The Missiasinpl Summsr Froject

Tho Miséiasicui Susmer froject 15 cwmpleted. Bridgehoads

were established in the "clonod society” of Mississippi,
and thils fall they will uat be evacuated as some frlends
foared and opponents hopod; they will be held and extendod,
"Tne Negross of that state are never agaln gaing to be
abandonod,” John Lewis, Chairman of SECC, wrote in 4 letter
to Prasidont Joknaons (Tho project was run by COFO, the
Council of Federated Orgpanizablizns, which is f£ar all practiesnl
purposes SNCC, the 3 sudent Nonviolont Coordinating Committec,
aided by COEE),

The Summer Praject was not fishting péonlo but inequality
and infustice; mony of L6s participants have commonted nﬁ
the mcod of love permecting it, Yot the images »f warfare
are nok unjustified, The casualty list af the oroject~™
shows thoe daath of throo staff workers and of five Misaissipplans
gomected with 1%; many woundad; at least twenty ehurchaa
purned to the pround and considsrable other sroperiy
damapge; the lossos sustained by loenl supporters fired from
their jobs or otherwiss damepads aAnd thz vast sums of
pansom peid to the lseal authoreivl .a {thoy called it "hail")s
The thousand voluntoers -- studonts, ministers, doctors,
lawyers «- Who eamo ts work with the s»oject staff have
shown conspicuous bravery in the face of the anewy, simply
by sticking it out on n job which started {n Juns undor a
cloud of violenee perpectrated by its oooponents, In a
popular movie of s-me years agas, 'Bad Day at Black Roek,"
Spencer Tracy showed admirable courare -n ths serecn by
gtaying around in a”little town after s-me local characters
had told him, "get osut by sunset or we'll ki1l you."
Those same words were spoken by real-life villains to
qulte a number of young men and women freshly arrived
from shootersd cammses in Lowa er California, and they
too stayed, almost as a matter of course¢, Local Negro
children of twslve or thirsecn, raiscd in the phllosophy
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of yielding and lying low, went out to canvas for voter
replstration, were harrassad. Ysaten, kiched oub of jobs
and schools, and went bagk finp canvas some morcs

The ways of opaninr un a state whose man Ln power had
operated under the banner of "Hever," wore davsral and
they ware intordependent,

The Freedm Schools , with classes for all apgss,

and studonts from 8 to 82, wore a first attaclk on the state
of semi-1lliteracy in which the "seperate but equal’ myth

of publle gducatica had left ths Negrs youth of Missisaippi,
There were classos In readihg and writins, tybing, 2r¢s

and erafis, sowing, prutrition, Franch, citizsnship, and
history. Starting at the beginaing of summer, whap are
gupposodiy glad to bo let out of aseckool, thair overwhelming
popularity proved how screly thay hnd besn nesded, And

they did more flan teocch sieillst for the first time,

thege chkilriren had teachers nct afraid to pive them an
nndistorsed view of American and worid history, to tell

them what "realiy happensd” durins the Civil War and the
Reconatruction period. fublic schools in the Peap South
endapnger & proper characher deveiopmant of Negro ch:ldren

who are officially taught Lthzt the whites ape tha Mazher nacay
the Freedom Schools began giving the autidote, Thay conbirmied
all through the summer, and arc now kept goinz with ovening
and wockend ¢lasscs,

The sommunliiy.centers provid;ad social scervices and -
recreatisn for adult Neproes whnso social necds untll now
hart Lutn- vivdually dcnaved uy-the stats? librariod, children
day ecaro, health and eitizenship eourses, arts, musie,
plnp-pong, dances, and whatover clse was needed and could
be provided for, More important the any of thess separate
activities, the centers esuld hepin to plve a sense of
"community,".of comnon fata and ¢ammon ~owar, ts scattersed
individuals, From the bepinning, tha centers ware meant as
permenent institutions, but in thesc first hectiec months .
they hove becn housed in church basements, old sehoolhouses,
or ot timss even in & back room In the COFO office; new and
attractive buildings are plamned for several of thems



The aim of tho centors and schools is not to make the
Negroes of Missiasippl mors aszcepbalble to the white ecommunity,
not to help a yourg men who 18 studying French and wearing
an Ivy Leagus sult pet dervice at tho saprepatod counter
of a g-andnlo; they want to assist the loeal Neproos in
the raform of socimsty a&s a whole. Thay laad Jirocctly and
unavoidahly to political activity.

The political action of tha Scmdcr’ ‘soject wan twofolds
voter reglatration, and registration for the Migalsaippl
Froedom Domocratic farty. VR, as voter registration was
called, is a lonr ard uphill strigrple, 4 century after the
Emancipation fraclamation, less than 77 of the advit Negroes
of Mississippi are ropgistercid vobera, against more than 60%
of the whitos, In some countins with a majority of the
population Negro, thore is not one registerced non-white
voser, Ths enurthouse ragistrar has an unchecked veto over
any rogissrobion attompt and has used Shia consiatently to
keep out the Vepro, no matter how well edurated, COFO
werkers hdve hsliped local Neoproos study the registration
tests, have arranged I'reedom Daya to oncourage registratiosn,
ané have accompanied prearsetive veoters to the omrbhounes;
loeal authorities Have used evary form ot +i.lence and
intimidation to kdap them away, There h-ve bean arresis
under the flimsiest pretevts or without any pretexts, Private
and pnielinel and state employers have told Nogro employeos,

"If you register, you're fired,"

thus openly breaking the
Federal Law, Negroes vho dared register havo had their
houses bombed and fired ints, In spite of all this, COFO
hag found a continmiing stream of men and women this summor
willing to climb those courthouse steps and risk their
livelihoods and even their lives,.Ths work has not produced
a2 preat now mimber of Nepro voters, but it has produced a
solid files of affidavits sipned by pessle deorived of
this basic demncratie, ¢ nstitutional rirht, It has
produced a whole ars:nal of testimony with which the
Federal Department of Justice could end the feudalism
of Mississippl.

Bocause so faw Mississippi Nagroes are registored voters
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(and even those fiw aré consistently barred from the
primaries), the Mtsaissipol Frocdoe Domosr tie Zarty was
founded, The parsy is open to all eitizens, black and white,
and it has pledpsd itself fio ths platform of the National
Demoeratis Party -- unlike the Mississipsl Democratic Farty
which went 1ts own wny &8 early as 1948, and which is npt

a> much o political Marty anymore as a power machine to

£i11 certain offices with coertain peonle, Using repistration
forms bnsad on o northern model, the Mississippl F.D.V,
launched a statewlde ' freodom replstratisn canmai?n," and

by mid-Aupust the COFO he+d offlce in Jackson had counted
56,900 F.D.2e ropistered votora, fraclpnet, County, and Siate
Conventions have besn held, and one of tha bripght myments

of this summer's work wns the condltisnal racognition of

the F.D.#. dulepation at the Demcerntic Convaension in
Atlantic City, the retreat of the delszates of the
Missiasgip 1 Democrntlic rfarty, and the definite commitment

to truly repressntative delegetions for 1968,

There was more, COFO vrought folk singors, musicians,
and thse Frae Southern Theatsr to tour the rural areaas of
Mississippl where fow peonle had ever seon 1ive sntertalnment.
COF0 distributed fopd and ciobhings to thas unemployed, and
took a special responsihility for a'l those who hod lost
their jobs or their land because of their stand for civil
rights, COCO made the nation re-ember the Forgatten Man of
Mississinoi, Summing up, COFO started 24 comminity celters,
Pounded at lenst 30 Freod-ym Schosls with well over thres
thousand pupils, and conducted voter rogistration campaigns
in forty towns and villapes in the state, And this lmpge job
was done, as a visiting ministey from the National Council
of Churches wrote home, "by young men and women in hot and
erowded stores and home& turned clvil rights offices, among
the unpaved and battered voads of Negro Miseissippi.,.anidst
a climate of external savapury,”

Traveling throupgh the state, from north to emuth and
from east to west, Holly Sprinps is the first prb@aet~td§n,
followed by the cluster of Clarksdale, Marks, Batesville,

and Crenshaw, Conhoma and Fanola countios have hecome familiar



nemes to sveryone in thoe Summer Frojset, (Bscause of the power
of the Missizsippl county sheriff, and beecause there are
very bad, bad, and not-so~bed shepriffs, county horderlines
beoame as important to COFO workors as frontlars to tho
European Undirground in World var 11).

Clarksdale, which closad its two swimming pools right
at the beginning of the summer rather than oboy the law,
put itself on the COFO map through its sheriff Ben Collins,
a rather plcturesque figure who usced to spray civili rights
workers with a room veodorizer. leadine about YMr, Tollins
in the field reports, onv finds on:iself thinkine at lirss,
"Ha's not such a bad guy, he hag a sense of humor,™ but a
more bthorough study of the materisl shows how deadly wrong
such an imoress:on would be, There La nathin~ hum rous ahomt
the intimidationa, the firings from flobs, the beating of
prisonsrs, Ben Csllins is on the reocord a3 havéng said,
"When those CCOFU boys ore gpone, I'11 kill all the niggers
here who worked iyith them,® However, the COFO hoys will
rot go, (It ia cortnin that the thres men murdered near
fhiladelphie at she stapt of the summar were martyras b thelr
cause in the most real sense; the natiopal reaction to their
gisappearance saved the lives of many of their eslleapues),
Clarksdale ha¢ an sxtenalve summor program, stalfing four
Freed-m Schools plus a fifth one in nearby Marks; the community
canter wns established in what was described as a "eleaned
up former crocsy apoon restourant,” COFO in Cla-ksdale had
g ma completaly dark hours after the eity 2neineer oulled
the light meter out of the wallj sursrisingly, this man
appeared ons day nt the end’of ths s-mmer to tell ths
volunteers that he really liked them vory much. Clarksdale
also has the dubious honor of bhoasting a church, the Pirst
Christian Church of the Disciples of Christ, where a (whitae)
northern minister of that same denomination wus turncd away
vecause he was copnected with the civil rights cause,
Onc may assume that Christ's disciples themselves would have
been unwelcome there too.

Coahoma and nearby ¢ancla connty hnd an intensive VE
and Freed m legistration drive, inspired by the presence of
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Dr, Aaron E. Henry, o veteran civil rights man and now
chairman of the Freedom Demoeratic Party. Pansia County
was especlally important hecause e federal injunclion had
sharply curtailed the vato powers of the circuit clerk there,
and cvory day twonty to thirty mon and women wore found at
the esurthouse waiting to regist.r; the county sheriff
demonatrated local respeet for the law by enlivening the
procegdings +lth the prosence of his oolice dop right in
tha courth-usc,

Going downstroan alons the Mississinol in the Delta.
the next centera of ecivil rirhts worlk were Sunflowor and
Bolivar ¢ untl s, with the towns Cleveland, Drew, Buleville,
Indiarvla, Shaw, 4nd Mound Bay-wu, BNCC workors came t2 Huloville
in 1962 and inapiraed thr formation &f the luloville Citizenship
Club, around which vater roplstr-tisn hes centeored ever since,
Fannie Lou Hammer his bheen the preat leader here, (After the
first attompts at registration, tho Negroes almost without
excoption lost their joba. Unamployed women were taught
quilting to rals: some money, the seraps for thelir work
coming the Ruleville Manufacturing Dompany. After a whilc,
the company «- which Has a head office unu president in
Now ¥York «= mada it 1ts poliecy 6o Yurn all cloth seraps)s
Fuleville now has its Freadom School, communiby center,
and PFreed-m Pepglstration drive molne, The Frecdom Schaol
was particularly important, far hore, as in scveral other
counties, Nepro children in public schools constantly missed
clesses becauss they were sent out to do "fund raising”" for
the schhols. Fraom the are of eirht on, children have to put
in one or more days of cotton picking, with no »ne knowing
where the money from the cottsn poes «= pesnage in 1964 Ameriesn,
Midway through the summer, the sheriff of Sunflower County
teld the volunteers that from then on all bail, no matter
what the charga, would be w500 per person or more -- ssmething
new in Amoriecan lagal history. Civil rights workers, arriving
with certain illusions, triad to have talks with the mayors
of fuloville and Drew, but, they report, thess talks broke

down bacnuse at some point or other the town fathers started

‘to ask lewd suestions shout the interraeial orgiss they
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shatt through the jaw on fiupust 15; 1n the hospital, a
policc officer was overheard to tell & white woman,

"rhey finally ot the nigpor 8ilas," The woman said,
"Meally?®" Thoe policedan angweidled, "Yes, isn't it won-
derful?" Nevertheless, Groenwood had o hundred pupils

in the Frocdom School £nd thy Freodom “oristration rain:d
all throurh the summer.

From Groenvoolt, U.S. hirhway 92 EBast laads to Stark-
vill, West Paint, and Columhus near the Alabama | :imder.
Starkville was virrin territory: no one from any civil
richts arranizatiasn had rons there hefore ths sumner,

Its exploratiasn beran on Aupuat 1, whan two voluntecrs
(ares 18 and 19) aaked to he driven there from Columbus,
dropped in the morninec, and oicked up in the ovening,
There thoy were, st ncinp alone on & Glrt road, as lost
as paratroopers in n junsle; h“ub the loeal police chlel
took cera of thoir publie relatis~s prahlswm, As thoy were
having o coke ia a (Werrs) caf'e, he eome In with two aldes
to tell then that the Norroes of Starimidise didn't need
any outside agitataors, PRy the time he had finished,

the cafe was packed with vouns poéonle who thus found out
whalt the tws voluntsers had cone far, And tliey told them,
"Welve hoen waitinn for you." Ten “ava lator, 450 pasonle
in Starkville had ropisterad for the Wrsardom lempczavic
Party; and the police chief had taken the licanae away
from the cafe whers it all started, Starkville now has

a Voters League; at »no meetinr at the end »f the summer
that same poliece chif stood near the door and told the
arrivels that anyone who went in would be 1in serious
trouhle, There were 43 people at the meeting; only two
had turned arsund -t the door and rone home. Nearby
Columbus had a Freodam Schaol, and also some prime

police harassment. One COFD-or was put in Jéil on &
parking summons and each day he was ~lven another day

in jail and ansther finz of {50 as he continued t5 re-
fuse to be finperprinted., Finally he was hailed out;

the COF) report statss guiatly, "1t dnes not shem con-
stitutional to put somgone ‘n faill for 1ife -n a parking
ticket,"
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of August, plus one huncred and elevan arrcasts on July 16,
Froedom Day. Jolice offlcers were reooprted active in slashe
ing of tires on projoct cars and thore 1s oven an affidavit

on file of two policemen tryine to run down some voluntoors
walking rlonp the public hirhway. Hore 1s the toxt of a swern
statement in the Creonwood fil¢; nat choseon bH.causo it s
particularly dramatic but rather Sacaus?d of 1€s everyday-ness;
it could have hapooned anywhers this summer in Migsissiopl:

"On July 20, 1964 at ahout 11:30 P¥M I was
Srivinr down “leLaurin Str-et in Greonwood, Miss-
lgeiopl acoompanicd hy Semeccccnmana .« W wore
drivine people homa fromihe mass meetine which
had boon held that eveninge.

The poll~c ca- had Yvoen follaowln~ us sinace
wo 1ift tho mess meeting, W+ nmarked oubside
Imla's Pafo on MeLeurine [ wat I rpot out of dhe
car, intending to ~2 Lintothe Caffe. Ths police
car pulled alonrside, They adled me for the ror
pistration papers onts car, I shawad them,
Thonthey askad for my drivers linconse. 1t was
in t he plove comparbtment >f th: car, I woent lo
the car, scarched inths glove coﬂp¢rtm3nt f'irtho
faw.s3conds, and then the policeman sald "You
should havo ﬂhdmthcm in your pocket, That's too
long €2 wait, Thsy arrcsted me, I gave the
ESys Lo my car to 8-= ~==m= , but the policeman
said "Tako hho keys with youa."

They tockmme downto the station, chsr,ud me
with bhavinz a fanlty drivor's lincensz and ruanliapg
n stop sipgn and threw me in jJail, CUFQ worleors
avrived some time later and donded me ocut far 35,
When I pot the envclapo back containing my valiu-
eblas (taksn from mec whon I was errested) all of
the papers I had heen carrying loosse in my pocked
wore mkssing, These fnclude mas reccipts, ropair
recelpts, ete, MMy wallet was in the evcnlope, Hhut
it had hoon strippod of all identificetlon cards
and poprrs,

I wint hack to Inla's Cafe whore #chr? 1laft
my cah. The car wos fome, Pooplc in Lulats Cafo
told ms that after I loft, other police came, socarched
the ¢as, strowod papars arsund and towed the car
awny

We wont back downto t ho statiom toask about
tho ear., 1 was told they didd't have 1t., T £514
tha doask sergeant thnt I had sean the car parkad
intho lot owtside, He snid: "Gb potit then," T
pot 1€ and drove wack to the office,

The ne#t day the ceor would hardly run at all,
I took it to Gray'a Scrwvice Station., Tho mechanic
thdught 1t was the float stick and fixed that,

The car still wouldn't run at all, I tosk it to
Leroy's Garage, Tho mochanic there told me it
wasgaugar in the pras tank., The cad is now a total
los

Another report tells of an eiphty-two year old pardoner
who told a project dircctor, "I am too old to register,"”
but who was finally convinecd to sipn tho Freedom Domo-
cratic Party rolls "not for himsolf but to make a hettar
world for his prandehildren,” Zhortly after, he was fired
from #11 four gardonine johs he held in toun, BPFeonwood
id the town, also, of the “eGhee brothera, yonnr men who
had the éouraga bo po alone to af movie theat:r f1lled
 with hostile radnsecks. Ona of then. 3{1as Methoa, wns



‘vianalize taziner olnce in ths OJPD of~tees, (A gooc psychiatrist

woul®™ have his work cut out for him in the plares of "ississipoi
law enforcement), Trew has a commuilty center too, now, 2nd A
Preedom Schooi which h @ fifty puoile is possibly the first Ameri-
ecan comunity to try out the Cectapo rimmick ealled Sohnbzhalt,
which menns avrestines peaplo "for thelr own protection," Local
COFO pegple who found themselvogein the town after suns.t, webo
simply put in janil %111 ths following day,

Mich more sarious and far-reachine than this police harssse-
ment are the Sunflower and Bolivar County plans of various "white
citizens" prpups for "complote mechanization" and for "the romoval
of nll dilapidated houses", In Bollvar County, a "7lante®s Club"
geelts to do awavy with a thousands dllapidated houses a year,

Since the Nepro farm la horors have nowhsrs el o to live, the real
purposs of hhis plah to beautifjp ths countryside is clear enough ,
‘echanizatinon, that is to sny machanized farminz in the DNelta,
wonld load the attack from the osther end; one COFD man wrote,

"The peopleo we ara reachine now, will have left in five yeavs
time." The polnt is that whillemcchanization of farmine is in
itself a natural develoomant, which oould brin- ecreater wolfare,
the Delta has no plsns for ratraintne the lehorers, end Federal
pland in this area ara made upichbemome. Hora the urponcy of CCRO

Bocomas voryeelear: whils shoriffs ko:p thims:lves happy with

rourhing up prisoncrs, the more "vislomary" sosropatidnists fore-

see a forcer mass oxodus of unskilled Mississippians out of thoir
owm statac,

Contimiine farthor souti, Crceonville is rcachoed, and more
inland, Groonwoad, where <800 had its national hoadquarters tais
summer and a command part of WATS linss (Wide Area Telophone Sor-
vico) which played & vital oaht imthe communditgtions and socurilty
arranpomonts, The telephone trianrle of Greenwood, Jackson, and
Atlanta, Coorpip, providad a nerve conter for the hattlo of
Miesissippl, for lcopins track of the whoreabouts of svery COFD
man, woman, and oar, and fsr calling on the F.B.I, and ths Justice
Department in Weshingston vhen danedr loomed--and on & bhad nipght
the heetic Jackson offlcu at 1017 Lynch Struct, and the smaller
office in Greenwoosd lookad and socundad 1ike ons of thoss under-
ground operatiomil rooms of the «wei.F. durins the Battle of

Britaln,

Groemwood was & touph town for the voluntcers: thers were

forty arrests from the first wock of July until ths first weok
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Sti11 farth:r Aswn “hs Miss ssiopl comas Vicis-
burr, & torigt town 2nd 2 eanter for fader-l -rojscts
end thus a rsl-tivoely pe~esful ol-~ee, A&t lenst, thuse
enrly roports any; then comes the shrewrrt jrirrine note
that the commnity center wos “urned doawn. (Warron
County Sherlff Vornon Luckatt, no Shorlock Holmes he,
advoncad the theory th-t ths fire mist have beon causad
by amoldarine Foavhere, clthourh o toreh was found ry ht
on thoe spot). Viekshurr had 650 peopls attonding Lts
Froado« Party preécinct mucting. A newsletter was start-
ed, o 202 hank, nnd n survay in depth of one mrecinet,
Vickashurp also dlastincuished ftsslf Beenuss some suceess-
ful contncts were sgtnMlishad with the whits cammunity.

Thon,enat of Vickshuvry, coves tha cositil, Jackson,
Jackson wng a center af 0ZR) administrotisn faor the Sunmer
Projact; 1t olss rd four hundresd puplls in elirht Freadonm
Svhoals, nnd a big votor ros strrtisn cvmonipn, N comm=
unity center ia Seing fHundad, Thers will be sewvarnl Freade-
om Gehssls this £all, ane of them a wo3ile unlt, Jaekson
dosd not abtnnd mat in Mississippi ths way dew Jrleans
stanés out in Loutsirne; 1¢ is 2imply o Ssmewinb LoTHor
town than the octhors. But ths "Marthern srasence” of
volunteers, ncwspsperman, 2ad tho 2.1, kwd Lts effoct
on bthe mogd of the towng “elfare thus s mmewr, Ussisslippl
wze the only stcte in the umlon without its own P.E.L.
affice {a stroore situation for o stnte which hod more
than Lts shere of unsolved arson, gurdar, nnd definnce
of federsl law)., There is n epnnietion Hatweer this summe
er's work ond the rocent gquiet intecratlon of Jnckson's
first-rreders,

“ast of Jackson lles the "oipth Conprassional Dlstrict
which wns tha spscial responsihility of COEE (Districts
Ore, Iwo, Three, and Tive wara run hy 3'CA), with
Canton, Carthare, Hardony, feridian, --and fhiladelphia,
whore Jamss Chaney, 4Lndrsw Goocman, and iichasl Schwarner
were marderad, The mnjsr “nd minor incidents in this
district make = lon list; o ropsrt of July 17 t<lls of

a New York low stucciab and - repirter for Jst Mipazin

benten up by Fhilndelphin tourhs {n full aslght of smil-
inr Depuby Sheriff Ceell Prico, A1l these places now have
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Froedom Schools and Community Cenfsrs. Milndelphie,
where Mrg, ita Schwerner row woris, 18 builcing its
contor s a memor)al for its thrse daad, and even here
volunteers had the stovach to set up a new Freedom School,
In Carthoge, COFO-ors soruhbed nnd hamnered to fix up an
empty school bhuildine, only to he ﬁo{b ;hdﬁlfhg ﬁgrﬁr%ﬁﬂ
finished that they could nat use 1lt; they stnrted arvesh
somawhera elsa, In Onrthope, too, COFD hnd econtracted
with radio stntion W'AG for a series of snat nnnounce-
rmonts of the Sreacdsr Democentic "nrtv ecounty conventiosng
r day 1 ter nn embapr»nssed staiion manarar cnwme Lo agk
out since he fe-red "for the sarefiv -~ tho statin =nd
his employees," In #darmony, after rvunuyy up fealnst
tha usual ransl sstate -roilems, t ¢ prajeect valunteora
and loecal helpers builé thelr cwn comminl bty center for
less than fiftsen '‘mndred dollars, Meridian W@ &

Jarre Fraedom Schnal program, and also, surarisicgly,

a Clty AGtorney with enoujst. backhone to restrain sone
loe 1l arltaters horacsng the volunteers,

The most sugce=saful Freedom Scnovol prorrom of the
summer wns that of Hattieshurg, alehiy miles zonth of
Meridian, Fresedom School yer stiretion synrted on
July 1lst, ~nd six davs Lintar 592 2dul’s and chilcren
hnd gipgned up., Sckcols wers sobt up Ln six chur~hos; there
wore coursas ‘n wusic, in citizenship, He+rs history, hy-
glene, prenatal care (piven hy a peglstared nurse). In
the rural center enlied ‘almers Crasssine, three miles out
of town, a cummunity cunter offerad day care for 8 all
¢hildren, recrantion, =:x eclasses In literacy, haalth
care, ond sewing. The Freedom School teschara tallked
ahout the Freedom Demoeratic Party, nnd afternson "pre-
cinct tens" were hold for those who didn't attend the
achcols, The library hecame so laprpo that it could be
Adistributed over severnl separite ones,

Hattiesbury had an avers-e of s.xty volunteefs_hll
throurh the summer, half of whom toucht in the Freedom
Schools, There hnad "“ean nnvehanaisn rhout where to
house 011 of these aeanls, fop seva=-1 »f the Nepgro

= families who hed aripeonclly offerad rosr hod heen ine
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timldated into withdrawinm., But once the voluntaers
showod up, the loenl people, sesins "now they had come
all that way," quickly rallisd, ilany miniaters - couns-
ellors from the Natisnal Touncil »f Church:s gcame to
Hattleshurg, and here ns elsewhcere the new “Wississippl
Student Union, made up of lacel hirh school studaents,
workad with COFY on voter repistrntion, Nequv Laurel
hnd its Froecdom Schosl too, n community center, and a
strong votar replstratisn prorrom,

Missies.ppi's Ssuthwest 18 a no man's land o>f viol-
ence, nnd it is & major triumph that voter registration
was actually undertaken in datehzz and feComb, nﬁd that
mcComb hnd a smnll Freedom School. HNntchez is the e-
placopnl see for the lioman Catholie Church 1n Misaissippi,
but so for the hishop has nat sean it to welcome the
northern nriests who want to help in his stnte, Thus
Catholic priests ron come only ns "tourists,” in contrast
to their ‘rotestnnt nnd Jewish collesapues, who, under the
Fational Council of Churches, helped the vnluntaara‘with
moral suppert, visits in jnil, with chruffeuring them a=-
rounc, and tryin- to rat them $2 ast a rerular =menrl when
possihle,

The Southenst of the state did hetter than the South-
west; porhaps the sen wind =a2lps sHvwewhat to “low the cob-
wehs out of poople's honda, 'Iass Jaint, fasearsullr, Gulf-
port, Eiloxi, and Ucean 3prinys, 21l sasd CIF0 in =ction,
ond the creation of sehools nand centera, (Wigrins, 25
miles inlrnd, hnd a sheriff who simply announced that
white veoluntoera could not enter Stons County). In Pi-

loxi, COFPQ undertook a White Commnity Project of contacts

with the mlnistry, journslists, lahor leadera, nnd personnsl

of the nearhy fessler Air Force "ase, The W,C,”, had rough
sailinr, hut ensurh wns achieved to warrand a wider spread-
inp of thia srojsct., An apartrent had heen 1engd in Bil-
0% to serve a3 headquarters, "t ot the 1nst momant the
landlord (white, ond nfraid) canceled 1%, and the project
endod up on the third floor of = hotel "mislanﬁinglycnamad
The Riviera." Biloxi had eirhty Freedom School students,

apd Ocean Sprinss thirty, The “.S.0., %ississippi Student
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Mcss Point near “escnroule is a town of bitter
police haranssmant and strone eivil rirhts anthusiasm,
A quote from a report -= nrFn.n, it could hove been nny-
where in "Mississippi:

"The five of us HIns sna yonng lndy fro~ the
communi ty, who is very intersstad in working for
Civil Fiphts, went te ®#attieshurg for some much

rngedad suppliegs AtTthis pofnt, 'we had-poimatar-:
inls, monsy, office or aany people. After stopplng
at tha Court Hous: to see [=e-== -=== from a distonce
of conrse =-- we arrived at the Hattlesbhuprp office
where we were very iapressed with the spirit of the
Movement th=t is So apparent thers, We really have
somathing to work towards in org nizing oursolves
in Kosa Joint,

"We alss leznrnad thot the 3 civil rirhts workers
were arrestod in chil. MMiss,, reloased at night ahd
are now nmissing. The car was found hurned., The press
and the FRI nare averywhave., The 3 went there to in-
vestigate a church bhurning and hentinrs of Negroes.
We returned to Toss “aint abont 6 7.'f. and attencdad
a 1ively (eivil rirhta) mceting.

"When we left the mectinr, Te--= "nd I went to
a cnfe end wire golns to enll Hattieshers ahont the
recent trouble. I wns told hy commnity people ahoab
whitea throwing polssned enndy and sum “rount the
commanity. Two amall childrin were. suppogsed to have
hean poisoncd hadly. 1 ealled and they were to call
me hark wlithin the hovr, Ne-- lalt the cafe to sce
Cemm=y, I walk:? next door and sot on the lawn when
T saw - constahle coninr. The oonstrhla put d=m=e
in the car and eams over ta 8. "Whateha doing hers
boy?" 4 sﬁﬁrt dialoprue f)ll‘woe and 1 was put und-
er a-reat "for investipation,”

"At the jnil, we met Hishway Fatrsl, fascaroula
and Aoss rpint elty pollice, sheriff's deputies nnd
otheprs, The pereral caaversation was sné of harr-
assment and intimidation, (*We treat oul nigrers
well as long a8 they stay in their place.,.we don't

want you commie outside ﬁritﬂLors eoming in...c00ple
got killed far less.?) Then we went ap the elsvat-
or, wor: m.e ta face the alevator wall snd a hirhway
poatralman took out his 5illy eluh, swuac ko& it on his
own hand, ané snid, 'You hoys are in for a pood whoop-
inr.!

"Upop enterine cell Slgek we wers taken to "niper
hull pen." Thep wera shavad inside rnd ff'l-ers said,
fHera they nare, ret'em “oys,'! This is very vnusuel
practlee for whit°s ta Ye put into th= Mepro sectlion,
The Nerrooca expresssd confusiasn and fear, They were
movad to heat us, Five minutes later, two offic-rs
took us into n white sellhlocls, Jthis was ahont 12:30
a.m. Wednea ny. At the white cell, the officers trisd
to incite white prisoners to tnke out their apcreoss-
ions sn the volunteers, ('It's wooping tine,') The
officars left and whits »rissners gathersd nhovt,

Receew opan~d a conversation with one, ~n' sasad some
of the tensinn. At thia »3int, 2 “Meric:n spoke up
nnd R-=-=-gpoke t> him in S-anish to h2ln develop

a ropport. After seversl asinmukzs, a ‘iss.gsliopian
announced that he hated a1l nic~ers anc nlgper-lovers
and that O3F érs were there to be bBenten by the whitss,
However he wes polnpg to let us ro.

~ "We 1ay down and listensd to the arpument, thnt
InStaﬂ thopt thwasz hours, sn whacther or nat to heat
us up, Sporsdically, police officers and trustees
would onter arpumant, attenptxng to Lncite white
prizoners to "do justice." Mupniaz arr.ved without
real 1nciﬂant.

"About 10 a.m, officers task us out of the eell
into tinperprintin# padm, As they were fingorprinte
iog ond gupring me, the officers told H----- sordid
storina ahout brutaligg ‘that hnd “ean {-posed upon
fallow COMNsre B nes a Aay alf~ra. NAn afficer tnld
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but Ti===-= didn't know 1t) and tha* n fellow white
Flrl worker “acd heen hrutally rioed "nd was ~n hep
death bad, /At this baint H-«== Painted, Upoan
awakenin~, the bnek 2f his head Wlsedlng, we both
were egceorted to the lahhy whers attorneys frsan COFD
in drckaon were waltin ..,..Local pollee vefused
to return nersonal sapers, woinly handwri tten nstes,
ond denisd they hnd over taken them,..In n suhseguent
intervicw, FOI arents sxprassed no interest in the
pental horrossqgent which ?ﬁrpgrqdﬂ¢&r1931ngazég‘houra
4 ' en

Gk, BDSRT in Jall.,When taken, 53 j311, R-=-+ h33°58

t01é 4& was Being arrested sn 4 vApranc s chirpe, The
followinr morning the sheriff sa.d there ware no chareas,

n

In Yogs Joint, ns in sth-r towns, there ars n few
Nogro polleeman on chr Toree. 4h2sa ret no salary, only
a honus of four dollnrs per arrest, Thay are not 2llowed
t» book whites, hut early this summer they were intormed
that it wns nll rip=t to Hrire in white eivil rirnts workars,
At lenat ona of thev Bold ha irht not eare 6o, nd was
fired,

Moss Yopint hnd mnny mnsas meetines; shots ware fired
Into nra durine the sinprinry at ths and, né three ~irls
were hurt, ona hadly. Navertheless, Tive-hundred paonle
showad up for n meetine schednlad tha very neéxt evan.nr,
"There w9 n movent's 423 trtlon when tha singins bHeran,
becguse evergone thourh of whao had hnppened. the..nipght
before, hutfﬁhen thej rnis;d tﬁaur vairﬁs qnd'sgﬁg,.'W§
Shall Overcome,'"

On Aurust 10, the Freedom School at Glvekstact in
Madison (ounty near fCanton, wes burned to the ground., A
thirtesn yaar o1¢ Herro Yoy wroto nhont this latep, "I
think 1&'s a shra2 how a1l the roof books got hurnad,
how the pencils and tahlos rot burncd, how the church
pinno and nll the ~ood church bhenches wsre bhurned to ashes,"
A ¢irl wrote, "And to the -n: thot Srnsd dawn that Hulld-
ing - you are not mrting ns8, vou are "uildine fire an your
own hack, Tecause don't you kunow Cod wns loskinr at you?
God is polng to have yonr tris' snd dav, und yo r aunts ~nd
unclas are not zoins Lo Ma »n that jury seat to deglafe you
innocent. 'ft don't make any cifference with God what col-
.5;57¢ur;raqa‘ﬂs, Bratha?,'yéu ﬁill ﬁdt-whaﬁ"ajggﬁidg to
you."

And & boy of seventeen: ".,.when 1 roturnad from the
play In White (merieca, they told me that our school had heen
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