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TO: ALL FRIENDS OF THE r.fFDP 

FROM: THE M ISSISSI PPl FREED0'1 Dil:'fOCRA TIC PARTY 

We a re enclosing a r eport e xplaining the roie of the ~DP 
at the Convention in Atlantic City and the plana of the 
MFDP f or the fUture , We hope that thi s report will help 
you understand more fully the position and focus of the 'lofFDP , 

As the Convention made clear , there are many th i ngs that 
you in the North can do to h c l p the MFDP. There is the 
obvi oua and omnipresent need for :noney a nd supplies . 

In tho next fow wo~ ks we will bo running 5 campaigns for 
Sennt o and the House of Repres e ntative s . And poverty in 
Mi~ 3issippi moans Qot only that people aro poor, but that 
t h<!> .' afl:ve no money wi th which to help themselves , We must 
h£Lv ~ material support from outside th e state if wo are to 
koop pace with t he growing strength of organization among 
the people themsel ves , 

We also need political support , Because wo had tha t support , 
we mado tho Democratic National Convention stand still for 
four day s , an d rece i ved the covera~o in press and t e l e vision 
we so vit~ll y n~ ocsd . But we lost tha b~ttle at the Convention . 

Now we are workinr. t o ch£Llle npo th \3 '~iss is sit•Pi repreaentati ves 
to ::Oom;~be a nd the Conr-:ress , if wo a r e to win this battl e 
against the Re gular Dem ocratic Party of ~iss iss ippi , we must 
have pressurn f rom vou on th~ Prcsidont and on the repre­
sentatives of the National Do.,ocr atic Part7 in your· atate. 

But it is most important to reme mber that the memb e rs of 
the MFDP are 'lofisai s sippi Negroes first and f or emost , and 
i t is this condition that s nape s t heir lives , Unl ess the 
state itse lf chan~6 s , the ir l ive s cannot improve - and 
the a t a te will not chAngo wi thout pressure from the :rest 
of t h e c ountry , 

You must holp by makins. sure thG peopl e of tho MJ<'DP are not 
forgotten , by insisting that tho story of Mississippi continue 
to be told , and by calling for tho kind of Federal p:r6sence 
that Will bring Fre edom to t hos e people 1 a 11 vos . 

Freodorn Democratic Party 
852 t Short Street 
Jacks on , Mississi ppi 



'• 

l"DP 

THE CONVENT ION CHA.LLENGE 

.. .. ~ ....... 

Many rriends of the' FDP hsve expressed concern and confusion 
as to why the FDP delegati·on at Atlantic City re'.fused to accept 
the decisi on of the Credentials Committee . That decision gave 
Dr. Aaron. Henry and Rev. Ed King votes as Delegates-At-Large, 
required t~at .the Regul ar Pemocratic Party of Mississippi pledge 
support to J ohnson Humphr ey in November, and provided for a 
committee to work on requiring that at the 1968 convention al l 
delegates be chosen through processes which do not exclude Negro 
repistered voters . 

In analyzing why the FDP did not accept this compro~ise , it 
is important to understand first wha t the FDP delegation represent­
ed and what it accomplished at the convention. The FDP de l egation 
was not simply an "alternative" delegation cbosen by Negro instea d 
of whl te Mississippians . The FDP is not a Negro party, but an 
integrated party, opo n to all whites. It grows directly out of 
the civil rif!;bts mpvement in 1'-Jississippi , It came t o Atlantic 
City demanding, not Si"lply that Neg roe s be represented , but that 
racism be ended - in '{ississippi and in the De"locratic Party. 

Moreover , the conditions unde r which the FDP delGgation 
was chosen were certainly unLqpe . Though the FDP dolegation 
was chosen according to t he laws of Mississippi, its rolG was 
only partially political . This is so because simply tot a ke 
part in the political proc ess of the state makes the Negro in 
Mississippi automa t ically a rebel against the segregated society . 
This me :.ns thst he 1s in immediate and grave danger of losing 
his job, his home , and possibly his life. Many of those who 
represented the FDP at Atlantic City hsve suffered the most 
brutal and continual reprisals e ver since the y began working 
tor their poll tical rights. This l ends n peculiar a nd unique 
air to their efforts to attend the Convention, and means that 
they were lit e rally gambling t heir lives against the right of 
being seated in Atlantic City . 

The third ~hing that must be understood is that the FDP 
had the support it needed to ~n the fight a t Atlantic City . 
Within the Credentials Committee their was sufficient support 
to get the FDP's dem~nds on the floor of the Convention, through 
the sig ning of a minori t y report . On the floor , t here was 
suftioient ' support to force a rol l call vote , Once a roll call 
was allowed , mos t observers agreed that the FDP would have been 
seated . What prevoo;~od U:is was tho 'Jiost massive pressure from 
the White House , t , , •· .,.,_::1 ::ho rTedi at1 on of Hubert Humphrey . The 
FDP delegation ws~ ~.~~· r.:. .,f ::>.11 of +h is , and it therefore knew 
that the le o.do rl'lh! .~ -:-1' the ~"-!"ty o.n tl tho ConvGntion was denying 
i t whllt :! n fo.ct .<.. i. ·''"l 1·ho po,.,•; lr r Sll jlport to win . This kind 
of dicta t ' ~.n :is ~·b•t · l{ 1gr .;,ss '!.n 'f1s!'1 Sll 1:;> p1 face and have always 
f ace d, c , I it. i s r~- · ' 't'3 ] y t.l~'l. s t !ia.t "'h.o y are l oarning to stand 
up agr:"t, t,~.: ~ 
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The specif1cr :re-asons fol"' the Nj.e:tiCift or' t:bB \1.10-IJ.I ~ ... 
decision follor: · 

1. Supporters of t he compromiSe 1l~c! tiba1; tha -., .... 
would have grea t symbolic value.. !u.t 66 JylllbulJ ~uld h•ve 11eea 
a lot bettor than two. We tUUat at;op playl.ns the g&ll!8 ~ acree~1ng 
tolmn reeogn1t1on tor r e al change and of allowin"' the opposi t1on 
to choo.~~~e a few "loadel'8 11 to represent the pe.ople at large -
especially it• as a t the Convention~ tho opposition is all ~te 
and the peopl e are all Negro. If the people are going to be 
heard 1n this country. thon we must make the country talk vUh 
and listen to them. and not a handpicked cQIII'IIittee. Tho 
people sent 68 r epr es ent a tives that they chose in open convention, 
~ delegati on could not Violate that trust. 

2. ~ fi r st p~vision of that compromise was tha t the 
Regula r de l egaiion would be tully seated and recognized . The 
PDP did not go to Atlantic City to vote tor a proposal whi ch 
would rec?!)Ilize tho ReJiul a.r party as the Democratic representa­
tivo in '-ii:Hl:!.s sippi . The FDP came to unseat the r egulars because 
they don't ropr e s e nt the people of Mississippi . Evon the two 
seats offe r od to the FDP would not have b een ~ississippi votes , 
but me r ely vo t e s a t l a rFe • 

3. The compromise made pr e t ense at aettin~ up means of 
chall engi ng dele gations in 1968 from .states which interfere 
with Negro participation in the po.rty. But the Cr eden tia l s 
Commi t t oe , in privata talks 1.ri th th•3 FDP delegation, said that 
it would not guarantee a si~le registered voter added to the 
lists in the next four vdars. Le ss than 6 perce nt of voting ­
age Negroes a re now r egtstE> r e d in the s t at e . :t:n oroer to 
partie ipa te i n r egul ar ':lel1i'•cr nti c ):l<.rty poll ti ns i n russ iss i ppi 
yo11 must be a regis t ered v ot e r . Tb.: c omj::rwn;illfl prnpo!:al dealt 
only with "vote rs". S,, , even if NegroG_, tlrc p.~rtr.it· '.:~ ri to a ttend 
meetings in 1961\ to provo tho pal'ty i s '1opon", i.;h.:.y dm 't sta0 d 
any real chance of having a voic u in tho d a c i s i on of t hat party . 

4. Some supporters of tte compromise argued that t lB FDP 
was representing a ll Negroas in tru country and tho two s eats 
offered would mean a l ot to them in the Northern e lt i e s , where 
rioting h~s b uon t aking place . But th~ 68 persons came to 
Atla n 1c City to r epresent tho Negr oes of Mississippi a nd not 
the country a s a whole . That is the nature of all de legations 
a t tho conve n t i on. It is unroasonnble to ask the '41 ssi a sippi 
deleeation to bear tbe burden of the entire country - os~cially 
since it is one of tho most powerless g roups in trocou tl';ry to 
act'.!'l•.J.y aff ect conditions . Thoro is no reason why t he ~e~;1•oo s 
of '''i ~· ~rissippi should be sacrificed on tho a ltar of natio:Hll 
pol1 t. J c3 • 

. c; . Tba c ompromise offe r e d no preced ent for the .future , 
espac j :"lll y s ince it was not ha s ed on any pr c coda nt i n the past . 
It of·\. r .l <J t·~o "'DP nothing in th~ '"".' C'f pfJ l'l'lntv3nt :r>scogn i ti on , 
patrc l'1 . -;11 , crn.c j .. l l .'l tatus or a g"f.!"'tlntee of l?arti.c:l.pati on in 
tho J '·nd r:r.n··~nti 1n . 'I.he com pt'omiso was a c ompletel y ono - shot 
a.ffnil' ; tho !o'DP 1 s not . 
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6. Tho committoo set up to review such mutters for the 
1968 convention hos no official sta tus or power wlth regard to 
bhe 1968 convent ion . l t may l ook good on paper , but 1 ts s tNfl8t h 
lies thOI' E: on the pa.p3r nnd nowhoro uls a . 

7. The compromise was an effort by tho Administration, 
' l od by Presidant Johnson , to pre vent a floor fight on tho issue 
at yhe conventioo . The compromise was not designed to deal with 
the i'ssues raised by the FDP in challenging the regular delegation . 
The FOP delegation came to Atlant ic City to raise the issuo of 
racism, not simply to demand rocogni ti on. It could not accept 
a token decision which had as its goal the avoidance of the 
question of r acism. 

Finally 1 t must be unders toad that the FDP delegation did 
not come to Atlantic ·Cit y bagt:ring for crumbs. They came demanding 

full ri~hts , for thomsolves and for 1,0~0, 000 other humnn beings . 
They would have ncceptod any honorabl e co~promiso betwee n r eason­
able men . Tho test wo.s not whe th.Jr tho FDP could accept "political 
r ealism", but rather w<Je thor th~ Convention and the Nati .,nal 
Democratic Part :; cou l d accept the cball enga presented by the 
FDP . Tho Conventi qn and. tho Nnti -,nal De'11oc ratic Party failed 
that t es t. 

PLANS OF ·rHE !USSISSIPPI FREEDOM DE!10CRATIC PARTY 

Undor tho impGtus of tho Convontlon Ohallenge at Atlantic 
City, the Freedom Domocra tic Party has undergone ,gre at growth 
and solidU'icat ion throughout Mississippi . Local leadership is 
taking over a lnr;o r and lnrgor share of tho organizational work 
of the party and tho rela t e d efforts of vote r r egist r ation nod 
educat ion . District, County, a nd Precinct mee t ings are being 
hold nll ovor the state fo turthor the s e programs . Tho main 
t ask of tho FDP in tho noxt fow months will bo to see that focus 
is given to tho political work a rtl thnt materials aro availabl e 
to furthe r the e ducati onal pr~~rnm . Those efforts will center 
around tho Free dom Vote and tho new Freedom Primers . 

'D:IE FREEDO:.t VOTE 

The main e.ffort of tho F DP in too naxt six wee ks will bo a 
Freedom Vote to ba h eld Octob e r 31 and Novembe r 1 and 2 . The 
Froed om. Vota will bo open to nll people , Negro and wl'li to , register­
ed c r• unre g i stl)rod , who are at l eas t 21 and r e side nts of 'Ussis-
si p~'l. . L mdon J ohnson and 8u~J iill•t Hu111phrey will be plactJd against 
Bo.n •, C.~,.! :J·iator a nd WiUinro ~ller in tho Pr~e d om Vote . The FDP 
wi l 1. •·' ' o l'Un Dr. Aar on Henry f'or tho S t<ma to , V.r. Harold Roby 
f or C.J;,:y~:· ::: in the 1st D.Lstrlct , Mrs . Fo.nnlo Lou Barner in the 
2nd D ... t >) .; t;; , "'' r a . Anni o Dovine in th-a ~th District , and 'irs . 
Vi e t ' ,' . c •. . ir, tl'> :J ~ · h Di!:'l:rict . 

~ >:·· ,.• .., ~, ~ l s•' ·:· r.;-. r•'; tr • t hG Joho~on-Humphrey ticke t in the 
r e gn l •'l' <'~ ...- · ~n ,j.;y',.'"'· "' j . Th .t Fl)p C'·.nrJ.:..;':!.t.·:>' I except Mr . Roby) 
wi ll < ntt. J' GH' t o l.c• c:llon ~a Iri! vpe.ll .:h.n t s . l'J!v t:'DP wi ll be tho only 
maj o r group in Mi ssissippi supporting Johnson - Humphrey in November . 

' 
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Regular Democratic Party of Mississippi has openly endorsed 
Barr y Goldwater. Will iam ~iller ticket . 

· -
~ . 

The FDP is supporting Johnson and Hu'llphrey e ven though 1 t was 
Johnson and lfumphrev who b loclcod the sea tin~ o1' the FDP at A t l ant1 c 
City . It is doing this because it rocor.nizes tho importance ot 
a Johnson-Humphrey victory in Nov.:lmbor ; md beco.use it believes, 
despi te Atlantic City, in the u ltimate ability of the De.,ocratic 
Party to moot the chall on~o of tho FDP and eliminate raci sm from 
ita r anks. It also knows that support for Johnson wil l h elp i n ita 
tight a~ainst tho Regular Dem ~cratic ~nrty bdcause ot t~,latter1 s 
.osition t ·o t:ho candidates and Pll!.tform of ths National Party . 

But since 94~ of ~ssissipp1 1 s Negroes of voting age still 
are not registered , the FDP can offer only token support for 
cand i dates i n the r egular el~ction . Instead , its efforts will 
focus on th~ Frdedom Vote, wher e anyone can v~to. The importanoe 
of tho Freedom Veto is that it gives to Hissisaippi 1 a di s en,. 
!'ranchised Negroes tm chance to partie ipate in poli t ice and 
indicate their political pr ef erences , 

The PDP hopes to .have mor e votos cast for 1 ts candidates in tho 
Freedom Vote tho.n are cas t fort~ opposition cnndido.tes in the 
regular election. In this way, the Freedom Vote Will show , not 
only thnt Mississippi ' s Negroes would veto if they were allowed to 
do so , but that the outcome of the elections under such circumstance 
would be r adico.lly different. It would also show that Negroes would 
be elected to public offices in ~isaissippi if the Negr o hnlf of 
the state 1 s popnlatinn wore a llowe d to vote . 

Tha 1964 Freedom Vote Will l oad to !'urther challenges on the 
national l aval. In J anuary tba FDl' will attempt to have tho l'Us ­
sisaippi repre sentatives to Congr es s unseated on the grounds that 
they were chosen throu rrh a dis crt min a t ory voti np: procedure . The 
FDP will show tbrbu gh the Freed·om Vote that some a.t l e ast of the 
ro~lar candidates would not h~ ve bean elected if Nagroos bad the 
r:lgbt to vote . If this a.f.fort fails , the FDP will ask the Democratic 
caucus to strip all Mi ssiss i pp1 representat ive s of their s eniority 
in ConFross . This will a lso be done on the ~rounds of vot ing discrt 
min ation ; and on the ~rounds of regul ar party disloyalty. The FOP 
expects to emerge f rom tho !"Nddom Vote with a much llltronF.thened 
orgo.ni.zation at the l~cul level aod With much broader awareness 
of . its goals o.mon~ the Negroes of tho state , 

THE FREEDOM PRHIERS - The FDP has launched a major now educa­
tional progro.m in tho state t hrough ~hil use of the Freedom Primers . 
The Freedom Pri n£J rs are sh~rt, simple b~okle ts on different phases 
of politics , ec onomics , and civi l rights as they eff ect Mississip­
piQDs . Tho first primer concerne d Tho Conyention Chall enge apd The 
Free dom Vote . 

Tha primers Will be distributed to !-IFDP activists and to 
students in the Mississippi Proje ct r s Fread om Schools . As much as 
possiblo , Jnpnp distribution will bo made through l ocal officers of 
thv party . In t h is way they will serve an organization.o.l as woll 
as an oducu tion~l f unction . 

The prirnors will b e used as t.he basis of discussi on at precinct 
and c ounty mee t ings nnd n t vot er registrati on mee tings . It is hoped 
that the primors ca n be published once 3Vory 10 d~ya for a .fUll 
ye~r , each i s s ue on a dif f er ent topi c . I t i s hoped tho primors will 
provide a b r eadth of f ncts and conce pts more vitAl t o the gr owth of 
political und e rstanding t ho.n a more rigid educatt~nal progr am . 




