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POST MORTEM EXAM!.NATION REPORT OF 
'l.'!IE BODI OF JAMES CHANEY 

Report on in8p&0t:i.on of autopsied body o.f Jamies Chaney on August 7, 
1964 at 2:30 P.M, at the Um.varsity o:f Mississippi Medical School Hospital 
autopsy roOlll and 1dtnessed 'bT Universit;; of Mississippi Medical School 
pathologists. 

The bod;r was 1n a partially decomposed state and open&d fro111 the 
neck to the publ.s anteriorly, as a result of the recently peri'ormed autopsy, 
'l'he top of the c&l.Yar:1.WD hl.d been sawed and was independent of the base o:£ 
the skull. The org~ had been re.mav·ed and portions of sld.n apparently 
corresponding to the Mtrance bullet vounds lrero missing. The tel'llt:l.nal 
phalanges of all fingers had been reJllOV'eci (apparently £01• identification 
and finger printing purposes), The deoolllpOsed and partially putrified 
slc1n was peeling and the body- wa;i covered with a clay-like dirt. A c:l.rcula1• 
depressed .fl'Gcture • approx1Jlll!.tely :; oentillleters in diruneter was present 
tNor the let"t fronto-parietal region, A oolllJ>lete through and through commillu.t,ed 
.fraotU1"8 lRIS present 1n the center 0£ the mand1.ble. The left. shoulder jo~rt 
introlving the ·llpp8li' eiw. of the hwnerus was completely shattered into maiv 
fragm,ents. The right ulnar and. radius were .fractured in at lee.st two poin't.3 
completely across. There 'll'&S no evider.ce of a bullet ,round at this site, 
In addit.ion to the fracture of the skull pr&Viously described, there vas an 
extensive 1':raotul'e extending throu.gh the base and aorosa the oooipital 
a:raa. On the le.ft of tho storn\llll the ribs .rere shattered as were the r:i,bs 
di.-eotly postmo:rl.y just next to tb.e vertebral bod:ies. Aside :t'rom the 
above, theN were no other ob9ious injuries to tho bod;r. 'Ihe state o£ the 
bod.Y. e.t this time precluded any further .taeaningf\ll examination. In lay 
tel'lll1.nology • the jaw was shattered, the left shoulder and upper arm weN 
rsduoed to a pulp; tJie right forearm was broken completely across a.t several 
points, and the skull bones were broken and pushed in towards the brain. 

Under the c:1.rcw,mtanoes, these injuries could only be the result of 
an extremely severe beating with either a blunt instrument or chain. '.Ihe 
other fraotlU'es of th.e skull and ribs were the result of bullet wounds. 
It is im,possible to determine whether the dec:eased died from the beating 
before the bull.et wounds vere inflio't,ed. 

Ih lJt:f ECCtenilive eiq,er:1.ence of 25 yeu-s ae a Pathologist e.nd as a 
Medical Extull1ner, I have never witnessed bones so severely shattered, 
except in tremendously high speed aooidenti; such as aeroplane crashes. 

Dayid M. Spain, J:l, D. /s/ 
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