70 ROY E. COX, SUPERINTRNDENT OF EDUCATION, AND THE
SCHOOL BOARD OF MADISON COUNTY, WISSISSIFPI
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We the undersigned parents and sitigzens of Madison
County, because of our concern for the education and welfare
of our children, do hereby petition and regquest that, within
one week herof, a hearing be granted whersby the matters
and requests stated below may be discussed and pescefully
resolved,

le Un Tuesday, September 1, 1964, certain of us and
of our children pereonelly sppeared at Canton High Sehool
and Canton Junior High Sehool and requested that our ssid
children be permitted to transfer to the sald Canton Sehcols,
At that time, those so appearing were instructed to return
on Thuradsy, September 3, 1964, wnleh, school officials sald,
wes the mreper date to apply for suech tranafers,

2, On September 3, 1984, certaln of us snd our children
personally appeared at the sald schools, and recuested that
the sald children be permittsd to transfor to the said sehools,
Our oald ehildpen then completed the proper applieations for
such & transfer and our sald children were then told to return
to their former schooles pending considerstion by you of the
applications for tranasfer,

3¢ Py Tuesday, Beptember 5, 1964, the date on whieh
regular school sessions were to commence for the academic
year 1964-1966, you had failed to advise the sald applicants
of your decleion regarding the sald applicatlion for transler
filed with you on September 3, 19¢4, Accordingly, certain
of us and our ehildren again perscnslly appeered at the said
iehunis requesting th;t nﬁ;--aiﬁiggiidrun be admitted thereto
as t@iﬁiéir students, At that time, a school offieiml refused
to adelt our said ehildpen to the sald gehools as transfer
students and our said ehildren were told to return to thelr

former schools,



4, All of your petitioners and our sald children are
Hagroes. Our sald ehilldren have slways attended se-ragated
schools in Canton wherein only Negro children are allowed to
attend. The sald Centon High Ughool and Canton Junlor High
Bghool are now, and have elways been, restricted to use by
ehildren o the Cauecasian or white race. Such & sosregated
school system 1s inherently unfair and diseriminatory to
our sald ohildren and results in our seid children obtaining
an education whigh ia inferior to that cbtained by the white
children u! Madison County thereby denytlng to our children
the equal protection of the law guaranteed to them by the
Constitution of the United States,

5« In 1light of the foregoing facts, 1t 1s hereby re-
quested that all of the public schools of Madison County
be promptly and completely desesregated in mccordance with
the 1954 Supreme Court dwhian in Srosm ve. Bopard of Wdueca
forvidding such aepregation 1: publiec echool® and that all
ghildren in all grades be permittod to attend such schools
as esch such ohild may choose. Althousgh tﬂl‘yiﬁii ahve pansed
since the snld decislon, public school education in Mndison
County contimnes on a segregnted basis in violation of the
constitution=l righte of ourchildren os gusrsmteed by the
Tourteanth Auendment to the United States Constitutlon,

The Supreme Court placed the obligation upon loeal sohool
officlals to implement desegresation im rublie sghools, which
duty you have not met,

We respestfully request that an immedi-te reply to this
petition be given =nd a date bde set for a hearing to be held

Oitizens and Parents of Madison County

dated: BSeptomber 11, 1964
Onnteon, Miasissippi



