "f th.,se 18 pc":lpie fr..,m •all. 

h. Demand that t.'1e FB1 aqents statl ?n£d in McComb who 
<Jbs,;rve fr'lm time t., tim<: Ute harrassm.::nL and intlmldat l:m 
and arrLsLs ?f v::tter registrants and v~ter rcplstrati :>n 
w?rxers, arrest, ')0 the spot, th::>st> law <Z11f1rceru"nt 
::fflcials and private c ill ::2ns d::t!ng th.: harrass!ng. 
They are IH1p':Wiered t'J d- this under Sect l.,ns 3052 aud 
305"3 :>f the U.S. C'Jde (1i tle lA) which rearls 1--hG-t oooth 
US marsna1ls ant:l ammls ::1f Lhc F'Bl canonc.kc arr<'st.s"WITh'1ti~ 
warrants and '.ln Ehe s:p~E f?r any .,r'rense ana!ns{ {he Unlled 
.>tat as C')mml tled in the lr presence. While we a.., n'lt 
kn"w that flU agents act.aul ly 'lbser' ~d the arr.,sts in 
'"!uesl i"ln above, the Justice DeprHlm.,nt !:h?Ll l d be urqecl t'J 
use l.hr 11 f-:Tcc 11 "lf agents they n·.w claim t') have in MCC.,mb 
\.'1 best ar!vant.age -- anr'l f"r a p'"ll ic -:>il'iclal t•• kn'114' 
tf>at he lllfJ}' risk arr,;st by arrcstlna w-rkers r"=' bJ··noino 
DC'> pie t':l th• c-,urt.h,use W'>uld cut d':lwn '10 t11c h:1rr:assmen l, 

Slart t.elcp!nnc cr.ains ln ;)'Jur c~romunity, 'WL'itC lclte:-s L~ tne [')Cal 
press ab')ut McC'lmh; urge l•ocal papers antl rac.l!~ stoti';:ms L~ carry 
tnc NEWS ab-,ut. '-~cC':Imb --and Mi!!sissl ppi in senrral. The F"recd?tll 
V-,te is this weekend --actually O::t.,brr 30-31 nnd N •vembcr 1-2, 
frittay Lhr.,ugh M'nday --and we a.ntJclpate m·1re arrests and Jncidents, 
nnt "lnJy in McC.,mb but thr1lH.1h?ut tho; slate . 

MORE -- see p. -,, 


