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Position Paper: 1 — For discussion at Distriet “eotings, Sept,., 20,
Reasons for tho rejoction of the Compromisc at Atlantic City:

1. Supporters of tho compremisc arpusd that tho two seats would
have great symbolic valuc, But 68 s;nbols would have becn a lot
better than two. Wo must stop playing the game of aeccepting token
rocopnition for renl echango and of allowing the opposition to choose
a fow "loadors" to ropresont the poopla at large. If tho poople are
going to bo hoard in.thls country, thon we must make the country
talk with and liston to them, and not a hmdplcked committe, The
people sent 68 representantives that thoy chose in open convention,
The delepation could not violata that truat.

2, The first provision of that compromise was that the roepgular
delepgation would he fully scated and recognizoed, The FDP dld not
go to Atlantic City to vote for a proposal which would rocopnize

the rogpular party as the Democratic ropresentative in Mississippi.
The FDP eamo to unsent the rerulars because thoy don't rooresent the
poople of “Misszissippi. Even tha two seats offered to tha FDP

would not have been “ississiopi votes, hut merolv votes nt larpe,

3. The compromise made prctense at setting up means of challenging
dolepations in 1968 from states which interfero with Negro
particlpation in the Party, But the Credentials Committeec, in private
talks with the FDP delegation, sald that it would not guaranteoe a
single reopgistored votor added to he lists in the next four years,
Loss than 6 percent of voting-age Nogroes are now rocgistered in the
state, In ordor to participeto in rogular domocratiec party polities
in Mississippi you must he a rogistered votor, The compromise
proposal dealt only with"votors". So, oven 1if Naﬁroas are pormitted
to attend moctings in 1968 to provo the party is "open", thoy don't
stand any real chance of having a voice iIn tho docisions of that
party.

ljo Some supporters of the compromise argued that the FDP was
reprosonting 2ll Nogroes in tho country and the two seats-offer

would mean n lot to them in the Northorn citles, whare much

rioting has becn taklng place, But the 68 porsona camo to Atlantie
City to reprosent the Negrocs of Mississippl and not the country as

n whole, Thnt 1s the nature of all dolegations at tho conventlon,

It is unreasonable to nsk tho Mississiopi dolegation to bear the
burden of the entire country., There is no reason why the Negroos

In Missisgippl should ba sacridicod on tho altar of natlonal polities,

5 The compromisc offored no preccdent for the future, espocially
since it was not based on anv preocodent in the past, It offered

the FDP nothing in the way of permanent rocognition, patronagoe,
official status or a puarantoe of participation in the 1968 convention.
The compromlisc was a completecly one=shot affair; tho FDP is not.

6. The committee set up to review such mattors for the 1968
convention has no official status or power with rogard to hhe 1968
eonvention, It mny look good on paper, hut its strongth lies thereo
on the papor and novhere c¢lso,

7T« Thoe compromise wns an effort by the Administration, led by Pres,
Johnson , to provent a floor fight on the issue at the convontlon,
Tho 'compromiso was not designed to denl with the issuos raised by the
FDF in challenging the regular dologation. Thorofore, if it was
rensonable for tho administration to offor mich a compromise, 1t was
cortainly just as ro.isonable for tho FDP to rojeet it.





