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Attached is a telegram from Martin Luther King urging 
X 

you to support the seating of the Mississippi Freedom 

Democratic Party. 

Attachment 
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Paul Popple 
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THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT: SINCE THE MISSISSIPPI 

PARTY BEGAN ITS FIGHT TO BE RECONGNIZED 
FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC 

AS THE VOICE OF THE 
DE~OCRATIC PARTY IN MISSISSIPPI WE HAVE A.SKl<D THAT YOU M 

" ·- nAINTAIN 
A BENEVOLENT NEUTRALI.t..Y .. IN THE DISPUTE BET 

~EEN US AND THE 
SO-CALLED "REGULAR" DELEGATION. ~S 

YOU KNOW, THIS ISSUE IS 
NOT A ROUTINE POLITICAL ONE BUT R 

' ·· 
· ' ' 

t -

ATHER INVOLVES A FUNDAMENTAL 

MORAL QUESTION: A QUESTION WHICH GOES TO THE ROOTS Or OUR 

.. POLIT_ICAL SYSTEM AND 10 0UR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE. THAT QUESTION IS 

\IHETHER THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY WILL STAND FOR FAIR POLITICAL REPRESENT-

ATION, AGAINST VIOLENC~ ~ND OPPRESSION AND FOR THOSE PEOPLE WHO 

ARE DENIED THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN MISSISSIPPI. 

IN THE LAST FEW DAYS THE CHARGED ATMOSPHERE OF THE CONVENTION ­
~~~~~~~~~~~======~~~==~~-- , · 1 

A PO ; ·•. .·.- - . 
!- ­
{ -HAS LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT ONLY YOU 

:MKE CLEAR THE DE~OCRATIC PARTYS POSI 
1 ~ 

THE BASIC ISSUES :· : 

I-NV-OL-V-ED-_ -I N-TH-Is-cA-S.,.-_ .-A-G R-E A_T_N_U-l"!B-E R-++-¥f!H. :w;:\ .~'~AmE~JD~~Q~ ~!~~ARY j. r . 

CQMMITTEE HAVE MADE CLEAR T~IR WISHES TO FOLLOW YOJ1 IN HELPING 
# .. .... • 
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THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOMS DEMOCRATIC PARTYS CAUSE. INDEED, 

HESE DELEGATES H4VE ALSO MADE CLEAR THEIR INTENTION TO \•!AGE A 

FIGHT FOR THE "MFDP" ON THE FLOOR OF THE CONVENTION -- IN ANY 

EV-ENT. BECAUSE YOU HAVE DEMONSTRATED LE~. DERSHIP AND 'NISDOM IN THE 

NAME OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND IN THE NAME OF FUNDAMENTAL DEMOCRATIC 

PRINCIPLES, WE URG£ YOU TO JOIN ~ITH THESE DELEGATES IN SEATING 

THE ONLY MISSISSIPPI PARTY CHOSEN DEMOCRATICALLY AND WHICH 

IS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE IN MISSISSIPPI - THE MISS­

ISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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