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~NCIDENT SUMMARY 
JUne - September 1964 

21 Homes of two NAACP members bombed. Freddie Bates an~ c.c. 
Bryant were planning to house· summer volunteers. · Seven 

, dynamite sticks found on l awn of ~s. Corine Andrews. 

JULY 

8 SNCC Freedom House bombed. Curtis Hays and Dennis Sweeney 
injured slightly. Threats · had been received. : Polic·e pro
t ection had been sought and d enied. 

17 Mount Zion Rill Baptist Church in Pike County burned to the 
ground. Pastor associated with summer proje ct. · 

~-2~·-r.f~nt-J.le-Pn&n-Mi-s-s4-eaazty- Bap-t-i.s-L-Chu.Peh.....nea!!__.flel!.C.Y= Qui n St a t CL 
Park, Pike County, burned to the ground. Church had no 
connection with civil rights movement. 

24 Mr. Brock, owner of local Negro cafe, beaten and then arrestod. 
Policeman threatened to kil1 him. 

. . 

26 Two bomba thrown at home of Charles Bryant, long active on 
civil rig~ts movement. As the se cond bomb thrown a shot was. 

·fi~ed into the house. House damaged slightly and Jlawn torn 
up. 

27 Staff member · · r1endy Samstein arrested for "'failure to yield 
right of way" while driving local Negro children for voter 
regi~tration canvassing. 

AUGUST 

4 -'Fwo Negro -boys=, · students o.t · Freedom School, -who· had been re
_ceiv-ing harrassing phone calls were arrest.ed for using pro• 
fanity over the phone, tried ~1thout counsel, a-nd sentenced 
one ¥ear ench to jell under M1ss:fss1ppi'a. phone harrass e t 

'. ~aw. · 

11· ·Two crosses burned at homes _of white residents. 
. . 

ll.lp ·Burgland Supermarket, across the street, from the Freedonr 
School, bombed. All windows shattered, walls and roof damaged. 

Local Negro, Roy Lee Morton, threatened and then arrested 
later . for inciting to riot when only officera were present. 
Fine $25o.oo. · . 

16 Staff office at Freedom liouse raided by 24 officers r epresent
ing city, county, and state police. Warrant for illegal 
liquor; none was found, but officers stayed and . inspected 
letters and material in the office. 

18 Summer volunteer chased and threatened. Atte.mpted house 
burning of local Negro wh ose daughter is in Freedom School 
Two Negro voter registrants threatenfd~ith arrest. 

22 Local_ votar_ registra.tion worker, Percy McGhee, arrested for 
"loitering" inside the courthouse. Staff member Cephus Hughes 
went to post bond. Jailer refused the money and pUlled a gun 
on him. Later four staff members successfully bonded out 
McGhee. 

23 Friendly poor white man abducted for three hours by five 
hooded and armed white men. 

28 Bomb exploded on lawn of Willie J. Dillon. Whole famill. ac
ti~e in summer project. Dillon was arrested later for 'run
ning an unlicensed garage and stealing el ectricity." Trial 
set for 2 pm next day, was held at 10 a.m. without his lawyer 
present, and he was convicted. Sentenced to jail plus 
il500 fine. When Mrs. Dillon tried to pay the fine, it was 
raised to $2000. Mrs. Dillon had been threatened twice by 
police officers. 



McComb Incident Summnry, ' cont 1 d. .. 

AUGUST 

29 Polieo oars and cars with white hoodlums circled the Freedom 
House from midni ght to 5 a.m •. 

SEPrEMBER 

2 Robert Stone , white volunteer, assaulted by white man in down- . 
town McComb. Rev. Russ ell Be nnett from Ingl ewood, California, 
~ragged from car and bea t en by sever a l men while waiting at 
Western Union office for n summe r volunteer who was ·also stu ck. 
struck. . 

5 Mr. a:nd Mrs. Albert Heffner, Jr.,. white segr egationists and 
pa r e nts of 1963 "rU ss lll!ississippi"; moved out of town aft e r 
two months of harrassment. They had tri ed to arrange peace 
ful r e l a tions be tween t he summe r proje ct ·and t he community . 

7 Four bombings today . A grocer y store whos e front was demol-
'TSmd. The house of Re v. Hugh ivashington was seri ously 
damaged. He has ·no connect i on with the civil rights moveme nt. 
A pool hall in a white se ction was completely destroyed. 
A church in Chilsom ~i ssion suffer e d slight damage . No con
ne ction wi th ci vil rights. 

20 (Sunda y). Heme of Mrs. Alyanne Quin bombed. Extensive da mage . 
Baby sitte r a nd t wo small children escaped with minor cuts. 

Society Hill Baptist ·Church bombed. Almost tot ally destroyed. 

After Quin bombing local Negroe s poured into the streets, car
r ying arms; threw rocks a t police cars. Police f a lsely report
ed a 3000 person riot and ca lle d in State Police . Proj ect 
workers Hughe s and Harr+s quie t ed Negroe s. State police sent 
50 cars and 100 me n into McComb. Arrests began. 

21 (Mond ay). At an evening mass meeting at Socie t y Hill site 
more Negroe s we r e a.rre'sted~ most o·f Project_ staff .t..ake..n_.....,.,_ _____ _ 
city jail, qu estioned, and threa tened. 

22 { Tuesday) ~ Mor e Ne gr oes arrested on various phoney ~harges. 
Some l e t go, s ome f i ne d. Police stationed on ever y corner. 
Many State pol i ce st i ll the r e . 

23 {Wednesda y ). · Two b ombings. One at home of Artis Garner, Negro 
ex-pol ice man . who .t estifie d t oday before the Civil Ri ghts Advi
so r-y Commi ttee in Gree nvi lle , ~uss.. Mrs~ Garner evacuat e d 
shortl y be f or e the bombing . T\.ro childre n a re · staying wi th rela 
tive s. Bot h Garners are to b e flown to Washington, D.C. to 

. t alk to Ju s tice Depart ment. 
·s e cond b o~bing a t home of Mr. Matthew Jackson near .the ·Percy 
Qui nn Stata Par k .' . . · 1 

Twenty four Negroe s hav o been arrest ed and originall y ~harged 
~nder t he Criminal Syndicalism law. Bond rang~s fro m $1,000 to 
$5,000. Denni s Sweeney , project staff mem~r, arrest e d for 
" a ccess or y aft e r "tho f a ct and possessi on of dynamite ." Re l eas ed 
Thursdo.·y, - ar:t .. a Negro r e ruscd. to t es .t1 .fy agai ns t h i m at pre 
l iminar y~. The pr ose cut i ng a ttorne y t old Sweeney he 'd 
"damn we l bette~t a l aWYer, . be cau t'l e af'~~r we ge t .one of 
them. t o t e s t ify we 're goi ng t o pi'ck you up. He was t o-3.;d t hey 
would be watch i n g hi.m 24 h on rs ·a. da y. 


