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timldated into withdrawinm., But once the voluntaers
showod up, the loenl people, sesins "now they had come
all that way," quickly rallisd, ilany miniaters - couns-
ellors from the Natisnal Touncil »f Church:s gcame to
Hattleshurg, and here ns elsewhcere the new “Wississippl
Student Union, made up of lacel hirh school studaents,
workad with COFY on voter repistrntion, Nequv Laurel
hnd its Froecdom Schosl too, n community center, and a
strong votar replstratisn prorrom,

Missies.ppi's Ssuthwest 18 a no man's land o>f viol-
ence, nnd it is & major triumph that voter registration
was actually undertaken in datehzz and feComb, nﬁd that
mcComb hnd a smnll Freedom School. HNntchez is the e-
placopnl see for the lioman Catholie Church 1n Misaissippi,
but so for the hishop has nat sean it to welcome the
northern nriests who want to help in his stnte, Thus
Catholic priests ron come only ns "tourists,” in contrast
to their ‘rotestnnt nnd Jewish collesapues, who, under the
Fational Council of Churches, helped the vnluntaara‘with
moral suppert, visits in jnil, with chruffeuring them a=-
rounc, and tryin- to rat them $2 ast a rerular =menrl when
possihle,

The Southenst of the state did hetter than the South-
west; porhaps the sen wind =a2lps sHvwewhat to “low the cob-
wehs out of poople's honda, 'Iass Jaint, fasearsullr, Gulf-
port, Eiloxi, and Ucean 3prinys, 21l sasd CIF0 in =ction,
ond the creation of sehools nand centera, (Wigrins, 25
miles inlrnd, hnd a sheriff who simply announced that
white veoluntoera could not enter Stons County). In Pi-

loxi, COFPQ undertook a White Commnity Project of contacts

with the mlnistry, journslists, lahor leadera, nnd personnsl

of the nearhy fessler Air Force "ase, The W,C,”, had rough
sailinr, hut ensurh wns achieved to warrand a wider spread-
inp of thia srojsct., An apartrent had heen 1engd in Bil-
0% to serve a3 headquarters, "t ot the 1nst momant the
landlord (white, ond nfraid) canceled 1%, and the project
endod up on the third floor of = hotel "mislanﬁinglycnamad
The Riviera." Biloxi had eirhty Freedom School students,

apd Ocean Sprinss thirty, The “.S.0., %ississippi Student
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Mcss Point near “escnroule is a town of bitter
police haranssmant and strone eivil rirhts anthusiasm,
A quote from a report -= nrFn.n, it could hove been nny-
where in "Mississippi:

"The five of us HIns sna yonng lndy fro~ the
communi ty, who is very intersstad in working for
Civil Fiphts, went te ®#attieshurg for some much

rngedad suppliegs AtTthis pofnt, 'we had-poimatar-:
inls, monsy, office or aany people. After stopplng
at tha Court Hous: to see [=e-== -=== from a distonce
of conrse =-- we arrived at the Hattlesbhuprp office
where we were very iapressed with the spirit of the
Movement th=t is So apparent thers, We really have
somathing to work towards in org nizing oursolves
in Kosa Joint,

"We alss leznrnad thot the 3 civil rirhts workers
were arrestod in chil. MMiss,, reloased at night ahd
are now nmissing. The car was found hurned., The press
and the FRI nare averywhave., The 3 went there to in-
vestigate a church bhurning and hentinrs of Negroes.
We returned to Toss “aint abont 6 7.'f. and attencdad
a 1ively (eivil rirhta) mceting.

"When we left the mectinr, Te--= "nd I went to
a cnfe end wire golns to enll Hattieshers ahont the
recent trouble. I wns told hy commnity people ahoab
whitea throwing polssned enndy and sum “rount the
commanity. Two amall childrin were. suppogsed to have
hean poisoncd hadly. 1 ealled and they were to call
me hark wlithin the hovr, Ne-- lalt the cafe to sce
Cemm=y, I walk:? next door and sot on the lawn when
T saw - constahle coninr. The oonstrhla put d=m=e
in the car and eams over ta 8. "Whateha doing hers
boy?" 4 sﬁﬁrt dialoprue f)ll‘woe and 1 was put und-
er a-reat "for investipation,”

"At the jnil, we met Hishway Fatrsl, fascaroula
and Aoss rpint elty pollice, sheriff's deputies nnd
otheprs, The pereral caaversation was sné of harr-
assment and intimidation, (*We treat oul nigrers
well as long a8 they stay in their place.,.we don't

want you commie outside ﬁritﬂLors eoming in...c00ple
got killed far less.?) Then we went ap the elsvat-
or, wor: m.e ta face the alevator wall snd a hirhway
poatralman took out his 5illy eluh, swuac ko& it on his
own hand, ané snid, 'You hoys are in for a pood whoop-
inr.!

"Upop enterine cell Slgek we wers taken to "niper
hull pen." Thep wera shavad inside rnd ff'l-ers said,
fHera they nare, ret'em “oys,'! This is very vnusuel
practlee for whit°s ta Ye put into th= Mepro sectlion,
The Nerrooca expresssd confusiasn and fear, They were
movad to heat us, Five minutes later, two offic-rs
took us into n white sellhlocls, Jthis was ahont 12:30
a.m. Wednea ny. At the white cell, the officers trisd
to incite white prisoners to tnke out their apcreoss-
ions sn the volunteers, ('It's wooping tine,') The
officars left and whits »rissners gathersd nhovt,

Receew opan~d a conversation with one, ~n' sasad some
of the tensinn. At thia »3int, 2 “Meric:n spoke up
nnd R-=-=-gpoke t> him in S-anish to h2ln develop

a ropport. After seversl asinmukzs, a ‘iss.gsliopian
announced that he hated a1l nic~ers anc nlgper-lovers
and that O3F érs were there to be bBenten by the whitss,
However he wes polnpg to let us ro.

~ "We 1ay down and listensd to the arpument, thnt
InStaﬂ thopt thwasz hours, sn whacther or nat to heat
us up, Sporsdically, police officers and trustees
would onter arpumant, attenptxng to Lncite white
prizoners to "do justice." Mupniaz arr.ved without
real 1nciﬂant.

"About 10 a.m, officers task us out of the eell
into tinperprintin# padm, As they were fingorprinte
iog ond gupring me, the officers told H----- sordid
storina ahout brutaligg ‘that hnd “ean {-posed upon
fallow COMNsre B nes a Aay alf~ra. NAn afficer tnld
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but Ti===-= didn't know 1t) and tha* n fellow white
Flrl worker “acd heen hrutally rioed "nd was ~n hep
death bad, /At this baint H-«== Painted, Upoan
awakenin~, the bnek 2f his head Wlsedlng, we both
were egceorted to the lahhy whers attorneys frsan COFD
in drckaon were waltin ..,..Local pollee vefused
to return nersonal sapers, woinly handwri tten nstes,
ond denisd they hnd over taken them,..In n suhseguent
intervicw, FOI arents sxprassed no interest in the
pental horrossqgent which ?ﬁrpgrqdﬂ¢&r1931ngazég‘houra
4 ' en

Gk, BDSRT in Jall.,When taken, 53 j311, R-=-+ h33°58

t01é 4& was Being arrested sn 4 vApranc s chirpe, The
followinr morning the sheriff sa.d there ware no chareas,

n

In Yogs Joint, ns in sth-r towns, there ars n few
Nogro polleeman on chr Toree. 4h2sa ret no salary, only
a honus of four dollnrs per arrest, Thay are not 2llowed
t» book whites, hut early this summer they were intormed
that it wns nll rip=t to Hrire in white eivil rirnts workars,
At lenat ona of thev Bold ha irht not eare 6o, nd was
fired,

Moss Yopint hnd mnny mnsas meetines; shots ware fired
Into nra durine the sinprinry at ths and, né three ~irls
were hurt, ona hadly. Navertheless, Tive-hundred paonle
showad up for n meetine schednlad tha very neéxt evan.nr,
"There w9 n movent's 423 trtlon when tha singins bHeran,
becguse evergone thourh of whao had hnppened. the..nipght
before, hutfﬁhen thej rnis;d tﬁaur vairﬁs qnd'sgﬁg,.'W§
Shall Overcome,'"

On Aurust 10, the Freedom School at Glvekstact in
Madison (ounty near fCanton, wes burned to the ground., A
thirtesn yaar o1¢ Herro Yoy wroto nhont this latep, "I
think 1&'s a shra2 how a1l the roof books got hurnad,
how the pencils and tahlos rot burncd, how the church
pinno and nll the ~ood church bhenches wsre bhurned to ashes,"
A ¢irl wrote, "And to the -n: thot Srnsd dawn that Hulld-
ing - you are not mrting ns8, vou are "uildine fire an your
own hack, Tecause don't you kunow Cod wns loskinr at you?
God is polng to have yonr tris' snd dav, und yo r aunts ~nd
unclas are not zoins Lo Ma »n that jury seat to deglafe you
innocent. 'ft don't make any cifference with God what col-
.5;57¢ur;raqa‘ﬂs, Bratha?,'yéu ﬁill ﬁdt-whaﬁ"ajggﬁidg to
you."

And & boy of seventeen: ".,.when 1 roturnad from the
play In White (merieca, they told me that our school had heen
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