TO: ALL FRIENDS OF THE MFDP
FROM: THE MISSISSIPP1 FREEDOM DEVMOCRATIC PARTY

We are enclosing a roport explaining the role of the MFDP

at the Convention in Atlantic City and the plans of the

MFDP for the futurs, We hope that this report will help

you understand more fully the posltion and focus of the MFDP,

As the Convention made clear, there are many things that
you in the North can do to haolp the MFDP. There 1s the
obvious and omnipresent need for money and supplies,

In tho next fow wooks we will be running 5 campaigns for
Sennte and the House of Representatives, And poverty in
Mississippl means not only that people aro poor, but that
the, nave no money with which to help themselves, We must
hav: material support from outside the state if we are to
koop paecc with the growing strength of organization among
the people themsclves,

We also need political support. Bocause we had that support,
we mado thoe Democratic National Convention stand still for

four days, and received the coverage in press and television

we 80 vitelly nsoedsd, But we lost the battles at the Convention.

Now we are werking to challenge the “ississippl representatives
to Pennte nand the Congress, If wo are to win this battle
apainst the Rogular Damscratic Party of Missisaippi, we must
have pressure from vou on the Prcsident and on the repre-
sontatives of the National Domocratic Party in your atate,

But it is most important to remember that the members of
the MFDP are Mississippli Nepgroes first and foremost, and
it 1s thls condition that shapes their lives. Unless the
state itsell chanpgess, thelr lives cannot improve - and
the state will not chango without pressure from the rest
of the eountry,

You must help by making sure the people of the MFDP are not
forgotten, by insisting that the story of Mississippl continue
to bae told, and by ecalling for the kind of Federal presence
that will bring Froedom to those peoplo's lives,

Froodom Domocratic Party
852 2 Short Street
Jackson, Mississlppl



FDP . .
THE CONVENT ION CHALLENGE

Many friends of the FDP have expressed concern and confusion
as to why the FDP delegation at Atlantiec City refused to accept
the decision of the Credentials Committee, That decision gave
Dr, Aaron Henry and Rev, Ed King votes as Delegates-At-Large,
required that the Regular Democratic Party of Hfadiaaippi pledge
support to Johnson Humphrey in November, and grnvided for a
committee to work on requiring that at the 1968 convention all
delegates be chosen through processes which do not exelude Negro
reapistered voters,

In analyzing why the FDP did not acecept this compromise, it

is important to understand first what the FDP delegation represent-
ed and what it accomplished at the convention, The FDP delegatlon

was not simply an "alternative" delegation chosen by Negro instead
of white Mississippians, The FDP is not a Negro party, but an
integrated party, open to all whites., It grows directly out of
the eivil rights movement in Mississippi. It came to Atlantie
City demanding, not simply that Negroes be represented, but that
racism be ended - in Mississippl and in the Democratic Party.

Moreover, the conditions under which the FDP delegation
was chosen were certainly uniqae. Though the FDP delegation
was chosen according to the laws of Mississippi, its role was
only partially political, This is so becauss simply to t ake
part in the political procsss of the state makes the Negro in
Mississippi automatically a rebel against the segregated soclety.
This me:ns that he 1s in immediate and grave danger of losing
his job, his home, and possibly his life. Many of those who
represented the FDP at Atlantic City have suffered the most
brutal and continual reprisals cver since they began working
for their political rights. This lends a peculiar and unique
air to their efforts to attend the Convention, and moans that
they were literally gambling their lives against the right of
being seated in Atlantic City.

The third t“ing that must be understood i1s that the FDP
had the support it neceded to win the fight at Atlantic City.
Within the Crodentials Committee their was sufficient support
to get the FDP's demands on the floor of the Convention, through
the signing of a minority report., On the floor, there was
sufficlent support to force a roll call vote, Once a roll call
was allowed, most observers agreed that the FDP would have been
seated. What prevancod this was the most massive pressure from

the White House, !~ a.-1 tha mediation of Hubert Humphrey. The
FDP delegation waz su-r2: »f 211 of thie, and it therefore knew
that the leadorshi > =0 tha rerty and tha Convention was denying
it what in faet ii oed fhe pemulor support to win, This kind

of dictat - rn is whn® Nngress in Miseisslnpl face and have always
faced, ¢ 1 it 1s pw:ctu2ly this that they are lsarning to stand
up agso | &
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The specific reasons for the rejection of the Commi ttee's
decision follow: :

1, Supporters of the compromise argued that the two seats
would have great symboliec walua, But 68 symbols would have bheen
8 lot better than two. We mmst sfop playing the game of aceepting
token reecognition for rcal change and of allowinr~ the opposition
to choose a few "locaders" to represent the people at large -
eapecially if, as at the Convention, the opposition is all white
and the poople are all Negro. If the people are going to be
heard in this country, then wa must make the country talk with
and listen to them, and not a handpicked committes. Tho
people sent 68 representatives that they chose 1n open conventlion,
The delegation eould not violate that trust,

2, The first provision of that compromise was that the
Ra%ular delegation would be fully seated and recognized, The
FDP did not go to Atlantic City to vote for a proposal which
would raecommize the Remular party as the Democratic representa=-
tlve in “isclaosippl., The FDP came to unseat the regulars bocause
they don't ropresant the people of Mississippi, Even ths two
seats offerod to the FDP would not have been Mississippi votes,
but merely votes at larpe,

3. The compromise made etonse at setting up means of
challenging delegations in 1968 from states which interfere
with Negro participation in the party, But the Credentials
Commi ttee, in private talks with the FDP delegation, said that
1t would not puarantee a sipgle registered voter added to the
1ists in the next four years, Less than 6 percent of voting-
age HE%!QBS are now regtstered in the state, In order to
participate in regular denneratic rurty politiecs In Mississippl
you must be a registored voter, Th» compromise proposal dealt
only with "voters", S0, even if Negreces are permitted to attend
meotings in 1967 to prove the narty is "open", they dn't sta.d
any real chance of having a voice In tho decislon of that pargy.

L. Some supporters of the compromisc argued that t!s FDP
was ropresenting all Negroes in the country and the two scats
offered would mean a lot to them in the Northecrn eltices, where
rioting has buen taking place, But the 68 persons came to
Atlan ic City to reprosent tho Nogroes of Missisaippl and not
the country as a whole, That is the nature of all dclegations
at tho convention, It is unreasonable to ask the “Misslssippl
delegation to bear the burden of the entirec country - cspreially
sinca it is one of the most powe rless groups in thas c ouniry to
actun )y affoct conditions, Thore is no reason why the Ncgroes
of “irulssippl should be sacrificed on the altar of naticaal
politicsa,

5. Tha compromisc offered no precodent for the future,
espaecially sinca it wna not hasced on any prccedent in the past.

It or".r2d tha DP nothing in tha way of parmmanent recognition,
patren .on, efffleial atatus or a gnarantee of partielipation in
the 17&0 ecpranti n, The comoromisc was a completely one-shot

affair; the ¥DP 18 not,
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6. Tho committee set up to review such matters for the
1968 convention hes no of ficial stztus or power with regard te
the 1968 convention. It may look good on papar, but its strength
lies thore on the paper and nowhoera alsc.

7. The compromise was an offort by thoe Administration,

" led by Presidant Johnson, to provent a floor fight on the ilssue

at the convention, The compromise was not designod to deal with
the issues raised by the FDP in challenging tho regular delogation,
The FDP delegntion came to Atlantic City to raise the issue of
racism, not simply to demand rcecognition, It could not accept

a token doclision which had ns its goal the avoldance of the
question of raciam,

Finally it must be understood that the FDP delegation did

not come to Atlantie City bageing for erumbs, They came damanding
full richts, for thomselvea and for 1,000,000 other human beings.
They would have accepted any honorablo compromisc betwesn reason-
able mon, The test was not whethar the FDP could accopt "political
realism”", but rather whethor ths Convention and the National
Democratlic Party could accept ths challengce presented by the
EﬁPE Thz Convention and the Nati-nal Democratic Party failed

at tost.

PLANS OF THE MISSISSIFPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Under tho impotus of thc Conveontion Challenge at Atlantic
City, the Froedom Domocratic Party has undergone great growth
and solidification throughout Mississippi. Local leadership is
taking over a larger and largor share of the organizational work
of the party und the melated offorts of voter rogistration and
education. District, County, and Precinct meetings are being
held all ovor the stante fo further thsse programs. Tho main
task of the FDP in the next fow months will be to see that focus
is piven to tho politieal work am® that materials are availabloe
to further the educational program, Those efforts will center
around the Freodom Vote and the new Freedom Primers,

THE FREEDOM VOTE

The main effort of the FDP in the noxt six weeks will bo a
Freadom Vote to be hold Qetober 31 and Novemher 1 and 2. The
Froedom Vote will be open to nll people, Nogro and white, register-
ed cr unregistored, who are a2t least 21 and roasidonts of “Missis-
gipri. L'mdon Jshnson and Hubert Humphroy will be placed againat
Barr; Glldwator and William Miller in tho Froedom Vote. The FDP

will ¢'20 run Dr. Aaron Honry for the Senate, MMr, Harold Roby
for Concizrg In tho 1st Distrlet, Mrs. Fannle Lou Hamer in the
end D.lrict, Mrs, Annio Devine in ths 4th District, and “irs,
Victniwo Gogr in the Eth DistmMiet.

Tha @7 5 slsp suppertir® the Johnaon-Humphrey ticket in the
regulisr ol o n Nevenhar 5, Tho FDP candidates (execept Mr. Roby)
will enter bttt eloetion as Indapendints. Tie FOP will be the only

mejor group in Mississippi supporting Johnson-hHumphrey in November.
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The Regular Domocratliec Party of Mississippl has openly andursadh'
the Barry Goldwater=Willinm Miller ticket.

The FDP is supporting Johnaon and Humphrey even though 1t was
Johnson and Humphrav who blocked the seating of the FDP at Atlantic
City. It is doing this becausec it recopnizes the importapce of
a Johnson-Humphrey vietory in Novambor; snd because it belleves,
desplite Atlantic City, in the ultimate ability of the Demoecratic
Party to meet the challenge of the FDP and eliminate raclism from
1ts ranks, It also knows that support for Johnson will help in 1ts
fight against tha Regular Democratic Party because of tho , latter's
@pposition to tho candidates and Platform of tha National Party.

But since 94% of Mississippi's Negroos of voting age still
are not registered, the FDP can offer only token support for
candidates in the regular elecctlion., Instead, its efforts will
focus on the Freedom Vote, wherse anyone can vote., The importanee
of the Freedom Voto 1s that it glves to Mississippli's disen=
franchised Negroes tho chance to participate in politice and
indicate their political preferonces,

The PDP hopes to have more votos cast foar its candidates in tho
Freedom Vote than are cast for the oppositl on candidates in the
regular election, In this way, the Preedom Vote will show, not
only thnt Misaisslippl's Negroes would voto if they were allowed to
do so, but that the outecome of the clections under such circumstance
would be radieally different, It would also show that Negroes would
be elected to public offices in Mississippi 1f the Negreo half of
the state's popnlation were allowod to vote,

The IQEE Freedom Vote will load to further challenges on the
national level., In January tho FDP will attompt to have the Mis-
8lsslppl reprosentatives to Congress unseated on the grounds that
they were chosen through a discriminatory voting procedure, The
FDP will show thréugh the Frocdom Vote that some at laast of the
ropular candidates would not hhve been elected if Negroos had the
right to vote, If this effort fails, the FDP will ask thoe Democratic
caucus to strip all Misslsslppl represontatives of tholr seniority
in Congrcss., This will also bc done on the grounds of voting discri
mination, and on the grounds of reogular party disloyalty. Tha FDP
expacts to emerge from the Froedom Vote with a much strengthened
organization at the local level and with much breader awareness
of its goals among tha Negroes of thoe state,

THE FREEDOM FRIMERS - The FDP has launched & major new educa-
tional program in tho state through the use of the Freedom Primers,
The Froedom Prime rs arc short, simple booklets on difforcent phases
of politics, oconomics, and civil rights as they effoct Misslissip-
piana., The first primer concerned Tho Convention Challenge and The
Freedom Vota.

Tho primors will be distributod to MFDP activists and to
students in the Mississippi Projeet's Freodom Schools, As much as
possiblc, MFDP distribution will be made through local officors of
tho party. In this way they will serve an organizational as weoll
as an cducational function.

The primors will be used as thec basis of discussion at precinct
and eounty meetings and at voter registration mecetings. It is hoped
that the primors can be published once avery 10 days for a full
yonr, oach 1ssue on a differont topic. It is hoped tho primers will
provide a broadth of fncts and concepts more vital to the growth of
political understanding than a more rigid educatiosnal program.






