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MR. CHAI~AN, ,t'E,kltl>W DELEGATEs,;· LADlE$ AND 'GENTLEMEN: 
. · .'· .. .. ·· - . . 

SINCE OUR CONVENtiON IN RICHMOND LASt YEARt PROFOUND AND REVOLU• 

TIONARY CHANGES HAVE occuRREn WITHtN ouR couNtRY As WELt AS THROUGHoUT THE 
WORLD. JUST BEFDRE OUR 1963 CONVENTION, WE WtTNESSED THE EMBERS bF FREEOOM 

SMOLDERING WITHIN TWENTY ~HU.ION aLAcK AMERICANS ERUPTING INTO BLAZING CON• 

FLAGRATIONS lN BiRMINGHAM ,. Al..ABAMAt JACKSON. rHSS!SSIPPt: NEW YoRK CtTY: 

CAr-1BRlOOE, t-1ARYLANih AND OTHER PARTS OF OUR NATION. IN 1964 t TilE MEANING OF 

THE SO-tALLBD NEGRO REVOi.OtiON BECAME CLEAR FDR ALL 10 SEE AND WAS GIVEN 

LEGISLATivE REcoGNITiON lN THE RttkNTLY ENACTED CIVIL RIGHTS LAW. 

YET, IMMJtDiATEVi FOLWWtNG THE PASSAGE OF THIS LAW, A SERIES OF 

EVENTS .SHOOK WE NAtiON~ COM1?ELLlNG THE GRIM REALiZATION THAT THE REVOLUTION 

WOUi.D CONTINUE INEXORABLY UNTIL TOTAL SLAvERY HAD BEEN REPLACED BY 'IOTAL 

FREEOOM , 

1HF! NEW EvENTS ro WHICH 1 REFER ARE: THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION 

HELD IN SAN FRANCISCO: THE CONSUMMATION OF A MARRIAGE OIF THE RADICAL RIGHT AND 

THE SEGREGATION1STS: THE HIDEOUS TRIPLE LYNCHINGS IN MISSISS.IPPI: AND tHE OUT

BREAK OF RIOTS IN SEVERAL NORTHERN CITIES. 

IN SAN FRANCISCO, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY lOOK A GIANT STRIDE AWAY. 

t;'ROM ITS LINCOLN TRADITION, GEARING ITS APPEAL AND PROGRAM 10 RACISM, REACTION 

AND EXTREMISM. ALL PEOPLE o :~ GOOD i.JILL VIEWED WITH A~RM AND CONCERN THE 

FRENZIED WEDDING AT THE COW :PALACE OF THE KKK WITH THE RADICAL RIGHT. THE 

"BEST MAN" AT THIS.. CEREMONY lflAS A SENATOR WHOSE VOTING RECORD, PHILOSOPHY AND 
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PROGRAM ARE ANATHEHA TO ALL OF THE HARD-WON ACHiEVEMENTS OF THE PAST DECADE~ 

tHUS, THE CELEBRATION OF FINAL ENAC1MENT OF THE ClVll RlGHts 

BILL CURDLeD AND SOURED~ REJOICl:NG WAS REPLACED Bit A DEBP AND FRlGHTENING CO · 

CERN THAT THE COUNTERMFORCES To NEGRO LlBERATtON COULD FLAGRANTLY NOMINATE FO R 

THE HIGHEST OFFICE IN tHE LAND of4E WHO OPENLY CLASPED THE RACtST HAND OF 

STRbM THURMOND~ A COLD FEli.R TOUCHED TIE HEliRTS OF TWENTY MILLION NEGROES. 

THEY HAD ONLY BEGUN TO COME. OUT OF THE DARK LAND OF EGYPT WHERE SO MANY OF THEIR 

BROtHERS ARE STILL IN BONDAGE - STILL DENIED ELE1-1ENTARY DIGNITY. THE FORCES 

TO BAR THE FREEDOM ROAD, TO DRIVE US BACK TO EGYPT, SEEMED SO FORMIDABLE, SO 

HIGH IN AUTHORITY, AND SO DETERMINED. 

BUT, IN 1964. OUR FEARS WILL NOT LEAD TO PANIC. I AM CONFIDENT 

THAT OUR RANKS CANNOT BE BROKEN OR SCATTERED. A FEW CAN BE PROVOKED AT TIMES 

TO UNCONTROLLED PROTESTS: STILL FEWER CAN HEED TEMPORAl{ILY THE FALSE VOICES. 

BUT THE BATTLES OF MONTGOMEk.Y , ALBANY, ST. AUGUSTINE, BIRNINGHAM AND DANVILLE 

WERE NOT IN VAIN. THE ~£. N, WOHEN AND CHILDREN WOO INTEGRATED SCHOOLS, FACED 

FIRE HOSES AND DOGS' FANGS AND FILLED THE JAILS, HAVE BEEN TEMPERED AND 

DISCIPLINED BY THESE STRUGGLES. , .. , 
1 IN THE BURSTING MOOD THta.' HAS OVERTAKEN THE NEGRO THE WORDS 
I ~--~-.... - --

"COMPROMISE", ''RETREAT", ARE PROFANE AND PERNICIOU~ THE DIRECTION OF THE 

NEGRO LIBERATIO N MOVEMENT- -INDEED ITS COMPELLING AND INSPIRED FORWARD 

MOTION--CANNOT BE DIVERTED FOR LONG.. DETOURS AND ERRORS WILL OCCUR ••• THERE 

WILL BE TENPORARY SETBACKS. HE WILL HAVE OUR VALLEY FOKGES AND SUMMER SOLDIERS, 

AND EVEN BENEDICT ARNOLDS. BUT, Ll.KE THE WORDS OF OUR INSPI Rit{; FREEDOM SONG, 

WE WILL H&AD FOR OUR GOAL BECAUSE WE 11AIN 1T GONNA LET NOBODY TURN US AROUND." 

OUR REVOLUTION IS GENUINE BECAUSE IT WAS BORN FROM THE SAME 

WOMB THAT ALWAYS GIVES BIRTH TO MASSIVE SOCIAL UPHEAVALS--THE \vOMB OF INTOLER-

ABLE CONDITIONS AND UNENDURABLE SITUATIONS, 
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THE NEGkO IS DETERMINED TO LIBERATE HIMSELF. HIS CRY FOR 

JUSTICE HAS HARDENED INTO A PALPABLE, IRRESISTIBLE FORCE. HE IS UNWILLING 

TO RETROGRESS OR EVEN tv!ARK TIME. IN THIS REVOLUTION, NO PLANS HAVE BEEN 

WRITTEN FOR RETREAT. THOSE WHO WILL NOT YET GET INTO STEP WILL FIND THE 

PARADE HAS PASSED THEM. 

FINALLY, THE NEGRO KNOWS HE IS RIGHT. HE HAS NOT CLOSED RANKS. 

HE HAS NOT ORGANIZED FOR CONQUEST TO GAIN SPOILS OR TO ENSLAVE THOSE WHO 

HAVE INJURED HIM. HIS GOAL IS NOT TO CAPTURE WHAT BELONGS TO SOMEONE ELSE--

HE MERELY WANTS AND WILL HAVE WHAT IS HONORABLY HIS! 

I HAVE DEALT AT SOME LENGTH \HTH THE BROAD PERSPECTIVE OF THE 

PROBLEMS CONFRONTING US TODAY. ALLOW ME NOW TO GIVE A CURSORY VIEW OF THE 

WORK OF SCLC DURING THE UNFOLDING EVENTS OF THE PAST YEAR. I HOPE YOU WILL 

nLLO\rl i1E THE t'I\IVILEDGE uF OOA;)TING A BIT IN YOUR BEHALF, FOR I TRULY BELIEVE 

THAT SCLC WAS IN A LAi\GE MEASU!R.E RESPONSIBlE FOR THE POSITIVE GAINS OF THE 

PAST FEW MONTHS. SCLC AROUSED THE CONSCIENCE OF THE NATION IN BIRMINGHAM, 

AND SET IN MOTION THE FORCES WHICH COALESCED TO GIVE OUR NATION A COMPRE

HENSIVE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL. 

ORGANIZATIONAL GROWTH AND EXPANSION 

SCLC CONTINUES 10 GROW AT A RAPID PACE. OUR ORGANIZATIONAL 

EXPANSION OVER THE LAST TWELVE: MONTHS HAVE BEEN NOTHING LESS THAN 

PHENOMENAL. LAST YEAR AT CONVENTION TIME WE HAD A TOTAL OF 85 ACTIVE 

AFFILIATE:S. WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INC~ASE THAT NUMBER OF ~~FFILIATES TO 217. 

PRESENTLY WE HAVE AFFILIATES IN 28 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. THIS 

GREAT AFFILIATE GROWTH IS DUE ALMOST ENTIRELY TO THE INDEFATIGABLE WORK OF 

OUR DIREC10R OF AFFILIATES, C .• T. VIVIAN. WE ALL OWE C. T. A GREAT DEBT OF 

GRATITUDE FOR HIS TIRELESS AN][) DEDl~TBD EFFORTS. 



DIRECT ACTION 

l JHE t-1AINSTAY OF THE SCLC PROGRAM IS STILL IN THE AREA OF NON-
,~~, 

VIOLENT DIRECT ACTI~~ OUR FEELING IS THAT THIS METHOD MORE THAN ANY OTHER 

IS THE BEST WAY TO RAISE Tffi~ PROBLEMS OF THE NEGRO PEOPLE AND THE INJUSTICES 

OF OUR SOCIAL ORIJER BEFORE THE COURT OF WORLD OPINION AND REQUIRE ACTION. 

THIS PAST YEAR WE HAVE WITNESSED THE FIRST SERIOUS THREAT TO 

NON-VIOLENCE AS THE T&~PERS AND FRUSTRATIONS OF NORTHERN GHETTOS HAVE FLARED 

IN OPEN VIOLENCE. HOWEVER, WE WILL NOT RETREAT FROM THIS CHALLENGE, IN FACT, 

WE GLADLY ACCEPT IT. OUR PROGRl\M THIS YEAR HAS ALREADY BEGUN TO RESPOND TO 

THESE DEMANDS. 

WHEN NORTHERN NEGROES BEGAN TO PLAN STALL-INS WHICH FAILED, AND 

DUMPING GARBAGE ON THE STEPS OF CITY HALLS, WE REALIZED THAT THE DESIRE TO 

FREEDOM WHICH WE AlrlAKENED THROUGH OUR ACTION IN THE spUTH DEi"iANDED THAT WE 

KEEP OUR PEOPLE IN MOTION, OR THE MOVEMENT MIGHT CONTINUE IN A CHAOTIC FASHION. 

OURS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO CHANNEL THE FRUSTRATIONS TOWARD PRODUCTIVE AND 

CREATIVE ENDS. ONE WAY OF DOING THIS IS BY CONTINUING TO MAKE PROGRESS 

IN THE SOUTH AND PROVIDING AN OUTLET WITH WHICH NEGROES ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 

CAN IDENTIFY. 

ANOTHER OBSERVATION WE MAKE IS THAT WHEN WE ARE IDLE, THE WHITE 

MAJORITY VERY QUICKLY FORGETS THE INJUSTICES WHICH STARTED OUR MOVEMENT AND 

ONLY THINK OF THE DEMANDS FOR PROGRESS AS UNREASONABLE REQUESTS FROM 

I 

IRRESPONSIBLE PEOPLE. FEW WHITES WOUlD DENY OUR CAUSE IN THE DAYS WHEN OOGS 

AND FIRE HOSES WERE TURNED ON OUR CHILDREN OR WHEN WE FILLED THE JAILS BY THE 

THOUSANDS IN THE QUEST FUR DIGNITY. A FEW DAYS LATER, HOWEVER. THESE SAME 
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ST, AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA WAS SYMBOLIC OF THE OLD SOUTH. THE KU 

KLUX KLAN AND THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY LINKED IN AN UNHOLY ALLIANCE TO RETAIN 

AN AIR OF TEaReR Fert NEGRO CITIZENS THERE. DR. ROBERT HAYLING, A NEGRO DENTIST . 

HAD WAGED A COURAGEOUS YEAR LONG BATTLE AGAINST THESE FORCES AND REQUESTED OUR 

HELP. SCLC SENT IN HOSEA WI LLIAMS, AND FROM THERE ON WE HAD A MOVEMENT. AT 

ONE POINT WE HAD AS MANY AS 20 OF OUR STAFF MEMBERS ON THAT DIFFICULT BATTLEFIE: t..D. 

AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF RAGING VIOLENCE IN AMERICA'S OLDEST CITY, IN WHICH MORE 

THAN 300 SCt.C-LED DEMUNS'l'iiATORS WERE ARRESTED AND SCORES OF OTHERS INJURED BY 

KLANSMEN WIELDING TIRE CHAINS AND OTHER WEAPONS, WE WERE ABLE TO PROCLAIM A 

RELATIVE VICTORY IN THAT ROCK-BOUND BASTION OF SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION. 

IN COMBINATION WITH THE LOCAL DEFENSE FUND WE BEGAN TO PAVE 

THE WAY FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL AND RUSH THROUGH ITS' 

PASSAGE. THE LEGAL AND ACTION STRATEGY, TOGETHER HAVE GIVEN US A BODY OF 

PRECEDENT FOR DEALING WITH lli1RD CORE COMMUNITIES WHO ALLOW VIGILANTE MOBS TO 

PRESERVE THE OLD SOUTH TRADI IONS. 

OUR NEXT CAMPAIGN WAS TO H\ VE BEEN IN ALABAMA. THIS WAS TO 

BE OUR TESTING GROUND FOR CmiPLIANCE WITH THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL. PLANS 

WERE ALSO UNDERWAY TO RAISE THE QUESTION OF POLITICAL REPRESENTATION AND THE 

RIGHT TO VOTE IN SUCH A WAY AS TO DEMAND CHANGE IN THE ELECTION LAWS TO PERMIT 

REGISTRATION IN LARGE NUMBERS. AT PRESENT, IT wOULD TAKE 135 YEARS TO 

REGISTER 10,000 NEGROES UNDER THE EXISTING VOTING REGULATIONS. 

TWO THINGS INTERFERED WITH THIS PLAN. 

UNDER JAMES BEVEL DID TUO GuOD A MOBILIZATION JOB. 

FIRST, UUR FIELD STAFF 

WHEN THE ALABAMA POWER 

STRUCTURE BECAME AWARE OF OUR PLANS THEY HADE SURPRISINGLY REASONABLE PLANS 

TO COMPLY WITH THE: CIVIL RIGHTS BILL LEST THEY SUFFER THE HIGH COST OF 

CONFLICt. 



~ ·._ THE SECO~JD FACTOR WAS THE MllNENT CANDIDACY OF SENATOR 
' : .. :'· • • '..! ~ 

.. . '· ·.· ,:; .. \.. ' ' 

GOLDWt,\ 'f R WH1C:i1 'MADE IT ESSENTIAL FOR US TO TURN ALL FORCES TO AREAS WHE 
~~: ' 

. , REGisT I troN couLD BE READILY Accor:PLlS~:~;. AND WHERE POLITICAL RESULTS WE.tt.E 

, .. P0SSIB1. THIS RESULTED IN THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE EFFORT Ui 

ALABAMA ~ 

FOLLOW INC -THIS, JIM BEVEL AND THE ALABAMA STAFF BEGAN IO 

WORK MORE IN NORTHERN CITIES. RIOTS HAD BROKEN OUT AND THREATENED TO l'{U lf'( 

i 
SOME OF ; THE GAINS OE' THIE NON-VIOLENT MOVEMENT. A TEAl'i WAS S'ENT INTO 

I 
i 

ROCHESTER TO BEGIN \.;fORKING WITH RIOTING GANGS AND TO EXPERIMENT WITH 
! 
I 

METHODS ! OF WORKING IN THE NORTH. THE RESULTS WERE SPECTACULAR. IN A FEw 
! 
I 

DAYS THE SAME GANGS WHO RIOTED, HAD SECURED REPRESENTATION ON THE COMNUNlTI 
I 
I 

CENTE R !BOARD, HELD CONFERENCES WITH TI£ POLICE CHIEF AND CITY MANAGER, ANO 
I 

HAD BEG~N TO WORK IN VOTER REGISTRATION. FOLLOWING THIS SUCCESSFUL 

EXPERI~ENT, THE TEAM MOVED ON TO PHILADELPHIA WHERE SIMILAR RESULTS WERE 

ACHIEvdD. 

' 
VOTER REGISTRATION 

I ONE OF THE SELDOM MENTIO~i> DEVELOPMEN;S THAt HAS TAKEN 

PLACE OVER THE LAST FE1rJ YEARS HAS BEEN THE PHENOMINAL GROWTH OF NEGRO 

REGIST~TION IN THE SOUTH. NEGRO REGISTRAT!ON IN 11 SOUTHERN STATES HAS 
! 

NEARLY /DOUBLED SINCE THE 1960 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. NEGRO VOTERS NOW 

NUMBER 'MORE THAN 2 MILLION cbMPAREb tJt'fH 1.1 MILLION FOUR YEARS AGO. THIS 

INCREASED POLITICAL STRENGTH MAY WELL PREVENT SENATOR GOLDWATER FROM 

CARRYING THE SOUTH IN THE COMING ELECTION. 

I I AM HAPPY TO REPORT THAT SCLC HAS PLAYED A MOST SIGNIFICANT 
i 
I 

ROLE IN MAK I NG THIS VOTER REGISTRATION LEAP l?OSSIBLE. UNITING WITH OTHEK 

CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS IN THE VOTER EDUCATION PROJECT, WE HAVE WORKED IN 

I 
CONMUN~TIES ALL ACROSS THE SOUTH. DURING THE PAST YEAR ALONE, SCLC WAS IN-

' 

STRUMEkTAL
1 

IN AIDING IDCAL AND STATE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE REGISTERING 
I 

OF APP
1
ROXIMATELY 100,000 NEw VOTERS. IN ADDITION TO TI-IESE PERMANENT 
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REGISTRATIONS, SCLC PI.{I..'fEO A KEY ROLE IN RECRUITING AU10ST 60,000 BLOCK 

WORKERS ACROSS THE STATE OF TEXASt WHO IN TURN REGISTERED MORE THAN 300,000 

NEGRO CITIZENS ON THE ANNllJAL TEXAS R&GISTRATION THROUGH POLL TAX PLAN. THI!~ 

WAS ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE WORK OF OUR BIRMINGHAM REGISTRATION TEAM WHO 

FIRED UP STUDRliiTS ACROS.s nm GREAT STATE OF TEXAS IN A TW1ENOOUS EFFORT 

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF .THR Tg~AS COUNciL oF voTERs. 

APPROXIMATE:LY 40;000 VOTEltS WERE ADDED IN THE STATE OF GEORGI .. 

PERHAPS THE TWO MOST OUTSTANDING EFFORTS IN THE SOUTH WERE HELD IN ATLANTA 

AND SAVANNAHt WI!ERE THEi POLITICAL TIDE HAS BEGUN TO TUI{N AND WHERE NEGRO 

CITIZENS WERE ABLE TO REGISTER IN NEIGHBORHOOD LOCATIONS. ATLANTA REGISTERED 

ALMOST 20,000 AND SAVANNAh 8,000. OTHER SIGNIFICANT DRIVES WERE CONDUCTED I K 

ALBANY AND IN JONES COUNTY. THE GEORGIA REGISTRATlON OF NEGRO VOTERS NOW 

STANDS NEAR THE 300,000 MARK, AND THIS HAS REMOVED GEORGIA FROM THE DIXIECRAT 

CAMP AND STARTED HER ON A PATH OF MODERATION AND PROGRESS. 

OTHER DRIVES WERE HELD IN EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA WHERE 2,000 

VOTER.'S WERE ADDED, VIRGINIA WHERE J,610 WERE ADDED IN SPITE OF A $4.86 POLL TAX; 

WHERE CITIZENSHIP SCHOOLS ORGANIZED IN ALL 46 COUNTIES WORKED IN A STATEWIDE 

ORGANIZATION WHICH BROUGHT SOUTH CAROLINA'S REGISTRATION UP TO 250~000. 

THERE IS A DIRECT CORRELATION BETWEEN THE NUMBER OF VOTERS AND 

THE MORAL CLIMATE OF A GIVgN STATE. THIS IS WHY I STILL CONTEND THAT ONE OF 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT STEPS THAT THE NEGRO CAN TAKE IS THAT SHORT ~ALK TO THE 

VOTING BOOTH. 

CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

LAST YEAR SCLC RECEIVED A GRANT OF ~250 1 000.QQ. FOR A TWO YEAR 

PROGRAM IN BASIC CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION. THIS WAS THE THIRD YEAR THAT WE HAVE 

BEEN INVOLVED IN THIS PROGRAH WITH THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF THE 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST • THE GRANT CALLS FOR TRAINING 300 LOCAL COMMUNITY 

LEADERS EACH YEAR TO CONDUCT CLASSES FOR ADULTS WHICH WILL TRAIN THEM TO VOTE 

I 

( 

c. 
"' ( 
j 
( 
1 

J 
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OF THOSE BU;:>INESSES THAT ~JILL GIVE A FAIR SHARE OF THE JOBS AND ECuNOMIC 

WITHLRAWAL FROM THCJSE BUSINESSES THAT HAVE DISCRUHNATORY POLICIES. THE KEY HORJ 

IN OPERATION BREADBASKET IS RESPECT: IT SAYS IN SUBSTANCE , IF YOU RESPECT MY 

.DOLLARS YOU MUST KESPECT MY PERSON. IF YOU RESPECT MY ~U}NTITATIVE SUPPORT, 

THEN YOU MU3T HRSPECT THE QUALITY OF HY JOB, AND MY BASIC i'1ATE RIAL NEEDS. IN 

SHORT, THIS PROGRAM SAYS YOU HAVE A rlORAL OBLIGATION TO REFUSE TO USE YOUR 

DOLLARS TO PERPETUATE SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION. 

THE HOST SUCCESS FUL SOUTHERN EXPRESSION OF OPERATION BREAD-

BASKET HAS BEEN THE JOB DONE BY OUR ATLANTA A""'FILIATE. UNDER THE LEADERSHIP 

OF RALPH ABERNATHY, JOSEPH GRIER, OLIVER HOLMES AND OTHERS FAR TOO NUHEROUS 

TO MENTION, A MARVE LOUS PROGRA!11 HAS BEEN DEVELOPED . THEY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 

UNIDCK EIGHTY SEALED DOORS OF DISCRil'1INATICJ N A~D MAJ'E THAT POSSIBLE AND EVEN 

EASY WHICH A FEW YEARS AGO AP~EARED TO BE DIFFICULT AND IMPOSSIBLE. I N LESS 

THAN TWO YEARS THEY HAVE ADDED MORE THAN TWO MILLIUN DOLLARS TO THE ATLANTA 

NEGROES' INCOME BY SECURING NEW AND UPGRADED JOBS THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN 

CLOSED TO THEM. 

OPERATION BREADBASKET IS A GREAT PROGRAN. THE NEED FACING US NUW 

IS TO BROADEN IT TO COVER ALL CJF OUR AFFILIATES, AND INDEED LIFT IT TO THE 

NATIGNAL ARENA WHICH WILL GIVE IT ADDED POWER IN GRAPPLING WITH THE NOTORIOUS 

PROBLEM OF JOB INEQUALITY. 

OPERATION DIALOGUE 

SCLD INTRODUCED A NEt.J DEPAR'll'1ENT IN THE PAST FEI.J HONTHS, MuRE 

AND MORE WE HAVE COME TO REALIZE THAT THE NEGRO NEEDS ALLIES I N THE WHITE 

COMt-'lUNITY I F I.JE ARE TO EFFECT E'ERi'1ANENT SOCIAL CHANGE, OUR EXPERIENCE IN 

PAST YEARS HAS INDICATED THAT A COALITION OF NEGRO CITIZE NS AN D HHITE PERSONS 

OF GOOD \.JILL l'1UST WORK TOGETHER. NOhl HARRY BOYTE, OF OUR STAFF, HAS BEEN 

ASSIGNED TO EXPLGRE 1 AVENUES OF COMMUNICATION AMGNG THE MANY WHITE PEOPLE 

WHO ARE RESPONDING to OUR CALL TO CONSCIENCE OF THE RACE QUESTION . ALREADY 

HE HAS HAD SIGN FICANT RESULTS IN NORTH CAROLINA AND FLO RIDA. 
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OFFICE ArMINlSTF~!LAr·!Q_ STAFF (:fiA~~ 

OUR S'fAFF CONTINUES TO DEVELOP AND TO GROW ACCORDING TO THE 

DEMANDS OF THE TU1ES. PRESENTLY WE ARE OPERATING WITH A SATFF OF 62 FULL 

TIME PERSONS, ALONG WITH 15 PilRT TIME WORKERS WHO FALL UNDER THE CATEGORY 

OF VONUNTEER AND REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES. THIS STAFF HAS PERFOR.tt.tED EXTRA-

ORDINARILY WELt 4bMIDST VERY DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES AND TREMENOOUS DEMANDS. 

GRADUALLY WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEMS OF GRm~TH FROM AN 

ORGANIZATION OF 3 TO ONE OF 62 IN A FEW YEARS TIME. WE HAVE NOT YET MASTERED 

OUR JOB, BUT WE ARE GAINING IN OUR PURSUIT OF THE KIND OF ADMINISTRATIVE EX-

CELLENCE WHICH A MOVEMENT SUCH AS THIS DEMANDS. 

OUR HOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGE REVOLVED AROUND THE LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

OF OUR EXECUTIVE diRECTOR, WYATT TEE WALKER. WYATT NURTURED THE ORGANIZATION 

THROUGH SOME OF ITS' MOST DIFFICULT DAYS AND GAVE BRILLIANT LEADERSHIP TO THE 

NON-VIOLENT STRUGGLE FROM THE SIT-INS THROUGH THE FREEDOM RIDES, MONROE, NORTH 

CAROLINA., ALBANY, GEORGIA, AND BIRMINGHAM • ALABAMA. HIS ADMINISTRATIVE 

LEADERSHIP CARRIED US FROM MEAGER BEGINNINGS TO THE PRESENT WORLD-REKNOWNED 

I 

ORGANIZATION WHICH WE NOW WITNESS. I PERSONALLY MUST ATfEST TO THE Gl{EAT 

HELP HE WAS TO ME DURING THESE: YEARS FROM 1960 TO 1964. 

WYATT HAS GONE ON TO ONE OF THE NEW DIRECTIONS IN THE QUEST FOR 

FREEDOM AS HE SEEKS TO WORK AGAINST THE CULTURAL BLACKOUT WHICH HAS DEPRIVED 

NEG.ROES OF A SENSE OF HISTORY AND HERITAGE. HE IS NOW SERVING AS VICE 
I 

PRESIDENT OF EDUCATIONAL HERITAGE AND WORKING ON AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF NEGRO LIFE. 

GOD MUST BE WITH US, FOR YOU OON'T FIND REPLACEMENTS FOR A WYATT 

TEE WAL,KER VERY EASILY. ( _!!OWEVER, OUR NEEDS HAVE BEEN MEr IN MOST ADEQUATE 

FASHION BY A SERIES OF MOVES AND THE ADDITION TO THE STAFF OF RANDOLPH BLACKWELL 

AS PROGRAM CO-ORDINATOR. HOSHA WILLIAMS HAS MOVED TO ATLANTA AND NOW SERVES 

AS DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL ACTION. ,, JAMES BEVEL HAS ASSUMED DUTIES AS DIRECTOR 
> 

OF DIRECT ACTION, AND ANDREW YOUNG FILLS IN AS EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT!) ALL OF 

THESE MEN ARE 
1

pEoib.iHED, BtULI..IANT ~ AND SOLIDLY COMMITTED TO THE CAUSE WHICH 

WE REPRESENT. Ill 



- 11 -

OUR F'IELD STAFF HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED THROUGH THE ADDITION uF 

MRS. BERNICE ROBINSON IN SOUTH CAROLINA, REV. S~~UEL WELLS IN GEORGIA, AND 
<~~.~--

MISS ADELE CANTOR AS OUR NEW YORK FUND-RAISER, AND NUMEROUS ADDITIONS TO THE 

CATAGORY OF SUBSISTENCE WORKERS. 

IN PUBLIC RELATIONS WE HAVE MANAGED TO CONTINUE TO FOCUS 

ATTENTIUN TO THE NEEDS OF THE NEGRO PEOPLE THROUGH PUBLICISING THE ACTIVITIES 

OF OUR ORGA#lZATlUN. THIS YEAR WE COMPLETED AN INTERPRETIVE JOURNAL, THE 

SCLC STORY. OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR, ED CLAYTON, DID A NATCHLESS JOB 

IN COMPILING THIS USEFUL DOCUMENT. TO DATE WE HAVE DISTRIBUTED MORE THAN 

40,000 COPIES. THE RESPONSE TO THE BOOKLET HAS BEEN VERY GOOD, AND WE STILL 

URGE EACH AFFILIATE: TO SELL AS MANY COPIES AS POSSIBLE. 

WHAT OF THE FUTURE? 

THIS,, IN BRIEF, IS AN ACCOUNT OF SCLC 1 S WORK OVER THE LAST 

TWELVE MONTHS. IT IS A RECORD OF WHICH WE CAN ALL BE PROUD, AND ONE THAT 

BRINGS ALL OF US Cl~SER TO THE GOAL OF FREEDOM. BUT WE CANNOT REST CONTENT 

ON THE LAURELS OF PAST ACHIEVEMENTS. BRIGHT YESTERDAYS HUST BE TRANSFORNED 

lN'IO EVEN BRIGHTER TOMORROWS. IT IS TRUE THAT, BY AND LARGE, WE HAVE LEFT 

THE DUSTY SOILS OF EGYPT AND CROSSED A RED SEA WHOSE WATERS HAD FOR YEARS 

BEEN HARDENED BY A LONG AND PIERCING WINTER OF MASSIVE RESISTANCE. ~- BUT EVEN 

AFTER LEAVING EGYPT WE MUST FACE THE .H:,.w FACT THAT A CONFUSING, 

FRUSTRATING AND BE\.llLDERING WILDERNESS LIES AHEAD. BEFORE WE REACH THE MAJESTIC 

SHORES OF THE PROMISED U~ND, \.JE MUST CliNFRONT .t'ROiHGiuUS HILLTOPS OF OPPOSITION 

AND GIGANTIC MOUNTAINS OF INJUSTICE. WE NEED A CHART; WE NEED A COMPASS; 

INDEED, vJE NEED SOME NORTH STAR TO GUIDE US INTO A FUTURE SHROUDED WITH 
I 

lMPENATRABLE UNCERTAINTIES. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE NEW DIRECTIONS THAT THE 

MOVEMENT MUST TAKE? 

DEMONSTRATIONS AND POLITICAL ACTION 

i 
: THE SCLC MUST REAFFIRM ITS ALLEGIANCE TO THE TIHE HONORED 

TACTICS AND S~RATEGIES THAT I-lAVE SERVED US SO WELL lN THE PA6T TEN YEARS. 
Ill 
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~~~ WHEN IT IS APPROPRIATE, WE WILL ENCOURAGE SIT-IN'S, PRAY-IN'S, 

BOYCOTT'S, PIEKET LINES, MAR•CHES, CIVIL DISuBEDIENCE AND ANY FORM OF PROTEST 

AND DE1'10NSTRAT10NS THAT ARE NON-VIOLENTLY CONCEIVED AND EXECUTED. 

AT THE SAME Tll1E \~E RECOGNIZE THAT THE RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY AND 

PROTEST IS A RELATIVE RIGHT SUBJECT TO REGULATIONS TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF 

OTHERs. CITIZENS ~ NOT f-L'.Vl~ t.f!E_~~l. OR POLITICAL RIGHT ro DREAM UP OR TO 

ENGAGE IN FANTASTIC GIMHICKS TO AROUSE PUBLIC ATI'ENTiuN THAT HAY CAUSE INJURY 

?"!""' 

OR POSSIIll..E DEATH TO OTHEI~ .(~ITIZENS, EVEN TO ADVANCE A JUST CAUSE. NO CITIZE~ 
. -.. ................ _ .. 

HAS THE RIGHT TO ENGAGE IN RIOTING, CIVIL DISORDER, OR HULIGANISM IN A 

DEMOCRACY NO MATTER HOW GRAVl~ HIS GRIEVANCES.] 

BEYOND THE DEMONSTRATIONS ARE TACTICS, NOT PRINClPLES. THEY 

ARE NEITHER SACRED NOR ETERNAL. TACTICS ARE TO BE USED ONLY SO LONG AS THEY 

ARE EFFECTIVE IN ACHIEVING Sl?ECIFIC GOALS. THI::Y SHOULD BE SUBJECTED TO FREQUE~'T 

Af\.ALYSlS, RE!V!EW AND EVALUATION. TACTICS HUST BE NODIFIED IN l~SI'ONSE TO THE 

EVER CHANGING SITUATIONS THAT CONFRONT US. 

IN THE PAST OUR DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST FUBLIC ACCOMNODATIONS 

HAVE BEEN HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL PRECISELY BECAUSE THEY WERE UNIQUE IN DOING 

THREE THINGS: 

FIRST, THEY CALLED ATTENTION TO THE EVIL. I 

SECONDLY, THEY AROUSED THE CONSCIENCE OF THE COMMUNITY. 

THIRD, THEY ELllHINATED THE EVIL ITSELF WHEN MEN, WOMEN AND 

CHILDREN STOOD FIRM AND ACCEPTED WHAT CAME. 

HOWEVER, FO~HING THE PASSAGE OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL, WHICH 

HAS SO PROFOUNDLY EFFECTED PUBLIC ACCOMMODi-\TIONS IN THE SOUTH, OUR ATTENTION 

OF NECESSITY MUST NOW ENCOHPASS MANY AREAS BEYOND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS. THESE 
1/ 

INCLUDE JOBS, ELIMINATION OF SLUMS AND QUALITY-INTEGRATED SCHOOLS. V 

WHILE DEMONSTRATIONS OF OLD AND NEW VARIETIES WILL 00 DOUBT 

CONTINUE TO PLAY ~ VITAL ROLE IN THIS NEW PERIOD, WE MUST CLEARLY SEE 

DEMONSTRATIONS rJ LIGHT OF THE OBJECTIVE SITUATION WE NOW FIND OURSELVES 

THRUST INTO. ~I 
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IN FACING THE PKOBLEMS INVOLVED IN SECURING DECENT HOUSING, ADEQUATE JOBS AND 

QUALITY-INTEGRATED SCHOOLS, WE MUST REALIZE THAT DEMONSTRATivNS IN MOST CASES 

CAN ONLY 00 !1-lO THINGS: 

0NE, CALL ATTENTION TO THE EVIL. 

T~O, AROUSE THE CCNSCIENCE OF THE COMMUNITY, BUT UNLIKE OUR 

EXPERIENCE WITH PU3LIC ACCOMNOOATIONS - SUCH DEMGNSTRATIONS ARE NOT A PROGRAM 

FOl~ REMOVING THE EVIL ITSELF. THESE AREAS--REQUIRK..J?_QLITICAL ACTION, FOR WE 
------ -=---.... .. ·. 

ARE NG~l FACING BASIC SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS THAT REQUIRE POLITICAL REF0&'1 

/ 
FOR EXAr1PLE, DEi•.ONSTRATIONS CAN BE USEFUL IN CALLING ATIENTION 

I I TO THE FACT THAT NEGROES AKE TRAGICALLY UNEHPLOYED. BUT SUCH DEMONSTRATIONS 

ARE NOT A PROGRAM, OR A l"lEANS FOR OBTAINING JOBS. SUCH A PROGRAM CALLS FOR 

POLITICAL ACTION. IT CALLS FOR POLITICAL ACTION TO REALIZE TWO OBJECTIVES: 

ONE, BILLIONS OF DOLLARS ARE NEED TO ENSURE FULL AND FAIR 

\ EMPLOYMENT. THIS IS FAR NORE THAN A DEMONSTRATION. THIS IS A QUESTION OF 

· CREATING POLITICSL PO\'JER TO l~CE CONGRESS TO APPROI'RIATE SUCH A SUM uF HONEY. 

SECONDLY, NEGRO PEOPLE 00 NOT THEHSELVES POSSESS THE POLITICAL 

POWER TO CREATE FULL EHPLOYi"lE.NT ALONE. WE MUST ADD OUR POLITICAL POWER TO 

THAT OF OTHER GROUPS (THE l.{ELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES, CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT AND 

JE~JISH, TO LAilOR, TO THE LIBERALS AND INTELLECTUALS) IN ORDEi.<. TO CREATE A 

BROAD AND STRONG POLITICAL FORCE TO ENSURE POSITIVE ACTION. 

IN LIGHT OF THE POLITICAL DEt'1ANDS OF THE NEW SITUATION IN THE 

AUTUMN OF 1964, PERHAPS THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION WE C.t\N t1AKE TO AMERICAN 

DEHOCRACY, AND TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS HOVEMENT IS THIS: WE MUST REJECT RIGIDITY. 

WE MUST RENOUNCE THE REHEARSED RESPONSE. ~-IE MUST KEMi\IN ETEKNALLY OPEN TO NEW 

IDEAS AND TO NEW TACTICS AND STRATEGIES . 

I 
AS , GANDHI REALIZED AND STATED SU \.JELL • "NGN-VIOLENCE IS THE 

EXPERIMENT TtJ~TH TRUTH" AND IF WE ARE TO REMAIN FAITHFUL TO TRUTH AND TO NON-

VIOLENCE, WE MUST BE "AS LITTLE CHILDREN" THAT IS AJUSTABLE, PREPARED TO ENGAGE 
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WAR ON POVERTY 

SCLC AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT GENERALLY MUST VIGOROUSLY JOIN 

THE WAR AGAINST POVERTY. THE NEWLY ENACTED CIVIL RIGHTS BILL BRINGS THE AMERICA:i 

NEGRO TO THE THRESHOLD OF BECOMING A FIRST CLASS PARTICIPANT IN OUR SOCIETY. BU T 

UNTIL HE CAN BE RElEASED FROM ECONOMIC PRIVATION HE CANNOT FULLY BE DEEMED 

LIBERATED. NEGROES ARE STILL AT THE BOTTOM OF THE ECONOMIC LADDER. THEY ARE 

CHAINED TO THE LOWEST RUNG BY A DOUBLE LOCK: ONE IMPRISONS THEM ON THE BASIS OF 

COLOR WHILE THE SECOND BINDS THEM TO A CULTURE OF POVERTY. 

OUR AFFLUENT NATION IS EXPERIENCING A COMPLEX MANPOWER REVOLUTION, 

DRAMATIC SHIFTS IN THE COMPOSITION OF LABOR FORCE, INCREASING RAPID TECHNOLOGICAl. 

CHANGE AND RISING EDUCATIONAL AND SKILL REQUIREMENTS. AT THE SAME TIME, AUTOMA flOrf 

IS ELIMINATING JOBS FROM OUR ECONOMY AT THE RATE OF FORTY THOUSAND PER WEEK OR 

TWO MILLION EIGHTY THOUSAND A YEAR. WHILE TECHNOLOGICAL FORCES AND STRUCTURAL 

UNEMPLOYMENT BROUGHT ABOUT BY AUTOMATION ARE COLORBLIND, THE OBJECTIVE ECONOMIC 

POSITION OF THE NEGRO IN SOCIETY ~USES HIM AS A GROUP TO BE HARDEST HIT BY 

AUTOMATION. 

POVERTY IN 'AMERICA TENDS TO BE CONCENTRATED AMONG DISADVANTAGED 

GROUPS. ONE-HALF OF ALL NEGRO FAMILIES IN THE UNITED STATES ARE POOR BY THE 

$3,000.00 ANNUAL INCOME DEFINITION. YET WE MAKE UP ONLY 22 PERCENT OF THE OVER-ALL 

NINE MILLION POOR FAMILIES. IN 1962, ALMOST ONE OUT OF THREE NON-WHITE WORKERS 

HAD NOT COMPLETED ElEMENTARY SCHOOL AS COMPARED WITH ONE IN TEN AMONG WHITES. 

A FIFTH OF NON-WHITE AND A THIRD OF WHITES HAD FINISHED HIGH SCHOOL. IN 1959, 

THE MEDIAN ANNUAL INCONE OF ALL THE WHITE POPULATION WHO HAD INCOME WAS $3, 207.00 

WHEREAS FOR NEGROES IT WAS SLIGHTLY OVER $1,518.00. THE AVERAGE NEGRO WITH 

FOUR YEARS OF COLLEGE EDUCATION CAN EXPECT TO EARN LESS IN HIS LIFETIME THAN THE 

WHITE EIGHTH GRADE DROP OUT. IN SHORT, NEGROES IN ~!ERICA ARE UNEMPLOYED THE 

LONGEST, HAVE LOWEt EARNINGS ~JHEN THEY ARE EMPLOYED, AND HAVE LESS EDUCATION 
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AND ON THE AVERAGE BENEFIT LESS FINANC I ALLY FROM THE EDUCATION THEY DO ATTAIN. 

CONGRESSi'1AN McCULLOCH' S REPORT ( HR 914, PART 2) SUCCINCTLY 

CORROBORATES THE DEPLORABLE FACTS CONCERNING NEGRO POVERTY. I QUOTE FROM P. 27 

OF THAT REPORT: 

"IN 1962, NONWHITES MADE UP 11 PERCENT OF THE CI VILIAN LABOR FORCE, 

BUT 22 PERCENT OF THE UNEMPLOYED , APPROXIMATELY 900,000 NONW HITES WERE WITHOUT 

JOBS DURING THE YEAR-·-THEREBY CONSTITUTING AN UNEt1PLOYMENT RATE OF 11 PERCENT. 

THIS WAS MORE THAN TWJLCE THE AA TE OF I..JHITE UNEMPLOYED HORKERS. THE BREAKDOvJN 

Al\J.ONG AGE , SEX, AND OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES IS EVEN HORE STRIKING. MO REOVER, 

AMONG NEGROES \.JHU ARE EMPLOYED , THE IR JOBS AI{£ LARGELY CO NCENTRATED AMONG THE 

SEMISKILLED AND UNSKILLED OCCUPATIONS. THIS HAS THE EFFECT OF SEVERELY 

RETARDING THE ECONOMIC STANDARDS OF THE NEGRO POPULATION. LIKEWISE, CONCENTRA-

TION AT THE LOWER LEVELS OF EMPLOYHENT HEIGHTENS THE CHANCE S OF EARLY AND LONG 

DURATION LAYOFFS. THIS IS PARTICULARLY EVIDENT TODAY \HTH THE RAPID UPGRADING 

OF JOB SKILLS WHICH IS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED HITH AUTOMATION . 

SADLY 1 FIND THAT THE TREND IS TOWARD EVER INCREASING NEGRO 

UNEMPLOYHENT. IT IS IRONIC THAT ON THE VERY DAY WHEN THE PRESIDENT SIGNE D 

THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL, JULY 2, 1964, THE LABOR DEPARTMENT RELEASED THE FACT 

THAT THE NATIONAL UNEMPLOYHENT RATE HAD I NCREASED IN JUNE FRUH 5. l to 5. 3 PERCENT. 

IN HUMAN TERMS, PEOPLE NOT PE RCENTAGES, THIS REPRESE NTED AN I NCREASE OF ONE 

HILLION ONE HUNDRED PERSO NS , OF HHICH ABOUT ONE -FOURTH ARE NEGRO. 

:i HE NEGRO TODAY IS NOT STRUGGLING FOR SOHE ABSTRACT, VAGUE 

-- .... 
RIGHTS, BUT FOR CONCRETE AND PROHPT I HPROVEMENT I N HIS WAY OF LIFE · I WHAT WILL 

J 

IT PROFIT HIM TO BE ABLE TO SEND HIS CHIW REN TO AN I NTEGRATED SCHOOL I F THE 

FAMILY I NCOME IS I NSUFI'ICIENT TO BUY THEM SCHOOL CLOTHES? \.VHAT VJI LL HE GAIN BY 

BEING PERMITTED TO MOVE TO AN INTEGRATED NEIGHBORHOOD IF HE CANNOT AFFORD TO 

DO SO BECAUSE HE 16 UNEMPLOYED OR HAS A LmJ-PAYING JOB WITH NO FUTURE? OF WHAT 
I 

I 
ADVANTAGE IS 1T TO THE NEGRO TO ESTABLISH THAT HE CAN BE SERVED I N INTEGRATED 
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RESTAURANTS OR .'\CCOt<UvlODATED I N IN'IEGRATED HOTELS, IF HE IS BOUND TO THE KIND 

OF FINANCIAL SERVITUDE WHICH \.JILL NOT ALL0\-7 HIM TO TAKE A VACATION OR EVEN TO TA..:E 

HIS WIFE OUT TO DINE? NEGROES HUST NOT ONLY HAVE THE RIGHT TO GO INTO ANY 

ESTABLISHMENT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, BUT THEY MUST ALSO nE ABSORBED INTO OUR 

ECONOMIC SYSTE1'1 IN SUCH A HANNER THAT THEY CAN AFFORD TO EXERCISE THAT RIGHT. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR RIGHTS IS, AT BOTTOM, A STRUGGLE FOR OPPORTUNITIE 3 . 

IN ASKING FOR OPPORTUNITY, THE NEGRO IS NOT SEEKING CHARITY. HE DOES NOT WANT TO 

LANGUISH ON HELFARE ROLLS ANY MORE THAN THE NEXT MAN . HE DOES NOT WANT TO BE 

GIVEN A JOB HE CANNOT HANDLE. NEITHER, HOWEVER, DOES HE WANT TO BE TOLD THAT 

THERE IS NO PLACE WHERE HE CAN BE TRAINED TO HANDLE IT. SO WITH EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITY MUST COl1E THE PRACTICAL, REALISTIC AID HHICH \illLL EQUIP HIH TO 

SEIZE IT. GIVING A PAIR OF SHOES TO A MAN \"JHO HAS NOT LEARNED TO WALK IS A 

CRUEL JEST. 

TO BETTER UNDERSTAND ONE OF THE FACTORS INVOLVED IN THE OUTBREAK 

OF RIOTS AND THE SELF-CONTAINED RESENTMENT OF MILLivNS OF NEGROES WHO LOOM SO 

LARGE IN THE GRUESOME ST~.TISTICS OF UNEHPLOYHENT, AUTOMATION AND POVERTY, UNE 

MUST ASSUME THAT THE NEGRO READS AND REARS ABOUT AMERICA 1 S UNPRECEDENTED PROS· 

PERITY. GLISTENING TOWERS OF GLASS AND STEEL EASILY SEEN FROM THE GHETTO SPRING 

UP ALMOST OVERNIGHT. JET LINERS SPEED OVER THE GHETTOES AT SIX HUNDRED !'fiLES 

AN HOUR; SATELLITES STREAK THROUGH OUTER SPACE AND REVEAL DETAIL.:> OF THE MOON . 

BUT NINETY PERCENT OF THE NATION IS IGNORANT OF THE DETAILS OF GHETTO LIFE ON 

EARTH. PRESIDENT !OHNSON, I N HIS STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE, EMPHASIZED THIS 

CONTRADICTION WHEN HE HERALDED THE UNITED STATES 1 "HIGHEST STANDARD OF LIVING 

IN THE WORLD: AND DEPLORED Tffi\T IT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY DISLOCATIONS, LOSS OF 

JOBS AND THE SPECTER OF POVERTY IN THE HIDST OF PLENTY." 

AMIDST THIS AFFLUENCE, THE NEGRO LIVES MOSTLY IN THIS SICK CULTURE 
I 

OF INCREASING POVERTY. HE BECOMES CYNICAL AND SKEPTICAL ABOUT "tJJARS ON POVERTY" 

WHEN HE READS ABOUT EXPENDITURES TO PHOTOGRAPH THE MOON WHICH ARE MANY-FOLD 
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LARGER THAN THE COST OF THE ANTI-POVERTY BILL ,.t3EFORE CONGRESS. HE READS THE 

NEW YORK TIMES OF JULY 24, 1964, AND .LEARNS THAT THE SENATE PASSED AN ANTI

POVERTY BILL WHICH PROPOSES TO SPEND $947,000.00 AND ON THE Sffi~E FRONT PAGE OF 

THE TIMES HE READS THAT FOR ONLY SIX NONTHS OF THIS YEAR GENERAL MOTORS 

ANNOUNCED AN AFTER TAX PROFIT OF ONE BILLION 138 MILLIUN DOLLARS: FORD 324 

MILLION AND CHRYSLER 114 MILLION--MAKING AN AGGREGATE FOR THESE THREE AUTO 

PRODUCERS OF ONE BILLION 676 MILLION DOLLAR.3. IN THIS RICH LAND, WHERE ONLY 

THREE OF OUR MANY UCH CORPORATIONS REPOKTED SUCH PROFITS FOR HALF A YEAR THE 

GOVERNMENT l.fAS FIGHTING HARD TO ADOPT A t1EASURE TO SPEND A LITTLE MORE THAN HALF 

OF THAT PROFIT. THIS 947 MILLION AS A WAR ON POVERTY Al"lOUNTED TO $23.67 FOR EACH 

OF THE 40 MILLION OF A~ITTED POOR! 

I AM NOT HERE TO OPPOSE THE WAR ON POVERTY. I WELCOME A 

CAUTIOUS BEGINNING IF IT IS THE START, NOT THE END, OF THE PROGRAM. A REAL 

WAR REQUIRES FULL NOBILIZATION OF ALL RESOURCES. IT NEEDS AN OFFENSIVE FORCE 

WHICH MOVES WITH LIGHTNING SPEED. 

ONLY A FEW MONTHS AGO, WE WITNESSED HOW THIS NATION CAN RESPOND. 

TO A CRISIS. WITHIN HOURS AFTER THE EVENTS IN THE GULD OF TONKIN, THE !'~SOURCES 

o~· THE HILIT,\1{¥ ;.JEi'\E JIRECTED DK,I.i'!aTICi\LLY id~D QUICKLY RIGHT AT THE TARGET. NO 

ONE PAUSED TO FIGURE THE DOLLARS AND CENTS COST. THE MILITARY, CONGRESS AND 

EVEN THE UN WERE MOBILIZED. 

IF THE NEGRO EXPECTS THIS TYPE OF HOBILIZATION FOR A WAR 

AGAINST POVERTY IS HE ASKING FAR TOO MUCH? DID NOT THE PRESIDENT IN HIS 

1964 STATE OF THE UNION HESSAGE PLEDGE A FAl\-REACHING WAR NOT ONLY T011 RELIEVE 

THE SYMPTOMS OF POVERTY, BUT TO CURE IT AND ABOVE ALL PREVENT IT • 11 

THE AGGRESSION OF THE FORCES OF POVERTY MUST BE MET WITH A FULL 

SCALE WAR, IF THE VICTIMS OF THIS AGGRESSION; NEGRO AND WHITE ALIKE, KEPRE

SENTING AT LEAST ONE-FIITH OF THIS NATION, ARE TO FEEL THEY ARE PARTNERS 

IN THIS LAND OF OPPORTUNITY. 
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ONE ENCOUNTERS THESE DAYS A MOST l"llSCHIEVOUS APPROL-I.CH TO 

THE ISSUE OF POVERTY . APPEALING TO DEEP ROOTED PkEJUDICE IT SUGGESTS THAT 

THE WAR ON POVERTY IS SOLELY TO AID THE COLORED POOR; THAT I T IS J UST A PART OF 

THE CIVIL RIGHTS ISSUE. IN TRUTH, UF THE 9. 3 l'1 ILLIO N FAMILIES CLASSIFIED BY 

THE GOVERNMENT AS POOR, 7. 3 !"JILLION OR 78 PERCE NT Al\E HHITE AND 2 Iv!ILLION OR 

22 PERCENT ARE NON-l.JHITE. 

liJE UNDERST.~ND h'HAT MO~IVATES THIS HISCHIEF . WITH EACH DAY IT 

BECot1ES CLE1\RER TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE I NVOLVED IN THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL 

RIGHTS THAT THE SOLUTION TO OUR FULL CITI ZENSHIP, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC, 

CANNOT BE ACHIEVED BY THE NEGRO OR CIVIL RIGHTS FORCES ALONE. 

WE ARE PAI NFULLY At.JARE THAT IF ALL DISCRil'HNATORY LA\.JS IN THE 

UNITED STATES WERE I MMEDI ATELY REPEALE D-- AS THEY SHOULD BE --IF THE CIVIL RIGHTS I lL.L 

WERE VIGOROUSLY ENFORCED--AS IT t'1UST BE--THE ECONOHICALLY DEPR IVED CONDITION OF 

THE NEGRO, . THE HISTORIC AND INSTITUTIONALIZED CONSEQUENCE OF COWR, WILL REl"!AIN 

UNLESS THE NEGH.O REVOLUTION BUILDS AND MAINTAINS ALLIANCES WITH THE tvlAJORITY 

OF WHITE COMMUNITY, ALLIANCES WITH i \ BASIC GOAL--THE ELIMINATION OF THE CAUSES 

OF POVERTY. ONLY THROt'GH SUCH AN ALLI ANCE WILL BOTH THE FREEDOM HOVEt"iENT AND 

THE t.JHITE Cot11MUNITY, NORTH, SOUTH , EAST AND WEST, TOGETHER I N PARTNERSHIP BE 

ABLE TO CONSTRUCTIVELY MAKE A JV!1\SS IVE ASSAULT UPON SLUtvlS , I NFERIOR EDUCATIO N, 

INADEQUATE HEDICSL CAH.E, THE ENTIRE CULTURE OF POVERTY. 

THE STATESMANSHIP FOR SUCH A CREATI VE l?R0Gl{Ai'1 WILL CALL FOR A 

HIGH ORDER OF NATICNAL LEADERS. EVEN MURE IT WILL CALL FOR AN ALERT PEOPLE 

HHO WANT TO l1AKE SECURITY AND J USTICE A NATIONAL GOAL. \~HEN THIS NATION BEGAN 

IN A WAR FOR I NDEPE NDENCE ON A NARROW 3TRIP OF THE EASTE RN SEABORAD WITH 

WILDERNESS STRETCHING THREE THOUSAND lvJILES WEST , TI-lE PRO BLEHS \.JERE FAR 

GREATER THAN THOSE WE HAVE TODAY. THE DESCENDANTS OF THOSE \.J HO SOLVED THOSE 

PROBLEMS HAVE THE 'cAPACITY TO SOLVE THOSE OF THE PRE SENT. 

THESE THE N ARE THE " NEW DIRECTIU NS" WHICH OUR l"lOVEl"lENT HU ST 

TAKE; THIS IS 
1
THE ROAD lvE i'1UST TRAVEL FROH THIS J UNCTURE I N UUR ON-GOING 
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STRUGGLE, WE ARE ON THE HOVE NOW AND NO WAVE 0 F RIGHT WING EXTREMISN CAN STOP 

US. ~-JE ARE ON THE MOVE AND THE BURIIH NG OF OUR CHU RCHES WILL NOT DETER US; 

THE BOHBING OF OUR HOHES WILL NOT DISSUADE US; THE BEATING AND KILLING OF OUR 

YOUNG PEOPLE HILL NOT DIVERT US; THE WANTON RELEASE OF THEIR KNOwN MURDERS \HLL 

NOT DISCOURAGE US. WE ARE ON THE MOVE NO~J AND LIK£ AN IDEA vJHOSE TIME HAS 

COI'1E, NOT EVEN THE MARCHING OF MIGHTY ARI1IES CAN HALT US. 

LET US THEREFORE RESCLVE TO CONTINUE OUR TRIUMPHANT MARCH TOWARD 

THE REALIZATIUN OF THE Al'1E RICAN DRE AH . 

LET US HARCH ON SEGREGATED HOUSING UNTIL EVERY GHETTO OF SOCIAL 

AND ECONOMIC o :,.>p:,ESSIUN IS DISSOLVED AND NEGROES AND \~ HITES LIVE SIDE BY SIDE I i: 

DECENT, SAFE AND SANITARY HOU SING. LET US HARCH ON SEGREGATED SCHOOLS UNTIL 

EVERY VESTIGE OF SEGREGATED AND I NFERIOR EDUCATIO N BECUHES A THING OF THE PAST 

AND NEGRO AND wHITE STUDY SIDE BY SIDE IN THE SOCIALLY HE ALING CONTEXT OF THE 

CLASSROOH. 

LET US MARCH ON POVERTY UNTIL Nu ANERICAN t ARENT HAS TO SKIP A 

HEAL SO THAT THEIR CHILDRE N HAY EAT: lviARCH CN POVERTY UNTIL NO I..JORK-STARVED 

MAN WALKS THE STREETS OF OUR CITIES AND TOWNS IN SEA?~CH OF JOBS THAT 00 NOT EXIST. 

LET US tv'iARCH ON POVERTY UNTIL \~RINKLED STOMACHS IN [vJISSISSIPPI ARE FILLED AND 

THE IDLED INDUSTRIES OF APPALACHIA ARE REVITALIZED AND BROKEN LIVES IN S~~ELTERING 

I 

GHETTOES ARE HENDED AND REHOLDED. 

LET US HA RCH ON BALLOT BOXES. l'1A RCH ON BALLOT BOXES UNTIL RACE 

BAITERS DISAPPEAR FROM THE POLITICAL ARENA; i'1ARCH ON BALLOT BOXES UNTIL WALLACES 

AND GOLDWATERITES TREMBLE AWAY I NTO SILE NCE. I1ARCH ON BALLuT BOXES UNTIL WE SEND 

TO OUR CITY COUNCILS, STATE LEGISLATURES AND U. S. CONGRESS ili~BASSADORS OF GOOD 

WILL, MEN ~IHO WILL NOT FEAR TO DO JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, AND WALK HUMBLY WITH THEIR 

GOD. LET US MARCH ON BALLOT BOXES UNTIL BROTHERHOOD BECOHES MuRE THAN A MEANING-

LESS ~vORD IN AN OPE NING PRAYEK BUT THE ORDER OF THE DAY ON EVERY LEGISLATIVE AGENDA. 
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N0\-1 THE RE IS NOTHI NG I·~RO NG \H TH NARCHI NG I N THIS SE NSE . THE 

BI BLE TELLS US THAT THE MIGHT HE.N OF -~JOSHUA HERELY \1/ALKED ABOUT THE ivALLED 

CITY ))~HO AND THE BARRIERS TO FREEDOi1 Cr\l'lE TUMBLI NG DOWN. I LIKE THAT 

OLD NEGRO SPIRITUAL 11 J OSHUA FIT DE 3r~TTLE RUUN • J ERICHO. " IN ITS SitviPLE YET 

COLORFUL DEPICTION OF THAT GREAT ~101-'IENT IN BIBLICAL HISTORY IT TELLS US THAT 

"JOSHUA FIT DE BATTLE ROUN 1 JERICH0 11 

JOSHUA FIT THE 131\TTLE ROUN 1 JE K. ICHO 

JOSHUA FIT DE BfiTTLE ROUN I JE RI CHO 

JOSHUA FIT DE BATTLE tZOUN 1 JE RI CHO 

AND DE ~JALLS COi''lE TUH13LING DOl:JN . 

UP TO THE ltJALLS OF JERI CHO , DEY tviA.RCHED \-liD SPEAR I N HAN 1 

GO BLOW DEM RrJ--1 HO RNS JOSHUA CRI ED, CAUSE DE BATTLE 1\M IN l'1Y HAN' • 

THESE WORDS I HA VE GI VEN YOU JUST AS THE Y '.JERE GIVEN US BY THEIR 

UNKNOWN , LONG DEAD, DARK -SKI NNED ORIGINATOR, SOHE NOW LO NG GONE BLACK BARD BE -

QUEATHED TO '~'POSTERITY THESE \-lORDS , IN UNGRAl'iHATICAL FORM, YET WITH EMPHATIC 

PERTINENCE FOR ALL OF US TODAY. THE BATTLE IS IN OUt\ HANDS. \'Y'E CAN ANS\vER 

WITH CRE ATIVE NON-VIOLE NCE THE CALL TO HIGHE R GROUN D TO WHI(H THE NEW DIRECTIONS 

OF OUR STRUGGLE SUHMO N US , 

THE ROAD ,\HE AD IS NOT A Si'iOOTH ONE . THERE Ar\E NU BROAD HlGH\vAYS 

THAT LEAD EASILY AND I NEVITABLY TO QUICK SOLUTlu NS, i> ND IT WOULD BE IRRESPONSIBLE 

OF US IF WE WERE TO I NDICATE THAT THE RE \-JE RE. I NSTEAD, THE CO URSE WE MUST 

FOLLOW LIES THROUGH A l1AZE OF INTERRELATED DE~1i\NDS AND CO UNTE K.DEMAN DS , HOPES AND 

ASPIRATIUNS, FEARS ,:;N HAT~EDS . BUT DIFFICULT ,\ND PA I NFUL AS I T IS, SUCH A COURSE 

MUST BE CHARTED AND THE CI VIL RIGHTS tvlUVEHE NT MUST W;\LK I T IHTH THE CO URAGE AND 

DIGNITY OF OUR P,'\ ST ACHIE VEtvlE NTS, 




