4 CALL FOR SURRORT
of the XIOUNC DEMOCRAIIC CLUBS OQOF MISSISSIERI
In Toielx Atteamt To Get A Charter From The Young Democratic Clubs Of America

Nagro and winite young people have taken the risks and organized to work politically
for basic improvements in Mssissippi. Thus far, the Young Democratic Clubs of Amerdca have
turned us down twlice in our attempt to get the official state charter. We know that sdth
your support we will be successful in cbtaiming our rightful charter this October 12-16 in
New York City where the Young Democratic Clubs of Amerdca have thelr amnual convention. Use

this beock to guide your work.
= R. Hunter Morey, P.O. Box 2251, Jackson, Miss.
- A PERSONAL, UNOFFICIAL OPINION. THIS BOCOK
CONTENTS; ICES NOT PRETEND TO SPEAK FOR THE YDCM.

A. History g The Clubs,
B- Pu.'l.'pﬂﬂﬂ ﬂ'f T‘JJE ﬂlubﬁ.
C. How To Organize Young Deuwocratic Clubs.in Misslissippl.

D. Documsnbss GQuotaidions and full originals giving background and history.
1. NCC Moy York mseting on the Mississippi Froject.
2. Nowfiold®s artiele ¥The Iiberals Big Stick",
3. Our YDCNM Consitution,
4, (uar YOCH Membership dpplication,
5. The Atlantic City Young Demoeratic Convention.
6, The YDCA Censtitution socticn on charters.
7. XYewspapor proof of disloyalty of sonior party officials.
8. Statoment by the former Miesissipri YD President.
9. Mnopily Repurt of the lMembership Fractices Committee.
10. Geri Stcrm’s report on Kansas City.
11. New Jersay®s report on XKonsas Clty.
12, April 'S5 TDCH mewcleller.
13, 4prll 20, COFD Wews on ‘the YDCIM.
14, Pranz nnd Novak attacks on us.
15, 01% Miss. Prosident Ransom Jons's letter to Ed King.
16, Cleveland Tonald®s resignation from the 01° Miss group.
17. Hunter Moreyfs lotter to Claude Ramsey, Mississippi AFI-CIO President.
18, Clavde Ramsey's replay.
19, Constitution of the Mississippl Demooratic Conference.
20, Lottor to the YDTA from the YDOIL
21. Scrnior Party officials ard theo YDCM.

E. What Tou Can Do To Help

F, Iists of the YDCA Netional Cificers
National Membership Commdttoe
State groups possibly helpful.

HISIORY OF THE CLUES

August 9, 1964 over 300 loeal Klesissippians met at the Baptist Seminary in Meridian
in convention ns thy Young Domocratic Clubs of Mississippi. These young people ratified a
Comstitulion in conformity io the national Young Democratic Clubs of America (YDCA) Consti-
tutdion, ard eleeted the following officers: Melvin Whitfield, Prekident; Willie Clay, Vice
President; Dolmas Henderson, Secretary; lMaleolm Taylor, Treasurer; Larry Jones, National
Commitiman; Roscoe Jones, Viee Hational Commitioceman; and Thelman Bubanks, National Commit-
tocwoman, AY] the officars werc clectod as dolegates to the YLCA national econvention in
Atlentie City. The enly civil rights workers who helped wers Joe Morse (CORE) and Tom
Barzis (COFO wolunmbeor frem Virglmia)., We falled to got our charter at the YDCA convention
August 21-23 meinly ca the grovnds tho Mlssissippi rogular Demooratic Party had not certi-
fied va, Howewer, the YDCA Constitution provides that Af the regular state party did not
support the nmation~l presidential tieket, then that requirement is waived. We had proof on
the Chatrman, Blduell Adam, (sep cocwrents below) bub it was not accepted. Wo came back into
Misslesinpdl ond cr:;:*igncd for IBJ and HIH, somotines getting harassment as if that consti-
tuted elvil rights work, Hewovor, thoro was a now national atmosphere which greatly invol-
voi us. Tho Mlssissiond Sommor P“-ajccu of SM0C and COFQ and the Froodom Democratic Party
eorvenliion chnlicn-a [: with its very significant victory requiring the state regular party
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to desegregate) had created such groat pressures that the national and state power structures
weors. begining to be forced to give in some to the civil rights movemont, But at the samo
time, the liberal commumlty was tired of being in the back seat in the Movemomt to SNCC,
CORE, FIF, and COFO, and they wanted to run the show as they were used to bofore tho Movement
got going in these recent years (see the first two decuments following), The NAACP amnounced
that they were going to run a separate summer project from COF0 (rumored to be with tho
nativonal ‘Demoeratic Party and the AFL-CI0 as part of tha drive to isolate -and ki1l SHCC,
COF), and FOP), The "Movomont® had gotton too strong and had gotten too rmuch (the 6l
Civil Rights BEill, tho upeoming cotinz bill, ote.) and now had to be siowed dowm, * The
MAACP was willing to ba ‘responsibie and bappy to criticize tho direct action/ local poople

‘forces. The new vobting bill oxpoecially is going to ereate a large chunk of voling power
which all types of people want to control. Wiile thses conservative moves wore going on
‘with-the power structure and the liberal establishment, the mational Young Domocrats’ wers
also worlking, The ¥YPCA President, J. Albert Huuse, is from North Carolina and he appdinted
Spencer Qliver, a former Texas YD leader to hoad up a committes to “handle” the situation
for him, Tharo were several high level moetings in Washington with the National Gm:gﬁ.tt&n
of the Damocratic Party, In addition, tho formar Prosident of tho Mississippi Young Demo-
‘cpats (YDs) shen it was an entirely white group, Hobort Opwald; made a statamont ( seo
< Aocumants) to 0liver uwhich shows the great and similar concern over the Young Demoerats and
"/ tHe Freedom Democratit Party., It seems that these “liberals” just can not stand Wegroes
leading ‘or prodmemiating in-any important group which has influsnce in the white commuity
- nor ean civil rights be a main featurs, Spaiccr Oliver was appointed in March to "handle®
us as Chairman of the Memborship Practices Commdtiee. There was no mombership practices
issus in Mississippi (no one is claiminz that Nogroes or whites can’t join, ‘ote.) but there
is in Alabama, where the white state group wiuldn't give a charter to the legro Tuskegee
chaptar, Oliver uscd the Alabama situntion as an excuse to thom Yeover the other deop
south situaticn algo®, The YDCA Constitution only momtions tho Credentials Commitiee as
having any relevance to charber issues, Uliver thon set up a moobing in Jackson April 4th
without consulting the enly group whe was applying for a charter (our groun) as to who and
where the maeting should be., It was hold at the AFL-CIO office and it yag clear that
Claude Ramsey, Mississippl AFI~CI0 Prozidont, was the "leader® we all were to-accopt. Our
group (ealled tho Whitfield group) was suppoesed to voluntarily drop our application to the
Kansas City moebing and fall in under tho dircction of Ramsey, Oswald, and the 01° liss,
group, headed by FEansom Jomes (who seems to be sincere), and the civil rights man for tho
state was Charles Evers, of tha HAACP, (Inbercstingly onough, both Fvers and Ramsoy are
too old to bhe Teung Democrats)., Ho one from sny other edvil rights group would havo boon
thero if Widtfield had not brought me along, o ono from FIP had beon dnvited. Aftor ro-
fusing Whitfield's offer cf wovldng togother, the meeting ended with Spencor Oliver vowing
to vight o chnrbe siplicntion,
Nomt, wo wont Lo Xansae ity o the YIOA Hational Committeo meeting, There Oliver ran
tho show against us, and had the help of Brors, Ramsey, of al. After our second defeat, wo
cams back and crganised lhs Hinds Courty Chapter. Tils time the NAACP, instead of attacking
us, came with a prepared glate of officers to take us over. Thoy were quite successful,
although the end result is good dn that tho KiACP will not zo so easily against our state
charter application now, (dohniy Fpaziar, a HAMDP National Board membeor, is Viee Presidont).
Then we had a state plinning sieeting Moy 2nd at Tougaloe., VWhitdield®s group got no official
nor direct notdiicetdon of the mooting, but I feund out fast enough to get a lot of Negroes
there. Claude Rymscy brought a ot of vhite men theve, including Hodding Carber III from
Greenvills, who aleng with Ramsey, tided to railroad the meeting, spoke without bothering
to be recognifed by the Choirm, and pushed tha idea of collego chapters, vhich Jtty,
Rosenthal forcefully pointed put was supporting segreogation givon the Mississippi school
system, A plamuing ccimdtico (ehapter Prosidaits, R v. Bd King and mysolf) was set up for
angther stite mooting June &%, Ie is interssting to note that wiile wo have gotten almost
abgolutely no help whrisoever from the natichal Young Demosratic Clubs (the cnly exception
is that tho College Vieo Presidect Dale Wagnor has sent us some solloge applicatdons), the
President J. Alberi House ealloed up the OLF Miss. President and offered to send him help,
which ho did, Speaser Oliver and Rozak come down and talked with Clando Rymsey and then the
0l Miss group, but act with any Wuitfield group pecple, They than gob in an automebile ac-
cident and ro couldn’t mike the moeting., In addition, Cleveland Donald, whom our oppositition
is hearaldinz as proof that the 01° Miss group is integrated and that we are a segregated
all ‘black group; had resigned with an excollent lettor (see documents) attacking the 01! Miss.
group, but Spenccr 0liver talked him back into rejoiming. _ : —-
+VMore recantily thors have been meetings around the state and in Vashingten with old line

Nogro “leaders® from M ssissippl with natioaal Domeccratic Party blg shots. They seem to

plan to 141l FI* and our Toung Demoerats by building up the status and power of certiin
select Megro Fleaders”; like by means of the poverty pregram and Operation Headstart, and
then by organizing & counter FIP vcalled the Mississippi Democratic Conference. Sunday

May 23 T wee rofused iutrince and the acking FDP Chairman and local COFO director were

kicked out of one of thelt meetings in derddisn. Mr. Charles Young of Meridian was elected

7 President and Atty. Carsie Hall tompoary Secorctary. Othors.there including Rev. R, L. T,

- “Brith, Atby. Jack Young; end interestingly enough, Claude Ramsey, M+, Kright,"Mr. Charles
““Brers, and Robert Oswald - who wera so interesting in seeinf tho TDCM not got their charter,
The hoxt mesting of tha Mississippl Damoeratdie Conference is in Jackson, June 20th, ,

< Qur-next step 13 to heve a good state corvention, apply to the senior party officials
for  certification ( T suggest both FIP and the regular since thero is that dispute) and
then try to gel our charber at the national comvenbion in New York October 12-16. Let us
not fails this time batsise of lack ©f lobbying end natdonal support,
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THE PURPOSE OF THE CLUBS

The purpose of the Young Domocratie Clubs of Misslssippl is to deal politically with
the issues of the state: labor, education, poverty, culture, sconomics; ete., without being
limited by Mississippi's traditdonsl racism. We can consolidate some of the hard work we
have done in the state. Now that Negroes and civil righb people have croated a situation
wheredn Negroes have great potential poltical power, why should just the old line existing
power structure be able to run the show. Besides just rogistaring to vote, why not be
organized to use that vote to mako needed change. The main point is that if we don®t work
to help Mopgroos organize politically to use their wvote, others will = like the Iiberal
Establishment, Lot mo put is in tho form that Byron Montgomory from Durant askod mes:

Q: Uhat is the purposc of the Young Democeorats?
A; To provide a way fro young people to get together politieally to change Mississippi.
Q: How can young poople change ii? FRun for office?
A: 1, Wo can got political information and educatlon from the Young Dgmocratic Clubs.
2. Wo can have this action program:
Voter Registration, ;
worldng with the Freodom Deomoeratic Party.
running and supporting candidates _
. working in tho Young Demoeraiic Clubs of America
(1) wo can add 3 poople to tho YDCA National Committee, which now has only
one Negro mombor.
(2) wo ean introduce and work for eivil right and other resclutions which
would have large impact coming from the national organization.
(3) sro can help in other states sush as Alabama with our officers.
3. Leadership traiming and cxporionce. -
A. “having county, state, or national offices and committee positions.
B. 'm‘:rm-lg with Mississippi whites in a joint political context.
Q: Are the (lubs affiliated with the FIP or the regular party?
A: The (Clubs are an indepondant organization. We get our charter not from any stato group
but from the national Young Democrats, Several state groups support the FIP, and we are
ag froe as they ara, Our position is that wo are loyal to the platform of the national
Demoeratic Party as opposed to the stato regular party.
Q: How old do you have to be to be a momber?
Az betweon 16 and U0, Over 40, pesople ¢an be honorary mopbors,

Some peoople have asked if the Young Democrats are not part of the Establishment and
therefore bad, Here is my answer, Since thoe white people let the charter die, and left no
one having it for Mississippi, wo can organize and gc‘t the charter, Tharefore WE will be
the ascawishment, It 15 Iike Having 15re. Hawor ns chiaf of police. Tt has baan 4 gofl of
the Movement to either influonee (like by dononstrations) or take over (by running eandi.
datos or ¢ha.‘llunging] the power structure, so that we ecan change things. When we have a
chanca te run something, it will be as good s we make it,

We ghould be awave of the fact that many whites, some pretending to be very liberal,
and many Negroes, suddenly pretending to be ecivil rights oriented, are going to try to
take us over, It may be that the Young Demoerats will end up being so moderate it will be
ke token desogregation at s sthool, instond of full integration., In addition, civil
rights action independant of any political considerations must continmue and under strong
leadership, And as Mississippl boocomes less beastial, loss militant people will be willing
to work within the framework of the platform of the national Democratic Party and workers
for basic humamistic change may woll have to concentrate again on independant groups, such
as SNCC, for vehiceles of action,

oo

HOW TO ORGANIZE YOUNG IEMOCRATIC CLUBS IN MISSISSIFPI

1. Organize county-wide chapters first, becuase our purpose is to organize the state into
one grouwp. If we don't organize the county chapters first, someone olse might well, and
then we would have to contend with that, Don't organizoe segrogated chapters. This means
that high school or solloge chapters should not be organized since Mississippi schools are
gtill segregated. (exceptions will be made for integrated school chapters). GCity
chapters should come socond and should coordinate thelr programs with the county chaptor.

2, Publically amnounce ¥The Orgerdsatinnal Mooting of the Young Democratic Club of
County”, and include the date, time, and place, and words "Public Imvited”. DMake reason-
able attempts to get this ammouncement into the white and Negro communities by means of
newspaper ads, radio announcements, leafletts,; church announcements, and posters. If a
white nowspaper or radio station will not accept your ad, keep a copy of a letter writtem
to them requasting the ad,

3. Write the YDCA Hatilohal Officers and Wational Menbership Committes (see the list at
the end of this book) and the state YDCH office (P. 0. Box 2251, Jackson, Mississippd,
39205) including a report of the meeting, the list of members (with addresses and phone
numbers), THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT T0 PROVE THAT WE EXIST.

4, Adopt as your program action on voter registration, helping with political education
and organization in your county, lsarning about the government and officials, and civil
rights, ecivic, and commimiity work.
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5. BSend in artieles for our state newsleiter and chapter reports.

6. Do not let any group or individual person take over or run your group. Thore &re areas
where conservative Negroes or slick white people will try to boss you or influemce you by
pretending to be nice, Get advice from the Freedom DEmocratic Party peoplo, the COFO
people, or best, from your state office.

%. Be aware of tricks that others use to hurt or control us: wo must learn parliamentary
procedura to be able to fight for our rights in meetings; we must not let white peonle geot
up and speak without being recogrmized from the chairman and trying to dominate the meeking;
wo mnst learn to put out our ewm politiecal ‘propaganda of the truth to counter the liocs

and distortions of ocur many cnemios; wo mist loarn to wrdte letters to the national YDCA
and hoads of orgamizations to got aid; and wo must laa:m to keop accurate records (such

as cortified mail reccipts) to prove our case,

SECTIONS OF ROUGH MINUTES OF A MEETING CALLED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO DISCUSS
THE MISSISSIPPI PROJECT, SEPTEMEER 18, 1964 People Present: Gloster Current, Jack Green-
berg, Joe Rauh, Bruce Hanson, Jamss Farmer, Amnna Hedgeman, Al Lowenstein, Jack Pratt, Andy
Young, Robert Spike, Joln Moraglls Courland Cox and Mendy Samstedn. (the HIG SHOTS)

Cuwrrent: I would like some ovaluation of the Summer Project, for instance, the role of the
Iawyers Guild, I object to Johnny-coms-latelies, Let's us settle aroupd tho table where
we are going in 1965, ILot's determine the extent of cooperation. NAACP has 1/4 million
tled up in Mississippi.

Spike: lssissippi is no longer & local problem. Tension is created between those who are
moved by local considerations and those who must heed national considerations.

Current: The Freedom Democratic Party is a delusion. It causes confusion among local
people. FIP uwdis are develeping in several cities around the country -- and wherever they
ara there are suspicious characters. In Jackson Charles Evers has rapport with downtown,
S0 there and in Biloxi and Vicksburg will have little resistance to registration,

armer: Decision malking in COFO is mub of problem. Confusion exists on how decisions are
made,

M_%ﬁ Question of making the right decisions. INFIP challenge at Atlantic City was im-
ty but it was weakened in the end.

Rauhs Bubt I would like to drive out the lawyers Quild, I think it is immoral to take help
fron commmists,

lowenstein: I agree with you but we must maximize cooperation... We need a definite
structure. We need to draw up a constitution. It is true that SNCC was main scurce of funds
and resources but this is no Jonger the case. Now students, labor, other groups, so these
mist have say. We must strike balance with people of Miss. in deeision-making.

lorgell: We must consider our national responsibilitiss, and this is the problem. Decisions,
no matter how demooretic, if injurdous to omr national interests, we must have way out.

Thomas: - Unreal as far as Jiss. 1s concerned for ad hoec group to meet in New York and
detormine what should go on.

Rauht - Froedom g,istmt.inn bridge to regular party. Basis for caucus in regular party and
files are useful for orgamizational work.

Lowenstein: Question of decision making. People are excluded or not notified of meetings,
like Rov. Swith.

Samstein: Rev. Smith is not a member of the FIP Executive Committee., Exec. Comm. chosen
by the distriet cauecuses about a week before the state convention,

Lowenstein: T was called by two Negroes in Mississippi and told that they couldn’t under-
stand what was going on, Rev. Smith considers himself a member of the FIP exccutive
comrittoa..

Currept; Need sumdt meeting of differemt groups to evaluate whole situation,

Cox: HNeed for low level mecting., Next meeting should be in Mississippd with people from
Mississippi and based on interpretations from them,

t: The more I listen to Cox the more I know wo need a top level meeting, I have been
listening to crying of people from lMississippi for 17 years, I dont want to listen te
Steptoe, Wo need highsevel meoting we we can cut away underbrush,

Morsell; ¥You want us to listen to people in Mississlppit we don't want to be attacked.
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SECTIONS FROM “THE LIBERALS EIG STICK: READY FOR SNICK?, JUNE CAVALIER, by Jack Nowfield

America's mghty IiberalBstablishment is coiled and ready to strike at "Smick - the Student
Korviolent Coordinating Committec, those saints and ivresponsibles of the civil rights
movement,,, The movers and shakers of the liberal coalition aro; Charles Evers, Mississippi
field secretary of the MAACP; Roy Wilidns, NAACP executive director; James Wechsler, editor-
jal-page oditor cf the NEJ YORK POST; Joseph Rauh, former cheirman of ADA and former lawyer
for the Mississippi Froodom Democratic Party; Allard lowenstein, author, professor, and
chief recruiter for the 1964 Mississippd Summer Project; and Walter Reuther, president of
the United Auto Workers urdon... Evers has orionted his middle-class followers towards
integrating the restaurants and motels of Jackson, Rat SNCC, under the humanistic grass-
root influence of Fob lMoses, has worker with the pauperized menials and illerate sharo-
croppersy who couldn't care less about the plush motels of the capital... Willdns...
Jamuary 6 in Now York charged publicly that “Chinesc Communist elements™ had infiltrated
SNCC. Routher®s criticism of SNCC... is thét SNCC is inefficient, disorganized, and bereft
of democratic procedurcs, Rauh, who is a braintruster of Vice-Prosident Humphrey, is most
distrubed by SNCC's “irraticnality and bitterness.” ILowenstein...belioves 1t is “NSCC's -
hostility to coalition with less militant civil rights groups® that is at the root of the
]ibﬁrﬂlﬁ‘ﬁ Fd.ntﬂr af diﬁﬂﬂnt'en-_tf- e .
' Lawrence Guyot, the 25-yoar-old chairman of the SNCC-organized Freedom Democratic
Party, says: ‘We will accept help from anyone, but we wkll accept guidance from no one,
The only coalition I am responsible to is the Negroes of Mississippl.” Says Hob Moses,
"Tha liberals getting upsebt at us was inevitable. We are raising fundamental questions
about how tho poor sharecropper can achieve the Good life, questions that Iiberalism is
incamable of answering."....
: The Iiberal Establishment...stood before the FIFP delcgation of temant farmers,
jamitors, and demestios on tho second day of the Atlantic City convention and pleaded
for aeceptance of the compromige....But the 68 FIP delegates ... uwnanimously voted down the
COMpromise. . ...The rejection of tho compromise confounded the liberals whe thought they
could influence the FIP. .
The leadership of SNCC was equally bitter because they felt that Willdns, Rauh,
Reuther, and the others displayed more compassion for Humphrey®s ambitions than for the
Negroes of Mississippi. SHCC was further outraged by the series of attacks aimed al them
in the press immediateoly following the corwvention. They suspected these assaults were
inspired by the Iiberal Establishmont. Evans and Novack, columnists for the NEW YORK
HERALD TRIBUWE, who arc often privy te "leaks” from the White House, charged "eommmunists
and left- ars had infiltrated the FIP" and that Bob Moses had ¥Black Muslim sympathies.”
The liberal James Wechsler, writing in the NEW JORK FOST, bitterly assailed the irration-
ality of the FIP and li0S6S5«...
in January, the FIP's challenge to the seating of the five congreossmen from
M ssisgippi reoopened all the scars intlicted during the convention fight.... If the
liberals attack (SNCC), they will have the backing of the unions, the press, the funding
foundationg; and the Johnson Administration.

L # #

YOUNG DEFDCRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIFPI
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
TO JOIN = read and then answer the gquestions (or have someone help you). Mail this form
to YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI, Post Office Box 2251, Jackson, Mississippi, if
you agreo with what it says.

- ANY PERSON ABOVE THE AGE OF SIXTEEN YEARS AND UNDER THE AGE OF FORTY WHO
PROFESSES AND DEMONSTRATES ALLEGIANCE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY
SHALL BE ELIBIBLE FOR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIF. THE PURPOSE OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE: TO
STIMULATE IN YOUNG PEOPLE AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, TO INCREASE THE
EFFICIENCY OF POPULAR GOVERMMEWT , TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE THE IDEALS AND PRINCIFLES OF
THE MATIONAL DEMDCRATIC PARTY, TO RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS FOR THE CANDIDATES OF OUR CHOICE, TO
HELP AQQUAINT VOTERS WITH THE ISSUES AND THE CANDIDATES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR QUR PEOPLE
THROUGH ITS: AIMINISTRATION THE HIGHEST DEGREE IF JUSTICE, SOCIAL WELFARE, AND HAPPINESS.
Sign here if you aprest
1)} trite today’s date:
2; Print your full name:

How old ars you today:
4) What county-do you live in:
5) What town do you live in:
6) What is your address:
7) What is your telephone number (or neighbor®s):

GET YOUR FHIENDS, NEIGHBORS, CHURCH MEMBERS, FELIOW WORKERS, &nd CLUB MEMBERS TO

JOIN, ORGANIZE COUNTY CHAPTERS OPEN TO ALL PEOPLE WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION, OR
NATIONAL ORIGIN. CONTACT THE STATE OFFICE FOR HELP, and WRITE US ABOUT YOUR PROGRESS.
Young Demoecratie Clubs of Missiseippi, P. 0. Hox 2251, Jackson, Mississippl, 39205

% ® *

SECTIONS OF THE IIGEST OF TRANSCRIPT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING, SOLARIUM, HOTEL JEF-
FERSON, ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY, SATURDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 22, 1964, by Ed Kruse, Sec.



5

s+ Chairman Meliphon announced the problem of whether to recognize the delegation
progsent from Mssissippi as the duly secrodited representatives of the Young Democrats of
Misgissippi. ilo group from Miss had applied for a charter at the Law V convention, Ap-
piication from curront group secking rocognition received by President HYuse on August 20;
matarial received inecluded a copy of their constitution, minutos of their Corvention held in
August, a 1list of officers, and the reguisite $100,00 charter fee. No certification, as re-
quired from Sonicr Party officidls, was receivod, Miss Melahon read the two seetions of the
YDCA National Constitution that covers the chartoring of clubs by the commititee. (Seoction
3(a), (b)), Credentials Committes chairman Melihon autherized by Committeo to appoint a sub-
comrittoc to hoar testimony on the mattor. Mombers of tho sub-committes: Mr. Schumann
(Calif,), Mr. Farley (Colo.), M. Shuvel (Toxas), Miss Schaaf(I11.), and Mr. Badley from
Washington to scrve as Chairman. Sub-Committoe met, roported back to Credontials committee,
split 3 to 2. Cred. Comm, recelved both majority & minority roports, Motion by Schumann to
accopt the minority roport foniled; the majerity repert denying the chartor to the Mississippl
group was adopted, Chairman MeMahon moved the adoption of the majority report (2nd from the
floor) with a notation that the following documcnts had been recoived from the chairm: “We
the undersigned (reprosentatives of 13 states) wipross our disapproval of the majority rop-
ort of tho Crodontials Comuitteo and are in faver of the minority repert recommending secat-
ing of the delegation from the State of Mississippi.V Me. Schumann moved to substitute
the mirority romort for ths majority report (2nd from the floor).....

Chairman announcsed that one-half hour had boon apportioned for the discussien of
tho Credmtials committee revort. Appointed timekeoper: V. P. Oliver Deasek. Mr, Schumann
(Calif,) first speaker for substituting minority repert. Schumann stated that therc was no
chartored Miss delegation, so this propossaed chartoring would unseat no delegation. No
other Miss group had applied for a charter, There being no question about the materials
precented, only the lack of the roquired signatures of tho Nat'l Committos man and National
Comltteewonan 7for State Hiss. Chairman, Iack of Nat'l Committoowoman in Miss, noted;
testimoney given that Nat®l Committeeman Brady did not support tha Domperatic Ticket in
19604 opirdon given that Hab'l Cardttoeman Brady did not support the Democratic Ticket in
19603 opinion givon that applying YD group from Miss. would probably be only Democratie LBJ
support in Miss, Mr, Schumann used 5.5 minutes, Hajority onts, having but one spok-
osman, would have ths right t5 close, Richard Kaplan (Ore.) read resolution passed by
Policy Committes of the College Young Dems sunporting the seating of the Miss. group (present)
in the YDCA, Signed by all Comm, members, _

The chair recopgnised Juhn 0%Malley of Mass., who compared the scating and chart-
ering of the Miss, group with the analegeus situation re Aaska at the Iaw Vegas convention,
and. shated that the same arguments that weoe valid ra Alaska wera still pertinent in the
Miss, case. The liss, groups’ support of IBJ, its not being contested as the offiecial YD
group by other lississippiens, and the obvious impossibtility of their obtaining the re-
quisite =ignatures were also cited as telling polinbte in favor of granting the group the
charter for Miss. YDs, : :

mo auaay rugopmzed Josiali Beaman of Caldif, , who reported the hdrd trail to
organize the Miss, YDs! deularod Lhere were 18 elubs reprosomting almost 1000 mombers, 65
delegated at the State YD convention, who voted to sesk a charter from tho YDCA. Booman
stated "the samo people arc now vigerously defending the virtue of the (YD) constitution
who tried to rape it in Iaw Vogas”, Beaman cited Sr. party Miss. doclaration stating
and re-affirming (in 1960) its belief in Ysogregation of the races”, and that Miss, Sr.
Party declared that wo rojoct & oppose the platforms of both national partios and their
candidates.” Iack of a logal 8r, Farty Wat'l Committoewoman was cited, as well as FIR, Jr's
noontime speech to the ¥D luncheon. ;

The time for tho minority presentafiion having run over (Mr. Shuval granted M-,
Beoman a minube of his timo), the chair recognized Mr. Shuval from T.zas to presant the
ohly defense for the majority roport, Mr. Shuval opined that it was inconceivable to
expeet a Sr. Parly momber to answer a lstier in ono woek's time; lack of a National commit-
teowoman was agresd to, bul writing only one lotter in an attempt to get two signatures was
considered insufficient., Iack of testimony before sub-committes, and time to verify testi-
mony were clied as reasons for not allowing charter ing of Miss group at this tims. Re:
Alaska anaogy: Iin Ias Vegas, Alaskan YDs seoicing charter had telegrams roputedly from
noccssary signators, but no such telegrams presented from Miss., group. Shuval stated
it wen’t an issue botween integralion aud segrogation,...We don't know that the (8r. Party)
pecple down in [ississippl even know that these people (the YDs secking the Miss. nhartm'g
exist, and this is a different question:;® pr. Shuval digressed about Taxans, and how
Texan YDs were liberals who-supported public dccommodations laws. Lack of signatures was
again clted as adequate reason-for refusal of charter, and need for Sr., Party approval
mandatory for Young Dems to exist and ‘have banguest downstaris®, Sr. Party peoplo would
not -let many state YD organizations exist unless they had control over it, *They (Sr. Party)
let us exist...bscuass thay have a control, and this is the thing of essence,,.If thoy (IDs)
comz with this proof (of Sr. Party disloyalty) I will be the first one to seat them, but
they have not come with this proof....Brorybody's heart in this room goes out to the
people in Mississippl, bul I say to you stand up and be responsitle Americans and rosponsi-
ble Young Demoerals......(in addition the Rosolutions Committes recommended and the Nation-
al Committet passed a resolution which "urges Dymocratic Platform Committes to include in
its Civil Rights plank prelse for the courgao of the eivil rights workers in Mississippi.®)
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