TO ROY E. COX, SUPERINTIENDENT OF EDUCATION, AND THE
SCHOOL RD OF MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIFPI

| — — - -—

We the undersigned parents and eitisgens of Madison
Cownty, beeause of our concern for the education and welfare
of our children, de hereby petition and request that, within
one week herof, a hearing be granted wheraby the matters
and requosts stated below may be discussed and pesecefully
resolved,

le Un Tuesday, September 1, 1964, certain of us and
of our children peresonally sppeared at Canton High Sehool
and Canton Junior High Sehool and requested that our ssid
ohildren be permitted to transfer to the =ald Canton Sehools,
At that time, those a0 appearing were instructed to return
on Thursdey, September 3, 1964, whieh, sehool ofricials said,
was the preper date to apply for such tranafers,

2. OUn September 3, 1004, certaln of us and our ehildren
personally appeared at the sald schools, and requested that
the paid echildren be permittsd to transfer to the said sechools,
Our cald ehildpen then completed the proper appliecations for
such & transfer and our snid children were then told to return
to thelir formepr schooles pending considersation by you of the
applications for transfer,

3¢ By Tuesday, Beptember 5, 1964, the date on which
regular schoecl sessions were to commence for the academic
year 1964-1968, you had failed to adviese the sald applicants
of your decleion regarding the sald application for transler
f£1lod with you on September 3, 1964, Accordingly, certain
of us -m‘l our mm-n min mlumnr appeared at the eald

uhun‘.l.: r-qunung that ouwr seid ohildren be sdmitted thereto
as transfer students, At that time, a school of’ieial refused
to adelt our saild ehildren to the sald gehools as transfer
students and our said ehildren were told to return to their
formey schools,



4. All of your petlitioners and our sald children are
Hegroes. Our sald children have slways attended se-regated
schools in Canton wherein only Negro echildren are allowed to
attend, The sald Centon High Sghool and Canton Jumlor High
Sghool are now, and have elways been, restrioted to use by
echildren of the Oaucasisn or white race., Such s sosregated
school system 1s inherently unfair and diseriminatory to
our sald ohildren and results in our ssid children obtaining
an education whigch is inferior to that obtained by the white
children u! Madison County thereby denyting to our children
the equal protection of the law guaranteed to them by the
Constitution of the United States,.

Be In 1light of the foregoing facts, 1t 1s hereby ree
quested that all of the publiec schools of Yadison County
be promptly and completely desegregated in amccordance with
the 1954 Supreme Court declision in Sromn ve Zogard of Bducation
Yorvidding such segrogation inm public sehoold and that all
ehildren in all grades be parmittod to attend such schools
a2 esoch such ohild may choose. Although ten years ashve pansed
since the snild deocislon, public school education in Madioon
County continues on a segregated besis in violation of the
constitution=l rights of ourchildren as guarsnteed by the
Fourteanth Azendment to the United States Constitutlon,
the Supreme Uourt placed the obligation upon looal school
officlals to implement desegregation im publio sghools, which
duty you have not met,

We respegstfully request that an immedi-te reply to this
petition be glven =»nd a date de set for a hearing to be held

Oitizens snd Parents of Modison County

dated: Septomber 11, 1964
Onnteon, Misslssippdi



