
oFFICL 
TO: ALL FRIENDS OF THE HFDP 

FROM: THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDry1 D~OCRATIC PARTY 

We are enclosing a r eport explaining the role of the 111:'PDP 
at the Conventi on in Atlantic City und the plans of the 
MFDP for the future . We hope that this report will help 
you understand more full y the position and focus of the TI1FDP. 

As the Conventi on mad e clear, there are many things that 
you in the North can do to h~lp the MFDP. The r e is the 
obvious and omnipresent ne ed for money a nd supplies. 

In the ne xt few woeks we will bo running 5 campaigns for 
Se ns te and the House of Repres 0ntatives. And poverty in 
Mississippi means not onl y that peopl o ar o poor , but that 
they h ave no money wi th which to help themselves . We must 
have material sup port fr om outside the state if we are to 
keep pace with tho growing strength of organization among 
the people thems elves . 
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We also n eed political support. Becaus e we had that support, 
we made the De~ocratic National Convention stand still for 
four days, and rece i ved the coverage in press and t e l evision 
we so vitall y n~od ed . But we lost - th~ battle at the Convention. 

Now we are workin~ t o challe nge the ' 'tississit'Pi representatives 
to ;::,en2te and the Congress . if we arc to win this battle 
against the Regular Democratic Party of 114is sis sippi, we must 
have pre ssure from you on the Pre sid ent and on the r epre
s entative s of the National Do.,.,ocratic Part ;r in your · state. 

But it is most important to r emember that the members of 
the MFDP are ~issis sippi Negroe s first and foremost, and 
it is this condition that s hapes t heir lives . Unl ess the 
state itse lf chan~e s, the ir livos cannot improve - an d 
the state will not cha nge without pressure from the rest 
of the country . 

You must help by making. sure tho people of tho MFDP are not 
forgotten, by insisting that tha story of Mississippi continue 
to be told, and by ca lling for tho kind of Fede ral presence 
that will bring Freedom tJ those people's lives . 

Freedom Democratic Party 
852 ! Short Street 
Jacks on, Mississippi 



FDP 

THE CONVENTION CHALLENGE 

Many friends of the FDP have expressed concern and confusi on 
as to why the FDP de legation at Atlanti c City refused to accept 
the decision of the Credential s Committee . That decision gave 
Dr. Aaron Henry and Rev . Ed King votes a s Delegates - At -Lar ge, 
r equired tha t the Regul a r Democratic Party of Mississippi pl edge 
support to J ohnson Humphr ey in November, and provided fo r a 
committee to work on requiring tha t a t the 1968 convention all 
del ega tes be chose n thr ough prGcesses which do not exc l ude Negro 
re ~istered · voters . 

In anal yzing why the FDP did not accept t h is compromise , it 
is important to unde rstand first wha t the FDP de l egati on represent 
ed and what it accomplished at the convention . The FDP de l egation 
was nbt · simpl y an "alt e rnative" del egati on chosen by Ne gro instead 
of white ~iss issippians! The FDP is not a Negr o part y , but a n 
integr ated party, ope n to all white s . It gr ows directly out of 
the civi l r ights movement in Y..Tis si s s ippi . 'It came t o Atlantic 
City demanding , not si~pl y that Neg roes be r epr esented , but that 
r acism ·be e nd e d -. in 111ississippi and in the De.,ocratic Party . 

More over, the conditions und e r whi ch the _ FDP de l egation 
was c hose n were certa~nly uni~ e . Though the FDP de l egation 
was chos e n ac cord ing to t he l aws of Mis sissippi , its role was 
only partiall y polit ical. This is so because simpl y to take 
part in the poli tical pr ocess of tho state makes the Negro in 
Mississippi aut omatic ally a rebe l against the segr egated socie t y . 
This me <. ns .tha t he is in immedi a te and gr ave danger of losing 
his job, h i s home , and possibly his life . Many of t hose who 
r epr esent ed the FDP a t Atlanti c City have suffe red the most 
br utal and continual reprisals e ver since t hey began vrorking 
for their pol i tic a l ri ghts. This lends a pecul iar a nd unique 
air to the ir efforts to attend the Convention, and moans t hat 
they wer e l iterall y g~mbling t he ir lives against the right of 
be ing seated in Atlantic City . · 

The t hird thing tha t must '.:le ·unders tood is that the FDP 
had the support it nee ded to ~ n the fi ght a t Atlantic City . 
Within t h e Cre dentia l s Committee their was sufficient support 
to get the FDP 1 s dem~nds on the fl oor of the Convention , through 
the -si g ning of a minority r eport . On the floor , t he re was 
suff i cie nt support to force a roll c all vote . Once a rol l call 
was al l oil'/ed, rno3t ok:- c J•vc r'3 agreed that the F'DP woul d have bee n 
s eat <-1 d . 'dt1Rt prevc~r.:c·_,, ; i;~. is w·,s the "l'!os t massive pressure from 
t h8 VJ~: 1t8 !ic·;s e ~ L~J· · :·t · :~1.l ;-;-t.; nnv:l~tj~'r'l of Hube rt Humphrey . The 
F l:P cl ·].L,~r:c..t. :i.'):-1 ~~-.:~~ [~:; . .i' ·::J :,~ ... ~ l l '):~ t··"·:.s . r;nc1 it the refore knew 
tr~ - :~ t: t he L ·:' ... ".'r~.:-.~;: :--1..· i .itr::l .r:c:•~ ·:.y ') 'Jcl ,_;:-~0 G:- :1•;;ent i on vras denying 
i t. i--!i·::-'i ~n i' c·. ·~-: :..' r"'; l:-1e ~, ,_,._,,]2_:-lr ~·~[~:.)·:r·t 'c,) v.r i n . Thi s kind 
of: ~: .: t~f- -: r-J!i l <" .-:_--,, ~. ::"_.;.;rc,r,,-= ~~ ,, ' ~1 <::::.!. ·-: ·'~.?'Yi. f 2 c 0. nnd have alwa ys 
f nr:cc;, ~ ·: 1 ; ~.·t. it:: r~-.-.,·· >>-; 1 ~,. ~- ;~:t. ~-; t ; .~~t 'they nre l oarn ing to stand 
U l~' ;-; !:~ :·~ i .L.t: 7; e 



The specific reasons for the rejection of the Committee 1 s 
decision follow: 

1 . Supporters of the compromise argued that the two seats 
would have great symbolic value . But 68 symbols would have been 
a lot better than two . We ~ust stop pl a yinG the ~me of accepting 
token recognition for r eal chan ge a nd of allowin~ the opposition 
to choose a f ew "load e rs" to re present the people a. t large -
especially if , as a t the Convention , · tho opposition is all white 
and the po bpl e are all Negro . If the pe ople are going to be 
heard in this .country , then we must make the c ountry tal k with 
and l isten to the m, an d not a handpicke d comm itt ee . The 
people s ent 68 re pr es ent a tive s that they chos e in ope n convention . 
The delegation could not violate that trust. 

2. The first provisi on of tha t compromise was that the 
Regula r delegation woul d be fully seated and r e cognized . The 
FDP did not go to Atlantic City to vote for a proposal which 
would r e cognize tho Regula r party as the Democratic representa
tive in ~ississippi . The FDP came to unsea t the r egulars because 
they don't r epr es ent the people of Mississippi . Evon the two 
s eats offe r ed to the FDP would not have b een ~ississippi votes , 
but me r e l y vot e s a t larp.e . 

3. The c ompromise mad e pretense at setting up means of 
challenging de l egations in 196A from .states which int erfe re 
with Negro participation in t ha party . But the Cre dentials 
Committee , in priva t e t a lks Hith t he FDP de l egation, said that 
it would not guarantee a sin pl e r egiste r ed vote r added to the 
lists in t he next four yaars . Les s than 6 percent of voting 
age Negroes a r e now r egiste r ed in the state . In order to 
participate i n r egul a r d e~ocratic party politics i n Mississippi 
you must be a regi s te 1~ d v oter. The compromis e pr oposal dealt 
only with " vot e rs" . So, oven if Negroe s a rc !)er mitt ed to a ttend 
meetings in 196.'1 to prove t ho ~arty is "open" , t hoy don't stand 
an y r eal chance of' having a voic .J in tho d oc i s i on of' t ho.t party. 

4. Some supporters ·of the compr omise argued that t l:s FDP 
was repres enting all Negroe s in the country a nd the two s eats 
offered woul d mean a lot to them in the Northe rn citi es , whe re 
rioti~g has b oe n t aking pla ce . But the 68 persons came to 
Atla n ic City to r epr e s ent tho Negroes of Mi ssissippi a nd not 
the country as a Whole . Tha t is the nature of all delegations 
at the convention. It is unre asonabl e to ask the ~ississippi 
delegation t o bear the burd en of tho e ntire country - especially 
since it is one of the most powe rless g roups in t ho c ountry to 
actua lly affect conditions . Ther e is no reason why t he Negroes 
of ~ississippi should be s a crificed on the a ltar of nat iona l 
politics. 

5. Th0 c ompromise offe r ed no precedent f or the future , 
especiall y s ince it WF.t s not l')asod on an y pr e cedent in the past . 
It offe r ed t ho ~P no t h ing in the way of' pe rmane nt r ecognition , 
patronn~e , offi ciF.t l sta t u s or a guarantee of part i ci pati on in 
the 19~0 c onvcnt i -m . The compr omis e was a compl e t e l y one - shot 
aff'air; t h e FDP i s not . 
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6 . The committee set up to r evi ew su ch matters for the 
1968 conve nti o~ h ns no officin l s tatus o r powe r wi th r egard to 
the 1 968 convent ion . I t ma;1 l ook gQod on paper, but its s trongt h 
lies there on the pa p3 r nnd nowh0 r o e lse . 

1. The co~promise was en effort -by tho Admi nistration, 
led by Pr e side nt Johnson , t o pre v ent a floo r fight on tho issue 
at the conventi oo . The compromlse HflS not des i gned to deal wi th 
too issue s rais ed by ths PDP in c hall enging the regul a r de l e gation . 
Tha FDP d e l egat ion came to li.tl a ntic Ci t y to r ais.e t h e i ssue of 
racism, no~ s i mpl y to ~emand r ecognition. It could n o t accept 
a token decision wh i ch had n s its goal the avoidance of the 
question of r a cism . 

Finnll y it must be und~rstood that the FDP de l egati on did 
not come to Atlantic Cit y bcg~ing for crumbs . They came demanding 

f ul l ri~ hts , for themselves an d for l, ono , ooo othe r humRn b eings. 
Thoy would hav e accepted any honorabl e co"Tlpr omiso b e twee n r eason
ab l e ma·n . The t es t was no t wh e thor the FDP coul d ac cept "political 
r oaiis m", ·but rathe r w~1e th\)r tha Conventi Qn and the Nati ·mal 
Democrn..tic· Part y cou l d acc ept the cha ll e nge pr esented by the 

· FDP. Tho Con ven ti on and the Nati-mal De •11 oc r a ti c Party fa i l e d 
that t os t. · 

PLANS O.b, THE !USSISSI PPI FREEDOM DE1'10CRATI.C PARrry 

Under tho i mpe tus of thG Conve ntion Cha l len ge at Atl antic 
City , the Freedom Democratic Party has unde r g one g r eat g r owth 
and sol idification thr ou ghout Mississ i ppi . Local l eadership is 
taking ove r a l a r ge r an d l a r ge r sha r e of the or gan izational work 
of tho party a nd tho rel a ted eff orts of vot e r registration a cd 
educat i on . Pistrict , Coun ty, a nd Pr e cinct mee t ings are being 
held all ovo r the s t a t e fo f u rthur the s e programs . Tho main 
t ask of t he FDP in tho ne xt f ew mon ths wi ll . be to s ee tha t focu s 
is g i ve n to tho political work a rt! th..1. t ma t erial s nrc n.vai l abl e 
to furth er the educati on a l pr~gram . Those e ff qrts wil l center 
a r ound tho. F r eedom Vot e and the now Free dom Primers . 

'IHE FREEDOT1 VOTE 

· The mai n e ffort of the FDP in the no xt six weeks will bo o. 
. Free dom Vot e to ho h e l d Octob 0 r 31 and Novemh c r 1 and 2 . The 
Freedom Vot e \-lil l be open t o r.. ll peopl e , Negro and white , r egister
ed or unreg i s t e r od , who are nt l eas t 21 a nd r e sid e nts of "Hs sis 
sippi . Lyn do n J Qhns on and Huhert Humphrey \vill be placed against 
·Ba rr y Goldwate r an d Willi nm ~i ller in tho Fr eedom Vo te . The FDP 
wi 11 also run Dr. Aaron Hen r~1 for the Sonn t o , . ?.!r . Harold Roby 
f or Cong r a s s in tho 1st . District , 'irs . Fannie . Lou ·Hame r in the 
2nd District , Nrs . An nic DevinG in th9 4th District , and "1rs . 
Vi ctoria Grn y in the 5th District . 

Tho FDP i s also .support ing the Johnson- Humphrey ti cko t in the 
r egular ol o ction Novembe r 3. The FDP ca ndidates ( except Mr . Roby) 
will e nte r t hat ole cti on as Ind op e n dents . The FDP wi ll be tho onl y 
ma j or grou p in Mississippi supporting Johnson- Humphrey in Novemb er. 
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The Regular Democra tic Part y of ivJississippi has openly endorsed 
the Barry Goldwate r-Willi am Mille r ticket. 

The FDP is s upporting Johnson and Humphre y ove n though it was 
Johnson a nd Humphr0v who b l ocked· the seating of the_ FDP at Atlantic 
City. It is doi ng this because it r ecor.nizes the importance of 
a Johnson-Humphr ey victor y in November; ru1d be cause it believes, 
despite Atlant ic Cit y , in the u ltimat e abi lity of the Democratic 
Party to mee t th6 chall o n~e of the FDP and e liminate racism from 
its r anks. I t also knows t hat sup port f or Johnson will help in its 
().ght against tho Rogula r Democ r atic J;>a rt y b~caU.e& of t:tle , latter's 
~~position t o the candidat e s and Platform of the Nati onal Party. 

But since 94% of ~ississi ppi's Negr oe s of voting age still 
are not r egi s t e r ed , the FDP can offe r on l y t oken support for 
candidates in tbe r egular e l e ction . Instead, its e ff orts will 
focus on t he Fr~edom Vot e , wher e anyone can vote . The importanoe 
of the Freedom Vot e is tha t it gives to Hiss iss i ppi 1 s dis en.- · 
fr anchised Ne groe s tho chance to partie i pate in poli t ice and 
indica te their politic a l pr ef er e nc e s. 

The F·DP hope s t o have more vot es cast for its candidates in tho 
Free dom Vote t han a re cas t for the oppositi on candid a t es in the 
re gular e l e ctio n. In this way , the Freedom Vot e will show, not 
onl y tha t Mississi ppi's Negr oes would vote if they we r e allowed to 
do s o , but tha t the outcome of the e l ections unde r s u ch circumsta nco 
would be radicall y differ ent. It wou ld a lso s how tha t Negr oe s would 
be el ected t o public off i ce s in ~ississippi if the Negr o half of 
the state 's pop1Jl a ti on wer e all owed t o vote. · 

The 1964 Free dom Vote will l oad to further challenge s on the 
national l e vel. In J a nua r y tho FDP wi ll - att e mpt to have the Mis
sissippi r epresent a tives t o Congress uns eated on th0 gr ounds that 
they were chose n throu r:h a dis cri mina t or y vot ing procedure . The 
FDP will s how tbr tugh the Fr eedom Vote t h at s ome at l e ast of the 
re gular candida tes would not h-1 ve been el e cted if Negr oes had t he 
right t o vote . If this effort f ai ls, the FDP will ask tho Democratic 
caucus to strip al l Mississippi r epr es e ntative s of thei r s eni ority 
in Con~ros s . This will a ls o bc · done on the g r ounds of voting discri 
minat ion , a nd on the ~rounds of r egul a r party dis l oyalty . The FD P 
expects t o e me r ge from the Fr vad om Vote >vith a much streng the ned 
or gan iza ti on at t he l oca l l eve l and wi t h much br oader aware ne ss 
of its goa l s among t h-3 Negr oe s of the s tat e . 

THE FREEDOM PRif,IERS - The FDP h as laun che d a major new e duca
ti onal prog r am in the state through t he use of the Freedom Primers. 
The Fr ee dom Pri ~ rs are short, simple b ooklets on differe nt phases 
of politics , econ omics, a nd civi l rights as they effect Mississip
pians. The first pr ime r concerned Tho Conve nti on Chall enge and The 
Free dom Vote . 

The primers wil l be distribut ed t o !-1FDP activists and to 
students in the Mi ss issippi Pro je ct's Fr0edom· Schools. As much a s 
possibl e , MFDP distributi on will be made through l oca l office rs of 
tho part y. In t his way t hey will s e rve an organiza t ional as well 
as a n oduca t i onnl f unct ion. 

The primers will be us ed as the basi s of discussi on at precinct 
a nd c ount y mee tings and a t voter r egistra ti on meetings . It is hoped 
that t he pr ime rs can b e published once eve r y 10 days for a full 
year, each is sue on a di ffer ent topic. It is hoped tho primers will 
provide a breadth of f acts a nd cqncepts more vit al to the gr owth of 
political understanding t han a more rigid educati Jnal program. 


