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~1cCOI1B M CKGROUND 

McComb city is set in the southwe ste rn oart of Mississipp i , an nren 
which , in the l o.st year, h2s come t o be nlmost t otdly Jomin::tte.:l by 
t errorism. Virtu:.tlly ·lntin•! from the lo.te President Kennedy's "hu
man ri orhts" s peech o f June 1, 1963, the Klu Klux Klan, r esurre c'ted 
and intensive ly exo nndet1, hns been en" n" in<' in nn nctive c:n'lpaion 
of violence anainst l ocal Ne•,r o citizens. The ex'tent o f the Klan 's 
dominance in this a rea is evi11enced by the horrifyin<' chronoloqy of 
murder,_ shootinr> s~ b~ntin•' S , anJ._ bombin<TS w.hich h ave been J erpetra t
eJ on the Nonr o people there. Since December of 1963, there have 
be en seven known rnurJ crs o£ Ne~roes , amen~ them Louis Allen who had 
been active in vot er re Pistr::ttion activities in P~ite County, nn.:J 
nm younn NeProe boys who se mutil~terl boJies were found in the Yazoo 
Rive r this summer. rn Amite County , n seventy-yoar-ol<l farmer anrl a 
mothe r of e i ')ht chilJ ren 1~ere J r n<Ttred from their homes by n mob o f 
~rmed nen 1nd s evere ly beaten . In Natche z , a 1 •ca l Nel) r • funer~ l 
direct< r nn~ his assistant were ki Jn!l.ppe<~ , tekcn t r a fielol and whip 
pee . In llcC nb. , a 1 cnl Ne<'r ' 1'\echtmic was sinil l!.r l y beaten. 

Nunberous illhe r beat inns r f Nc<Tr t•e s by the Klan h-;vu t nken phce . In 
Mcc-·nbothis sunner, n l!l iniste r ~-.•a s beat en " n e u "~wntr•wn street in 
brc a<l ·l ay-li, htllft ur he i •lcntifi -J .l hil'lsc l£ c s a minister w·- rkinn f <'r 
civil ri1•hts. Cn ss-burnin"'s 1r e s r fr e quent nn ~" ccurencc they r- r e 
n· 1 ·n<>o r news"!. rthy . There luv~ been sixteen b<'ni' inl's in the llcCromb 
ar e a a l no since th1. sta rt ,,£ the s=cr pr" j ect, inclu l in<> the COFO 
PrecJom hr use wiu:~rc t en civ.i,l riro hts we rkc rs were slecpinr an,1 in 
Hhich tw wer .: injurec . !!l cvc n f t hos e h"mbinvs h.nvll t al<en pl ac e 
since Aurrust 28 f ~r tho situntir n ste::!.UJ.y •letcri~ ratcs en..! the 
t orr rists ha ve c no t knr w n" r c strr insts. The r e h~vc been f 'lur 
b• mbinPs in th..: l :::s't 90 h ~urs inclu ' in" the h~nc ~£ ~Irs. Ouinn whr s e 
chil'ren wer e injun!·1 , an.! n :'lrrr l~ly esc1oe' 1 ~a.th. l'in:!lly , the 
Hr use ~£ w~ rshio h:!.s buc, ne " s neci" l t t' r Pet £ t e rr rist activity . 
In tfie licC nl .::rea thrc\:Cnurches hav e o urne 1- t ... tnc vr~un 1 , an, the r 
partir lly l:a~rnt, :lll·' n ;fifth "ln --st C" mpletc ly 1onr lishc ' by Jyn:~m .i.t e . 
In the S Jutlwost ns 1 11h l e ther e h1vo !:> eon n · r e thnn t en church e s 
'cstr~yo' this sumner ~lnno . 

Pri ro r t c t he be<~innin <' f the ~lississinl'li Surll'lo:r Prf" j ect, s ' 1'10 23 
lfississip i c- ns ca.!'l\3 t • lh shintr t cn t ~ t estif y Lef r o:: o. s~lect pane l r: f 
~is tin!'uisbel \mericans :~Jv ut thE) C'>n 'i tinn f t e rror, 1n•l t n urrre 
fcJe r:~ l prl"tecti~n f ... r Ne<'r r i!S, en' f ; r civilri!'hts V''•rkc rs the r e . 

COFO l e.::Jers ell tried t c s eck .:m interviet-: with t he Pr csi,\ent, an d 
it was t :> n" o.va i 1. The mur•'or s ' f J :mes Chttney, l•icho.el Sch1ferne r 
anc' ,l n•' rel~ ~>• Jmcn Ner e strik inn cvi,Jence t hil t the ir !)l ea was unhca r r:' , 

Bef or e SNCC Wcl r ker s l'h' Ve' int <1 t.he S"ut;ln-1es1: in l'l i 1-sunt~er, a nunber 
· •f sto.ff an•' v , lunte <::rs c ane t t l 'a sh.in~ t <>n t " ur rce steupe-~ up f eJera l 
p r e s ence in t hat SllCti• n, base ~ " n evi,lence ,, f c nassive , armed Klan 
bui111up . 

Fcllowinf' the f~nn~l en.'. ,~£ t he Summ~r l' r nj cct, an ' its mov ement into 
a new pha s e , the lirector of t he tlcCnmb pr oject wrote t n responsible 
rrove rnr.Jent 0fficiols t n advise them co f the increase in violence , anr1 
t o warn of the prospect th<! t the l. e tcrioratin~ si tuati m mi•Tht lea,l 
t o mor e murder. Thnt violence is n0w appar ent , a s is t hc f act that •. 
Ne., r oe s ar e bein<> in1iscrimina t ely Jeorive~ r f their constituticn nl 
f r eedr'nS. 

This stat ement, ther e f 0r o , r epresents e ,~uolicati.., n nf n numbe r of 
e fforts t o mnke the public m•:1re of the cbs nlute f reorlom with which 
t e rr<"rists b..,mb , am! Lurn, an•, us e the r ffici:J l ooJoJcrs qf sta te :md 
l ocal <Tov ernmen't t o or ev ent Ncnr oes from exercisin~ the ir bnsic 
ri.,hts . 




